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PROCEEDINGS 





OF THE 



BIBJLE € O jy y EN T lO N, 



WHICH MET ur 



PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 26, 27, 28, AND 29, 1837, 



TOOKTHER WITH THE 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS 



or THE 



AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, , 



EMBRACING THE PEHIOD OF IT8 



PROVISIONAL ORGANIZATION. 



NEW- YORK I 

PRINTED FOR THE AMERICAN AND. FOREIGN BIBLE 80CIETT. 

John Gray, PiiotM', 

1887: 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 



Art. I. The name of this Society shall be The American and Foreign Biblb 

SOQETT. 

Art. it. The object of this Society shall be to aid in'the translation, printing^ 
and circulation, of the Sacred Scriptures. 

Art. III. Each contributor of three dollars annually shall be a member. 

Art. ly. Each contributor of thirty dollars at one time shall be a member for 
life. 

Art. v. Each contributor of one hundred and fifty dollars shall be a life di- 
rector. 

Art. yi. Every Baptist minister who is a life member, and all Life Directors, 
shall have the privilege of participating in the deliberations of the Board. 

Art. yil. All Bible Societies agreeing to place their surplus funds in the 
treasury of the Society, shall be auxilianes, and the officers of such societies 
shall be ex officio directors of this. 

Art. y III. A Board of Managers shall be appointed to conduct the business 
of the Society, consisting of thirtjr-six brethren in good standing in Baptist 
churches, sixteen of whom shall reside in the city of New York, or its vicinity ; 
the whole board to be elected annuaUy by the Society, and to hold their office un- 
til superseded by a new election. The board shall have power to fill such va- 
cancies as m.^ occur in their number. 

Ajit. IX. The President, yice Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurer, shall 
be ex officio members of the board. 

Art. X. The managers shall meet monthly, or oftener if necessary, at sach 
time and place as they shall adjourn to, five of whom shall be a quorum. 

Art. aI. The managers shaill have the power of appointing such persons as 
may have rendered essential services to the Society, either members tor life, or 
directors for life. 

Art. XII. At the meetings of the Societv, and of the board of managers, the 
president, or, in his absence, the vice president first upon the list then present, 
and in the absence of all the vice presidents, the^ treasurer, and in his absence, 
such member as shall be chosen for that purpose, shall preside. 

Art. XIII. The annual meeting of the Society shall oe held at New- York on 
Thursday after the last Wednesday in April in each yea]\ or at any other time 
or place, at the option of the Society, when the accounts of the treasurer shall be 
presented, and a president, vice presidents, secretaries, treasurer, and a board of 
managers, shall be chosen for the ensuing year. 

Art. Xiy. The president shall, at the written request of six members of the 
board, call special meetings of the board of managers, causing at least three dajrs 
notice of such meetings. 

Art. Xy. The whole of the minutes of every meeting shall be signed by the 
chairman and secretary. 

Art. Xyi. No alteration shall be made in [this Constitution, except by the 
vote of two thirds of the members of the Society present at an annual meeting. 



BIBLE CONVENTION. 



Philadelphia, April 26, 1837. 

In compliance with a call from a committee appointed for the pur* 
pose, delegates from various religious bodies connected with the Bap- 
dist denomination in the United States, assembled this day at 4 
o'clock, P. M., in the meeting house of the First Baptist Church, to 
consider and decide upon the duty of the denomination, in existin^^ 
circumstances, respecting the translation and distribution of the Sacred 
Scriptures. 

The Convention was called to order by Spencer H. Cone, of New- 
York, and on motion, Rufus Babcock, Jr. was appointed chairman 
pro tern, and Adiel Sherwood and Baron Stow, secretaries, pro tem. 

Prayer was offered by Francis Wayland, Jr., of Rhode Island. 

The delegates then presented their credentials, and the following 
list, duly certified, was made out. 



MAINE. 



Baptist State CowoerUion — Adam 
Wilson, John S. Maginnis, Thomas 
Cartis, Alvan Felch. 



NEW-HAMPSmSE. 



Baptist State Convention — Eli B. 
Smith, Ebenezer E. Cummings, Oren 
Tracy. 

New-HdTnpshire For. Bib. Soc. — Da- 
ra D. Pratt, Leonard Tracy. 



VERMONT. 

Baptist State Convention — Ira Per- 
son, Elijah Hatchinson. 

ShafUbury Central Aux. Bib. Soc. — 
Warham Walker. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Norikem Bap. Education iStoc.— Eb- 
enezer Thresher, jun., Caleb Parker, 
Jan. 

Randolph Baptist Church — Conant 
Sawyer. 

Sharon Baptist Church^Geaise N. 
Waitt. 

Tunsgfborough Baptist Church-^ J. 
W. Parkis. 

Westfield Baptist Associatuni—Z. M. 
Graves. 

Berkshire Bap. Association—^. Wil- 
der, J. L. Smith. 



Salem Bible Translation and Fhtr. 
ilfi55.5!oc.— Addison Parker, N. W.Wil- 
iiams, John Holroyd, Lemuel Pdtter, 
jun. 

Federal-st. Baptist Churchy Boston — 
Qeorge B. Ide, Heman Lincohi,Charle8 
D. Gtonld. 

Sturbridge Bap. Association — Isaac 
Merriam. 

Wendell Bap. Association — Stephen 
S. Nelson. 

Worcester Baptist Assoc. — ^Jonathan 
Aldrich, Joshua T. Everett. 

FH/rst Bap. Church, Boston — Moses 
Pond. 

Boston Baptist Association — Daniel 
Sharp, William Hague. 

Barnstable Bap. Assoc. — Seth Ewer, 
Henry Marchant. 

Nero-England 8. S. Union — S. S. 
Mallery. 

Middlesex and Norfolk Miss. Soc. — 
J. W. Parker, Joseph Hodges, jun. 

Baptist Church in Baldwin Place, 
Boston — Baron Stow, Jas. D. Knowles, 
Samuel Beal, Lewis Jones, Thomas 
Shaw. 

Boxbury Bap. Church— Bamnel Wal- 
ker. 

Baptist State Conventionr—Chnrles 
O. Kimball. 

Old Colony Baptist Association — ^John. 
Allen. 



RHODE ISLAND. 

^ Warren Baptist Associiitum^^FTfai- 
fcis Wayland, jun., David Benedict, 
John Blain, William Phillips, Silas 
Spaulding, J. C. Welsh. 

Baptist State Convention— ^oxdj^fi A.- 
Wilcox, Thomas B. Ripley. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Stonington Borough Baptist Church 
— ^J. S. Anderson. 

Union Baptist Assoc.-^J. G. Coltom. 
' Hartford Baptist Assoc, — H. D. 600- 
littlti, James li. Hodgtf. 

Lebanon Bap. Churchr^heri Meeck. 

Afford Bap. il«oc.— William Bow-' 
en, B. Cook, jun. 

New-Haven Bct/p. Ajisoc. — ^Jno. Cook- 
Son, Rollin H. Neale. 

Hartford Baptist Chwrch — Lucius 
BoUes, J. W. Dmimock. 

Hartford Bib, Soc. — Henry Jackson, 
Irah Chase, Edward Bolles, Phile- 
mon Canfield, Waterman Roberts,- J/ 
French. 

Stamford Bi^.iStoc— William Biddle. 

Saybrook Bib. Soc. — ^John H. Baker. 

Connecticut Baptist Bib. Soc. — ^^Al- 
ired Gates. 

Arner. and For. Bib. Soc. — C. G. Som- 
mers, William Colgate. 

Bap. Miss. Convention of the State of 
N. Y. — Edward Kingsford, A. M. Bee- 
bee, Daniel Putnam, Amasa Smith, 
Joel S. Bacon, O. C. Comstock, Daniel 
HascalJ, S. Ingham, Thomas Wilks. 

Chenango Assoc. Bib. Society— J. H. 
Chamberlain. 

CorUandt Assoc. Bib* Soc. — Thomas 
Purinion. 

Dutchess Assoc. Bib. Soc. — Philip Ro- 
berts, jun., E. W. Dickinson. 

Genessee Co. Bib. Soc. — ^Joseph Elli- 
ott, William Arthur. 

Hudson River Assoc.— B. M. Hill, R. 
P. Winslow, J. W. Green, A. Baker. 

Madison Assoc. Bib. Soc. — Nathaniel 
Kendrick, John Peck, Lewis Leonard, 
John Smitzer. 

Monroe Co. Bib. jSioc-^Elon Gfolusha. 

Oneida Assoc. Bib. Soc. — ^John R. 
Ludlow, R. P. Lamb. 

Chumdaga Assoc. Bib. Soc.—C. M. 
Fuller, John Manro, Isaac Hill. 

Oswego Assoc. Bib. Soc. — PeterWood- 
in, John Waterman. 

Otsego Assoc. Bib. Soc. — William B. 
Curtis, Thomas Houston. 

Rensselaer Bap. Assoc.— D?LVid Cor- 
win, Reuben Winegar, jun. 





Saratoga Bap, Assoc, — C. B. Keyc5y 
A. H. Palmer. 

Stephentottm Bap. Assoc. — L.Covell. 

Hamilton Inst. Bib. Soc— John H. 
Raymond, L. Stilson, Wm. W.EvertSy 
Frederick Ketchom. 

Ministerial Conf. of the Cibt of New- 
York arid wcini^y— Luther Crawford, 
John Middleton. 

Amenia Bap. Church — Luman W, 
Webster. 

Amity-st. Bap. Churchy N. Y. — ^W. 
R. WiUiams, D. WUUams, T. R. 
Green. 

Athem BapUst C%ttrc^— Samuel B. 
Willis. 

Bethel Baptist Church, N. Y.—Wta. 
Q. Miller. 

CattskiU Bib. 5toc.— Samuel Wilson. 

Cazenovia Bib. Soc.—Wm. Clarke, 
James Nickerson. 

Central Bap. Church, N. Y. — Wil- 
liam H. Card, Micajab Stanniels. 

First Bap. Church Bib. Soc., N Y. 
—William Parkinson, T. Thomas, P. 
Coflrey, S. Pier, W. Durburrow, X 
Geer, B. B. St. John, L. Denney. 

First Bap. Church, Albany — A. L. 
Covell, J. G. Wasson, J. P. Brayton^ 

Pirst Bap. Church, Brooklyn — ^Jona- 
than Going, SUas Iteley, C. W. Brad- 
bury. 

Freetovm Bap, Church — D. B. Puria* 
ton. 

Homer Bap. Church — ^J. W. Taggart. 

Hamilton Bap. Church Bib. Soc. — 
Aaron Perkins, 

Hudson BUp. Church Bib. Soc. — Mo- 
ses Field. 

Le Roy Bap. Church — Thomas A. 
Warner. 

Macedon Bap. Church Bib. Soc. — 
Lewis Ranstead, P. Spear. 

North Bap. Church, N. Y.—J. H. 
ToWnsend. 

North Beriah Bap. Church, N Y.— * 
Duncan Dunbar, John Wellslager, 
William Keep. 

North Beriah Bap. Church Bib. Soc, 
N Y.— Amos Bridges, Thos. Davis. 

Olivef-st. Bap. Church, N. Y.—S. H. 
Cone, T. Purser, W. D. Murphy, W. 
Williams, T. B. Hotchkiss, L. Davies, 
J. West. 

Oliver-st. Female Bib. Soc N. Y.— 
Silas J. Ev8(ns, S. Rayi&or, Zebedee 
Ring. 

PearUst. Bap. Church, Albany— B. 
T. Welch, J. A. Burke. 

Schenectady Baptist Church — ^John 
Pierson. 

Second Church Brooklyn Bib. Soc— 
Octavius Winslow, Alexander Stewad. 
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$UUen Island Bap. Church — Samael 
White. 

Sixteenth-st. Bap. Church, N. Y, — 
David Bernard. 

South Bap. Church Bib. Soc. N.Y.— 
Thomas T. Underwood, R. C. Smith. 

StantovrU. Bap. Church, N. Y. — 
George Benedict, John N. Wyckoff, 
James Cowah. 

West Baptist Church, N. Y. — John 
Dolling, Wm. Winterton, Charles 
W. Houghton. 

West TVoy Bap. Church — Frederick 
S. Parke. 

Whitesborough Bap. Church — Clessen 
P. Sheldon. 

Essex and Champlain Bap. Assoc. — 
Hiram Safibrd. 

NEW-JERSET. 

Nottingham Square Bap. Church — 
Searing Stites, Richard Bassaw, Hen- 
ry Hutchinson. 

Burlington Bap. Church — Samael 
Aaron, John Boozer^ Peter Powell, 
David Oliver, Jacob Wright, James 
Tage, Daniel Kelsay, Wm. V. Wil- 
son, Joseph Beldon, John Courtney. 

Pernberton Baptist Church — Timothy 
Jackson, Thos. Swaim. 

Baptist State Convention — Daniel 
Dodge, Henry Smalley, G. S. Webb, 
M. J. Rhees, P. P. Runyon, James E. 
Welch. 

. Newark Bap. Church — ^James Hague, 
jun. 

Mount Holly Bap. Church — Henry 
K. Green, A. H. Smith, W. Lucas. 

Vincent Town Bap. Church— "WW- 
liam Smith. 

Bordentown Bap. Church— John C. 
Harrison, Thomas T. Blyer, Joseph 
K. Hillegas. 

'Prenton and Lamberton Bap. Church 
— David Brister, Joab H. Mershon. 

First Bap. Church, Cape May — Sam- 
uel Smith. 

Second Bap. Church, Cape May — M. 
Cluin. 

Scotch Plains Baptist Church — ^John 
Rogers. 

jRahway Baptist Church — Simon J. 
Drake, Robert B. Moore. 

JFHrst Bap. Church. Cohansey — Noah 
Flanagan, Samuel Fithian. 

Hightstown Baptist Church — C. W. 
MulJord. 

CedarvUle Bap. Church — E. D. Fen- 
dall, Ebenezer Westcott. 

Memington Bap. CAttrcA— Charles 
BartoUeU. 

Upper JFVeehoid Bap. Church — James 
M. Chailiss, Ezborn R. Cole. 

Camden Bap, Church — Joseph Shep- 



pard, Charles Saxton, Isaac Smiths 
Aaron Fortener. 

Jacobstovm Bap. Church— ChB.T\es J. 
Hopkins. 

Sussex Bap. ii550c.~Isaac Moore, T. 
C. Teasdale. 

Morristovm Bap. CAurcA— Williaitt 
Sym. 

Freehold Bap. CAiircA— Peter Simon- 
son. 

WoodiUrton Ba^ist Church— Elijtih 
Griffith, William Bacon. 

Bridgton Fern. Bib. iS^.— Thomas 
G. Keen. 

Bib. Soc. o/2d Bam. Church, Middle 
^<nw— William D. Hires. 

Saiem Bap. CAwrcA— Samael Night- 
ingale, John P. Cooper. 

PENNSTLVANU. 

Philadelphia Bap. AssocitUion — H. 
G. Jones, Joseph Mathias, John S. Jen- 
kins, Samael Huggens, Joseph Walk-> 
er, R. F. Young, Joseph Taylor, D. A. 
Nichols. 

Blockley Bap. Church^J. R. Hamp- 
son, Thomas Davis. 

Norristoum Baptist Church — Charles 
E. Wilson. 

Miteitoion Baptist CAwrcA'— Levi G. 
Beck, William Hartley. 

Lower Dublin Bap. Church — Tho- 
mas Miles, Morgan Holmes. 

Centre Ba^. Assoc. — ^Joseph Miles, D* 
Williams, F. R. Potts, C. Tucker, jun. 

Cenbrdl Union Bap. Assoc. — William 
T. Brantly, C. Moore, B. R, Loxley. 

Bridgewater Baptist Church— J. B, 
Worden. 

Pittsburgh and Alleghany Bib. Soc, — 
William Shadrach, Joseph Trevor, 
Samuel Williams, B. Allen. 

Reading Bap. Church-'K. M. Bar- 
ker. 

Great Valley Bap. CAvrcA— Leonard 
Fletcher, William B. Bingham, David 
Phillips, John M. Pugh. 

Great Valley Bib. Soc. — John Pugb, 
Edward Siter, Thomas Jones, George 
Phillips, John Jones, Z. Supplee. 

Bap. Fern. Bib. Assoc, Phila. — J. H. 
Kennard, William M. Collom, Alex- 
ander Burden, Thomas Woodcock, 
Joseph Bamhurst, John Mustin, Th(>> 
mas Price, Thomas Rawlings, T. P. 
Sherburne, William B. Way, Samael 
Rue. 

West Chester Bap. CAitrcA— George 
J. Miles. 

WiUistovm Baptist Chxvrch — Daniel 
Trites. 

Moyamensing Bap. Church, Phila. — 
Benjamin Siegfried. 

AinngUm Bap. Assoc— '^•eKrj CratC»^ 



Rufus Grinnell, Lucien Hayden, Jas. 
Mumford. 

Fern. Bib, Soc. Lower Dublin, — Na- 
than Stetson. 

Sansojn-st. Bap. Church, PhUa.-^A, 
D. Gillett, John Hasall, W. Moore, A. 
Mustin, D. B. Hinman, C. Wilkinson, 
J. B. Trevor. 

New Market-st, Bap, Churchy PhUa. 
— ^John Jones, P. Ebert, J. Townsend, 
C. A. Wilson, S. B. Shepherd. 

Qoshen Bap. Church — Joseph Jones. 

Holmesburg Bap, CAwrcA^- John El- 
lis, J. W. Griffith, George W. Holmes, 
W. Bartollett, 

Spruce-st. Bap. Church — Rufus Bab- 
cocK, jr., Thomas Larcomb. 

Windsor Bap. Church — ^Josiah Phil- 
lips. 

Phenixville Baptist Church — Philip 
Jones. 

Northumberland Bap. Assoc. — Greorge 
Higgins, James Moore, jr. 

Brantrim Bap, CAtorcA—Elijah Stur- 
devant. 

Spruce-st. Fern.. Bib. fitoc., PhUa. — 
J. M. Linnard, Silas W. Sexton. 

CetUral Baptist Churchy PhUa, — ^J. J. 
Woolsey, D. T. Stuart. 

Frankford Bap. Church — J. Salmon, 
J. Reed, E. ShaUcross, G. Young. 

Raxborough Bap. Ch/wrch. — Thomas 
Levering, David J. Morgan, Wm. Ro- 
ney. 

Lower Merlon Bap. Church — John P. 
Walter, John P. Hall, Bethel Moore, 
Thomas Foreman, Aaron Johnson. 

DELAWARE. 

Delaware For, Bib, Society — C. W. 
Denison. 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland Union Assoc.^Sievihen P. 
Hill, William Crane. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Washington Bib, Soc. — Obadiah B. 
Brown. 

Second Church Bib, Soc, Washington 
^Robert P. Anderson. 

VIRGINLL. 

Portsmouth Baptist Assoc, — Thomas 
Hume, A. P. Repiton. 

Bruington Bap. Chwrch — William S. 
Hansell, J. Keen. 

Baptist Churches^ Richmond — ^Jacob 
F. Barnes, Joseph Mettam, A. J. Crane. 

Dover Bap. Assoc. — ^John Gk>odall, 
James C. Crane. 

Moratico Bib. Soc, — A. Hall. 

Virginia and For, Bib, Soc^J. B. 
Jeter, J. B. Taylor, Eli Ball. 

Roanoke Bap. Assoc,^. Q. Mills. 



Parkersburg Bible Society — Hiram 
Gear, (of Ohio.) 

Appomaiox Bap. Assoc. — A. A. Da- 
vidson, E. W. Roach. 

Qoshen Ba/p, Assoc, — James Fife, 
Hemdon Frazer. 

DanviMe Bap. Church — Isaac S. Tin- 
sley. 

Cwmberland-st, Bap, Church, Nor- 
>M:— Thomas D. Toy. 

Fredericksburg Bap, Church — ^John 
Teasdale. 

Northumberland Bib, Soc, — Edwin 
Nelms. 

Va, E. Shore Bib, Society — William 
Laws. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

A'. C. Bib. Soc. — Thomas Meredith, 
John Armstrong, Francis Hawley, 
Amos J. Battle. 

Anson Co, Aux. Bible Society — ^John 
Culpepper. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Lower Fork of Lynches Creek Church 
— Thomas Msison. 

Edgefield Bap. Assoc, — William B. 
Johnson.* 

GEORGIA. 

Georgia Bap, Assoc. — Adiel Sher- 
wood. 

ALABAB1&. 

Ala. Bap. Bib. Soc. — Joseph Lacy,* 
Ira M. Allen, Robert W. Cushman, (of 
Philadelphia.) 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Bap. State Convention — R. G. Green, 

TENNESSEE. 

Term. Bap. Convention — Robert B. 
C. Howell.* 

Third Creek Bap. Church, {E. Tenn.) 
— Samuel Love. 

KENTUCKY. 

Pleasant Grove Bap. CAttrcA— Rob- 
ert T. Anderson. 

omo. 

Miami Co, Bib. Society — Alfred Ben- 
nett. 

Cincinnati Bib. Soc, — J, B. Cook. 

MicmoAN. 

Bap. State Convention— John Booth, 
Robert Tumbnll. 

INDUNA. 

Laughery Bib, Soc. — Isaac Ferris. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago Bap, Church-B. H. CUft. 
* Absent. 



On motion, a committee of one from each state and district repre* 
sented, was appointed to nominate ofHcers of the Convention, viz : — 

Adam Wilson, Maine, William Crane, Maryland, 

£. £. Commings, New-Hampshire, O. B. Brown, Dist. of Columbia, 

Ira Person, Vermont, James B. Taylor, Virginia, 

N. W. Williams, Massachusetts, Thomas Meredith, North Carolina, 

J. C. Welsh, Rhode Island, Thomas Mason, South Carolina, 

John Cookson, Connecticut, Adiel Sherwood, Georgia, 

£lon Gralusha, New-York, R. W. Cushman, for Alabama, 

G. S. Webb, New-Jersey, R. G. Green, Mississippi, 

J. H. Kennurd, PennsyWania, Samuel Love, Tennessee, 

C. W. Denison, Delaware, Robert T. Anderson, Kentucky. 

Hiram Gear, Ohio, Isaac Ferris, Indiana, 

John Booth, Michigan, B. H. Clift, Illinois. 

On motion, 

Resolved^ That the officers be elected by hand vote. 

Resolved^ That a committee of three be appointed to prepare rules 
of order for the government of the Convention, 

The committee consists of B. T. Welch, O. C. Comstock, and J. 
M. Linnard. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That when the Convention* shall adjourn, it be till 9 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

The committee of nomination reported, recommending the following 
individuals for officers : — 

V RUFUS BABCOCK, Jr., President, 

Adiel Sherwood, } ^ « • 
Baron Stow. \ «*«•«'«"«. 

^ho were unanimously elected. 
Adjourned. 
Prayer by Thomas Curtis, of Maine. 

Thursday morning, April 27. 
The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 
Prayer was offered by S. H. Cone, of New- York. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The committee appointed to prepare rules of order reported, and 
their report was accepted without amendment, as follows : — 

1. The President shall take the chair precisely at the hoar to which the 
Convention adjourned. He shall detide all qaestions of order and prece- 
dence, sabject to an appeal to the Convention. 

2. At every sitting, ihe business shall be opened and concluded by prajrer. 

3. All resolutions shall be presented in writing, and distinctly read from 
ihe chair previous to discussion ; and when susceptible of division, they shall, 
at the request of two members, be so divided that the question be taken upon 
the separate points* No amendment shall be entertained that tends to destroy 
the original resolution ; bat sabstitutes may be admitted on postponement of 
the matter under debate. Members may have the privilege of withdrawing 
what they have submitted, unless amended by the Convention. 

4. No' member shall speak more than twice to the same question, unless on 
leave asked an4 obtained, but may explain or correct a misapprehension. 

5. Members speaking shall confine themselves strictly to the sabject of 
discussion, and shall not be interrupted except by the chair. 

6. A motion to adjourn shall always be in ordeX) ax^ \^<^xl m^carox ^i^M^< 
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• The following additional rule was proposed : — 

^ Any delegation may require that a question be taken by ayes and 
noes ; and in such case every religious body represented in this Con- 
vention shall be entitled to one vote." 

An amendment was offered, striking out the words " religious body*" 
and inserting *' state and district." 

The rule and amendment were both laid on the table. 

The following resolution was offered : — 

Whereas the American Bible Society has ratified the rescdutions of 
the Board of Managers, passed Feb. 17, 1836— Therefore, 

Resolved, That it becomes the duty of the Baptist denomination of 
the United States to form a distinct organization for Bible distribution, 
and translation in foreign languages. 

By request, the resolution was divided, so as to separate the words 
** in foreign languages." 

As a substitute for the former part, including the preamble, the fol- 
lowing was proposed, and after discussion, passed : — 

Resolved, That under existing circumstances, it is the indispensable 
duty of the Baptist denomination in the United States to organize a 
distinct Society, for the purpose of aiding in the translation, printing, 
and circulation, of the Sacred Scriptures. 

The latter part of the resolution, viz., " in foreign languages,** was 
laid on the table. 

The following resolution was offered : — 

Resolved, That a committee of one delegate fiom. each State repre- 
sented here be appointed, to whom shall be referred the consideration 
of the question, whether or not the proposed society shall be confined 
to foreign translation ; and that the committee report at the opening of 
the next session. 

Pending the debate upon this resolution, the Convention adjourned 
till half-past seven o'clock, P. M. 

Prayer by James B. Taylor, of Va. 

Half-past 7, P. M. 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

Prayer by Daniel Sharp, of Mass. 

The resolution under discussion at the close of the morning session 
was laid on the table. 

The clause of the resolution which was laid on the table in the 
morning, embracing the words " in foreign languages" was taken up 
and discussed. 

The following addition was proposed as an amendment, — <* and for 
their cireulation in the English language in the version now in common 
use." 

Before taking the question, the Convention adjourned till 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Prayer by John Culpepper, of N. C. 

Friday^ April 28. 
The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

Prayer was offered by W. T. Brantly, of Pennsylvania. 
Th^ journal of yesterday was read and approve^]. 



It was ordered that the Secretaries continue to enrol the names of 
delegates who may present the requisite credentials. 

The communications addressed to the Convention, including the 
credentials of the delegates, were referred to a committee consisting 
of C. G. Sommers, Lucius BoUes, and Jonathan Going. 

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken up, the question 
being on the amendment under consideration when the Convention ad- 
journed last evening. 

The discussion was continued, but before taking the question, the 
Convention adjourned till 3 o'clock. P. M. 

Prayer by Adiel Sherwood, of Ga. 

Aflernoon* 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

Prayer by Henry Jackson, of Connecticut. 

The discussion of the amendment under consideration before ad- 
journment, was resumed. 

After Prayer by John Peck, of N. Y., the question was taken, and 
decided in the negative. 

A motion was made to strike out the words " in foreign languages," 
and discussed. 

Pending the discussion, the Convention adjourned till half-past 7 
o'clock in the evening. 

Player by Thomas Mason, of S. C. 

Evening, 
The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

Prayer by James E. Welch, of N. J. 

The committee to whom were referred the credentials and letters, 
reported in part, verbally, and were instructed to bring in a written 
report. 

The question was taken upon the proposition to strike out the 
words ^ in foreign languages" and decided in the affirmative. 

The following resolutions were then proposed and passed :-^ 

Resolved^ That this organization be known by the name of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society. 

Resolved^ That the Society confine its efibrts during the ensuing 
year to the circulation of the word of God in foreign tongues. 

Resolved^ That the Baptist denomination in the United States be 
affectionately requested to send to the Society, at its annual meeting 
during the last week in April, 1838, their views as to the duty of the 
Society to engage in the work of home distribution. 

Resolved, That a committee of one from each state and district re- 
presented in this Convention be appointed to draft a constitution, and 
nominate a board of officers and managers for the ensuing year. 

The conamittee contemplated by the last resolution consists of 

Nathaniel Kendrick, New- York, H* Jackson, Connecticut, 

Thomas Curtis, Maine, Joseph Miles, Pennsylvania, 

Oren Tracy, New-Hampshire, Charles W. Denison, Delaware, 

I. Person, Vermont, S. P. Hill, Maryland, 

Lacins Bolles, Massachusetts, Obadiah B. Brown, Dist. of Columbia» 

D. Benedict, Rhode Island, Eli Ball, Virginia, 

paniel Dodge, New-Jersey, J. Culpepper, North Carolina, 
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Thomas Mason, South Carolina, 
Adiel Sherwood, Georgia, 
R. W. Cashman, Alabama, 
R. 6. Green, Mississippi, 
Samuel Love, Tennessee^ 



Robert T. Anderson, Kentucky^ 
J. B. Cook, Ohio, 
John Booth, Michigan, 
I. Ferris, Indiana, 
B. H. Clifl, Illinois. 



On motion. 

Resolved unanimously, That the members of this ConventioQ cor- 
dially concur with their brethren of sister denominations, to secure 
from desecration thiB Lord's day, and to promote its due observance. 

On motion, 

Resolved unanimously^ That this Convention beg to express their 
warmest thanks to the kind friends who have so hospitably entertained 
them during their visit in this city; and that they consider the sys- 
tematic and efficient means to provide for their accommodation as pre- 
senting an example worthy of imitation on all similar occasions. 

Adjourned t'dl 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Prayer by Stephen S. Nelson, of Massachusetts. 

Saturday, April 29w 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

Prayer by Samuel Williams, of Pa. 

The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The committee to whom were referred the communications address- 
ed to the Convention, made the following report, which was accepted. 

Tho Committee to whom was referred the communications addressed to 
the Convention, including the credentials of the delegates, beg leave to Re- 
port- 
That the documents submitted to them, consist chiefly of letters,' embracing 
credentials of the delegates composing this Convention ; together with the 
minates of associations, state conventions, and mission societies, some o( 
which contain certificates of the appointment of delegates, and others, ex- 
pressing the definite opinions of those bodies upon the Bible question. In 
nearly all the letters and minutes where particular instructions are given to 
the delegates, your Committee find a very decided sentiment in favour of a 
distinct and unfettered organization, for Bible translation and distribution. 

CHARLES G. SOMMERS, Chairman. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That this Convention regard the Christian Review as 
highly important to the interests of religion and learning, and as entitled 
to the cordial and efficient support of their brethren throughout the 
country. 

The Committee appointed to diaft a constitution and nominate offi- 
cers, reported a form of a constitution. This part of the report was 
accepted, and the draft was taken up, each article by itself. While the 
first article was under consideration, the convention adjourned till 
3 o'clock P. M. 

Prayer by Samuel Love, of Tenn. 

Afternoon. 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 

Prayer by Benajah Cook, jr. of Con. 

The discussion of the Constitution was resumedi and all the articles 
were adopted without amendment. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

Art. I. The name of this Society shall be, The American and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

Art. II. The object of this Society shall be, to aid io the translation, 
printing, and circulation, of the Sacred Scriptares. 

Art. III. Each contribator of three dollars annaally shall be a member. 

Art. IV. Each contribator of thirty dollars at one time shall bo a mem- 
ber for life. 

Art. y. Each contribator of one hundred and fifty dollars shall be a life 
director. 

Art. YI. Every Baptist minister who is a life member, and all life direc- 
tors, shall have the privilege of participating in the deliberations of the 
Board. 

Art. YII. All Bible Societies agreeing to place their surplus funds in the 
treasury of the Society, shall be auxiliaries, and the officers of such societies 
shall be ex officio directors of this* 

Art. YIII. A Board of Managers shall be appointed to conduct the 
business of the Society, consisting of thirty-six brethren in good standing in 
Baptist churches, sixteen of whom shall reside in the city of New-Yorl^ or 
its vicinity ; the whole board to be elected annual^ ^ the Society, and to 
hold their office until superseded by a new election* Tiie board shall have 
power to fill such vacancies as may occur in their number. 

Art. IX. The President, Yice Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurer, 
shall be ex officio members cf the board. 

Art. X. The managers shall meet monthly, or oftener if necessary, at 
such time and place as they shall adjourn to, five of whom shall be a quorum* 

Art. XL The managers shall have the power of appointing such persons 
as may have rendered essential services to the Society, either members for 
life, or directors for life* 

Art. XII. At the meetings of the Society, and of the board of managers, 
the president, or, in his absence, the vice president first upon the list then 
present, and in the absence of all the vice presidents, the treasurer, and in his 
absence, such member as shall be ehosen for that purpose, shall preside. 

Art. XIII. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held at New- York 
on Thursday after the last Wednesday in JVpril in each year, or at any other 
time or place, at the option of the Society, when the accounts of the treasurer 
shall be presented, and a president, vice presidents, secretaries, treasurer, and 
a board of managers, shall be chosen for the ensmng year. 

Art. XIY. The president shall, at the written request of six members of 
the board, call special meetings of the board of managers, causing at least 
three days notice of such meetings. 

Art. XY. The whole of the minutes of every meeting shall be signed by 
the chairman and secretary. 

Art. XYI. No alteration shall be made in this Constitution, except by the 
vote of two-thirds of the members of the Society present at an annual 
meeting. 

Resolved, That the articles now read and adopted be the constitu- 
tion of the Society, to govern its future operations. 
Adjourned till half past 7 o'clock. 
Prayer by R. G. Green, of Mi. 

Evening. 

The Convention met agreeably to adjournment. 
Prayer by Heman Lincob, of Mass. 

The Committee on nomination of officers reported a list, and the re- 
port was accepted. 
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OFFICERS. 



President. 

SPENCER H. CONE, of New-YorL 

Tice-Presidents. 



Nicholas Brown, Rhode-Island, 
JosiAH W. Seavcr, Maine^ 
JoBiAH QumcT, New-Hampshire, 
John P. Skinner, Vermont, 
James H* Duncan, Massachusetts, 
Hiram Rider, Connecticut, 
Friend Humphrey, New-York, 
James Vanderpool, New-Jersey, 
Joseph Miles, Pennsylvania, 
William G. Jones, Delaware, 
James WiLSpN, Maryland, 
Stephen Chapin, Dist, of Columbia, 
Alexander Fleet, Virginia, 



Peter P. Lawrence, N, Caroiinaf 
William B. 0*Niell, <$. CarolinOf 
Wilson Lumpkin, Georgia, 
John L* Daog, Alabama, 
Benjamin Whitefield, Miss, 
R. B. C Howell, Tennessee, 
William Tandy, Kentucky, 
James Dunlavf, Ohio, 
Jesse L. Holman, Indiana, 
Elias Comstock, Michigan, 
Benjamin F. Edwards, HlvnoiSf 
Jeremiah Vardeman, Missouri. 



Charles 6. Sommbrs, of New- York, Corresponding Secretary, 
William Colgate, of New- York, Treasurer* 
John West, of New- York, Recording Secretary* 



N. Caswell, 
W. Church, 
E. Corning, 
J. H. Greenman, 
J. B. Halstead, 
£. Lewis, 
S. McCorkle, 
L Newton, 
R- Pegg, 
Thos. Purser, 
Thos. Thomas, 
R. F. Wmslow, 



a 

► 
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Manai^ers. 

Jas. A. Townsend, H >» 
Wm. Winterton, 
W. H: Wyckoff, 
J. N. Wyckoff, 

A. Maclay, 
Daniel Dodge, 

B. T. Welch, 
R. Bahcock, Jr. 
R. W. Cushman, 
A. D. Gillett, 
Wm. Crane, Maryland, 
Win. F. Broaddus, Va, 




Thomas Meredith, N. C* 
Wm. B. Johnson, S. C 
J. K. Mclver, S. C. 
Ashley Vaughn, Miss. 
S. W. Lynd, Ohio. 
Jesse Mercer, Greorgia. 
Samuel Lore, Tenn. 
D. D. Pratt, N. H. 
John Conant, Vt. 
Lucius Belles, Mass. 
Henry Jackson, Conn. 
Alexis Caswell, R. L 



Resolved, That this list be the oificisrs and managers of the Society 
for the ensuing year. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the President and Secretaries be requested to pre- 
pare and address a circular to the churches of our denomination, laying 
before them these resolutions. On motion, 

Resolved, That the Board of the Bible Society, be requested to pub- 
lish and circulate the minutes of this Convention. On motion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention, are due to the Presi- 
dent for his able, impartial, and conciliatory conduct in the chair. 

On motion. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are due to the Secre- 
taries, for the ability and'tidelity with which they have discharged their 
laborious duties during the session. 

The journal of to-day was read and approved. 
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After the reading and approval of the minutes, the President rose 
and remarked : — 

I should do violence to my feelings, and iU requite the kindness 
which the members of this Convention have manifested towards me, 
were I to allow the vote just passed to be entered on your minutes, 
without some acknowledgment, on my part, of what t owe this body. 
Called most unexpectedly to the duties of the Chair, it was no affecta- 
tion of humihty and self-distrust which led me to the earnest expres- 
sions of regret which I then uttered, and to desire being excused from 
its duties. My brethren will bear with me for a moment, with their 
usual indulgence, in referring to my own embarrassing situation. 
Without any experience in duties of this kind, and with a perfect con- 
sciousness of the superior fitness of many in our number, to whom on 
account of their years and wisdom, I had been accustomed to look up 
with a degree of veneration, and at whose feet I ever dehght to sit for 
instruction ; 1 was still more intimidated by the conviction of the dig- 
nity and importance of the occasion. The largest body of baptized 
believers in the world, by a delegation unparalleled either for numbers 
or influence among us, had assembled for deliberation on topics of sur- 
passing interest ; — certain to affect, favourably or otherwise, them- 
selves, and no small part of the world around them, for many genera- 
tions. It had been intimated also, that serious and wide differences of 
judgment already existed among us ; and those opposed to our deno- 
minational interests and rights, were already exulting in ill suppressed 
inanifestations of satisfaction, that our attepipt to secure ourselves 
against the wrongs we had suffered, would surely fail by divided coun* 
«d8. It was scarcely to be expected, that under such circumstances, 
debates could be conducted on topics of most exciting and absorbing 
interest, without moving to temporary excess the minds of the conven- 
tion. When to all these anticipated sources of embarrassment, there 
was also added a consideration of the character of the convention, 
consisting, for the most part, of those of us who are more accustomed 
to speak than to hear, and who have little opportunity to learn, by ex- 
perience, the patient endurance of contradiction, you may easily con- 
ceive that the moment which surprised me with the proffer of tlus sta* 
tion, was one of intense and disquieting solicitude. Unable to secure 
your acquiescence in my withdrawment from the chair, afler fervently 
looking up to Him who can strengthen the weak and guide the erring, 
I ca8t«myself on your indulgence. Need I say how soon my fears 
were dissipated ? That a few hours experience was sufficient to con- 
vince me how needless was anxiety. The moral dignity of the occa-* 
sion, the magnitude, and the holy disinterestedness of the great theme 
which filled all hearts among us, evinced its potent influence to conaen- 
trate on itself the united desires, and counsels, and action of those 
whom it had drawn together. I cannot give utterance to the emotions 
which have been excited in my own breast, in yours, and in the atten- 
tive throng whose absorbed interest has held them in your presence for 
the last four days, by the blessed, uniting, restraining influence of this 
great theme. When differences of opinion on some minor points- 
differences honestly, and long, and tenaciously entertained — have seem- 
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ed Hot the moment about to open a separating chasm, how delightful to 
witness the prompt flowing in of a full tide of fraternal, Christian love, 
to unite, to cover, to cement in one. He must be more or less than 
human, who could witness such scenes unmoved. To the generous 
forbearance, concession, and candid indulgence which the Convention 
have delighted to exercise and manifest, must it be attributed in no 
small degree, that disorder and tumult have been entirely unknown, and 
that scarcely any personalities have marred the sweetness of the scene. 
Nor would I fail distinctly to acknowledge in this connexion, as result- 
ing from the same source, that in the eomphcated duties made obliga- 
tory upon me, while endeavouring to follow the meagre rules of order 
which had been prescribed, sometimes enforcing them with rigid exact- 
ness, and at others jdelding to the obvious desire of the Convention for 
a wider license in their application, you have not called for a single ap- 
peal, nor hesitated to susteiin with a generous confidence, every requi- 
sition. Let me assure you, that highly as I appreciate this support, it 
is noticed here, to ascribe it as is due, to yourselves and not to me. 

When I remember how many have here risen to speak, at dif- 
ferent times and on various points of our deliberation, who, for want 
of time, have not been heard — and how many more— even hun- 
dreds, as capable as the best among us, to entertain, enlighten, and 
guide, have not even made the attempt, I cannot but feel, what is cer- 
tainly a common sentiment here, that such forbearence is above all 
praise. The presence and the silence of these beloved brethren, have 
not failed to exert a most salutary influence, and together with the lift- 
ing up of their hearts to God for his gracious guidance, have most effi- 
ciently assisted to secure the auspicious result of our deliberations. 

The hour of final parting has at length arrived. The object of our 
convocation has been secured. We part now in affection and peace. 
If some slight wounds have been made, they are not left to fester and 
extend — ^blessed be God, they have been kindly healed. If all is not 
immediately gained, which the most sanguine had hoped, much is cer- 
tainly secured Jboth for the present and the future, in the cordial and 
mutual concessions which here have renewedly bound us together in 
welcome, and I trust, indissoluble ties. The nature of our enterprise, 
and the principle of our union, furnish the best guarantee of future har- 
mony and success. To give the Sacred Scriptures, God's own book, 
feithfully translated, to darkened and perishing heathen — O what an 
object — how benevolent, holy, ennobling ! Can we ever repent that 
we have laboured in this cause 1 Will it plant any thorns in our dpng 
pillows, that we have put forth strenuous efforls, and made some sacri- 
fices to give to dying pagans the lamp of life ? Shall we not return to 
our respective spheres of labour, with more determined energy to pro- 
secute the noble design, which, while we have here looked upon it, has 
filled us with unutterable dehght ! While we press the gospel to our 
own hearts, with all its bUssful hopes, can we forget the souls of the 
perishing who never yet welcomed the glad tidings ? 

There is now lying open before me, the minutes of the first Baptist 
General Convention, for foreign missions, which met in this city twenty- 
three years since. It consisted of less than one tenth of the number 
which have now assembled — ^but the list of its members, presents 
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names highly honoured throughout our land. How affecting is the me*- 
mento thus furnished of human transientnesa. More than two-thirds 
of their number have passe^away. Furman and Baldwin, Williams 
and Staughton, with their venerable and worthy associates, have left 
the scene of their toils, and have entered into their rest. But while in 
their own persons, they are thus transitory and fading — the noble in- 
stitution whose foundations they then laid in faith and prayer, has risen 
to a commanding elevation, Where each year witnesses new accessions 
to its resources, and wider and more blest results from its operations. 
Some thousands of the heathen have already occasion to bless God for 
that undertaking, feeble as seemed its beginnings, and we trust that mil- 
lions will stand up in the judgment as trophies of its success. We too* 
must die. Some of our number will probably be removed to the waM. 
of spirits before another anniversary ; and successive years wiU continue 
to wittaess the thinning of these ranks, till all are gone. But if this 
blessed book which we have associated to diffuse, is made our own di- 
rectory, and God shaU smile on our humble endeavour to disseminate 
his word, this institution will not die ; and we shall one day meet its 
record and its fruits on high. 

Dear brethren of the Convention, receive from my full heart — as dl 
it has to give, kny warmest, humblest Ikai&s, while I bid you, in this 
official relation, Fakewbll. 

The ntaion h3rmn was then sung, and a closing prayer offered by 
brother Stow, of Boston, one of the Secretaries of the Convention, 
when the final adjoumm^it was amouiiced^ and all sepaiated in Ioto. 



CIRGULAR OF THE BIBLE CONVENTION, 

HELD IN PHILADSLPHIA, 

To the BapHgt Ohurchet throughmU fke VmM SttOn, 

Dbar Brethrek,— At the recent Bible Convention assembled in 
this city, churches, associations, coBhrentions, and societies of the 
Baptist denomination, from tWenty-thWe of the United States, and the 
District of Columbia, were represented by an aggregate amount of 
numbers and intelligence, unequalled, probably, in the past history of 
our advancement. After much prayerful deliberation, a very gratifying 
degree of unanimity was manifest in reference to the importance of a 
distinct Bible organization, to furnish the requisite means for distri- 
buting faithful translations of God's word in foreign languages. 

As a matter of compromise, it was unanimously agreed to confine the 
operations of the Society which has been organized by the Convention, 
during the ensuing year, to the circulation of the Sacred Scriptures in 
foreign tongues; and in the mean time to solicit the denomination 
throughout our land, to send up to the first annual meeting of the So- 
ciety in New- York, the last week in April, 1838, their views as to the 
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duty of the Society to engage in home distribution after that period. 
The following are the Resolutions passed by the Convention on this 
subject. 

1. '* Resolved, That under existing circumstances, it is the indispeBsable daty 
of the Baptist denomination in the United States, to organize a distinct Se- 
eiety for tho purpose of aiding in the translation, printing, and circulation of 
(the Sacred Scriptures. 

3. '* Resolved, That this organization be known by the name of the Amerir 
can and Foreign Bible Society. 

3. '^ Resolved, That the Society confine its efforts, daring the ensuing year, 
to the circulation of the Word of God, in foreign tongues. 

4. *' Resolved, that the Baptist denomination in the United States be affec^ 
tionateiy requested to send to the Society, at its annual meeting, during the last 
week in April, 1838, their views as to the duty of the Society to engage in 
the work of home distribution. 

5. '* Resolved, That a conunittee of twenty-four members, one from each 
iState, be appointed to draft a Constitution, and nominate a Board of Officers 
for the ensuing year.'' 

In accordance with the last of these Resolutions, a Constitution has 
been adopted, and the Officers of the Society for the ensuing year 
have been appointed. The seat of its operations is fixed in the city of 
New-York, and the undersigned, in obedience to the direction of the 
Convention, beg leave, with respectful earnestness, to call the early, 
enlightened, and candid attention of all the Baptist churches in our 
country, to the question submitted to their decision in the 4th Reso- 
lution. 

Without attempting to enumerate the reasons which require to be 
taken into account in forming an accurate judgment, we may here be 
permitted to remark, that sufficient time and opportunity will be allowed 
to all our churches, to form and express such a decision as they think 
most in accordance with facts and duty — ^best adapted to honour God, 
and bless a ruined world. That you may be guided aright in this im- 
portant question, and especially that you may not fad to send your 
views as above requested, either by delegates or by letter [addressed 
to the Correspondmg Secretary of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, N. Y.] was the earnest desire of the Convention, by whose 
order and in whose behalf we beg leave affectionately to salute you, as 

Your Brethren in Christ Jesus. 

RUFUS BABCOCK, Jr., President. 

Baron Stow, > Secretaries of the 

Adiel Sherwood, ) Convention. 

Philadelphia, May 1, 1837; 



AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 



Philadelphia, April 26, 1837. 

The Society met pursuant to previous notice, at 3 P. M. 

Prayer by Brother Joseph Elliott, of Wyoming, N. Y. 

On motion, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary be directed to submit to 
the Bible Convention, about to meet in Philadelphia, a brief abstract of 
the operations of the Society during the period of its incipient organiza- 
tion, should such abstract be called for by the Convention. 

Resolved, That the Society now adjourn, to meet again at the call of 
the President. 

Philadelphia, May 1, 1837. 

At the call of the President, the society assembled in the meeting 
house of the Baptist church, in Sansom-st. at 7 P. M. 

Prayer was offered by Brother T. B. Ripley, of Providence. 

The Treasurer, Wm. Colgate, of N. Y. presented the following ab- 
stract of his account, which on motion of Lewis Leonard, of Cazenovia, 
N. Y., seconded by Joseph Taylor, of Philadelphia, was accepted. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Wm. Coloati, Treasurer, in acct, with the American and Foreign Bible Society. 



1837. 
Apr. 21. 



1836. 
July 6. 



Aug. 3, 
1337. 
. Feb. 1. 



To amount of receipts from Auxiliary Societies, Associa- 
tions, Churches, and Individuals, all the items having been 
published in the American Baptist, and in the Quarterly pa- 
pers of the Society, 



Db. 



By amount paid to the Baptist Missionary Society, Lon- 
don, for printing and circulating Brethren Pearce and Yates' 
Version of the Bengalee New Testament, 

By amount paid the Baptist General Convention of the 
United States for Missionary purposes, for printing and cir- 
culating versions of the Sacred Scriptures made by Mis- 
sionaries under their patronage, 

do do. do. 

By appropriation to the Baptist Missionary Society, Lon- 
don, for prmtmg and circulating versions of the Sacred 
Scriptures by their Missionaries in the East Indies, 

By amount of salary paid to agents, and travelling ex- 
penses, , 

By printing, stationary, dee 

Balance, ........ 



$21042 68 


Cb. 


2600 00 


6000 00 
6000 00 


2600 00 


1023 13 

164 31 

4866 14 


$21042 68 



The undenigned have carefully examined the above account, with the vouchers foi 
the same, and find it correct. 

I. NEWTON, ) Auditing 

WM. WINTERTON, J Committee. 
Mbw-Yobx, Apbil 21, 1837. 
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The President, Spencer H. Cone, of N. Y. then addressed the 
meeting. 

Brethren and Friends ! — The occasion which has convened us, is one of sur- 
passing inteiest. Borne along by circumstances which we could neither anticipate 
nor -control ; cut off from resources upon which we had been accustomed, perhaps, too 
much to rely ; and having examined the signs of the times with prayerful solicitude, 
we have at length been constrained to organize a distinct society for the printing and 
eirculation of the Sacred Scriptures. To this course we have been impelled not 
merely by the fact that the Calcutta, the British and Foreign, and the American Bible 
Societies, have combined in the determination to afford no further aid to versions made 
by Baptist Missionaries ; versions which obvious duty binds v^ promptly and adequately 
to sustain; — but the measure has been imperatively demanded by the cry of the desti- 
tute ; by the ardent desire of many of our churches to come up to the help of the 
Lord, in this matter, against the mighty ; and by the peculiar facilities now afforded us 
in the glorious wcHrk of Bible distribution. 

In communicating to the human family the gracious plan of salvation through Jesus 
Christ, Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Not only did 
they deliver the senHments, but the very words of Jehovah. The sacred penmen were 
no more left to their own wisdom in the selection and arrangement of sentences, than 
in the choice of the facts or doctrines, the promises or threatenings, they should at aivy 
time promulgate. Much has been said by the learned, about the different degrees and 
kinds of inspiration pertaining to different portions of the Bible ; but as these specu- 
lations are never based upon a Thu^ saith the Lord ! the conclusion is inevitable, that 
they are wise above what is written. The scriptures claim for every jot and tittle of 
themselves, the same plenary and verbal inspiration. All Scripture is given 
BT iNSPiRATKHf OF GoD ! He breathed into the writers the lively oracles; and 
whether the words of the Lord were spoken by the mouth of his servant David ; 
whether his messages were confided to prophets or apostles ; and whether they com- 
prehended the import of their own annunciations or not ; they all spake as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. If this reasoning be not conclusive, it is evident that we need a 
second Revelation, by which to ascertain what portion of thefirstf is the word of Grod. 

The gift of inspiration, it is true, is not vouchsafed to modem ndssionaries and 
translators ; nevertheless, in connexion with their high vocation, the doctrine we advo- 
cate is of immense moment. Under its influence, not a single word can be inten- 
tionally neglected, obscured, or perverted ; but giving themselves to diligent study and 
to fervent prayer, " they will make it their sole aim, to present to the nations the Word 
of Life, in its nearest approach to th^ mind of God, contained in the original record.*' 

Among the errors and frauds which have marked the rise and progress of the P^>al 
Hierarchy, handling the word of the Lord deceitfully^ certainly is not the least. To 
keep back any part of the price ; to add to, or take jrom, the words of the Book^ is a 
crime of no questionable character — the curse of the Almighty rests upon it ! The Ro- 
mish priesthood have always withheld the Scriptures from the laity as far as practi- 
cable ; and when this could no longer be done, their effort has been to obscure the 
light of Divine Truth, and to incorporate with their several translations, the distin- 
guishing dogmas of their religion. In the accomplishment of this object, the trans- 
ferring of Grreek terms, instead of translating them, has proved to be a most successful 
device. The hollow pretext for this conduct has been, that they were ecclesiastical or 
sacred words, invested with a certain mysterious meaning, which could not be appro- 
priately and fully expressed in other tongues. Hence, in the English Testament pre* 
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pared by the Jesuits of Rheims in 1582, we find Puntteeve, AzymeSf Neophytet 
Pasche^ Tunikef Holocatutj Baptize, «nd a multitude of others ; — Greek words, in 
Roman letters, with English terminations, '* introduced, not with the desire ef sin- 
cerity, but rather of obscurity, «o Ihat their transUuion needtd tc be trantkUed <mcr 
again^'* as Fuller, the historian, has long since obserTed. 

We cannot but deeply deplore die effect of this system, in pervetting the ordinance 
of Baptism, and establishing in its place, to a wide extent, Infant Sprinklings which 
the learned and venerable Gill, has j nstly called, ^* a part and pillar of popery." The 
history of this perrersion is exceedingly plain. The church of Rome decreed that the 
Latin translation revised by Jerome, usually called the vulgate, should be the infallibU 
standard of Divine Truth. It was published by Pope Sixtus 6th, with many altera- 
tions, and the seal of infalUbiliiy was affixed to his edition. His successor. Pope 
Clement 8th, however, suj^^ressed it as noarming toith errom, and brought out another 
infalUMe standard, differing from the former in more than two thodsand instances ! 
And yet, even in this expurgated edition, false renderings, both numerous and gross, 
have been pointed out by those profound scholars and theologians, Cartwright and 
Fulke, in their refutation of the RKemish Testament, who confidently assert " that 
compared with the authentical Greek text, it is in many places, ridiculous, insincere, 
untrue ; and consequently, of no authority, much less majesty.*' In this version, 
used by Papists, for the maintenance of their " prodigious structure of imposture and 
toickedness" Baptize and its cognates are invariably La/tni2re<{ — Titter translated; 
and the same pohcy was pursued in all European versions, wherever the authority of 
** the man of sin'* prevailed. The unlearned, not being permitted to read in their own 
tongues wherein they were horn, what God required of believers, were compelled to 
rely upon their spiritual guides, and they told them that Baptize signified to sprinkle, 
or pour, or christen ; that it was too holy to he translated; and that its meaning was as 
immaterial, as it was indefinite. And so, unhappily, one of the important ordinances 
of the gospel, described by the Holy Spirit as with a sunbeam, has been covered up and 
hid from the great mass of the people, by the Popish^ artifice of Transfer ! 

The Baptists, in every age and in every clime, from the days of Paul, when the sect 
was everywhere spoken against, to the present hour, have been the steadfast friends 
of the VOLUNTARY PRiNciPLB, in whatever pertains to religion. They maintain, to 
use the language of a forcible writer, '* that man cannot be bom into a system of faith, 
nor be surrendered in infancy or age to a form of religion, but may assert his right to 
judge for himself ; to examine and decide under the lofty conviction, that God has 
not made him a slave. They acknowledge no clerical or secular domination, but 
scorn, with becoming indignation, every attempt to subdue reason by enforcing the 
dogmas of a party, and hold with determined fidelity, the high 'vantage ground as- 
signed them by their Creator.*' No man is bom a Baptist. Membership in our 
churches is matter of choice, after the Christian character is formed. 

The compulsory system, which tramples upon the freedom of judgment and will, 
is written in the history of our denomination in characters of blood. The Baptists, in 
the valleys of Piedmont, in Germany, Bohemia, France, Wales, and New-England, 
have been the subjects of the most unrelenting persecutions. They were fined, im- 
prisoned, banished, and massacred ; — ^not upon the principle of retaliation because they 
had persecuted others ; not for any inmioralities laid to their charge ; but because they 
immersed willing converts ; and opposed the baptism of unwilling infants ; and refused 
to receive for doctrine the commandments of men ; and adhered, with unyielding in- 
tegrity, to the great Bible principle, liberty of consoibnce the inalibnabli 
BIRTHRIGHT OF MAN ! Attachment to this sentiment has resulted in our separation 
from the American Bible Society The managers of V\\at msl\lviX\OTv'mX«tl«i<i^N*\^ 
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the conscieneet of BaptiBt Missionaries, in the execution of thefr trust as translator 
of 6od*B Holy Book ; requiring them to make versions that might be consistently 
used by the several denominations composing the society, as the indispensable condi- 
tion of future patronage. Believing that " the Bible should control human opinion?, 
and that the creeds of different sects ought never to govern the Bible," we have disal* 
lowed the rule adopted by the A. B. S. and ceasing from many whose breath is in his 
nostrils, would lift up our eyes to the hills whence our help eom^h. The brethren 
in England, placed in similar circumstances, have presented a protest, (signed by 
five handred and forty-four Baptist Ministers) to the British and Fcnreign Bible 
Society, remonstrating against the sectarian resolution of that institution, which re- 
fuses aid to Br. Yates' improved veision of the Bengalee New Testament. 

Our missionaries in the mean time, are pursuing the even tenor of their way, and 
icontinue with untiring zeal, to deliver to the heathen, with all attainable accuracy, the 
tmadulterated Word of Truth. To sustain them in their work of faith and labour of 
love, and to circulate, according to its ability, the most faithful versions of the Scriptures 
that can be procured, that sinners may be saved and God glorified, is the single 
object of the American and Foreign Bible Society. " The Lord bless your new 
institution," is the prayer Of Pearoe, ''may all the American Baptists aid its funds, 
and entreat for it God's blessing ; and may British Baptists follow your example !" 

In the commencement of our enterprise, We have much reason to thank God and 
take courage. Our hearts are cheered by the countenances of the brethren, and the 
lines have fallen to us in pleasant places. We dwell in the land where Roger Wil- 
liams first recognised the broad principle of religious liberty in connexion with civil 
government ; a principle which has since become an essential feature in the noble in- 
stitutions of these confederated states. America is the land of the Baptists. Here 
are no courts of inquisition, nor acts of uniformity ; no union of church and state, 
nor sword of the magistrate in the hand of religious despotism ! We can preach as 
we print, and print as we preach, and have none to make us afraid. 

In the prosecution of our work, we know too much of men and things not to ex- 
pect disappointments and difficulties ; but we also know that " faith is given to be 
tried, and difficulties are created to be overcome." Our reliance for strength to draw 
the sword, and for skill tj aim aright, is placed alone upon the Grod of the Bible ; 
and should He condescend to smile upon our endeavours, the name of our Society 
will fitly describe the field Of its future operations ! But the Corresponding Secre- 
taiy has prepared a detailed report of the operations of the Society, and I will no lon- 
ger detain you from the pleasure and mformation which that document is calculated to 
impart. Permit me in conclusion only to say, that we have acted in all this matter 
from the deep and abiding conviction, that thb faithful and trub Witniss called 
us to engage in this great and good Work ; and we bless his holy name that in the 
midst of considerations most delicate and embarrassing. He condescended to afibrd 
us light and fortitude promptly to commence, and steadily to prosecute it ; and we 
deem it no presumption to hope that it will be remembered with gratitude by millions, 
when the deaf shall hear the words of the Book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out 
of obscurity. And now we humbly entreat thee, O Lord our Grod, Satisfy us early 
with thy mercy, and make us glad according to the years wherein we have seen etil! 
Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto their children ; and let the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us ! Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it ! 

The Corresponding Secretary, Charles G. Sommers, of N. Y., then 
read an abstract of the Annual Report of the Board of Managers. 
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T&B Botird of Managers of the American and Foreign Bibld 
Society, in presenting a report of their labours during the year of 
their incipient organization, would express their gratitude to God 
for the success which has attended their endeavours to promote 
the cause of truths The formation of this institution has been 
hailed as an auspicious era in the history of the Baptists. While 
the means for accomplishing the great object of its existence have 
been furnished with promptitude and liberality, the harmony which 
has characterized the deliberations of the Board, and the increas- 
ing cordiality and co-operation of' the denomination, afford at 
once an evidence of the divine approbation, and a pledge of fu^ 
ture prosperity. 

An enterprise, such as this, conducted on certain defined prin- 
ciples, the nature and object of which are familiar to the mind of 
every Christian, can neither claim nor possess the churms of no-' 
vel^. But, as this is the first Bible Society formed under the 
direction of the Baptist denomination, with the avowed intention 

of giving to THE WHOLE WORLD A LITERAL TRANSLATION OF 

THE BIBLE, a Statement of the circumstances which originated 
the institution may be reasonably expected. 

When in the course of human events, the rights of a nation or 
a community are invaded, it becomes a solemn duty, by all 
peaceable and proper means, to guard and to support those rights. 
Thus, too, when the combined influence and power of majorities 
are employed to suppress the principles of a minority, duty to 
God, and the best interests of mankind, demand, not only a 
fi^nk declaration of facts, but the adoption of such measures as 
may preserve inviolate, and transmit unimpaired, to future gene- 
rations^ <<the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth." 

In the following opinions of the British Baptist Missionaries) 
your Board do unanimously concur. 
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** No prospects of usefulness, and no stretch of charity, can 
justify a dereliction of the truth. Nor have we any right to 
expect that those measures would tend to ultimate peace and use- 
fulness, which are adopted at the expense of truth. It seems to 
us questionable, whether when we know the true meaning of a 
word, and conceal it by non-translation, we do not come under 
the curse of those who * take away from the words of the prophecy 
of the booh^ Would the errors that now prevail in the world 
have come to such a pitch, if this word (baptize) had been faith- 
&illy translated f And may not one version of the Scriptures, if 
generally approved, in which the word is faithfully translated^ 
prevent much error in this vast empire, where Christianity is just 
beginning to spread ? Are we not in this particular set for the 
defence of the truth? And however painful it may be to our 
feelings not to agree with others, and yield to their wishes, yet is 
not this a sacrifice which truth requires }" 

To preserve uncorrupted the volunto of divine revelation, 
has always been the aim of the Baptists, so far as faithful preach- 
ing, and the occasional use of the press could be employed ; 
but, until recently, there has existed no distinct institution 
amongst the Baptists, having for its object the diffusion of 
their religious principles through the instrumentality of literal 
versions of the Bible. 

Previous to the yeajr 1290, at which time, says Archbishop 
Usher, the first translation of the Bible into the English language 
was made,* there seemed to be no immediate necessity for a dis- 
tiACt Bible organization among the Baptists. Because, although 
the Anglicised Gree^ word, baptize^ was admitted into the En- 
glish language through the influence of the Roman hierarchy, 
whose emissaries then swayed a controlling power over the litera- 
ture of the British nation, yet, it was then almost universally un- 
derstood to mean immersion. And as late as 1611, when King 
James' translation of the Bible was made, the word in question 
was by no means so generally misunderstood, as the present per- 
version of the ordinance of Baptism now proves it to be. 

* The tranBlation by John Wiekliff was made in 1380 ; by William Tindal, 
in 1526, by Miles Coverdale in 1535, by Matthews in 1537, by Cranmer and 
Taverner in 1539, the Geneva Bible in 1560, and the celebrated Bishops' 
Bible in 1560. 
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The consequences of that royal edict, which prohibited the 
translation of ''the ecclesiastical words," as they were called — 
such as "the word churchy not to be translated congregation'^ — 
and the woT&baptizef *^to be k&pty^ were (we would charitably 
hope) not anticipated. But to us it appears evident, that but for 
this unlawful interference, painful and protracted controversies 
might have been avoided, and unanimity of sentiment would have 
produced harmony and combination in effort, favourable alike to 
the glory of God, and the salvation of the world. 

The evils which have accrued from the introduction of a single 
word, imposed by foreign influence, and the bigotry of an earthly 
prince, no human mind can compute. Nearly all the European 
versions subsequently made, have been conformed to the princi- 
ples adopted by King James' translators, and thus a word has beta 
perpetuated from generation to generation, the precise meaning of 
which, none but the learned could with certainty ascertain. And 
as these versions have in most instances been made by psedo- 
baptists, the error of sprinkling has obtained the blind and almost 
universal suffi-age, of what is called, the Christian world. This 
remark appUes not only to the English Bible, but to the GffiUc, 
the Irish, the Manks, and several other languages of Europe— 
the Esquimaux, and the Mohawk in America. In the Seneca the 
word baptize, has been translated '' to sprinkle.^^ — ^In the Icelandic 
f' to ifiosA" and in the Chinese, they have translated it by a word 
(in the Taychew dialect, pronounced Soy) which Dr. Morrison's 
Chinese Dictionary thus defines — " to wash the feet, to wash phy- 
sically or morally, to cleanse.-^-Also, a vessel to contain water." 
It is the same word, the Chinese employ for washing clothes, 
washing the hands, floor, &c. But the most appalling fact in the 
whole series, is, that which relates to the New Testament in 
modem Greek, reprinted by the American Bible Society in 1833. 
Theibllowing are a few of the instances in which words dictated 
by the Holy Spirit have been taken from the New Testament 
of our Lord, and other words substituted. 

In Mark vii. 4.^ — And when they come from market, except 
they baptize, they eat not. And many other things there be, which 
they have received to hold, as the baptism of cups and pots, &c» 
In bis passage, the word ^ifrt^wrou (baptize) has been '< taken 
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from" the original text, and the word vKp6u(ft put in its place. 
The word ^a*ri(rjxou? has also been removed from this verse, and 
nrXuffiixara substituted. The same alteration has been made in the 
8th verse, where /SowrTiCfAouff has again been changed into flrXutfijxara. 
Can there be any good reason for these changes, when, the words 
/3a*ri(ri*wv and /^a^rKfjuwxTa, are retained in Hebrews vi. 2. and ix. 
10 ? — Does not this fact show, that the translators knew, that the 
modern Greeks understood the word ^a'^ru, and its derivatives, 
as well as the ancient Greeks ? 

But it may be said, that as the words vicpAutfi and <Xu0'ijxara mean, 
to wash ; these changes were introduced to make the modem 
Greek Testament conform to King James' version. If so, we 
would ask our brethren of all denominations, whether it is right to 
alter the word of God, and make it conform to a human standard ? 
We do not now inquire, what is the meaning of PwientSuyirai^ and 
fi(Mfri<fiMvg ; but we ask, are not these the words which the Holy 
Spirit moved the inspired writer to employ ? If they are, then, 
are not these alterations of the origmal text, an impeachment of 
infinite wisdom f 

In Luke xi. 38. — "And when thepharisee saw it, he marvel- 
led that he had not first washed (baptized) before dinner." In 
this passage, the word svKpdf) has been substituted for s^wgrxd^n^ 
which is the word, the Holy Spirit directed Luke to use. 

In Matthew iii. 11. and other places ; ev u^arf, in water ^ has been 
altered to, i*ff ra vsj ov, with water. This change is not only in 
plain contradiction of the obvious sense of the original ; but is op- 
posed to the authority of all the ancient versions, and several of 
the first English versions. 

It is further worthy of remark, that in the edition published for 
the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1810, Mark vii. 4. not 
only changes ^a*ri(rwvrai into irXu/uLSva, to wash, but has aglaring 
addition^ viz. the phrase ra x^p^'^s, " their hands ;" making it read 
except they wash their hands they eat not ! 

In these instances, have not (he words of the Holy Spirit been 
" taken firom," and the words of man, been " added" to, the in- 
spired book ? 

' But, let it not be supposed that the American Baptists are pe- 
culiar in their objections against the unfaithfulness of Pedobaptists 
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in their management of Bible translations. Messrs. Carson and 
Haldane, two eminent Baptist ministers in Great Britain, have also 
rendered important services to the cause of truth, by exposing the 
gross corruptions of several versions of the Bible, which have been 
published, or sanctioned .by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. Your Board of Managers will not now dwell upon the 
truly heretical character of " the Strasbui^ Preface," prefixed to 
the German Bible, published almost wholly at the expense of the 
London Society, after they had been most distinctly informed of 
its neological character. This document, written by professor 
Hafiner, was for several years bound up with the Holy Bible ; 
and afterwards, continued to be distributed in pamphlet form, and 
sold with the Bible, although it had been irrefutably proved to be 
direcdy calculated to invalidate some of the cardinal doctrines of 
divine revelation. Nor can we pause in this place to speak of the 
*' fifty thousand alterations, notes arid commenU^^^ which professor 
Levade made in that version of the Lausanne Bible, for the pub- 
lication of which the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1817 
and 1818, paid X750 — about $3000 of the moneys raised by 
British Christians, for the distribution of the Holy Bible, '' wuh- 
out note or comment P It would be equally impossible in this re- 
port, to do justice to their own feelings in speaking of the conduct 
ofthe Earl-street Committee, in expending the funds intrusted to 
them by their constituents, in circulating 1000 copies of the He- 
brew Bible, published by the Canstein Institution at Halle* Of 
this edition of the Bible, we would barely remark, that it is satis- 
factorily proved, that so far firom being ^^rvithout note or comtnentf** 
the Latin headings to some ofthe chapters, were '^ so bad, that a 
regard to delicacy does not admit of their being translated into 
English." But, upon this painful topic your Board will close 
by quoting the words of Rev. Dr. Henderson, (a paedobaptist) in 
regard to the Turkish Testament, published under the direction 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society. " There is," says the 
Doctor, " not a page, nor scarcely a verse in the volume, that 
does not contain something or other of an objectionable nature." 
In addition to the above, which we deem sufficient to render it 
more than doubtful, whether the work of Bible translation and dis- 
tribution should be left exclusively in the hands of those who have 
hitherto had the supreme control of it, there is one fact, which so 
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far as Baptists are concerned, does roost conclusively prove that, 
if we wish our funds to be employed in the distribution of the word 
of God " without note or commentj^^ we must support a society of 
our own for that purpose. 

When Mr. Milne, who was employed in translating the Scrip- 
tures into the Chinese language, put the question to the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Bible Society : ^' What is the 
real import and the utmost extent of the Society's motto, without 
note or comment T^ that Committee referred him to ^^ the En- 
glish version^ with marginal renderings and references j as affording 
a correct example of that sort and degree of explanation, which it 
may be permitted to introduce into those copies of the Bible, 
which answer to the Society's definition and requirement of their 
being loithout note or comment. ^^ 

Now, in view of these facts, selected from many of a similar, 
and some even of a still more aggravated character, not here enu- 
merated ; we make our solemn appeal to the pious of evjery de- 
nomination, and ask, do not duty to God and a regard to the 
truth, justify the Baptist denomination in the formation of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society f 

In regard to the course pursued, with the evident design to 
suppress our views of Believer's Baptism, we think we have a 
right to complain. Remonstrance is in this case, as much an im- 
perative duty, as silence would be a treacherous dereliction of the 
truth. Particularly when it is considered, that many of the earliest 
and most accurate versions of the Sacred Scriptures now in exist- 
ence ; and also, that the more modern versions which are used by 
nearly onehalf of the protestant world, translate the word baptize 
into vernacular terms, which demonstrate our practice to be scrip- 
tural. Such is the fact in regard to the Syriac, (the oldest ex- 
isting translation from the original Greek,) the Arabic, the Abys- 
sinian, the Ethiopic, the Coptic, the German, the Danish, and 
many other translations of the Bible. 

In addition to these facts, we appeal to the most eminent 

scholars of our own times* — ^to profane Greek authors — ^to Jose- 

* From Domeroos aimilar aathorities the following is selected :— Porsoo, 
late professor of Greek in the University of Cambridge, aad acknowledged 
by all competent judges to be the first Greek scholar in England, when asked 
the meaning of the word baptize, replied (though a Psdobaptist) that it wonld 
be absurd to imagine that it had any other proper meaning than to dip en* 
hrgly, ox plunge, or immerse. 
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phus and Philo among Jewish writers — ^to all the LexicographerSf 
to the Septuaginty and to the most learned among the Commen- 
tators, all of whom admit the primary rendering which we give to 
the word baptizo. When it is further considered, that Baptist 
missionaries have translated the divine oracles into the languages 
spoken by more than four hundred millions of the human 
family, and that in no instance can it be shown that they have 
been uvfaiihful in the translation of a single word ; but have 
^ven the obvious and literal meaning of the inspired original ; 
we cannot but think, that in refusing to aid them, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and the American Bible Society have 
adopted a course which God will disapprove, and all good men 
will ultimately deplore. 

In regard to the question concerning the faithfulness of Baptist 
oriental translations, and their unquestionable philological superi- 
ority, we have the unbiassed testimony of missionaries of every 
denomination in Bengal ; and of ten of the most learned Pundits 
and Moonshees in India. One of whom says : *' I cannot but 
admire the correctness of your version (Pearce and Yates') of 
the gospel of Matthew, and when I see such composition in the 
Bengalee language, executed by foreigners, I am justiy delighted, 
and consider you entitled to high commendation." The head 
Moonshee in the College of Fort-William says : " I find the 
translation very elegant, all the words and sentences grammatical, 
and the explanation [translation] is very much plainer than what 
has been already published.'' 

When the foregoing facts are impartially considered, we believe 
there are few, very few, who will hesitate to acknowledge, that 
great injustice has been done to the Baptists, and that psedobap- 
ti3ts have by their obscuration of a part of divine revelation, as- 
sumed a fearful responsibility. If in their translations. Baptist 
missionaries had interpolated and altered the words of the Holy 
Spirit, would not the whole world, with great justice, have 
charged them with unfaithfulness i 

The immediate causes which led to the formation of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, refer chiefly to the recent 
acts of the American Bible Society, in consequence of a letter 
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from Mr. Pearce of Calcutta, inquiring whether aid could be ob-. 
tained in printing the Bengalee Scriptures, translated on the prin- 
ciple adopted by the American Baptist Missionaries in Burmab. 
This document, forwarded by Mr. Packard, of Philadelphia, 
to John C. Brigham^ Corresponding Secretary of the American 
Bible Society, was by him submitted to the Board oif Managers 
on the 6th of Augyst, 1835 ; and was by them referred to a com- 
mittee, who reported that it would be inexpedimt to recommend 
appropriations, until the Board should settle a principle in rela- 
tion to the translation of the Greek word haptizo. In this report 
the Board of the American Bible Society concurred, and again 
referred the subject to a special committee of seven ; who, on the 
first of October, reported, in substance, '^ that it is inexpedient to 
appropriate funds belonging to the American Bible Society in 
aid of translating or distributing the Bengalee New Testament, 
or any other version, containing translations of the Greek words 
baptizo^ baptisma, and their cognates." A counter report was 
presented by Spencer H. Cone, (one of the committee,) and the 
whole subject was postponed until the next regular meeting of 
the Board, on the 5th of November. On that day the considera- 
tion of the subject was resumed, and after a full discussion, and 
various resolutions, none of which prevailed, the whole subject 
was again referred to the same committee of seven, a majority of 
whom on the 19th of the same month, once more presented their 
report, which was followed by a counter report from the minority. 

At this, and also at the adjourned meetings on the 3d of De- 
cember, 1835, and on the 4th of February, 1836, the whole 
subject was again discussed ; and on the 17th of February, 18S6, 
after several motions to lay it on the table, to postpone, and to 
give the subject into the hands of a new committee, the report of 
the majority, virtually refusing to grant that aid which the Baptist 
missionaries solicited^ rva^ finally passed^ by a majority of sixteen. 

This act of the Board of the American Bible Society is pro- 
bably unprecedented, unless we look for its counterpart in the 
doings of the Calcutta Bible Society, and of the committee of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society in 1833, when, as in 
the present instance, the Baptist missionaries in India were 
denied further aid in printing the Bible, unless they would sub- 
mit to conditions which they could not but regard as derogatory 
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to mental independence, and requiring them to compromise the 
tmthy in accommodation to expediency. 

The adoption of resolutions which exclude from their patron- 
age all versions in which the Greek word bapHzo is translated, is, 
in our opinion, at least so far as the Board of the American Bible 
Society can control the subject, a determination that the heathen 
shall remain ignorant of the ordinance of baptism, or derive their 
knowledge of it from the lips of a missionary, rather than from 
the oracles of divine truth. That Baptists never can consent 
either to abandon their scriptural and well founded principles, or 
to involve any part of the Bible in the obscurity of untranslated 
words, was, it is believed, perfectly understood by the paedobap- 
tist members of the Board ; the natural effect of their act, there- 
fore was, either to compel us to sacrifice our conscientious con- 
victions on the altar of secular interest, or to exclude us firom all 
further participation in the funds of the American Bible Society, 
at least so far as our foreign translations are concerned. 

Against these proceedings the dissenting members of the 
Board appointed a committee to prepare a solemn Protest, which 
was presented on the 7th of April, 1836. After much discus- 
sion, and earnest entreaty on our part, during this, and also at a 
subsequent meeting, it was, contrary to the usages of deliberative 
bodies, not only rejected, but absolutely refused even a reading, 
and the meeting adjourned, leaving us without a ray of hope, save 
that which beams from the Book, for guarding the purity of which 
we had now become outcasts from our brethren. 

Very painful were the emotions which oppressed our hearts as 
we retired from that ever memorable meeting. Some, at least, 
could call to mind years of delightful toil in the service of the 
American Bible Society, and many joyful anniversaries, never, 
we fear, to be repeated. The thought, also, that Baptists, nu- 
merically the largest denomination in the United States, and 
hitherto among the most efficient auxiliaries, having contributed 
nearly $45,000 in legacies, and probably a much larger amount 
by auxiliaries, and to constitute life directors and members, and 
by public collections, &c.* — that after all this, we were now cut 

* The whole amoant appropriated hy the American Bible Society to 
aid the Baptist denomination is $27,233 75 in money, and about (11217 in 
bibles, making a total of $28,450 75. 
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off from further co-operation, unless we would consent to abandon 
our principles, was to us an event truly afflicting, and over which 
we could have no control, but at the expense of our conscientious 
convictions of truth, and duty to God. 

Impressed with the belief that it is not only due to the subject, 
but that we owe it to ourselves to record the opinions which in- 
fluenced the Baptist members of the Board who were in the 
minority, we submit to the consideration of the world the follow- 
ing transcript of their Protest. 

The Board of Managers of the American Bible Society, on the 17th of February, 
1836, passed the following resolution : 

" Resolved, That in appropriating money for the translating, printing, or distributing 
of the sacred Scriptures in foreign languages, the Managers feel at liberty to encou- 
rage only such Torsions as conform in the principle of their translation to the common 
English version ; at least so far as that all the religious denominations represented in 
this Society, can consistently use and circulate said versions in their several schools 
and communities." 

The undersigned, members of the said Board, and voting in the minority, request 
that the following may be recorded, as their solemn Protest against the proceedings of 
the majority of the Board in the adoption of that resolution. 

Conscientiously believing, that every translator of the Bible is under a sacred obli- 
gation to regard the original Hebrew and Greek as the only standard, and neither to 
misrepresent nor conceal the least portion of divine truth, but to transmit into his ver- 
sion, with all possible fidelity, the precise meaning of the inspired text ; believing, too, 
that while the constitution of the American Bible Society proposes to aid in the cir- 
cnktion of the Scriptures ** in other countries, whether Christian, Mahommedan, or 
Pagan," it xM>where expresses any purpose of requiring, that the translations into fo- 
reign tongues shall be conformed in principle to the English version ; 

And, further believing, that the Baptist denomination, as a constituent member of 
the Society,, and upon the principle of a fmir co-partnership, to which it has brought its 
full share of capital and of labour, is entitled to a proportion of the appropriations 
made for distributing the Bible at home and abroad ; and that the adoption by the 
Board of any rule of action not recognised in the constitution, and tending to exclude 
the said denomination from these advantages, is a violation of the constitutional 
compact, a virtnal dissolution of the original firm, and on principles both of law and 
equity would oblige the American Bible Society to refund a proper share of the capi- 
tal now in their possession ; 

And also believing, that the resolution in question, which was substituted for one 
previously reported, embracing only baptize and its cognates, and which, although of a 
less objectionable character than the former, as being professedly founded upon the 
gtntraX principUf will, nevertheless, be found in its practical bearing to affect exclu- 
sively the particular case — 

Therefore, the undersigned members, as aforesaid, of the Board of Managers, do 
hereby protest against the principle and bearing of the said resolution, and in vindica- 
tion of their conduct assign the following reasons : 
/. Becaase, though all the denominations represented in the American Bible So- 
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cietj agreed in the use of the English yenion, they did not agree to adopt it as the stan- 
dard for translations into other languages. 

2. Because the first article of the constitution, which states, that " The only copies 
m the English language to be circulated by the Society shall be of the version now in 
common use," impliedly disayows the idea of considering that version as the standard 
in other languages. 

3. Because the framers of the constitution, in their address to the people of the 
United States, having declared the great object of the Society to be the dissemination 
of the Scriptures '* in the received versions where they exist, and in the most faithful 
where they may be required,'' in the work of foreign distribution, they evidently con- 
templated a very different rule from that adopted recently by the Board of Managen. 

4. Because the translations made by the Baptist missionaries mto the langnages of 
different heathen nations, and against which this resolution is especially directed, are 
in all instances correctly made ; and are, therefore, not only " the most faithful," but in 
some instances the only versions in those languages. 

5. Because the said resolution, prescribing as it does a human standard as the rule 
of translation, requires a sacrifice of moral principle in the execution of his important 
trust, to which no translator can consent, without faihng in his duty to God, and in 
fidelity to the souls of men. 

0. Because either to transfer the Greek word Baptize, to which the reader can at- 
tach no meaning, or to render it ambiguously, would as effectually conceal from the 
heathen the mind of God in relation to the ordinance of baptism, as though the word 
were in every instance entirely omitted. 

7. Because the said resolution implies, that the versions made by Baptist missiona- 
ries are of a denominational or sectarian cast, and such as Baptists only could conaist- 
ently use ; whereas, it is well known, that all the important ancient oriental versionf, 
and many of the most valuable modern ones, render baptize in the same manner, and 
that, exclusive of those made by the Baptist missionaries, the versions of more than one 
half of Protestant Christendom at the present day are of a precisely similar character^ 
Among tiiese are the Syriac, the oldest existing translation from the original Gietk, 
the Armenian, Georgian, Coptic, Sahidic, Arabic, Ethiopio, Amharic, Grothic, Gexmaxk, 
Dutch, Danish, Swedish, and others. 

8. Because the resolution is partial and unequal in its practical bearing. It requires 
that the versions circulated by the Society shall be conformed, in the princqite of their 
translation, to the common English version, and yet provides for the circulation of 
versions not conformed to the standard, in case that all the denominations represented 
m the Society can consistently use them, and of this consistency the several denomi- 
nations will be of course their own interpreters. If, therefore, the Pedobaptists think 
they can consistently use the German, Dutch, and other similar versions, there will re- 
main no impediment to their distribution. The Board, then, are empowered by the re- 
solution to discard every translation made by the Baptists, while, on the strength of the 
provisionary clause, they may continue to patronize as many others of a precisely simi- 
lar character as either necessity or interest may prompt them to circulate. 

9. Because the rule prescribed in the aaid resolution is impraeticahle . If, as it pro- 
fesses, it is designed for general application, every one must see, that it would not only 
be an exceedingly difiScult task to re-translate existing versions, and conform them all 
to the English standard, but that it would be utterly impossible to construct a version, 
which shyll in every part and in aU respects be consistent with the discordant views of 
the various denominations composing the Society ; and if its application is intended to 
be limited to the particular case of baptize and its cogniXea, vXS» mSJiv vsj^Mfii^xwswaKft. 
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declared, that the versions patronized shall be such that aU the denominations repre- 
sented in the Society can consistently use and circulate them. Bat the Baptists 
cannot, consistentlyynth. their religious principles, in any ease where they are permitted 
to choose, consent to use or circulate any version in which an important portion of di- 
vine truth is concealed or obscured, either by non-translation or by ambiguity of ex- 
pression. The resolution, therefore, while it prescribes a rule of action, presents at 
the same time an insuperable obstacle to its practical operation. Nor is this argument 
affected by the fact, that Baptists use the common English version. Oar circam- 
stances and those of the hesithen are essentially difierent. They are not philologists, 
we are ; they have not ihe Greek and Hebrew commentators and lexicographers to 
refer to, we have ; and if some in our language make baptize mean to sprinkle, to pour, 
or to christen, we define it to immerse, and our definition, among the learned and un- 
learned, the bond and the free, extensively prevails. 

10. Because the resolution not only bears an unkind aspect towards a denomination, 
who, with a commendable zeal, have already translated the Scriptures into the living 
languages of more than one half the entire population of the globe, but it is in fast a 
virtual repeal of the noble resolutions of May, 1834, which contenlplate giving to all 
the destitute families of the earth, toithin the sJiortest practicable period, the unadul- 
terated word of God. For if the labours of the Baptist denomination are to be dis- 
carded, we hesitate not to say, that this benevolent design cannot be accomplished 
within the shortest practicable period ; nay, more — it can never be accomplished at 
aU! 

11. Because this resolution exposes the Society almost unavoidably to the charge or 
suspicion of sectarian motives. For, without pretending in the least to impeach the ac- 
curacy of the versions against which it is directed, the principal reason ofifered by its ad- 
vocates when urging its adoption, was, " That Pedobaptists might have an opportunity 
of prosecuting their missionary operations without let or hindrance, where the transla- 
tions of theBaptists are in circulation.'' And surely a version that purposely toithholds 
the truth, either by non-translation or ambiguity of expression, for the sake of aecont" 
tnodating Pedobaptists, is as really sectarian as one that adds to the truth from the 
•flame motive ; and consequently, all such versions, with the exception of the English, 
which is expressly agreed to by the constituent members of the Society, are as deci- 
dedly hostile to the constitution, as those that have " note and comment." 

12. Because, the consentaneous action of the two most powerfiil Bible Institutions 
in existence, in reference to the subject of affording aid to versions of the Scriptures 
made by Baptist missionaries, constrains us to regard this resolution as tending to blot 
out of every Bible in the world, the testimony of the Holy Spirit in relation to a dis- 
tinguishing ordinance of Christianity, and the first duty of a believer. 

13. Because the imperfection and injustice of the resolution are strikingly mani- 
fested in the continued circulation of Roman Catholic versions, which are neither con- 
formed in the principle of their translation to the common English version, nor can they 
be consistentiy used by the different denominations represented in the American Bible 
Society. They are characterized by the numerous absurd and heretical dogmas of the 
Catholic sect, and yet the rule in question cordially approves of their extensive distri- 
bution, while the translations of pious, learned, and faithful Baptist missionaries are re- 
jected ! 

14. Because a measure which withholds from the heathen, the Word of Life, and 
euffers them to hasten to the retributions of eternity without the knowledge of God 
and the way of salvation, simply because the volume it is proposed to give contains the 
tnnsUtion of a single term, to which only Pedobaptists object, but which, by the tdmis- 



■ioQ of all, eatuiol lead to any fundatiuntai error, noi u> a single invBllit idminUtcuion 
of a ChiialiBQ orduiBDce, is obviously inconaistent wilh the benevolent character a! 
tbe American Bible Society, and with the spirit of Christianity. 

The undersigned wonU conclude this their protest, with a single-hearted prayer to 
the Gieat Author of the Bible, who best knows how to guard and extend his own 
bath, that wo may all be guided by Him in. tbe further progrefis of this most responii- 
blo and momenloua af air. 

SrSKOBB H, Coke, Cuirleb C. P. CaosBr, 

AKOHiBiLn Mjoljiv, Wm, Wintketon, 

JoHlTHiN GOLNO, OcTiVlOS WlSBLOW, 

ChIBLES G. SomHERS, ' LUEE BlREEB, M. D. 
WlLLUK Juno, SlUDEL Baehaid. 

William CoLoiTK, 

I join in protesting against the above-mentioned resolntion, and aubEcrib« to Uie 
Gist four, the seventh and fourteenth reasonE assigned in the foregoing instrument, and 
vrauld add the Ibllowing : 

Because, In tbe " Address" accoa^nying and explaining ibe constiiution, the ob- 
jact of the Society is stated lo be " the dissemination of the Scnptnres in the received 
versions vrhere they ciist, and in the most failbful where they are required," thereby 
shijwing, that the English version was not adopted as the standard of translations into 
other languages — inasmuch as none of the received versions then existuig in other 
tongues conformed thereto, and presenting the more catholic principle of disseminating 
the Scriptures in the best versions which conid be found, irrespective of their con- 
formity to the English version, which was itself, in pursuance of this very principle, 
adopted for the Engliab language — an^I that only. 

Because, The uniform practice of tbe Society in circulating versions in foreign lan- 
guages, which contained great errors, and widely difTered from the English, but were 
the beat which could be found in those languages, has recognised the same principle. 
And such practices, repeatedly sanctioned at tbe annual meetings of the Society, 
tjnount to aconstruction of the constitution, which it ia not competent for the Board 
of Managers lo contravene by this resolution. 

And because. There being no constitutional obstacle lo tbe encouragement of the 
tiuislatians made by the Baptist missionajies, Christian courtesy — the rights of one of 
the denominations associated in the Society — and the claims of the heathen, would re- 
qoiie at least tbe ordinary appropriation Co thia object, especially at a time wlien the 
treasury of the Society is full to oierilowiiig, 

April 18, 1836. Tmo. R. Gbeen. 

After the foregoing protest had been uiterly rejected, it is not a 
matter of surprise, that the voice of our denomination in different 
parts of the land, became loud and unequivocal in reference to the 
conduct of the Board of the American Bible Society ; and that a 
determination to sustain our own literal traiilations of the whole 
Bible, became almost universally evident. As far as the views of 
ihe American Baptists could be ascertained from correspondence, 
and from the decided tone of the public press, few ■««& &?,ij^i%«i 
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to doubti that the time had come« when we could no longer submit 
to unscriptural dictation ; and that an immediate Convention of the 
denomination for the purpose of forming a distinct Bible Society 
was imperiously demanded. Delegates to represent them in such 
aConrention, when it might be convened, were, by anticipation, 
appointed by Churches, Associations, and other religious bodies, 
in Rhode Island, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Vermont, Con- 
necticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the 
District of Columbia. 

This measure, unquestionably demanded, by a conscientious 
regard to the truth, and by the expressed opinions of thousands 
who stood prepared at once to pledge themselves to sustain the 
enterprise, was nevertheless deferred, until the annual meeting of 
the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, in Hartford, on the 27th 
of April, 1836. It was believed, that then, such arrangements 
would be made, as to secure greater efficiency in our plans of 
future operation. 

At this meeting a letter from John C. Brigham, Corresponding 
Secretary of the American Bible Society, was brought before the 
Board, and referred to a Committee, who made a report, which was 
unanimously adopted, and from which the following is an abstract. 

The Gommittoe, to whom were referred the commanications from the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society, unanimously report : that 

Mr. Brigham, in his letter dated March 25, 1836, states, that ** on the 17th inst. at 
a meeting of the Managers, the sum of fiv^ thousand dollars was appropriated to the 
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, to promote the circulation of the Scriptures, in 
foreign tongues." 

This appropriation, however, was made in accordance with certain resolutions of 
the Board of Managers, adopted Feb. 17, 1836, one of which resolutions declares, 
*' that, in appropriating money for the translating, printing, or distributing of the sacred 
Scriptures, in foreign languages, the Managers feel at liberty to encourage only such 
versions as conform in the principles of their translation to the common English yer- 
sioD, at least so far as that all the religious denominations represented in the society 
can consistently use and circulate said versions in then: several schools and commu- 
nities." Another resolution declares, " that the several Missionary Boards be in- 
formed, that their applications for aid must be accompanied with a declaration, that 
the versions which they propose to circulate are executed in accordance with the 
above resolutions." 

The Committee recommtnd to the Board the adoption of the following preamble 
and resolutions : 

Whereas this Board, at their Annual Meeting, held in Salem, in April, 1833, adopt- 
ed the following resolutions ; 

" Resolved J That the Board feel it to be their duty to adopt all prudent measures to 
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gi ?e to the heatken the pure word of God in their own laogoages ; and to furnish their 
miceionaries with all the means in their power, to make the translations as exact a 
representation of the mind of the Holy Spirit, as may be possible. 

*< BemAted, That all the missionaries of the Board, who are, or who shall be, engaged 
in translating the Scriptures, be instructed to endeavour, by earnest prayer, and diligent 
study, to ascertain the exact meaning of the original text ; to express that meaning, af 
exactly as the nature of the languages into which they shall translate the Bible will per* 
mit ; and to transfer no words which are capable of being literally translated." 

And whereas the Board still adhere firmly to these resolutions, as expressing, in 
their judgment, the only true principle on which translations can be made ; and as ut- 
tering what they believe to be the decided opinion of the great mass of the denomina* 
tion whom they represent : Therefore, 

Kesolvedy That the Board of Managers of the American Bible Society be respect- 
fully informed, that this Board cannot, consistently and conscientiously, comply with 
the conditions on which appropriations are now made, and cannot therefore accept the 
stun appropriated by the Board of Managers on the 17th of March, 1836. 

When the mornidg session of the Board adjourned, the dele- 
gates present, agreed to hold a separate and distinct meeting in 
the afternoon, for the purpose of deliberately considering the 
whole subject, and recommending such measures as the crisis 
demanded. 

This meeting was attended by all the members of the Board. 
W. T. Brantly, was called to the Chair, and Henry Jackson, was 
appointed Secretary. After a protracted discussion, at this, and 
at an adjourned meeting on the next day, the following resolutions 
were adopted* The first with entire unanimity ; and the second 
with only five in the negative. 

Resolved, That, shotdd the American Bible Society, at its approaching anniyersary» 
ratify the resolutions of their Board of Managers, passed February 17, 1836, it will be 
the duty of the Baptist denomination in the United States, to form a distinct oigani- 
lation for Bible translation and distribution in foreign tongues. 

Eesolvedf That it is expedient to call a Convention of delegates fiN>m churches, and 
associations, and other religious bodies, to meet in Philadelphia, in the month of April, 
1887, to adopt such measures, as circumstances, in the Providence of God, may 
require. 

Besohed, That brethren Brantly, Cone, Babcock, Gomg and Dagg, be a Com- 
mittee, to make the necessary arrangements for the contemplated meeting. 

Subsequent developments show, that although there were only 
five audible voters in the negative, the private opinion of many 
was, that a Convention ought to be called immediately after the 
annual meeting of the American Bible Society, unless that so-* 
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ciety should rescind the resolution of their Board of Managers, 
passed February 17, 1836, 

Shortly after the adjournment of the Hartford Conference, 
many, who, to avoid collision, had voted in favour of postponing 
further operations until the proposed meeting in Philadelphia, in 
April, 1837, became fully convinced that this would be an unne- 
cessary delay, injurious alike to the cause of truth, and to the 
souls of the perishing heathen. When the American Bible 
Society, at its annual meeting on the 12th of May, did ratify the 
resolution of their Board of Managers, it was the opinion of the 
Baptists, from various parts of the land, who were present at 
that meeting, that a Convention of the denomination should be 
immediately called, to adopt such measures as might promote the 
translation of the whole Bible, for all nations. 

In this measure they felt themselves sustained by the resolution 
of the Board of Missions, not to accept the funds of the Bible 
Society upon the terms prescribed ; and also by the doings of 
the Convention assembled at Hartford. This body unanimously 

^* Resolved f That should the American Bible Society, at its 
approaching anniversary, ratify the resolutions of their Board of 
Managers, passed February 17, 1836, it will be the duty of the 
Baptist denomination in the United States to form a distinct 
organization for Bible translation and distribution in foreign 
tongues." 

Every practicable means was accordingly employed to assem- 
ble the Baptists in the vicinity of New-York, and to secure the 
attendance of the numerous delegates and others then in the city. 
On the 12th of May, 1836, a large number of ministers and 
other brethren, convened in the Oliver-street Baptist meeting 
house, to deliberate, and to act upon the subject of Bible trans- 
lation and distribution. 

Nathaniel Kendrick was chosen President of the Convention, 
and Robert F. Winslow was appointed Secretary, 

At this meeting numerous communications were read from 
associations, churches, and individuals in different parts of the 
country, urging the immediate formation of another Bible So- 
ciety, unless the American Bible Society, at its annual meeting. 



should rescind the resolution of its Board of ManagerSf passed 
17th of February, 1836. 

After a protracted discussion, the following preamble and reso- 
lutions were adopted. 

Whereas the Board of Managers of the American Bible SoQiety, at their 
meeting on the 17th of Febraary, 1836, adopted the following resolations, riz : 

1. By the Gonstitation of the American Bible Society, its Managers are, in the cir« 
colating of the Holy Scriptures, restricted to such copies as are " without note or com- 
ment;" and in the English language, to ** the version in common use." The design 
of these restrictions clearly seems to have been to simplify and mark out the duties of 
the Society, so that all the religious denominations of which it is composed might har- 
moniously unite in performing these duties. 

2. As the Managers are now called to aid extensively in circulating the sacred 
Scriptures in languages other than the English, they deem it their duty, in conformity 
with the obvious spirit of their compact, to adopt the following resolutions as the rule 
of their conduct in making appropriations for the circulation of the Scriptures in til 
Ibreign tongues. 

Resohedj That in appropriating money for the translating, printing, or distributing 
of the sacred Serq>tures in foreign languages, the Managers feel at hberty to encou- 
xage only such versions as conform in the principles of their translation to the common 
English version, at least so far as that all religious denominations represented in this 
•Society can consistently use and circulate said versions in their several schools and 
communities. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above preamble and resolution be sent to each of the 
missionary boards accustomed to receive pecuniary grants from this Society, with a 
xequest that the same may be transmitted to their respective mission stations where 
the Scriptures are in process of translation, and also that the said several missionary 
'boards be informed that their applications for aid be accompanied with a declaration that 
the versions which they propose to circulate are executed in accordance with the 
above resolations. 

And the American Bible Society, at its Anniversary meeting this day, 
having approved of these resolutions passed by its Board of Managers : 

And the Board of Managers of the Baptist General Convention of the 
United States for Foreign Missions having nnanimously declared that they 
cannot consistently and conscientiously comply with the conditions prescribed 
therein : 

And as the American Baptists enjoy great facilities for prosecuting the 
woii: of faith and labour of love in giving the word of God to the heathen : 
Therefore 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States to form a distinct organization for Bible translation and distribution. 

Whereupon the Convention proceeded to measures for the organization of 
such an Institution. 

Rev. S. H. Cone, Rev. N. Kendrick, D. D. Rev. B. T. Welch, Rev. 
Elon Gaksha, Rev. Chas. G. Sommers, Wm. Colgate, Rev. Daniel Dodge, 
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Rev. Silas Spaoldingi wei'e appointed a comiiduee to draft a Constitutioiif 
nominate a Board of Officers and Managers, and prepare an address to the 
AmericaD public. 

Adjourned to t6-itiorrow at 10 o'clock. l*rayer by Bro. A. Maclay. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, and adopted the following 
Constitution t 

Art. I. The designation of this Society shall be The American AMd 
Foreign Bible Societit, the single object of which shall be to promote a 
wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures, in the most faithful versions that 
can be procured. 

Art. II. This Society shall add its efforts to those employed by other 
Societies, in circulating the Scriptures according to its ability, in all lands, 
whether Christian, Mahomedan, or Pagan. 

Art. III. Each subscriber of three dollars annually shall be a member. 

Art* IV* Each subscriber of thirty dollars at one time shall be a mem* 
her for life* 

Art* V* Each subscriber of one hundred and fifty dollars shall be a life 
director* 

Art. VI. Every Baptist minister who is a life member, and every life di' 
rector, shall be members of the Board. 

Art. VII. An Executor paying a bequest of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars shall be a life director- 

Art* VIII* All Bible Societies agreeing to place their surplus funds at the 
disposal of this Society, shall be au:dliaries, and the officers of such societies 
shall be ex officio directors of this* 

Art- IX* A Board of Managers shall be appointed to conduct the 
business of the Society, consisting of thirty-six brethren in good standing in 
Baptbt churches, twenty-four of whom shall reside in the city of New- York, or 
its vicinity. One-fourth part of the whole number shall go out of office at 
the expiration of each year, but shall be re-eligible* The managers shall 
appoint a President, Vice Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurer, and such other 
officers as they may deem necessary, and fill such vacancies as may occur by 
death or otherwise, in their own board. 

Art* X* The President, Vice Presidents, Treasurer and Secretaries, 
shall be considered ex officio members of the board. 

Art* XI* The managers shall meet on the first Wednesday of eaeh 
month, or oftener if necessary, at such place in the city of New- York as 
they shall from time to time adjourn to ; — five members shall be a quorum. 

Art* XII. The managers shall have the power of appointing such persons 
as have rendered essential services to the Society, either membere for life, 
or directors for life. 

Art. XIII. At the meetings of the Society, and board of managers, 
the president, or, in his absence, the vice president first upon the list then 
present, and in the absence of all the vice presidents, the treasurer, and in his 
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•bfwoce, sach member as shall be chosen for that purpose, shall preside at the 
meeting. 

Art. XrV. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held at New- York 
on the third Wednesday of May in each year, or at any other time or place, 
at the option of the Society, when the managers shall be chosen, the acconnts 
presented, and the proceedings of the foregoing year reported. 

Art. XV* The president may, at the written request of six members of 
the board, call special meetings of the board of managers, causing three 
days notice of sach meeting to be giyen. 

Abt. XVI* The whole of the minates of erery meeting shall be signed 
by the chairman* 

Art* XVII* No alteration shall be made to this Constitution, except by 
the Society at an annual meeting. 

The following list of Officers and Managers, nominated by the same Com- 
mittee, was adopted. 

PRESIDENT. 

Rev. spencer H. CONE, of Niw-Yomr. 

Vici-Pkibidints. 

Jesse Mercer, D. D. of Geo. Lucius Belles, D. D. Bost. S. M. Noell, D. D. Ky. 
W. B. Johnson, D. D. 8. C. Benj. F. Edwards, M. D. Bl, Rev. Sam. W. Lynde, Ohh, 
Rer. John L. Dagg, Perm. Nath. Kendrick, D. D. ^. Y. " Daniel Dodge, N. J. 
" Arch. Maclay. N. Y. B. T. Welch, D. D. Albany. " Thos. Meredith, N. C. 

Rev. CHAS. G. SOMMERS, Corresponding Secretary. 

WILLIAM COLGATE, Treasurer. 

JOHN WEST, Recording Secretary and Accountant, 

MANAGERS. 

Baker, Ambrose, Cozsackie. Hillman, Wm. Stewart, Alex. Brooklyn. 

Beebee, A. M. Utica. Humphrey, Friend Albany. Stokes, Edward H. 

Bleecker, Leonard, S. Sing. Lewis, Elijah Brooklyn, Thomas, Thomas 
Belles, Edw. Hartford, Ct. Lmnard, B. Philadelphia, Townsend, James H. 
Caswell, N. Ludlow, Robt. M. Warner, Calvin Troy, 

Church, Wm. Maclay, M. D. Robt. H. Warner, Ransom M. D. 

Coming, E. Brooklyn. M'Corkle, S. Wasson, J. G. Albany. 

Crane, Wm. Baltimore. Newton, Isaac Winslow, Robt. F. 

Derby, Freeman Pcgg» Roger Winterton, Wm. 

Greenman, Job H. Piatt, G. W. Wilson, James 

Halstead, J. B. Purser, Thomas Wyckoff, Wm. H. 

Helms, T. B. Runyan, Peter P. N. Brun. Wyckoff, John N. 

Resolved, That the first annual meeting of the Society be held in Philadel- 
phia, the last Wednesday in April, 1837, and that the doings of this meeting 
and of the Society, be submitted to such brethren from different parts of the 
United States as may then and there meet in Convention, for the purpose of 
securing the combined and concentrated action of the denomination in the 
Bible Cause. 
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It is a gratifying circumstance, that although the Convention 
at Hartford voted to postpone the whole subject until the annual 
meeting of the Board of Foreign Missions in April, 1837, the 
brethren who were appointed a committee to adopt preliminary 
measures for that meeting, so far concurred in the measure, as to 
furnish the following circular, directing " the attention of all who 
are interested, to the incipient organization" of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, " as an important measure," and in- 
viting the co-operation of all " who desire to aid in the diffusion 
of the Word of Life." 

PHILADELPHIA BIBLE CONVENTION. 

Circular of the Committee appointed by the Hartford Conference, April 28^A, 1836, to 
call a Bible Convention in Philadelphia, the last Wednesday of April, 1837. 

The undersigned, as the Committee above-mentioned, have to announce to the pub- 
lic along with the doings of the Conference at Hartford, that the American Bible So> 
ciety at their Anniversary on the l|2th of May last, approved of the doings of their 
Managers, which cut ofi all reasonable hope of further aid in publishing translationt 
made on the principles which we have ever felt bound to adopt, in giving to the heathen 
the Holy Scriptures. In accordance with our instructions we therefore call on indi- 
viduals, churcho8,associations, and other bodies either formed or to be formed, to take 
immediate measures for raising funds, now greatly needed, for the Bengalee New Tes- 
tament, the Orissa Scriptures, and the Chinese versions, as well as the Burman, Sia- 
mese and Karen Translations, and for securing a full representation, at the proposed 
Convention in Philadelphia, on the last Wednesday in April, 1837. 

And whereas, at a large meeting of delegates, and friends of Bible distribution, held 
in the Oliver-street Baptist Meeting-house in New-York, May 12th and 13th, a So- 
ciety was formed for this object, denominated the " American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety," the first meeting of which is to be held at the time and place of the proposed 
Convention, with a view of conforming its organization to the wishes of the delegates 
who shall be there assembled ; we avail ourselves of the present occasion to direct the 
attention of all interested, to this incipient organization, as an important measure for 
the accomplishment of the objects contemplated in our appointment. And we ear- 
nestly entreat those who desire to aid in the diffusion of the Word of Life, to forward 
as promptly as may be, their contributions for this object, either to the Treasurer of 
this Society in New-York, or to that of the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, at 
Boston. 

Wm. T. Brantly, 
Spencbb H. Cone, 
Rupus Babcock, jr. 
Jonathan Going, 
John L. Dago. 
Philadelphia, May 27, 1886. 
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LABOUBS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS DURING THE TEAB 

1836. 

In entering on this responsible office, the Board of Managers 
judged that their first duty was to address the Baptist Associa- 
tions and churches in the United States, and by such agencies as 
they could employ, to form auxiliary societies. In this respeeti 
although their means were limited, they have not been unsuccess- 
ful* The numerous auxiliaries already formed, together with the 
number and standing of those who make up the list of Life Direct- 
ors and members, furnish satisfactory evidence, not only that the 
American and Foreign Bible Society is generally approved ; but 
that this enterprise has elicited a large portion of the talent, the 
wealth, and the influence of our churches, as well as the favour of 
many who have never before contributed to the benevolent insti- 
tutions under the direction of Baptists* Every light in which the 
Board have contemplated the present state and future prospects 
of the Society, has deepened their conviction that the time cannot 
be distant, when the active friends of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society, will be found in every part of the United States, 
and that similar institutions will be formed by Baptists throughout 
the world* 

AGENCIES. 

The Board of Managers are grateful to Divine Providence for 
raising up a few devoted and competent agents, who, since August 
last have visited several associations, churches, and other religious 
bodies, chiefly in New-York, and some of the western states. The 
Society have had only 3 agents under pay, and only 6 out of the 26 
states have been extensively visited. The whole amount of service 
performed by all their agents, does not exceed 16 months labour 
of one man employed the whole of his time. Their aim has been 
not so much to solicit pecuniary contributions, as to impart in* 
formation respecting the causes which led to the organization of 
the American and Foreign Bible Society, and by forming auxil- 
iary and branch societies, to lay a permanent foundation for future 
operations. The favour which this Society has enjoyed, and the 
funds which have been collected, are to bs ascribed chiefly to the 
spontaneous zeal of our churches in the cause of Bible distribution. 

6 
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Brother Edward Kingsford commenced his agency in August 
last, and has given great satisfaction to the Board as well by 
his highly interesting monthly reports, as by the actual results of 
his untiring labours. 
\ Brother Archibald Maclay left New-York in the month of 
August, on a tour to the west and south, where he was hailed 
by the friends of the Bible cause, and an impression made on the 
public mind, from which we anticipate extensive benefits. 

Brother Daniel Hascall has been enabled to labour in this good 
cause since August last ; he has visited many associations and 
churches, and formed several County and other Societies, auxil- 
iary to the Parent Institution. 

The President and other members of the Board, have also visit- 
ed a few Associations, Churches, and State Conventions, to 
plead the cause of God, and a perishing world ; and in every in- 
stance where the friends of literal Bible translations have been 
permitted to explain the views of this Society, and to state facts in 
reference to its origin, a unanimous vote of approbation has been 
given, and we are constantly receiving indubitable evidence of the 
rapid multiplication of our patrons. 

Your Managers were greatly encouraged in December last, by 
receiving information of the willingness of brother John R. Lud- 
low, gratuitously to devote a part of his time as an agent of this 
Society. This gratifying and unlooked for event, was regarded 
as a cheering indication ; and the generous offer of our brother 
was grktefully accepted. Although our chief dependence must 
rest upon those who may be employed by the Society, yet volun- 
tary agencies are capable of conferring great benefit upon our insti- 
tution and the world. Are there no other pious, discreet, intel- 
ligent and enterprising brethren in our churches, who like brother 
Ludlow, are willing to consecrate a part of their time to this 
noble cause ? The Board lament that personal indisposition, and 
other causes, have hitherto prevented brother Ludlow, from prose- 
cuting his intended course of labour. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The Managers would render thanks to God, that as early as 
last July, the rapid augmentation of their means, enabled them to 
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make a donation of $2500 to aid the Baptist missionaries in In- 
dia, in giving the Bengalee New Testament to the benighted 
millions of that dark region. This, it will be recollected, is the 
version which the Calcutta, the British and Foreign, and the 
American Bible Societies refused to patronise, and which led to 
the formation of the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

At a subsequent meeting, $5000 were appropriated to the 
Baptist General Convention of the United States, to aid in 
printing and circulating the translations of the Bible made by 
American Baptist missionaries in Asia; and in the month of 
February, 1837, the Managers were again enabled, by the libe- 
rality of the churches, to make appropriations for distributing 
the sacred volume, by missionaries in the service of the Baptist 
Convention — viz. 

For printing and circulating the Scriptures in China, $2000 

" " " " Karen, 1000 

" " " " Shyan, 1000 

" " " " Siam, 1000 

At the same meeting it was unanimously '* Resolved, that as 

soon as the state of the treasury will permit, the sum of $2500 

be paid to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions in London, to 

aid them in printing the Scriptures in Bengalee." This pledge 

the Board have since been enabled to redeem. 

In this last appropriation of their funds the Board experience 
great pleasure, because, as already stated, this excellent version 
of the Scriptures, by brethren Pearce and Yates, has, by com- 
petent native Oriental scholars, been unequivocally pronounced 
the purest and most idiomatic translation ever presented to the 
inhabitants of India ; and also from the fact that Baptist mission- 
aries in that country possess peculiar facilities for distributing the 
Bible, particularly in Orissa, the Holy Land of Indiuj to which 
thousands of pilgrims annually resort. In the formation of this 
Society the Board recognise a special providence of God. " The 
affecting appeals of Brother Sutton," and of Pearce and Yates, 
will not be made in vain. No, your liberality will enable them 
to give " to men benighted" that " lamp of life" which by others 
has been '^ denied." 
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QUABTERLT PAPERS. 

The first number of this paper was prepared hj order of the 
Board, and issued on the 1st of January, 1837. As a medium 
of periodical communication with the Baptists in the United 
States, and in other lands, this paper will, it is hoped, be an ac- 
ceptable contribution, in promoting the cause of the Saviour. As 
a document of reference, it will propably become interesting to 
all the friends of truth, particularly when the progress of the So- 
ciety's operations, and the extension of their correspondence 
shall enable them to spread before the denomination an account 
of Bible translations and distribution throughout the world. 

THE FIELD OF LABOUR. 

Contemplating the enterprise of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society, the Board of Managers perceive that the sphere of 
their labours is bounded by no geographical or political limits. 
The ascended Redeemer has declared, ''the field is the 
WORLD," and that world is, comparatively, a moral wilderness. 
But, through the instrumentality of Bible, and other evangelical 
societies, its desolations shall be made comely as Tirza, and 
beautiful as Jerusalem; for, ''the word has gone out of His 
mouth" — " that in every place incense shall be offered unto his 
name, and a pure offering ; the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will 
perform this." 

There is a moral subUmity in the magnitude of our proposed 
work, which at first sight appears sufficiently formidable to in- 
timidate the unpractised ; but experience justifies us in say- 
ing, that its very magnitude will promote its success. If in the 
ordinary incidents of life, the energy of the soul increases in a 
ratio proportioned to the exigency that excites it to action, then 
may it confidently be regarded as a sustaining principle in our 
constitution, that we aim not to benefit a single tribe or nation, 
but the universal family of man. 

OUR OWN COUNTRY. 

This is a subject of thrilling interest«r The signs of the times 
are truly ominous, and every friend of his country should come 
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to the rescue, lest libertinism and the spirit of insubordination 
which are at work, sap the foundations of our common liberties. 
Every revolving year pours thousands of the bold, the profligate, 
and the adventurous of all nations upon our shores, many of 
whom confound republicanism with a reckless abandonment of 
all the salutary restraints of national law, and are therefore pre- 
pared for any adventure, in defiance of constituted authority. 
Along with this moving mass of heterogeneous beings, the waves 
of popery and skepticism roll onward, threatening to desolate our 
fair inheritance. The Bible, the Bible ! is the only effectual 
barrier. As Christians, — as patriots, — ^we are under solemn ob- 
ligations to bear our part in the great work of supplying not only 
our native American citizens with the word of life, but also the 
millions of foreigners, who, if properly instructed, may become 
useful members of the community ; but, if left to themselves, 
will, like the host of Attila, become a scourge, destructive alike 
to our peace and our liberties. 

As to the time and manner in which it may be the duty of this 
Socie^ to begin the work of Bible distribution in the United 
States, the Board will not venture to express an opinion, but re- 
fer the subject of home distribution to the decision of the deno- 
mination, in accordance with a resolution of the '' Bible Conven- 
tion," at its late meeting in Philadelphia. 

Upon this point the Board cheerfully unite with the Conven- 
tion in eamestiy requesting all the American Baptist churches. 
Associations, Mission societies, Bible societies, and State Con- 
ventions throughout the United States, by their delegates, or 
otherwise, to make known their views at the next annual meeting 
of the Society, in April, 1838. 

BUaMAH. 

To this country your Board of Managers look with mingled 
emotions of sympathy and hope. Long and arduous have been 
the labours of our beloved Judson and his associates, but great 
has been the blessing of God upon the work of their hands. 
About one thousand souls have been converted to God — twenty 
missionary stations, and nearly the same number of churches 
have been established. There are more than thirty schools, in 
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which seven hundred children are taught to read the Bible* 
These institutions, extending their influence from the Bay of 
Bengal to the borders of Chinese Tartary, are like so many light- 
houses upon a dreary coast, shedding the radiance of divme 
truth upon the pathway of more than one hundred millions of be- 
nighted heathen. There, our Society may now avail themselves 
of the aid of forty-eight missionaries and their assistant-mission- 
aries, together with thirty native printers, and five presses — 
twenty-five cases of type — twelve founts of English and one of 
Burman type, with punches, and matrices of the best workman- 
ship, and every requisite implement for casting new type, and 
printing that sacred book which contains a revelation of the eter- 
nal God. No limit can be set to the distribution of Bibles in 
Burmah, as almost every man can read. The New Testament is 
nearly out of print, but Mr. Judson has commenced revising and 
printing'a new edition of 10,000 copies. The Peguan and Karen 
languages now open two entirely new fields for the dissemination 
of sacred truth. The Toringthoo, and the Fevo languages are 
also about to be reduced to writing by brother Wade. 

In Burmah, Baptists have a stereotype foundry, and the 
whole Bihle fait^tdly translated ; and if adequate funds can be 
obtained, the holy volume may be distributed among millions 
of Burmans, Talings, Karens, and Shyans. Shall they con- 
tinue to be destitute, or but partially supplied ? This is a ques- 
tion of unutterable import, and to which American Christians 
are invited to respond. The crumbs of the bread of life which 
have been distributed, have only created an appetite for more, 
and almost every breeze from the east comes laden with the cries 
of the destitute. '* Tell them," said a Hindoo convert to a 
missionary, ^* that William, who thanks them for himself, blames 
them on account of others. I have heard you say there are mil- 
lions of Christians in the world ; and then I thinki well, — ^many 
millions — and only one, two, or three missionaries come, to save 
millions of those who are perishing in sin ! Tell them we have 

THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY MILLIONS OF GODS, whoSC slaves 

we are. And oh ! tell them, that though these gods never spoke 
before, yet in the day of judgment the God of Christians, who 
is the God of the whole earth, will give each a tongue to con- 
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demn them, for not sending the gospel and more missionaries to 
India.'' Christians of America, we beseech you to hear this 
warning voice, and labour for the attainment of that spirit which 
animated the bosom of the Saviour, when he came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. Let Christian sympathy for perishing 
millions supersede every other motive. Let us endeavour to 
exemplify that irrepressible, primitive zeal for God and the souls 
of men, which no poverty could conceal, no difficulties discou- 
rage, no opposition impede. 

CHINA. 

To this hitherto almost neglected empire, the Board of Ma^^ 
nagers would direct the prayerful attention of all the friends of 
the Bible. Its contiguity to our missionary stations in Burmah, 
entitles it to the special consideration of American Baptists. How 
desolate and perilous is the moral condition of the four hundred 
MILLIONS who people that degraded land ! Under a mistaken 
opinion that China was inaccessible to Christian enterprise, the 
churches have too long neglected to employ the means which 
were at their disposal. But recent information shows that al- 
though the policy of the government forbids access to the interior, 
yet in Eastern China, and in the islands of the Malayan Archi- 
pelago there are millions of Chinese who can read, many of whom 
are anxious to obtain books which explain the Christian religion. 
The same is true of the western and north-western parts of China, 
contiguous to our missionary stations in Burmah. Umerapoora 
also, contains many thousands of Chinese, and n*om Yunnam nu- 
merous caravans come annually into the Burman territory, by 
whom as well as by the Shyans, who have intercourse with the 
Chinese of Thibet, thousands of Bibles may be sent into that 
land of idolaters. Present indications of divine providence, 
and authentic information from our missionaries, press upon us 
the conviction, that the whole of Burmah, Kathay, Shyan, and 
China, are prepared to receive the word of God and to read it, if 
men and means can be found to convey to them that invaluable 
treasure. 

Recent informatian from our beloved brethren Jones and Dean, 
clearly shows, that in Siam a door is opened through which this 
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Society may enter and proclaiin salvation to four hundred thou* 
sand of degraded idolaters. ''This week," says brother Jones, 
" more than 1000 copies of Christian publicatioos have been dis^ 
tributed, nearly all pure scripture. It is necessary to remark, 
that I only giro one book to a person, and that I have only had 
one female applicant." In another place he remarks; "most 
of those who come, inqure for ' the sacred booJc^^ ' the book (fJetUB 
ChriM^ Hhe book which tdh of ont GodP These publications 
have found their way into most of the temples j and residences of 
the great." 

It is a further source of encouragement to your Board, that in 
the opinion of some of the missionaries, the Shyans and the Sia-» 
mese are essentially the same people, and that a mere variation of 
dialect distinguishes the languages of the people in Assam and 
Siara, which is inhabited chiefly by Chinese. If so, the presses 
in Burmah can immediately co-operate with those already set up 
in Bankok, and greatly facilitate the work of printing the Bible 
for the millions of China. Here then is a field, to the moral 
cultivation of which our united and incessant prayers, our con- 
tributions and ejSbrts, must be consecrated. 

The Board of Managers rejoice in the belief, that the chiurches, 
more than at any former period, seem to be, as at the time of the 
Reformation, prepared to " attempt great things, and to expect 
great things." What may we not hope and expect from the 
labours of a society of which the Bible is the balance-wheel of 
the whole machine— the governing principle of every onward 
movement. It is indeed true, that the bigotry and power of the 
government, and the inveterate idolatry of the people, are serious 
obstacles to Christian ejSbrt in China ; but even there the Bible 
Society will find some advantages which do not appertain to 
other and more enlightened nations. The readiness of the peo* 
pie to examine the religious doctrines of foreigners — ^restrained 
by no established hierarchy — possessed of a common language, 
into which the whole Bible has been faith/ully translated* — no 

* As early as 1806, the venerable Dr. Marshman commenced bis excelle&t 
and idiomatic translation of tbe Bible into the language of Chin^. In 1816, 
several years prior to Dr. Morrison's version, the New Testament was print- 
ed, and in 1832 the whole Bible was completed at press ; both being printed 
with moveable metallic characters, cut at Serampore. 
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longer dependent upon the tardy operations of copyists and type- 
cutters, recent improvements having reduced the thirty thousand 
characters of their written language into few and simple elements 
-rrwe can now command the whole language, and by stereotype 
plates, or moveable types, supply them with the Bible, at a price 
comparatively cheap. Another important fact has come to the 
knowledge of the Board. In one of the towns visited by a mis- 
sionary, he observed some of the books which on a former occa- 
sion he had distributed, exposed for sale on the counter of a Chi- 
Qesa book-seller. This fact shows, that the people of China are 
willing not only to read, but to pay for Christian books ; and that 
the natives from their love of gain may become co-workers with 
usy in diffusing the light of salvation through the instrumentality 
of the Bible. 

The means at present employed by all denominations, for the 
spiritual emancipation of China, and the whole of south-eastern 
Asia, are forty-nine missionaries, besides their assistants. There 
is one press at Canton ; and a printing establishment and type 
foundry at Singapore, where a printing office was built in Fe- 
bruary, 1836, and twelve printers were then at work, printing a new 
version of the Chinese New Testament. There are also four 
presses in Burmah, and one among the Shyans, belonging to the 
Baptist Convention. But, as of the five loaves, we may ask, '' what 
are these, among so many ?" Brethren, beloved in the Lord, 
how great is the work to which we are called !-^ — how vast our re-* 
sponsibility ! <' The whole world," but particularly the heathen 
world, • ' lieth in wickedness" — as from a wreck, tossed upon the 
waves of ocean ; the signal guns of distress are heard amid 
the howling tempest, yes, the cry of despair comes from the lips of 
ipany millions } and the impassioned prayer of your own devoted 
brethren is daily uttered, ''Come, O come over and help us — r 
help i)s by your prayers, by your faith, and by your contribu- 
tions 1" 3hall these men of God-rrshall those perishing heatheq 
implore our aid in vain ? No ; the Board rejoice in the hope, 
that there is not a minister of Christ, not an individual in any of 
our churches, who will refuse, by personal liberality, or by efforts 
Vo engage the co-operation of others ; to aid the America^ and Fph 

7- 
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reign Bible Society, in sending the word of life to the remotest 
inhabitants of the world. 

INDIA. 

The moral wretchedness of India, has since the date of nhiodem 
missions, been frequently described. But, although mnch has 
been done, much more remains to be accomplished, ere that loath- 
some depravity which has for ages rivalled the orgies of pande-^ 
monium, shall be changed into scenes of purity and peace. 
From the island of the Mahrattas, Ceylon, and Orissa in the souths 
to the remotest part of India beyond the Ganges, with a population 
of one hundred millions, there are not at this time, more than one 
hundred and sixty missionaries and their assistants of all denomi- 
nations, with only six printing presses in operation. This fact calls 
loudly for the immediate attention of all who pray for the salvation 
of the world. 

Your Board of Managers are deeply afflicted when they re- 
flect, that although the Bible and parts of the Bible have been 
foLUhfully translated by our beloved Carey, Marshman, Yates, 
Pearce, and their devoted associates ; and every facility is pos- 
sessed, to distribute thousands of copies every year among the in- 
habitants of India ; — and although Baptist missionaries commen- 
ced their labours in India as early as 1793, and it has with justice 
been said, by the celebrated Dr. Buchanan, that '^ to this mission 
chiefly belongs the honour of reviving the spirit for promoting 
Christian knowledge by translations of the Holy Scriptures,"-— 
and, although it is indisputable that Baptist missionaries have 
translated the Bible into the languages spoken by more than one 
half of the nations of the earth, and the fatthfulne$s of their rer- 
sions has never been disputed ; yet the Calcutta, the Britisb 
and Foreign, and the American Bible Socities, have peremptbrilj 
refused to aid the Baptists in giving to those benighted nations, the 
unadulterated revelation of the eternal God ; without which, as 
every reflecting mind must be aware, thousands wiH be annuallj 
sacrificed upon the altar of idolatry, and sink for ever to the abodes 
of despair ! Upon their conduct in this case, we pause not now to 
animadvert. To their own master they must stand or fall in that 
day, when every man shall be judged according to his works* 
<* Some years since," say the Baptist missionaries in Bengal ; 
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^* Ume #f the Pedobaptkt brethren, unknown to us» though on 
the most friendly terms with us, wrote to the Bible Society in 
Enghndy requesting them not to give assistance to any Indian ver* 
sians in uAich the word * baptize^* was translated to < immerse.* 

NONS OP THB6B MBN LIVED TO SEB THE BEPLY TO TH6iB 
APPLICATION." 

The Board of Managers are satisfied, that the providence of 
God has made it the duty of Baptists to give to the whole worlds 
ajmithfid translation of the lohole Bibles and that, as a denomi- 
imtiont we cannot decline this labour of love and yet remain 
guiltless* If capaciQr and opportunity to do good, not only give 
a right to do it, but make the doing it a duty, then are we un* 
doubtedly called upon to perform this important service* Bre- 
thren, beloved in the Lord, throughout this wide-spread conti- 
nent, to you do we make our solemn appeal for India, and for the 
whole world — let prayer be made without ceasing of the church 
unto God-'-'^let your liberality flow id a deep and extended chan- 
nel-— let brotherly love abound, and heaven-born charity excite 
and guide all your efforts in this good cause, until through the 
word of the Lord, the knowledge of his glory shall cover the earth 
as the waters cover the sea. 

AFBICA. 

^* Ethiopia,^ says an inspired writer, *' shall soon stretch out 
her hands unto God." — ''From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my 
suppliants, even the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine 
offering." Is not that the land that welcomed to its bosom the 
infant Saviour, when fleeing from the sanguinary Herod f Do 
not prophecy and providence conspire to assure us, that she shall 
yet emerge from the melancholy ruins of her former grandeur ; 
and Carthage, the birthplace of intellectual glory, become radiant 
with die light of salvation i At no former period in the history 
of Ham^s degraded posterity, have the indications of Divine 
Prondence presented greater encouragements, to labour and 
pray for their deliverance from civil, intellectual, and moral bond- 
agjB. At various points along the western coast, from Cape 
Fahnas on the south, to Sierra Leone on the north, there are at 
present about thirty missionaries employed ; and Sabbath schools, 
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in which eleven thousand children are learning to read the word 
of God. There are also several other benevolent institutions; 
and more than six thousand emigrants, many of whom are pious, 
and ready to co-operate with our Society, as soon as we shall be 
prepared to put into their hands the volume of divine revelation. 
The Board of Managers cannot conceal the deep solicitude which 
they teelj that your benevolence may ere long flow in channels 
opened upon the plains of benighted Africa^ where one hundred 
millions of souls demand the sympathies of the Christian world. 
Whatever means may be employed to improve the African race^ 
and give them a rank among the nations ; the Bible aflSords the 
only light by which the darkness of ages can be dissipated^ and 
the land of Cyprianjf Tertullian^ and Augustine, become again il- 
lumined with the knowledge of salvatiob by the blood of the 
Lamb. As American ChristianSj we are bound to promote the 
welfare of that afflicted race^ and we can do much in cultivating 
this field, with comparatively little expense of either money. or 
time. A voyage of thirty days may land ypiir agents upon their 
coast, and although the people are heathen^ yet they have never 
been idolaters — no temples and pagodas consecrated to gods of 
wood and stone, meet the eye and afflict the heart of the Chrultian 
traveller — the people are proverbially mild and teachable — unfet- 
tered by any caste, or long established system of false religion, so 
that no impediment to the messengers of Christ, exists^, s^ve igno- 
rance, and that depravity of the human hearty which is common to 
all the fallen race. 

BUROPfe; 

It is generally conceded, that Divine Providence has afforded 
to us as a denomination, peculiar facilities for distributing the Bible 
among one hundred millioos of idolaters in India ; eighteen mil- 
lions of Burmans ; more than fifty millions of Shyans and Karens ; 
and the four hundred millions who inhabit the celestial empire-^— 
possessing moreover the advantage of having the Bible already 
translated by Baptist missionaries into numerous languages and dia- 
lects — the Board cannot but rejoice that Germany^ Denmark^ 
Sweden^ Norway ^ ^nd Holland do also invite the attention of this 
Society ; inasmuch as the versions used in all these countries con- 



53 

tun a trtnilation of the word baptizo and its cognates, which goes 
ID establish the primitive simplicity of our practice, in the ordi- 
nance of believers' Baptism. In France also, we have at present 
eight Baptist missionaries and their assistants, who will no doubt 
chlserfuUy co-operate with the American and Foreign Bible So- 
tietYf in labouring for the benefit of the thirty-two millions of that 
natiori* In Giei^anj too, our devoted brother Oncken and his 
colporteurs, are prepared to become your efficient agents. Al- 
ready has brother Oncken published an edition of the Psalms, (for 
llie Edinburgh Bible Society,) and an edition of the New Testa- 
ment ; copies of which have been forwarded to this country.^— 
They are the most perfect specimens of German printing and 
binding, that have come under our inspection, and can be afforded 
at a price below the cost of equal work executed by any Bible 
Socie^ in America. From Hamburg and other ports on the 
Baltic, access may be obtained to millions of Hungarians, Bohe- 
Htiians, Wendish and Poles. Recent events also prove, that the 
sixty millions of Russia, are once more in a condition to receive 
the Bible, unrestricted by any imperial edicts. The following 
extract of a letter from a counsellor of the Russian court at 
Odessa, under date of September 5, 1835, shows that the people 
are anxious to receive the word of the Lord. 

8iF,"^-^*^ The welfare of souls is begun to be sought and pursued 
in the villages, with earnestness and zeaL The word of God is 
generally received with all readiness of mind, and searched daily. 
Christian meetings are held in many families in the country around. 
This is not to be wondered at, seeing that many have a hungering 
after Bibles and tracts. Therefore, permit me to beseech you, 
urging with Chiistian boldness, to procure for me six hundred 
Greek Bibles, &c. &c." 

The foregoing sketch of the field to be cultivated, cannot but 
call forth the exclamation : ''who is sufficient for these things;" 
and our only consolation is, that which animated the soul of an 
aposde, when he said, ''I can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me." To the unassisted eye of man, the extent of 
the field, and its almost entire sterility, do indeed present insur- 
mountable obstacles ; but the soul of the believer illumined by 
the light of faith, sees this desert rejoicing and blossoming as the 
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roie» Whaterer be tbe toil, the self-deniali and the (Hmflera-r 
ranee which this work may demandi our proclamation has goos 
forth — ^we stand pledged before the whole intelligent uniirerse^— * 
angels and men expect us to redeem that pledge, by moving Ibi^. 
ward to the rescue of a perishing world. Your Board of M&oa*. 
gers rejoice in the conviction, that the objects contemplated in the 
formation of this Society, will all be accomplished ; and that, union 
in our councils, with fortitude and perseverance in our labouni} 
cahnot fail to be crowned with triumphant success ; nnlil ereij 
island and continent from east to west, and from pole to pol%, 
shall receive the law of the Lord, and God be glorified upon earth 
from the rising to the setting sun. 

Id closing their report, the Board of the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, would render thanks tmto God} for tba. 
origin and the success of this institution. But they desire la 
feel, that if to promote the glory of God and the salvation of m&Op 
be indeed the highest aim and paramount duty of every Ohristifttit 
then does no common responsibility devolve upon this Society* 
Composed of hundreds of thousands of the followers of Christ — 
inhabiting a country extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
ocean — ^living under a free and happy governments-possessing the 
wonderful aid of the press with which to multiply copies of the Bi*^ 
ble, and dl the advantages of international communication by 
which to send them to the remotest parts of the earth ; — let every 
talent be brought into solemn requisition, and let us resolve in the 
strength of the Lord never to cease from our work, until all nation* 
" read in their otvn tongue the wonderful wori^s of Grod." 



On motion of B. T. Welch, of Albany, N, Y., seconded by John 
Culpepper, of N. Carolina, it was unanimously 

ResMvedf That the Report, an abstract of which has now been read* 
be published and extensively circulated, under the direction of the 
Board of Managers. 

Brother Welch sustained the resolution by a most interesting and ar- 
gumentative address. 

On Motion of Baron Stow, of Boston, seconded by John Booth, of 
Michigan, it was unanimously 

Resolved^ That in the history of this Society, as furnished by the 
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Reports of the Treasurer and the Corresponding Secretary, there is 
abundant proof that the Institution has enjoyed in a large degree, the 
approbation of God, and the favour of the Baptist churches. 

On motion of Rufus Babcock, Jr. President of the Philadelphia 
Bible Convention, seconded by Nathaniel Kendrick, President of 
Hamilton Baptist Theological Institution, N. Y. it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the Society formed in New- York, May 13, 1836, as 
a provisional organization, together with all its funds, interests, and re- 
sponsibilities, be now merged in the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, organized by the Bible Convention which met in Philadelphia, 
April 26, 1837. 

Brother Babcock accompanied the Resolution with the following 
remarks — 

I oflfer this resolution, Mr. Prosident, with peealiar feelings, because it is the last, 
ft redeems, nobly and triomphantly redeems, the pledge originally made by your 
jSociety at its formation, and guaranteed by the assurance of the Committee appointed 
at Hartford, against the mistrust and insinuation, which in some quarters werie cher- 
ished, that your organization at New- York last May was not merely *' provisional*' — 
intended only to serve the necessity of the case, until a Society could here be matnrtd 
fay the united wisdom of delegates from the whole denomination. To you and to me, 
and I trust to every member of that Committee, this prompt redemption of that 
pledge is most welcome : indeed I cannot but hail it as an auspicious omen of the 
cordial nmon of all hearts and hands among us, for the promotion of the glorious work 
of sending abroad through the whole woxld God's holy woid. 

In this view, aad for diis end, the dissolutioB of your incipieBl ofgsmz«tio& may be 
contemplated with unmingled satisfaction. I tmet it it ne onwcathy pefverakm to say 
of it, in the words of a Christian poet, 

You ** set as sots the morning atar, whicK goes 
Not down behind the darkened west, nor hides 
Obscured among the tempests of the aky. 
But melts away into the light of heaven." 
The light mto which you now melt and mingle is of the same chaiacter with that 
which has hitherto shone ; only, as we trust, to become hereafUr more extensively 
efiblgent. With what delight, too, must your success the past year be witnessed t 
Means have been secured and appropriated to give to twenty thousand heathen fiuniliee 
in whole or in part, the word of God : to give this faUhfiiBy translaiedj as I bless 
God all Baptists have ever most conscientiously believed is the duty of those to whom 
the LIVELY ORACLBs hsvo been committed. Who can dwell on this thought without 
the most grateful emotions. Twenty thousand families, embracing not less than 
jone hundred thousand immortal souls in heathenish darkness, thus provided with the 
permanent possession of the lamp of life ! May the Society just formed, which re* 
Jmces to recognise you, Sir, as its head — not more the place of honour than of toil 
Mod anxious devotedness — Sir, may your new Soeiety, when one year hence the 
first chapter of its hastory shall he written, be able to oviiwe an enlaigedness of ac- 
^complishment, proportioBed to the increasing sumben and inflnenoe whkh are now 
jraUying around its standard ! 

The exercises of the evening were closed with prayer by Thomas 
Meredith of North Carolina, and the Society adjourned. 
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MEETING OF THE BOARD, 



New-York, Mat 3, 1837. 

The Board of Managers of the new Society met in Oliver-street stt 
4 o'clock, P. M. The President in the Chair. 

Prayer by Nathaniel Kendrick, of Hamilton. 

On motion, duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That this Board recognise, with great satisfaction, the act 
of the American and Foreign Bible Society, provisionally formed in 
New-York in May, 1836, and that we cheerfully accept all the fundp 
and interests, and assume all the responsibilities of the same. 

The following were adopted as the 

BY-LAWS AND ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE BOARD OF 

MANAGERS. 

1, All meetings shall be opened with prayer r 

S. All Committees shall be nominated by the presiding officer, and apr 
proved by the Board, unless otherwise specially ordered. 
3* No moneys shall be paid out of the Treasury but by order of the P(Hird. 
4. All resolutions, if required, shall be presented in writing, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Reading minutes of last meetiog. 
3. Treasurer's Report. 

3. Communications of Corresponding Secretary. 

4. Reports of Standing Committees. 

5. Reports of Select Committees- 

6. Unfinished business, 

7. New business. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Pidflication and Finance, Agencies. 

1. I. Newton, 1. Wm. Winterton, 

9. W. H. WroKorr, 2. R. Psoo, 

3. Thos. Purser, 3. N. Caswell, 

4. Robert F. Wimslow, 4. E. Cornimo, 

5. I. H. Greenman. 5. Thos. Thobias. 



APPENDIX. 



I. 

LETTERS TO THE PRESIDENT. 

AvA, May 17, 1836. 

My Dear Brother — Yours, in behalf of the Bible Society, dated 
Sept. 22, 1835, came to hand a few days since, and I have read it, to- 
gether with the circular and the printed letters, with the greatest in- 
terest. Most happily shall I do any thing in my power to aid the 
Bible Society in the sublime and holy work of circulating the word of 
God. 

We will, in the first place, survey the field. Ava, Umerapoora, and 
Sagoing, three cities hardly separated from each other, contain at least 
half a million of people ; then for 200 miles in every direction are large 
towns and villages. West of Ava about 200 miles, is the small king- 
dom of Kathay ; east of Ava, about 200 miles, you enter the country 
of the Shyans, nine principalities of which are tributary to the court 
of Ava, besides several independent princes, and all speaking one lan- 
guage. Shy^n is an extensive country, and is supposed to be more 
populous than Burmah. About 200 or 250 miles north of Ava you 
enter the frontiers of China. Take Burmah, Kathay, Shyan, and a 
few provinces of China bordering upon Burmah, and we have a pop- 
ulation of one hundred and fidy millions, of which this city is the 
centre. Here is a field which loudly calls for Christian effort. In the 
immediate neighbourhood of this city are several thousands of Ka- 
thayans, but no part of the Scriptures has yet been translated into their 
language. Some of the more learned understand Bengalee, and I have 
received from Rev. Wm. Pearce, of Calcutta, 50 Testaments, 25 of 
which were bound, and 25 were dene up in parcels ; also several hun- 
dred tracts in the Bengalee language. These were distributed at 
once, and I have reason to think are still read with interest. Great 
numbers of Shyans visit this city for purposes of trade. Occasionally 
I find persons who can read Burman, and these I supply with books, 
i hope before long some portions of the word of God will be translated 
into the Shyan language. 

In Umerapoora are several thousand Chinese, besides large caravans 
come in from Yunnam every season; frequently two journeys are 
made in^ one cold season. Hitherto I have had no means of doing 
any thing for this people, as not one in 500 is able to read Burman. 
I have spent some days among them at difilierent times, convereing 

8 
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With those who have some knowledge of Burtnan, and have always 
found them ready to listen. I have no doubt but they would lake the 
Scriptures if I had them to give, and that thousands of copies might 
be sent into the provinces bordering upon Burmah and Thibet. 

As far as I am able to judge, all Burmah, Kathay, Shyan, and China, 
are ready to receive the Word of God, and read it, if we can only 
£nd men and means to take hold of the work. Difficulties are great 
when looked at from a distance, bnt when we encounter them they 
vanish. I have distributed a great number of Luke and John, the 
Epistles, Acts, and some copies of Matthew and Mark ; also the Psalms 
and Old Testament Extracts to a large amount, and some entire co- 
pies of the New Testament. Two'years ago I gave a New Testament 
to Prince Mekara, and some months after he sent to me for books for 
his two sons and seven daughters. Two other princes have asked for 
books, and I have no doubt but they are read. Bramins and Mussel- 
men, as well as Burmans, call for books. 

I have just returned from a tour through the country /preaching 
and distributing tracts and portions of the word of God, I was ab* 
sent three months and three days, visited a great number of cities and 
villages, and though sometimes repulsed, yet in many places I found 
much to encourage me in the work. This is a barren land, yet Grod 
has promised to water it, and will, through the instrumentality of his 
own blessed word. We need a press here very much to give efficien- 
cy to our operations, and the Board will doubtless place one here be- 
fore long. Nothing but the doctrines of the Bible can enlighten this 
nation, and dehver its miUions from the dominion of slavery. 

I should be glad to mention three or four facts which have come 
under my notice in this city, as inducements to diligence in distributing 
the word of God, but an opportunity now offering for sending, direct to 
Bengal, I shall send you off this sheet without transcribing, and wiU 
write you again before the close of the year. 

Tours ever affectionately, 

EUGENIO KINCAID. 



II. 

Rangoon, Junk 13, 1836. 

Dear Brother, — I am at length able to answer your inquiries 
respecting our Mission Press, &c. 

The building stands in the mission compound, in the heart of the 
city of Maulmein, built of brick and mortar in the best manner, two 
stories high, in the form of an L, 66 feet wide, and 78 feet long each 
way — that is, in fact, 156 long. The lower floor is brick covered 
with plaster, and is divided into two large, and four small rooms. 
One of the large rooms is occupied by the case-work, and the other 
by the presses. The smaller ones are for counting-room, storage of 
paper, machine-shop, &c. The upper story is in two large rooms, 
one for the binders, the other for prints, books, and tracts. 
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There are four hand preases, (one of which stands in the composi- 
tors' room, and is used for nothing but proofs,) and a Tuft's power press, 
equal to two common ones, all of the best workmanship, and in per* 
feet order. There are 25 cases of type — 12 founts of English, seldom 
used, one of Buiman, very large, setting up about 65 8vo. pages, one ^ 
Karen, and one of Peguan. Of these last three there are complete sets 
of punches and matrices of the best kind, so that additional type may 
be cast in the office at pleasure. For this there is every requisite im- 
plement, as well as brass roller-moulds and other conveniences found 
in the best offices. 

The bindery is complete, and sufficiently extensive to prepare all 
the productions of the printing office. There are in it two standing*^ 
pretees, and in the press-room below, a press for wetted paper. 

There are 25 persons regularly employed in the office, the average 
rate of whose wages is about ten rupees per month. All the work, in 
every department, is done by natives, but under a hiuch more minute 
and constant supervision by the missionary printer than would be ne- 
cessary in America. 

The preparation of the matrices for native types has been an oppres«> 
sive expense, not only from the great price of all work at Calcutta, 
but because three or four times as many characters are required as are 
wanted in English. 

The following works in the Burman language are translated and 
printed — ^new editions of several are now in press. 
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Awakener, - - . ^ 8vo. 
Balance, -----«« 
Spelling-book, - - - 
Catechism of Astrono- 
my and Geography, 
View of the Clmstian re- 
ligion and Catech'm, 
Digest of Scripture, - 
Epistles and Apocal3rp8e, 
Luke and John, - . - 
Matthew and Mark, 

Miracles, ** 

Psalms, - - - - - 
Epitome of the Old 
Testament, - - - 
History of Joseph, - • 
Investigator, - - - 
Life of Christ, - - - 
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Memoir of Miss Cum- 

mings, - - - - 8vo. 
Mem. of Mee Schay-ee, 
Old Testament, vol. 1, 

2, 
3, 
New Testament, - - 
Ship of Grace, - - - 
Seven Manuals, - - 
Astronomy, Greography 
and History, - - - 
Scripture Lessons, 
Sermon on the Mount, 
Life of Samuel,. - - - 
** Elijah, . - - 
" Daniel, - - - 
Catechism of religion. 
Child's book of the Soul, 
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In the Karen language there are but three small works as yet, but 
the following have been prepared, and will be printed as soon as the 
means are obtained. [The chief detention has been want < of proper 
type, for which matrices were ordered many months since.] Gospel 
ot Matthew — Hymn book, containing about 120 hymns — View of the 
Christian Religion — Vade Mecum, containing paaaag^e* <iC ^w.^^QiXA 
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and reflections for every day in the month, embracing an extended 
view of the Christian doctrine — translation of Digest of Scripture- 
Bible class questions on Matthew, by Mr. Wade— Biography of sun- 
dry Old Testament characters-^Child's Catechism and SpeUing'book, 
beside some other works not yet finally revised. 

In the Peguan or Talain language we have prepared the New Testa-* 
ment and two or three of the principal tracts. 

Two other languages are about to be reduced to writing, viz. the 
Toringthoo and the Pevo. The alphabet of the latter has been con- 
structed by Mr. Wade, and some pupils are now learning it, but he 
does not deem it yet entirely settled. This gentleman prepared the 
Karen alphabet, which is regarded by those competent to judge, as 
eminently perfect. Every letter has always the same sounds which 
makes it easy to learn to read, and secures entire accuracy of pronun- 
ciation. Karens who had never seen a letter have learned to read 
perfectly in a few weeks. 

There is almost no hmits to the distribution of tracts and Bibles. 
Almost every man can read, and though a great many do not under- 
stand what they read, most can. It is known that multitudes of the 
tracts are destroyed ; but the bound books are generally preserved. 
The New Testament is out of print nearly, and Mr. Judson has just 
commenced revising and printing a new edition of 10,000, which 'will 
require two presses to be constantly employed nearly a year. One 
edition of a hundred thousand of the Balance is now in press. 
Several other tracts are nearly out of print. 

I do not think it would, at present^ be useful to give a whole Bible 
(four 8vo. volumes) to every family in the empire, for many could not 
read well enough to perceive the sense, and the priests sometimes 
greatly mislead the people, by affirming that our books say thus and 
thus, and pretending to read the passages, when the idea is the very 
reverse of what the sacred volume actually declares. But many thou- 
sands are urgently called for at once, and the Peguan and Karen lan- 
guages now open two entire new fields. 

If the above statement leaves any points untouched which your So- 
ciety wishes to understand, I shall be very glad to furnish every detail 
in a future communication. 

I remain, most truly, yours, <fec. 

HOWARD MALCOM. 



III. 

Tavoy, Sept. 8, 1836. 
Dear Brother — Like Luther^s pasting up his Theses on the 
doors of the old church at Witlemburg ; and Carey's Nottingham ser- 
mon of " Expect great things, attempt great things," the resolution of 
your Society to supply (according to its ability) the world with the 
Bible, forms an epoch in the history of the church that will be remem- 
bered when '* Earth keeps jubilee a thousand years." The resolution 
will meet with a ready response from every missionary, animated as he 
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will be by its spirit to put forth redoubled efforts for the people of his 
charge, both in the departments of translation and circulation of that 
blessed book, which has been well denominated '* The Star of Eter- 
nity." I should have been out the present moment circulating Bur- 
man Bibles in some villages that I had purposed to visit, had not cir- 
cumstances compelled me to inoculate my children with the small 
pox, and I am now at home watching over them. 

In the first years of my residence in this country, 1 supphed every 
house in the city and province in which I am located, with a tract 
and portions of the Bible, the whole at that time not being printed ; 
and were not my labours almost exclusively required among the 
Karens, I would take up the work of supplying every house with the 
New Testament at least. 

In reply to your inquiries concerning the Karen translation, I have 
to remark, that I have translated three Gospels, Matthew, Mark, and 
John. Luke is in progress, but will not probably be finished before the 
season for travelling and direct evangelical labours among the people 
commences, when the labours of the study are whoUy suspended for 
five or six months. The translations partake of all the infirmities of 
first essays, yet they are such as my associates are anxious to have 
printed. Mr. Wade has recently reduced the other Karen dialect to 
writing, for there are two, as you are probably aware ; and we trust 
that parts of the Scriptures will sobn be ready to print in that dialect 
also, for the language is essentially the same, and when a version is 
made into one dialect, it will be an easy task to render it into the 
other. 

In relation to your inquiries concerning the opportunities for the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures in the European languages, I would remark, 
that in Tavoy they are few. During hve or six years residence I have 
however probably distributed twenty-five or thirty English Bibles, and 
had I a few copies of the Scriptures in the Portuguese language, which 
I have never had, a door stands open for their useful distribution. I 
have met with but one Frenchman in the country, and he being desti- 
tute of the Bible, I gave him a copy that I had in my private library, 
thinking that though it might be useful to me for reference, it might be 
far more useful to him for the salvation of his soul, I have distributed 
parts of the Scriptures in Chinese, Siamese, Hindoostanee, and Ben- 
galee ; and could distribute more, especially the former, were I sup- 
plied with them. 

And now, my dear brother, having answered all your questions, allow 
me to ask one in return. In your large church can you not lay your 
hand on some one or two young men, and thrust them into the work ? 
Young men willing to come over to Burmah to help us ! Nothing so 
pains our hearts as the sight of the harvest perishing around us for 
lack of labourers. The missionary cry is no longer " who hath be- 
lieved our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ?" but 
" who are these that fly as a cloud, and as doves to their windows ?" 
Wherever he moves, his reception is as though a voice thundered to the 
churches " enlarge the place of thy tent, and stretch forth the curtains 
of thy habitation." What a blessed reward for any sacrifices, real on 
imaginaryi that missionaries may make, lo he^x l^e'fixxTm^tA^^^^'^ 
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rens, or TalaingSi or Siamese, teUing what Grod has done for their 
souls ! May the avenging angel never be commissioned to address 
himself to your land of gospel blessings, as of old he did to IVAeroz — 
*' Curse ye Meroz ; curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof ; because 
they came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty !" 

Yours affectionately, 

FRANCIS MASON. 



IV. 

Bankok, Siah, Aug. 14, 1836. 

My Dear Brother.— Your very welcome letter was received at 
Penang, whither I had repaired for the purpose of preparing Siamese 
type. Not being able to answer all your inquiries, I have written to 
Messrs. Beighton of Penang, Hughes of Malacca, Robinson of Cal- 
cutta, Rittgers of Rhio, and Ward of Padang, and should rephes be 
received, I shall forward them. 

I have had the Gospel of Matthew in Siamese published at Singa- 
pore, and it has long been exhausted. Though 1 supposed it to be 
tolerably correct and intelligible, I am satisfied it needs much revision, 
before a second edition, which I design soon to execute. A considera- 
ble portion of Acts has also been translated. The work has expe- 
rienced much interruption from my frequent and protracted absences, for 
the sake of printing and types. I hope now, if God in mercy spares 
me, to prosecute it with vigour. Acts, and a new edition of Matthew, 
I hope may be ready for the press ere the close of the year. 

In regard to Dr. Morrison's version of the sacred Scriptures into 
Chinese, considerable complaints have been made, by those best in- 
formed on the subject, of its being too literal to be intelligible. By 
the English missionaries in the Straits generally, it is feared, that the 
new revision by Gutzlaff, Medhurst, Bridgman, <fec. may be too ele- 
gant ; it is, however, on all hands, allowed to be more idiomatic. Mr. 
Dyer of Malacca, has spent much time, during four years past, in re- 
vising Matthew. In his judgment and accuracy great confidence may 
be reposed. Mr. Dyer's types will unquestionably supply a great de- 
sideratum ; they are excellent. A fount will soon be received here and 
put in operation. Immense numbers of tracts and^ portions of the 
Scriptures, have already been circulated here, and more will be re- 
quired. The amount of funds which we shall require for the publica- 
tion of the sacred Scriptures during the coming year, we cannot well 
estimate, as all our operations will be new ; they must however be 
large. 

Most sincerely yours, 

JOHN TAYLOR JONES. 
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V. 

Calcutta, Oct. 20, 1886. 

My Dear Friend and Brother — I wrote you a few days ago, 
and finding the vessel has not 3ret left the river, send you the annexed 
copy of a letter to Mr. GutzlafT. I shall take upon me to make simi- 
lar inquiries from other sources, taking it for granted that you would 
have availed yourselves, as a Society, of my residence in the East, for 
such invesfigations, did you know where to address me. I have on 
foot some investigations which will prove important to you in the dis- 
cussion respecting the new measures of the American Bible Society — a 
discusfion which I take for granted will not soon close. I hope to 
send you the result by the next vessel. 

I am greatly astonished at not perceiving any claim set up by the Bap- 
tists to their share of capital stock of the American Bible Society. Sure- 
ly you mean to effect a division somewhat on the princif^e of that which 
occurred in the Sunday School Union of Massachusetts. Many of 
our fiiends will probably wish to remain united, so far as regards di»> 
tribution in America. I think we had better withdraw entirely ; for 
if this division be not effected now, there will have to be another pub- 
lic distorbancet and another shock given to kind feelings. As the 
matter now stands, it becomes us, as friends of Christ, to rally and be 
united. 

The Mission family in Burmah is in usual health. 

Yours very truly, 

HOWARD MALCOM. 

From the Same. 

Calcutta, Nov. 25, 1837. 
Dear Brother — Anxious to anticipate the wants of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, (in the formation of which I greatly re- 
joice) as to information from this region, I wrote a series of questions 
to Dr. Marshman, and now enclose the reply. I have made similar 
inquiries of Mr. Gfutzlaff, and of Mr. Dyer of Penang, but there has 
not been time to receive answers. The letter I sent you touching the 
condition and capacities of our Maulmein printing office, and these 
documents concerning the Chinese Scriptures, will give you pretty 
Ml views on three topics which must be prominent in your deliberations. 

From Dr. Marshman to Mr. Malcom. 

Serampore, Nov. 17, 1836. 
Mt Dear Brother — As John alone could answer most of the 
questions contained in your kind letter, I put it into his hands for this 
purpose. The chief thing left for me is the manner in which the 
Word for baptism was rendered. This was by a character that simply 
*irieant to immerse. All its derivatives were oC co>M%^\«tAft\^^vci^^ 
^ame manner. 
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John's answers are as near the mark as he could bring them ; but 
in things, so much of which remains to be tried, a wide latitude must 
be given. 

I hope the Divine blessing and presence will attend you on your 
journey to Akyal, Kyak, Phyen, and Arracan. BeUeve me, my dear 
brother in Christ, very affectionately yours. 

From Jno. Marshman to Mr. Malcom. 

Serahpore, Nov. 15, 1836. 

My Deah Mr. Malcom, — My father has referred your letter to 
me for a reply to your various queries, as the printing of the Chinese 
Scriptures is under my more immediate superintendence. 

Dr. Marshman will inform you of the bearing of the Chinese word 
by which he has expressed the rite of baptism. Since the edict of the 
emperor, forbidding the printing of the Scriptures, I have been dili- 
gently employed in arranging for an edition of the Chinese New-Tes- 
tament ; and in improving and enlarging our fount of Chinese types. 
Mr. Gutzlaff has also sent me a copy of his revised New Testament, 
of which we are now preparing to print a large edition for him. Dr. 
Marshman's New Testament was printed with moveable metallic cha- 
racters, partly punches, partly characters engraved on types with a 
blank face. To give the advantage of permanent utility to any effort 
for printing the Chinese Scriptures, however, it is necessary that a 
punch should be struck for every character which may be required. 
The Chinese New Testament contains about three thousand different 
characters ; of these we possessed twelve hundred in punches, and we 
have therefore about eighteen hundred more to strike in order to com- 
plete the fount. These are in rapid progress. The expense of a first 
edition must therefore greatly exceed that of subsequent reprints. 
The nearest approximation I can make to a correct estimate is, that if 
you order an impression of 5000 copies of the New Testament, which 
we shall immediately put to press, the charge would be 6500 rupees, 
including printing, paper, and binding. The expense of an edition of 
5000 copies of the Psalms would be at about the same rate, that is, 
about 2000 rupees. But Dr. Marshman hesitates to put his version 
of the Psalter anew to press, except after a close revision, which can- 
not be made without the assistance of an able Chinese scholar. Such 
aid, however, he cannot now command in this country ; and he would 
therefore advise you to obtain from Mr. Gutzlaff or some of his friends, 
a revised version of the translation which has been made in China. 

We have been generally in the habit of printing a supplementary- 
number of the Grospels and the Acts for distribution, as separate pam- 
phlets, and would strongly recommend this course to any who wished 
to make the most of the sacred Scriptures among the heathen. 

The version of the New Testament we 'are now printing is, I believe, 
well adapted for general distribution among the Chinese. If Mr. 
Gutzlaff has studied the wants of one class more than of another, he 
has, I believe, given a preference to the most numerous class of ordi- 
ziajyr readers. 



65 

I thiuk our fount will be completed in about sixteen months, ait the 
end of which time J shall be prepared to furnish you with a supply of 
types, sufficient for the printing of a version of the New Testament, 
the Psalms and Genesis. I have really no data for determining the 
extent of the fount, but upon a broad guess, I should imagine that a 
thousand or twelve hundred rupees would meet the expense. The 
type would be of the same size as that used in the edition of the Scrip- 
tures printed here. It is, I think, the smallest size into which it is pos- 
sible to compress the more complicated Chinese characters. In fact, 
the size is so contracted that the letters, if cut on wood, and not in 
metal, would become illegible after a few thousand impressions had been 
taken of them. 

The idea of furnishing you with a set of punches of any other size 
is, I fear, out of the question. Our punch-cutter could not commence 
upon them for fifteen or eighteen months, and he could not bo expected . 
to complete them under three years. A series of Chinese punch«|, . 
struck by a native of Bengal, could not be executed without either 
. European or the ablest Chinese superintendence ; and as I propose to 
leave the country in less than two years, no engagement of this nature 
would bs feasible. The paper on which I propose to print the version : 
now in hand is manufactured here, in close imitation of the best and 
thinnest Chinese paper, and is calculated for printing only on one side ,' 
of the leaf. It would be easy to prepare paper of sufficient strength : 
of texture to bear the ink on both sides, but considering the imperial 
prohibition now rigidly in force against foreign works, it seems unad- 
visable to give to our books the risk, almost the certainty of immediate 
detection, by so material a departure from the national models of ty- 
pography. 

The American and Foreign Bible Society is much indebted 
to brethren Yates, Pearce, Malcom, and Jones, for the circulars 
they have addressed to missionaries in Asia, upon ihe subject of 
Bible translation and distribution. Answers to these communi- 
cations, which we may hope soon to receive, will doubtless put 
us in possession of valuable and interesting facts, which may be 
used as safe guides in our future appropriations. 



VI. 



Calcutta, Oct. 15, 1886. 
Dear and Respected Brother — It was with great pleasure that 
^e received your letter under date 1st June, containing the weleoau 
-news of the formation of the Bible Society, of which you are President, 
IVhile we have sometimes for a moment regretted, that through one of 
\is referring to the principles on which our Burman brethrew VvaA^vwft^ 
cuted their translations, he was the iimocenl occ^svoti oS.^}t\ft\\^k«^2cw^'^^ 
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fused aid, wc yet felt that it was high time that those principles shoold he 
understood, and never feared but that God would provide abundant fujid» 
for the translation and circulation of his own word, wherever proseciitecl 
in his fear. The welcome news which jour letter commnnicates— - 
the formation of the *' American and Foreign Bible Socibty," with 
the special and avowed design of aiding versions of the sacred Scrip- 
tures made by Baptist missionaries — fully justifies this confidence, 
and has excited in the minds of our dear associates and ourselves, the 
liveliest feelings of gratitude and joy. 

You ask us to give you, with as little delay as possible, a0 the infoF' 
mation in our power on the great subject of Bible translation and dis- 
tribution in India and China. As it regards this country, we have long 
had it in contemplation, if possible, to secure or prepare, ya«r improved 
versions of the New Testament, namely — the Sanskrit, Bengali, Hin- 
dui, and Hindustani, which with the Uriya version, now preparing by 
our general Baptist brethren, would embrace languages spoKen by at 
least three-fourths of the natives residing in this Presidency, as wallas 
include some millions residing in the other Presidencies of Madras and 
Bombay. We would enter more fully on the nature of these versions, and 
the extent to which they wo»ld be intelligible, but thaS onr plan is not 
yet fully settled. As soon, however, as we have had a meeting of our 
missionary brethren on the subject, a fresh communication shall be de- 
spatched 10 yon. 

As it regards the Chinese Scriptures^ our information is but limited. 
Dr; Marshman, has translated ^anrn^Uj as did Dr. Carey in all ike ver- 
sums he superintended ; but whether Ms version is the best which you 
could reprint, we feel ourselves incompetent to decide. 

Wishing that great prosperity in raising funds, and great usefulness 
in disbursing them, may attend your new institution; and soliciting an 
interest in your prayers, for the abundant blessing of the Lord te be 
poured out on this land. 

We remain. Dear Brother, Yours mosrt sincerely, 

W. YATES,. 
W. H. PEARCi;. 



VII. 

BlRMINGHABT, JaN. 5, 1837. 

My Dear Brother. — Many thanks to you for a copy of the Ameri- 
can edition of the Baptists in America ; 1 like its appearance much. A 
third edition is contemplated in England. 

I am making up a packet to go directly, and therefore cannot enter 
into sundry matters. I wrote according to your request to my beloved 
friend Yates, and trust you have heard from him before this time. A 
new, improved, translated version of our Bible will appear, sooner or 
later, I make no doubt, but it must be a work of time, and of toil, and of 
prayer. 

I suppose the aim in India will be to restrict our denominational 
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efforts at translation to the New Testament, and co-operate with others 
ta the Old. Yates seems to have made up his mind, to take version 
after version of the most popular tongues and dialects, and by that 
means, as is obvious, the great mass of the millions of Asia, will have a 
New Testament substantially the same. There is something sublime , 
4n the thought, that one man, Carey , should have laid the foundation ; 
one nan, YtUes^ should improve, and perhaps perfect as far as man can 
the work ; and one denomination honoured, «5 we may he^Uy pour the Ught 
and life of Heaven over those vast regions, by an ample distribution of 
the New Testament thus prepared. 

You will have heard, by the papers, of the removal of the venerable 
Dr. Rippon. 'Tis affecting too, to think, how soon the dust of Robert 
HalPs successor reposes in the same tomb 1 Ryland, Hall, and Sum- 
mers, occupy together the same chamber of darkness, but their spirits 
are before the throne 1 And moreover, those gloomy precincts are all 
iUumined by the Word, which sheds its radiance through the man- 
«io«s «f the dead. 

I remain most truly. Yours, 

Jakes Hoby. 



VIII. 



i Mission House, Sjittlt St. Marie, 
( February 14, 1837. 

My Dear Brother — Our hearts were made to rejoice when we 
Keard of the formation of the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
Its benevdent object must commend itself to those who love the truth. 
How important, in translating the Scriptures into a foreign language, 
that it be done so as to leave as Utile room for doubt and perplexity as 
possible. Most certainly, the clearer the will of Grod is expressed, the 
less room wiM there be for the admission of error. To cast a veil of 
obscurity over any part of that Revelation which God has given to 
man, must he a sin, for it opens a wide avenue for the introduction of 
errors ; and oftentimes a greater variety of them than one would at 
iirst imagine. And to communicate any part of the will of Grod in 
words that have no definite meaning, when it may he clearly expressed^ 
must assuredly be casting a ved over it that greatly obscures or con- 
ceals from the anxious reader the mind of the Spirit. And for mis- 
sionaries who feel themselves highly responsible to God for the faith- 
fulness of their labours, to* be laid under the fatal necessity of casting 
such a veil over any part of Divine Revelation, must be extremely 
painful We rejoice therefore that God, in his wise and gracious pro- 
vidence, has exonerated them from that necessity. 

Brother Cameron, my missionary associate, some time since com- 
menced a revision of Dr. James^ translation of the New Testament into 
the OjikKQ tongue. In the prosecution of his labours he however found 
it easier to make a new transilation ; though he derives much help from 
the former. He has completed the Gospel of Mark, and is now upon 
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Luke, and we fee] extremely anxious to have them printed as soon as 
may be. The object of this letter is to ascertain whether we could 
obtain any help from your society to aid us in printing it. Has the 
society any press in operation, or about to go into operation ; if not, 
could we receive aid in printing it elsewhere ? 

Brother Cameron is a good scholar, and is said to be good in Indian* 
We have several commentaries and critical helps, and I trust we do 
not altogether neglect to seek for him the Spirit's aid in the great work. 
He feels conscientiously constrained closely to adhere to the instruc- 
tions the board of missions gave to their missionaries, " to transfer no 
words which are capable of being literally translated," 

About two weeks since I returned 'from a tour of forty miles op the 
Lake, where I went to visit some Indians. I was absent fourteen 
nights, every one of which I either slept in the open air, or in an In- 
dian wigwam. The journey was performed on snow shoes, and we had 
a train of four dogs to carry our provisions and blankets. There were 
in the whole eight lodges, containing nearly forty souls. I spent two 
Sabbaths with them ; had two services on each, and a meeting 
every evening. May God bless the seed sown, and make that little 
wilderness to become a well cultivated garden. Pray for us, dear 
brother, that the word of the Lord may have free course and be glo- 
rified. 

Very affectionately yours, 

A. BINGHAM. 



IX. 

Hamburg, March 3, 1837. 
Dear Brother, — I have been daily looking for a favourable 
reply to my letters to the American and Foreign Bible Society, on the 
subject of circulating the Scriptures in Germany, but in vain I I can 
easily think you will have many calls, especially from your missionaries 
who labour among the heathen ; and indeed their state is such that 
ten times more ought to be done for them than has yet been done. 
But is the state of these heathen by whom we are surrounded, who are 
only distinguished from the Burmese by name — a nam<» to which they 
have no scriptural claim — less awful ? As Baptists especially, we can- 
not hesitate with the answer ; we must reply, no ! Well then, dear 
brother, let me refresh your memory, and claim for my dear counlijr- 
men a share in the love and compassion of American Christians. 
" Come over and help us.*' Every thing around us bids us employ this 
language towards you. Satan is hurling never-dying souls by thou- 
sands into that horrible pit from which there is no redemption. Young 
converts burning with holy zeal for the salvation of souls, and more ad- 
vanced Christians weeping over those who keep not God's law, and on 
account of the dishonour done to their Lord and Master, stand ready 
at a mementos warning, to enter into the field and enrich their fellow-men 
tDith that Book which is destined to be the lamp to their feet, and the 
//g'At to their path, to guide them through ihifi v;\ldeYtvess. 
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The opportunities for circulating the pure word of God are such as 
to demand iromediate attention. Dear brother, I beseech you, help us 
if you can. I hope to receive a speedy and favourable reply. With 
much Christian love to yourself and to the managers, I remain affec* 
liooately yours in the Lord Jesus ! 

J. G. ONCKEN. 



X. 

Calcutta, Jan. 24, 1837. 

My Dear Brother, — A few days ago your welcome favour of 
A.ugu8t3d, 1836, came to hand, and as the fast sailing ship The George, 
leaves town to-morrow, I take this the first opportunity of replying to 
it. Our dear brother Pearce would have sent you a longer and better 
answer had he been in Calcutta, but he left us for his native land on the 
first instant, and will be absent in all probability a year and a half. 

We do not regret having been the incidental means of the formation 
of the American and Foreign Bible Society, though we do sincerely 
regret the violation, on the part of the Bible Societies, of those Ca- 
tholic rules on which they have acted from the beginning in this coun- 
try, viz. that of encouraging every faithful version of the word of Grod, 
vrithout dictating in any thing to the translators. They have now as- 
sumed a commanding attitude, and have driven us from the common 
ground on which we could co-operate with them in a common cause ; 
and thus they have commenced a schism which, if I am not greatlv 
mistaken, will prove detrimental to their prosperity, and in time, to their 
existence. It ought to be well known that it is contrary to their former 
proceedings, and that they alone are responsible to God for the mischiefs 
and miseries that may ensue. 

As Baptists, if faithful to Christ and our principles, we shall have no 
cause to complain of this persecution of our brethren ; it will work 
together for our good and the spread of divine truth. In all versions 
where the words that have a meaning are transferred and not translated, 
the heathen will perceive an express design to keep them in the dark, 
and this will lead them to further inquiry ; and then in our versions they 
will find all they wish to know. 

I desire, on behalf of my brethren and myself, to return you our best 
thanks for the aid you have afforded us, after the Bible Society here ' 
had refused us all encouragement. It does indeed strengthen our hands 
€snd encourage our hearts^ to persevere in the work ; and long as hSe and 
liealth are spared, we will labour in the good work, trusting to our 
Heavenly Father to supply us with the means we need. Since the oil 
ftias begun to be poured out in so unexpected and wonderful a man- 
ner, we believe it will not be stayed while there is a vessel to receive it. 

Our second edition of the Bengalee New Testament will issue fiiom 
"the press in a few weeks, when I will forward you a copy. 

In the absence X)f brother Pearce, I am engaged in two newversionar 
of the New Testament — the Sanscrit and HvTidoo^\.^TyR^. TVifc'^'WMii^ 
crit is the Latin of the East, and is read by «X\%c\vt^ttcc^lxatcw^^'^^^ 
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malaya mountains to Cape Comorin. Having studied this language 
closely for more than twenty years, and finding that it possesses the 
power of expressing the original better than any other language, I am 
desirous of turning my studies to account, by producing a Sanscrit 
version of the New Testament, which I think is as much needed as 
was the Bengalee one. The Hindoostanee is the French of the East, 
and is spoken among the common people to a very great extent, in all 
the large cities in Hindoostan. I have printed a grammar in this lan- 
guage, and several books in it for the use of schools, and I desire now 
to consecrate all 1 know of it to the word of God. The Bible Society 
are trying to get a simpler version than Martyn's, which is much needed 
in this language, but I have reason to believe their plans will prove 
abortive. If successful, still we must have a Baptist version in Hin- 
doostanee, and indeed Baptist versions of the New Testament in all 
the popular languages of India, or in all the languages that are either 
extensively read or spoken. There is plenty of work here both for you 
and for us. 

There is a version of the New Testament in Hindue executed 
as far as the 2d of Corinthians, by brother Chamberlain, which we 
wish to print, when we can get it completed by a competent person. 
This language is spoken by all the Hindoos, in Hindoostan proper. In 
these several versions we ask for no assistance but what you may feel 
at hberty to give, consistently with your obligations to Biirmah. 

"Wishing you all success in your daring and magnificent enterprise, 
I remain yours in the Gospel of Christ. 

W. YATES. 



XI. 

Tuscaloosa, April 2, 1837. 

My Dear Brother, — The receipt of your very affectionate letter 
gave us much pleasure, except that it lessened our hope of seeing you 
here. Perhaps we may never meet until the Archangel's trumpet snail 
call us to the judgment bar. How joyful the thought that we shall 
there meet to part no more ! 

Brother Maclay has been well received in this state, as the agent of 
the American and Foreign Bible Society, and has been appointed with 
brethren Lacy, I. M. Allen, and R. W. Cushraan, to represent our 
State Society in the Bible Convention at Philadelphia. I trust the 
Lord will guide the deliberations of that meeting, and give the brethren 
one mind. 

I regret exceedingly that any of our brethren should advocate the 
course pursued by the American Bible Society. Leaving the questioDi 
whether the constitution of that society, or the nature of their compaett 
requires such a procedure, the procedure itself is directly contrary to the 
established principle that the Bible, without note or comment, is to be given 
to the nations. I do not see how the resolution <J February 17th, 
1886, can be defended. I do not now speak of transferring the word 
/ffMtrf^cj, which I think our translators ought not to have done, and no 



71 

modem translator ought to do ; but 1 refer to the general rule adopted 
by the American Bible Society, that the Bible should be made consistent 
with the creeds of the denominations represented in it. If a company 
of Congregationalists, Hicksites, Unitarians, Smithites, &c. shoukl 
constitute a Bible Society, and employ their learned men to translate 
the Bible, and should instruct them to translate on the principles of the 
English version so par as that each denomination might consistetuly 
use their translation ; every one would see that neither the original 
Scriptures, nor the English version would be the standard ; but if 
these denominations are agreed in any error, their Bible must not con- 
demn that error. Now shall the Bible govern human opinions ; or shall 
human opinions govern the Bible ? Which of these shall control and 
change the other ? This is the question on which the Baptists are 
required to take a side ; and I sincerely wish that they were all on one 
side as they should be. ^ 

We have many words of Greek origin in our language, which we 
could not now well dispense with. The introduction of new words 
tends to change the boundaries that custom had assigned to the mean- 
ing and use of old ones. If Matt. iv. 11. were translated ** Messen- 
gers came and ministered unto him ;" we should scarcely think of mes- 
sengers firom heaven. The Greek word " Angel" has, by use, exclu- 
ded the general term from this particular application. So the general 
term '^ immerse," is now in a manner secularized, having yielded so 
long, in religious matters, to the Greek word " baptize." But I much 
dislike the superstitious regard which some seem inclined to render to 
King James' version. If fifty-four learned men were selected, who 
possess clear heads and honest hearts, they might find many improve- 
ments which they could make in that version without a dissenting 
voice. Such improvements will sooner or later be made. The pro- 
gressive changes in our language, and the improvements in Biblical 
criticism, require it. 

Very affectionately yours, &c. 

JOHN L. DAGG. 



XII. 

Maulmein, Feb. 4, 1836. 

Rev. and Dear Sir. — The Burman Bible in 4 vols. 8vo. con- 
taining nearly 2400 pages, was completed on the 29th of December last. 
We are now printing a second edition of the Psalms, and are preparing 
to print a second edition of the New Testament. In the Tahng lan- 
guage, the New Testament is nearly translated by a native scholar, a 
Christian ; but it must be thoroughly examined and revised by one of 
our number, who is studying Taling for that purpose, before we shall 
venture to pubhsh it. . In the Karen language, the New Testament is 
in coarse of translation at Tavoy, and some part of it will probs^bly be 
printed as soon as we caA obtain a complete fount of K^x^tl V.'iY^'i^> 
which we are expecting within three or foui moTvV\\%. 
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As to introducing Chinooo Scriptures into the ^outh-westem part of 
the empire, I have no doubt it can be done by two routes, from Ava and 
from Sadiya. But the missionaries at those stations will doubtless 
he collecting information on that very important point. 

It is impossible to say how many Bibles could be judiciously distri- 
buted in murmah. If the government was tolerant, I should Say tens 
of thousands, whether they could or would be read immediately or not- 
But one word from the Viceroy of Rangoon would close that port 
against our Bi bles and tracts, and that port is the key to the whole 
country ; so that we are obliged to proceed prudently ; or, if we had a 
printing eustablishment in the country, the importation of paper, and 
even the operation of the press itself, could be prohibited with the same 
ease. 

But we must all go forward, preaching the gospel, and distributing 
Bibles and tracts in every possible way, and in every language under 
heaven. If one door is shut up, we must push in at another. Victcry^ 
toe are sure, mil he ours at last. 

I rejoice in the assurance that we have your prayers ; and to every 
friend of the Saviour I would say. Brother, pray for us ! May the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with thy spirit ! 

A. JUDSON. 



Xlll. 

Edgefield Court House, S. C. April 18, 1837. 

My Dear Brother. — I had for several months after my appoint* 
ment by our association, intended to be present in Philadelphia at the 
Bible Convention, and the annual meeting of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society ; but I am constrained to remain at home, though much 
against my will. May the God of wisdom and mercy be with you aU, 
and bring your deliberations to a happy conclusion. I trust that the 
Convention will be enabled so to discriminate and adjust the whole 
concern, th^t the denomination may remain entire and united in their 
Bible efforts. For my part, I most cordially approve of the organiza- 
tion of the American and Foreign Bible Society, and had I ten thousand 
dollars to bestow upon benevolent purposes, 1 would cheerfully put it 
into the treasury of that Society. Of it I would say, Esto perpetua. 

My view, upon this subject, is, that your address to the GeneraLCon- 
vention last year, contained a request to those who should not attend 
the meeting of the Board, to send up their opinions of the course which 
they thought should be pursued ; that the Conference at Hartford was a 
conference of unauthorized brethren, that is, self-constituted, and not 
appointed by the Baptists. The Convention in New- York, that 
formed the American and Foreign Bible Society, stands in the same 
light ; both to be approved or disapproved by the Baptists generally. 
Your Society was intended as a test of public opinion ; and I think that 
j^ublic opinion has most fully sanctioned it \ — it must go. 
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When you meet, my body will be in Edgefield, but my soul will be ill 
your meeting. 

Affectionately vours, 

WM. B. JOHNSON* 



XIV. 

Mobile, April 19, 1837. 
Dear Brother Cone — I regret that I shall not be able to meet 
with you at Philadelphia, as duty seems to require that I should con- 
tinue a little longer in the south. The pressure in the financial con- 
cerns of the community in this city, and in New-Orleans, is such, that I 
cannot expect to do much« still I shall accomplish something, through 
the blessing of the God of the Bible. He has been with me in the 
whole course of my journey, and I trust he will be with me to the end. 
The noble cause in which we are engaged meets with the unani- 
mous approbation of our brethren to the west and south, except those 
who are opposed to all benevolent efforts ; and many approve and aid in 
thisy who have never done any thing before to advance the kingdom of 
Christ at home or abroad. The course adopted by the American Bi- 
ble Society is considered by all our Baptist brethren, and by many Pedo- 
baptists of the highest respectability, as unconstitutional, unjust, and 
unkind. In short, as decidedly stetarian^ and therefore hostile to the 
original design of that noble institution. Our brethren consider the 
course adopted by Bible Societies in three quarters of the globe, as an 
unholy league to suppress a part of the eternal truth of God, and that it 
must meet with His disapprobation, and also the disapprobation of all 
enlightened Christians. The dignified and firm stand taken by our Bap- 
tist brethren belonging to the board of the American Bible Society, 
and the organization of the American and Foreign Bible Society^ so 
promptly, after the doings of the hoard ol the Aiherican Bible Society 
had been sanctioned by the Society at its annual meeting, reeetve the 
cordial and warm approbation of the western and southern Baptists* And 
as an evidence of this fact, I have received from them by subscription ' 
and donation, for the American and Foreign Bible Society $15,626 60 ; 
and bad as the times are, I hope before I return, to increase the sum 
to $20,000. 

I beg that you will remember me affectionately to all the members of 

the board, and to the Convention that shall meet in Philadelphia. I pray 

God that you may all be directed by wisdom from above, and that in sin- 

^eness of heart, you may pursue that course which shall most effectually 

glorify Christf and advance his kingdom in the earth. I hope that 

^one will seek their own things, but the things which belong to Christ. 

-Assure the brethren that nothing shall bo wanting on my part to pro- 

^Oaote the interests of the American and Foreign Bible Society, which 

X consider the noblest institution on the face of the globe. Its object is 

give faithful translations of the Bible to the nations of the earth, tPt/A- 

>«t amy kuman^ditionj diminutiony or concealment^ n^Vivc.^ ^«sic«aX\)^ 

tifirmed of any other Bible Society in the wotU •, fct vv.'^Qxi^^ ^^^m'^sA 

10 
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they are more zealous to conceal from the iiatioDB, the real meaning of 
the ordinance of Baptism^ than lo give the unadulterated Bible of God 
to men. But all attempts to conceal the truth will prove abortive. 
Men may, with equal prospect of success, attempt to stop the sun in his 
course, as to arrest the progress of the truth of God. I consider my 
Baptist brbthren highly honoured of God, m being chosen of Him, and 
ordained to be witnesses for Him. of the whole truth. May we be 
humble and faithful unto death, and He will give us the crown of life ! 
Respectfully and aflfectionately yours in Christ Jesus. 

A. MACLAY. 



EXTRACTS FROM 
LETTERS TO THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

MASSACHUSETTS, 



\ 



BAPTIST MISSION ROOMS. 
Boston, July 2S, 1836. 

jRev. Charles G, Sommers, Corresponding Secretary of the American 

and Foreign Bible Society, New- York, 

Dear Brother — I have the pleasure of acknowledging your letter 
of the 18th inst. ** giving official notice of the organization of the Amer- 
ican and Foreign Bible Society, and of their wish to co-operate with the 
Board of Foreign Missions in giving the Bible to the heathen world; in- 
quiring into the probable anyount which the board expect to be able to 
employ in printing the Scriptures in Asia during the current year ; and 
asking particularly what progress has been made in their arrangements, 
to print in the Cinnese language." 

The spirit imbodicd in your communication, the board are happy 
to greet with christian cordiality, and the formation of a society 
whose object is essentially one with their own, and whose co-opera- 
tion is so promptly tendered, will hasten, it is devoutly hoped, the com- 
ing of that day when the gospel of our Lord will be read by erery 
man in his own tongue wherein he was born. 

In regard to the probable amount which the board expect to expend 
in printing the Scriptures in Asia during the present year, I would 
state that the entire probable expenditure for the year in printing, ac- 
cording to an estimate recently made, and about to be submitted to the 
Christian public, will amount to at least twenty thousand dollars, pro- 
vided we are not constrained, by the want of pecuniary means, to re- 
duce our operations in this department. A portion of this sum will 
be appropriated to the printing of tracts, and the circulation of the 
Scriptures in western languages, but the estimate was based principally 
upon the demand for the Scriptures in Asia, and to meet this demand 
will be a primary object with the board throughout the year. 

For printing in the Chinese language, orders were sent out as eariy 

as July 1, 1835, to the missionaries of the board at Bankok, to procure, 

as early as practicable, a complete fount of Chinese types, of Rev. 

S. Dyer, of Peaang, a commumcalion to vVve %^me eftect was subse- 
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quentiy made to Mr. Dyer, and though no mformatkm has yet reached 
us of the execution of these orders, it is presumed they received 
prompt attention, and that the types are in course of preparation, if not, 
ready for immediate use. A printing press with paper, Slc. were also 
forwarded to Bankok the last autumn, and intelligence of the arrival of 
a printer at the same station, is daily anticipated* Mr. Dean, who has 
resided at Bankok the past year, as missionary to the Chmese, has 
become sufficiently acquainted with their language to attempt to preach 
in it, and will be able to render such assistance in superintending the 
press, it is beUevcd, as may be requisite to ensure a correct pubUca- 
tion of the Chinese Scriptures. 

Very affectionately yours, 

L. BOLLES, Cor. Sec. 



From the same. 

Boston, Nov. 19, 1886. 

My dear Brother — At a late meeting of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, 1 was instructed to return their thanks for the very liberal 
donation of $5000 made by your board, for printing and circulating 
versions of the sacred Scriptures prepared by their missionaries. 

In discharging this welcome duty, I am happy to congratulate you 
on the early and great success of your operations, and to convey my 
best desires for their advancement till every nation shall be adequately 
supplied in their own language, with the whole word of God. 

United with you in principle, aim, and effort, we regard your pros- 
perity as essentially one with our own. We specially note, with the 
liveliest satisfaction, the coincidence of your views with ours, relative 
to the entire and faithful translation of the Scriptures, as made by our 
missionaries, and rejoice in the assurance we are authorized to cherish 
therefrom, that your co-operation with us, so promptly and efficiently 
commenced, will be perpetual, and adequate to all our need. 

Very affectionately yours, 

L. BOLLES, Cor. Sec^ 



From the Same. 

Boston, March 15, 1837. 

Dear Brother — The Baptist Board of Foreign Missions grate« 

fully acknowledge the additional grant of $5000 from the Board of 

the American and Foreign Bible Society ; $2000 of the same being 

appropriated for printing and circulating the Chinese Scriptures ; $1000 

^or printing and circulating the Karen Scriptures ; $1000 for printing 

^md circulating the Siamese Scriptures; and $1000 for printmg and 

^circulating the Shyan Scriptures. 

I need not assure you that these appropriaXiowA ""^nilk \m ^^bi^oSa^ 
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applied* nor truest ydur prayers with ours that they may greatly ad- 
vance our common aim. 

In regard to China, I am happy to say, the board cordially respond 
to the views expressed in your late communication. Their attention has 
X been for some time directed to that vast field for missionary effort, and 
measures have been put in train for entering into it at several distinct 
points. On the south at Bankok, three missionaries of the board are 
in a course of preparation for the work ; one of them already sufficiently 
familiar with the Chinese language to preach the Gospel, and to judge 
of the comparative faithfulness of the several Chinese versions*of the 
Scriptures. There is also a missionary printer, with a press, and other 
apparatus for printing in Chinese, to such extent as may at present be 
demanded, and no time will be lost to secure to it from time to time, 
all requisite enlargement. The board indulge the hope that in supply- 
ing the Chinese with the preaching of the word, and es,)ecially with 
copies of the Scriptures, on the South of China, in Siam and Cochin 
China, and the numerous islands of the China Sea, thronged with 
Chinese emigrants, they will be permitted to bear an equal part with 
the most favoured missionary institutions. 

But it is on the south west and western borders of China, that the 
board look with peculiar interest. From the several stations in Bur- 
mah Proper, and the British Provinces already occupied by missiona* 
ries ; and from Zeume, and other interior regions of Laos, where the 
board contemplate the early establishment of others, and still more 
from the mission receptly commenced in Assam, it is believed facilities 
exist and will arise for dissemmating the word of God within the Chi- 
nese empire, such as at present can nowhere else be found. What- 
ever they may prove to be, our reliance is on the grace of Grod, and 
the cordial co-operation of our brethren, that we shall not fail to im- 
prove them with an interest and fidelity corresponding in some mea- 
sure, to the blessedness of the privilege which they involve. God hath 
set before us an open door. Let it not be said that we are slow to en- 
ter in* 

Very aflfectionately yours, 

L. BOLLES, 
Cor, Sec, B. B, F, M. 



RHODE ISLAND. 



Valley Fills, Cumberland, R. L July 18, 1836. 
To the Rev, C, G. Sommers, Corresponding Secretary of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, 

Sir — ^It gives me pleasure to inform you, that a deep interest has' 
been awakened among Christians in this place, by the address of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, in the great object for which that 
society was formed. Asa pleasing evidence of th-it interest, a society 
was formed on the 17th instant, under the name of the Valley Falls 
Foreign Bible Society, It already numbers (v^ly mevohcT^. 
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NEW-YORK. 

Extract from the first R^ort of the Bible Society ^ of the Otsego Asso* 
ciation^ Auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society, 

This society was organized by the unanimous vote of the delegates 
of the Oisego Baptist Association, at the close of the session in 
Frankfort, Sept. 1, 1836. It wati the cordial response of this body 
to the solemn app^.al of the parent society, for the aid and co-operation 
of the churches in the glorious work of giving the entire word of God 
to a perishing world. 

While this society deeply deplores ihe folly and injustice of the de- 
cision which sundered the bonds of union between the Baptist de* 
nomination and the American Bible Society, it rejoices in the manifes- 
tation of those pure and inflexible principles which have ever charac- 
terized the denomination, and which on that trying emergency actuated 
those concerned in the transaction, to spurn the bribe offered for the 
sacrifice of truth and principle, and promptly to organize the American 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

Though some may think the time to build had not come, and that 
the step was hasty and injudicious; yet it is believed if the peculiar 
circumstances of the case were fully known and duly considered, there 
could be but one opinion on the subject, and that all would approve and 
support the measures pursued. 

We are happy to say, that in this vicinity there is little or no opposi- 
tion to the course adopted, and we con6dently hope this society will 
contribute its fuU>bhare of funds necessary to carry forward the great 
and glorious designs of the parent institution. 



Hamilton Lit. and Thkol. Sem. March 1, 1837. 

Rev. C. G. Sommers, — Dear Brother — ^We have ever regarded 
that Providence which led to the formation of the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, as one fraught with the greatest interest to us at 
a denomination, and to the world. The peculiar circumstances under 
which we were then placed, demanded on our part immediate and de- 
cided effort. And though the course adopted bj us, has been, to quite 
an extent, an independent one, yet it has been supported, and we trust 
will still receive the sanction of high l^eaven. With an interest almost 
unparalleled, our brethren have come forward to support by their 
prayers and their liberal contributions, this great and noble cause ; and 
may we not with propriety regard the past, as an earnest of what shall 
be ; as a pledge that these efforts, and these prayers, shall never bo 
stayed, until the word of truth shall be translated into every language 
and distributed among all people ? We n joice that such a spirit is 
being kindled in the hearts of our brethren, and trust the same is in 
exercise among ourselves. Realizing in some 4e%Tfee\)cvfe OcXx^^vsei^^ 
the church to give the world the Bible translated — ^?itv<i Vx^vci^V.^ ^'^^i 
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in the privilege of carrying forward so generous and noble a cause, 
an organization was formed in this institution, on the 26th of last July, 
called the Bible Society of Hamilton Institution, Auxiliary to the 
American and Foreign Bible Society. Our Constitution is in the main 
the same as recommended by the Parent Society. 



Elbridge, April 15, 1837. 
Dear brother Somivers, — ^There is but one voice in the whole 
Baptist denomination in this section of the country, and that is for the 
American and Foreign Bible Society ; and I most sincerely hope that 
there will be but one voice in the convention. 



VERMONT 

Shaftsbury, April 8, 1837. 
Dear brother Sommers — At a meeting of the Shaftsbury Bap- 
tist Association in June last, a resolve was passed, approving the for* 
matiunof the American and Foreign Bible Society, accompanied by a 
further resolve, to raise within the association the sum of $200. 



NEW-JERSKY. 

Imlaystown, N. J., July 8, 1836. 

Dear Brother Sommers —The friends of the good cause in Upper 
Freehold, having had the claims of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society presented before them, they at once resolveS to form an aux- 
iliary society, called *' the Bible Society of the Baptist Church and Con- 
ffregation of Upper Freehold ;" as the proceeds of that society, I now 
rorward you $30 to constitute me a life member of your noble institu- 
tion. Since I have known this church, (now fourteen years,) I have 
never seen any thing proposed to them which they were more willing 
to lay hold of with one heart and with one soul. When the matter was 
first proposed for their decision, and those in favour requested to sig- 
nify it by saying ** ay," an old mother in Israel present, exclaimed 
aloud, **7, uTut both hands too** This aged sister is a poor widow: at 
first she thought she would give $1 — but as she thought again — she 
recollected that she had $3 laid by to bear her expenses in going 
to visit her children, seventy or eighty miles distant. After a little re- 
flection, she came to me with the whole amount, saying, '* I have con- 
cluded my children can do much better without seemg me, than the 
poor Burmans can do without the bible ; here it is, I give it to the 
Lord." I am happy to hear of the surprising success of the Parent 
Society. May the Lord continue to bless the object abundantly, 

I remain yours affectionately in a precious Redeemer. 

JAMES M. CHALLISS. 
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Cedarvillk, Dec. 3, 1836. 

Dear Brother — When I providentially carpe to this place last 
June, I found the whole community in a state of extreme agitation, and 
the theme of all conversation was the new Baptist bible ; almost 
every hour, I was asked the question, " have you seen the new Baptist 
bible ?" — ^and when I replied negatively, together with the declaration 
that I had not heard there was such a *' new bible," the inquirers were 
astonished, to think of my coming direct from Philadelphia to this 
remote place, without seeing or knowing any thing of ** that sacrilegious 
attempt to make a new bible" — and that the said Baptist bible was 
now in circulation. The effect which these reports had, was of an 
unhappy nature. The Baptist cause was at a low ebb. The few 
Baptists themselves were almost ready to believe, that there was indeed 
a new Bible to be imposed upon them by a " Baptist ecclesiastical 
council," of the nature of *• the General Assembly" or " the General 
Conference," so boldly were ihese reports uttered. The friends of the 
Baptist cause began to regret, that ihey had declared themselves 
friendly to such innovators ; every thing looked gloomy — and I felt 
that It was high time to examine into the thing. I asked where the 
reports came from, and they were all traced to Mr. • * • *, a Methodist 
local preacher, who was very buoy in ridmg throughout the whole 
country, spreading the report; and not content with endeavouring to 
make^^neinies to the Baptist cause ; in one instance, he went to the 
house of an old Baptist lady, who is in her dotage, and told her that the 
Baptists were making a new bible, and that they were going to take 
all the old ones from their members. This good old sister, who was 
very much attached to her old fashioned Baptist bible, was nearly fran* 
tic at the thought of losing her bible, and declared that they should 
never have it : for she *' would hide it and fight for it." This is but 
one instance out of many of a similar kind. I sent to this '* Alexander 
the Coppersmith," a copy of the constitution of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, and positively contradicted the reports in circu- 
lation, and soon convinced the reasonable part of the people, of the 
absurdity of the thing, from the nature of the Baptist churches, each 
heing independent. Another report which this man circulated, was 
that the Baptists already had a translation of the New Testament, 
which they had adopted, and that it was by Alexander CaropbeU, a 
Baptist preacher of Virginia. I soon let them into the real secret, 
that the honesty of such men as Drs. Campbell and Macknight, of the 
church of Scotland, would not allow them to transfer a word that 
could be translated. 

These statements had the desired effect ; the matter soon died away, 
and those who for a time were prevented from uniting with the Baptists 
by these reports, have since come out and joined us. 

The community having heard so much on the subject of the '' new 
bible," I have been at some pains to disseminate information on the 
subject of the American and Foreign Bible Society — and since they 
have an understanding of the subject, they have felt an anxiety to do 
something for the caase. Pursuant to public notice, the ladies in the 
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bounds of this church and congregation, met on Thursday evening, 
December 1st, and organized the '* Cedarville Female Bible Society, 
auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society/' 

E. D. FENDALL. 



MoRRisTowN, N. J. March 6, 1887. 

My Dear Brother — The receipt of the first number of " Quar* 
terly Papers" issued by your board affords me a favourable opportunity 
of communicating to you the vie^s and action of the Baptist church 
here, in relation to the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

The circumstances under which the Society has originated are not 
only 80 peculiarly interesting in themselves, but its objects are so grand 
and important in their nature and bearings, that no true Baptist can 
remain an uninterested or inactive observer of its progress. 

The church here has long been in a very feeble state, and unable to 
contribute much towards any public object. But the high claims of 
the Society have routed their christian feelings, and determined them 
to do what they can in the good cause. 

1 remain your most obedient servant, 

WM. SYM; 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

Indian Spring, March 3, 1837. 

Dear Brother Sommers — Annexed I send you a copy of the reso- 
lutions passed prior to the formation of the Bible Society in this place. 

Whereas, by the late decision of the American Bible Society, refuse 
ing to grant aid to any translations of the Scriptures which do not 
conform to the received English translation ; by Nvhich the Baptist de* 
nomination must either recall the translations made by them^ or depend 
upon their own resources for support : therefore, 

Resolved — That we deem it the duty of every member of the de- 
nomination to use their utmost endeavours to support those translations 
already made, and those which may be made by our brethren amongst 
the heathen, conlorming strictly to the original. 

Resolved^ That we form ourselves into a society, to be called the 
" Beech Woods Bible Society, Auxiliary to the American and Foreign 
Bible Society.** 

May the Lord abundantly bless your labours for. the promotion of 
His cause, and hasten the time '* when the heathen shall be given to 
Christ for his inheritance." 

Yours hi Gospel bonds, 

SAMUEL MILES. 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford, Mat 23, 1836. 
Dear Brothkr — ^You are probably aware, that soon after the act 
df the 17th of Febraary, the Baptists of this city subscribed over 
$500 for the Burman Bible. A meeting was called this evening to 
consider through what channel the money should pass to the object. 
The result is, to form here a Bible Society ; and then dispose of the 
fund by its board. — Our Hartford brethren approve eardially the action 
had at New* York. 

Yours truly, 

AUGUSTUS B0LLE8. 

On the 8th of June, the Connecticut State Convention formed itself 
into ft Bible Society, Auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety ; and passed Kesolutions approving the objects contemf^ated by 
the American and Foreign Bible Society ; they have contributed in all 
$1500, to aid in translating and circulating the Sacred Scriptures. 



DELAWARE. 



Wilmington, Del. April 3, 1837. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the interest of the church uh* 
der my pastoral charge in this city, in the great bible question, is of 
a sound description. Last month we organized a society, called thd 
•* Delaware and Foreign Bible Society," Auxiliary to the Parent Institu- 
tion, and designed to cover the whole of this reninsula ; we are as 
yet comparatively few in numbers, (about 70,) and have raised near 
seventy dollars, thirty of which are to constitute our Pastor a life 
member. 

Our design is to labour for this cause among those churches in this 
state, which have not contributed generally to the cause of benevo- 
lence. We hope and believe that there are individuals in these churches 
who will esteem it a privilege to give of the substance the Lord hai 
loaned them, to distribute the pure word of life to the destitute nations 
of the earth. O, that our efforts may be the subject of your prayers. 
I remain, your brother in a precious Christy 

C. W. DENISON. 



SOUTH CAROLINA. 

ROBERTVILLE, S. C. Feb. 22, 1837. 
Rbv. and Dear Sir — Incompliance with a request some time since 
made, through the American Baptist, and in the diAclv%i%<& ^1 ^ax ^3&av4 

11 
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duty, I now inform you of the organization of a society in this section 
of country* auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society. 
Indisposition, with an unusual pressure of other business, forms my 
apology for not having communicated with you at an earlier period. 

At its Anniversary held in Robertville, on the first sabbath in Octo- 
ber, 1836, the board of managers of the Union Bible Society of Beau- 
fort District, recommended that the District Society relinquish its 
connexion with the American Bible Society, to which it had been 
hitherto auxiliary, and unite itself with the Ameiican and Foreign Bible 
Society. A resolution was then proposed, and unanimously adopted^ 
60 modifying the original constitution, as to make us auxiliary to your 
body. 

With our fervent prayers that this enterprise may be amply sustain- 
ed, and fully succeed, 

I remain very respectfully yours, &c. 

JOS. T. ROBERTS, M. D 
Car. Sec. U. B. S. B. 2X 



KENTUCKY. 



Bowling Gr£en, April 13, 1837. 
Rgv. and Dear Sir — Owing to circumstances which it is not ne- 
cessary to mention, I, instead of the Secretary of ihe Bethel Bible S(h 
cieti/f give you an account of the formation of said society. It 
was organized in March last — adopted the constitution recommended 
by the American and Foreign Bible Society, an auxiliary of which it 
wishes to be considered. I will take the liberty of saying that the 
Baptists in the western part of Kentucky, and I believe throughout the 
state, most heartily approve of the formation of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society. They are of opinion that the denomination 
will accomplish much more in giving the Bible to the heathen in this 
way than would be accomplished if their funds were sent directly to 
the Baptist Board ofForeign Missions. Elder A. Bennett, though the 
most popular minister ever s ent out from the east, has not been able to 
effect as much in the west, (I mean to collect as much money for 
Foreign Missions,) as elder Maclay has done for the bible cause. The 
Baptists in these ends of the earth wish for a bible society. 

I am, Rev. and dear Sir, 

JOHN PENDLETON. 



ALABAMA. 



Foster's Post Office, January 10, 1837. 
The brethren in this state seem to be aroused to a sense of their 
duty, and the cause of benevolence seems to be spreadinn^ wider and 
wider, and taking deeper and deeper root in the hearts of the brethren 
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in Alabama. And, my dear brother, it gladdens my heart, and 
caiiaes me to give thanks to the God of all grace, for wanning up the 
hearts of the brethren, and causing them to send the bread of eternal 
life to the dying heathen world* - 

ROBERT S. FOSTER. 



ILLINOIS. 

Chicago, March 28, 1837. 
EvBRT church of our association either has, or will contribute to 
sustain the operations of the American and Foreign Bible Society, 

ISAAC T. HINTON. 



Montgomery County, N. Y. 
In the eight months I have been employed, I have travelled 3,606 
miles, preached 120 times, have addressed 112 congregations, on the 
objects and claims of your society, in connexion with preaching or 
without it. Have attended one state convention, five associations, 
assisted in forming three Associational or county societies, attended and 
preached at the anniversaries of four others, have promoted the claims 
of your society to a majority of the churches, in eight associations, 
and to some of the principal churches in eight other associations. 
From a very few of these churches I have received contributions in 
cash ; and from the majority, pledges of money to be paid into the 
auxiliary treasuries, before your first anniversary ; and encouragements 
of annual contributions in future. From these sixteen associations 
encouragements have been given of raising $10,000 the current year, 
and we may with confidence expect, at least, $8,000. These estimates 
include what has already been paid over, which is but a small part of 
the sum. I have received in cash $579 95. 

DANIEL HASCALL. 



RAISIN RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

Detroit, June 2, 1836. 
' The committee on the Bible question reported as follows ; 

Whereas the recent unjust measure of the American Bible Society, 
refusing to aid in the circulation of the sacred scriptures, translated 
into foreign languages, where the term Bapiizo and its cognates are 
translated, thereby virtually excluding the Baptist denomination from 
ail participation in funds partly their own^ has resulted in the formation 
of the American and Foreign Bible Society, by the Baptist denomina- 
tion, in the city of New-York, on the 13th of May last: And, whereas, 
the appropriation of $5000 by the American Bible Society, made for 
the express purpose of circulating the Burman Bible, by the above 
measures, has been withheld : Therefore, 
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Resoivedj That the formation of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, merits our decided approbation, and we pledge ourselves to 
sustain them in their arduous and praiseworthy undertaking by our 
liberality and prayers. 

Resohedf That this association form itself into a Bible Society, aux* 
iliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society. 



If indeed it be necessary further to exhibit the views of Ameri- 
can Baptists in regard to the importance of a distinct Bible or- 
ganization, the following sentiments, expressed by Delegates to 
the Convention in Philadelphia, will show that unanimity prevails 
to an extent surpassing the most sanguine expectations of the 
early friends of the American and Foreign Bible Society. From 
documents in our possession, it would be easy to multiply evi- 
dence upon this subject, but sufficient has, we think, been pr»f 
duced to make it incontrovertible that Baptists cannot be divided, 
where the truth of God's word is concerned. 

Mr. Tindley, of Virginia, said that he had travelled through several 
of the Soulhern States, and that he had heard, he might say, only one 
opinion, and that was in favour of a distinct organization: and that we 
must have. We wanted, he repeated, a distinct organization, which 
would sustain the reputation and character of the denomination. The 
time had come, and the opportunity was not to be lost. 

Mr, Gear of Ohio, observed that the people of the west were look- 
ing forward to a distinct organization. He wished most ardently thajt. 
that object were accomplished. He looked upon it as a grand — a mag- 
nificent — a glorious scheme. He felt that they were bound to go foith 
in the name of Jehovah. They should go in the way that God had 
marked out, and the holy undertaking would be carried into successful 
operation. 

Mr. Armstrongs of N. C, remarked, that when the convention which 
had been held in the state of North Carolina adjourned, the result of 
tlieir deliberations was decidedly in favour of a distinct organization, 
and that it should be immdiately formed. 

Mr, Love, of Tennessee, stated that the sentiments of the Baptists 
in the Eastern and Western divisions of the State from whence he 
came were, that it was the duty of the denomination to form a new and 
distinct society for the translating, printing, and circulation of the 
sacred Scriptures. 

Mr, Green, of Mississippi, observed that the Baptists of that State, 
as far as he knew, approved of the organization of a new Society. 

Mr. Booth, of Michigan, could state, as the delegate from the State 
of Michigan, that the Baptist denomination there desire a separate or- 
ganization, and say they are willing to do all that lies in their power to 
sastain it. 
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SOCIETIES AUXILIARY 

TO THE AMERICAN AMD FOBBIOM BIBLB BOCflBTT. 

Oliyer-fltreet Female Bible Sociely, .... Recognited, May 18. 

Tipper Freehold Bible Society, •« Aug. 8. 

Valley Falls Bible Society, R. I «* do. 

Raisin River Bible Society, Michigan, *' do. 

Connecticut State Bible Society, . . . " Sept. 7. 

Bible Society of the Baptist Church, Hamilton, . . " do. 

Loaisville Bible Society, Kentucky, ** do. 

Stamford Bible Society, Connecticut, ** do. 

Stanton-street Bible Society, New-York City, . . . <* do. 

Laorens-atreet Bible Society, do. ....** do. 

Bible Society of the Eastern Shore, Virginia, ....*< do. 

Orieans County Bible Society, ** Oct. 6. 

HalfMoon Bible Society, «* do. 

AnnsTille Bible Society, ** do. 

Weatcheater County Bible Society, " Nov. 2. 

Bible Society of the Bridgewater Association, ....** do. 

do. do. Pearl-street Baptist Church, Albany, ** do. 

do. do. Grand River Association, ....** do. 

Otsego Bible Society, ** do. 

Hodson Bible Society, «« Dec. 7. 

Lexington Bible Society, Kentucky, " Jan. 4. 

Bible Society of the South Baptist Church, New- York City, . *• do. 

Bible Soci^ of Saratoga County and its Vicinity, ..." do. 

Codarville Female' Bible Society, " do. 

Wayne County Bible Society, " Feb. 1. 

Ontario Association Bible Society, *' do. 

Bible Society of the Saratoga Association, . . . . " do. 

Catskill Bible Society, " do. 

Troy Baptist Bible Society, *' do. 

Worcaster Association Bible Society, *' do. 

Alabama Baptist Bible Societj^t ...,..'* do. 

Mmmeiwar County Bible Society, '* Mar. 1. 

Bible Society of the Seneca Baptist AssociatiQii, ..." do. 

St. Lawrence County Bible Society, " do. 

NorthemBaptist Association Bible Society, ....** do. 

Ashtabula County Bible Society, Grand River Association, " do. 

Coortland Association Bible Society, *' do. 

Cayuga County Bible Society, ** do. 

Bible Society of the North Baptist Church, . . . . " do. 

Elizabethtown Bible Society, . . ', . . . '* do. 

Union Bible Society of tho Beaufort District, ....** do. 

Livonia Bible Society, " Aw, 6. 

Chenango do. ........**' do. 

Yoik Bible Society, " do. 

Alleghany town and Pittsburg Union Bible Society, Penn. ** do. 

Bible Society of the North Beriah Church and Cong. New York city " do. 

Female Bible Society do. do " do. 

Bible Society of Burnt Hills, New- York, . . . . " do. 

Bible Society of the 2d B^tist Gbnrch, Middletown, N. J. . . " do. 

Beech Wood Bible Society, Pennsylvasia, . . . . " do. 

Bible Society of the Baptist Church, Morristown, New-Jersey, ** do. 

£Um Bible Society, South Carolina, " do* 

Passumsic Bible Society, " do. 

Bowling Green Bible Society, Kentucky, ....** do. 

Bible Society of Hamilton Institution, " do. 

OnMda Welsh Baptist Bible Society, '* Anr.SS. 

Delaware and Foreign do '^ ^ 
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ReeogniMd Apr. 82. 



Bible Society of the Otsego Association, . 

Shaftsbury Centre Bible Society, 

Baptist Youth's Burman Bible Society, Oiivcr-st. N. Y. City, 
Bible Society of the Ist Baptist Ch. and Cong., Maceden, N. Y. 
Bible Society of the Baptist Ch. and Cong., Whitesboro. N. Y. 

Athens Bible Society, New- York, 

Massillon Bible Society, Ohio, 

Jefferson Bible Society, 

Onondaga Bible Society, 

Bethel Bible Society, Kentucky, 

Bible Society of North Adams, Massachusetts, . 

Great Valley Bible Society, Pennsylvania, .... 

Other auxiliary societies have probably been formed, from whom no official infimntp 
tion has been received. Such societies are requested, as soon as convenient, to trans- 
mit to the Correspondmg Secretary the name of the Society, the time of its forma- 
tion, the amount subscribed and collected, and the names and residence o^their officen. 

MINISTERS DIRECTORS FOR LIFE, 

BY ▲ CONTRIBUTION OF ONE HUNDBBD AND FIFTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 
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Lor. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

May 8. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Allen, Ira M., Philadelphia. 
Benedict George, New- York city. 
Bernard, David, do. 

Buck, W. C, Louisville, Ky. 
Barker, Luke, New- York city. 
Bennett, Alfred, Homer, N. Y. 
Cone, Spencer H., New- York city. 
Covcll, A. L., Albany, N. Y. 
Cushman, R. W., Philadelphia. 
Dunbar, Duncan, New-Yoik city. 
Daffg, John L., Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
GiUett, A. D., Philadelphia. 






Howard, Leiand, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Kennard, J. H., Philadelphia. 
Mason, Thomas, So Jth Carolina. 
Punington, Thos. Trenton. 
Soramcrs, Charles G., S. Bap. Ch. N. Y. 
Sage, O. P., Massillon, Ohio. 
Vaughn, Ashley, Washington, Miss. 
Welch, Barth. T., Albany, N. Y. 
Webster, Luman W. Amenia, Datehssi 

County, N. Y. 
Woolsey, J. J., Philadelphia. 



OTHER DIRECTORS FOR LIFE, 

BY A CONTRIBUTION OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Adams, William, Albany, New- York 

Bleecker, Garret N., New- York city 

Boardman, W. G., Albany, New- York 

Burk, T. A., do 

Colgate, William, New- York city 

Colgate, Bowles, do 

Colgate, George, do 

Colgate, John, do 

Cone, Edw. W., do 

Clapp, R., Albany, New- York 

Davies, Luke, New- York city 

Demarest, Samuel C, do 

Fitch, William, do 

Fletcher, Joseph, London, Great Britain 

Humphrey, Friend, Albany, New- York 

FEMALE 



Harris Ira, Albany, N. Y. 

Jacobs, Charles P., Paterson, New-Jtissy 

Noble, L. P., Albany, New- York 

Pegg, Roger, New-York city 

Purser, Thomas, do 

Perry, Eli, Albany, N. Y. 

Ring, Zebedee, New- York city 

Smith, Edward, do 

Sheldon, Graylor, Albany, N. Y. 

Treat, H. H., Albany, N. Y. 

Tracy, Wm., South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Withers, John, Alexandria, D. C. 

Withington, Elijah, New- York city 

Walker, Charles, Burlington Flats 



MEMBERS FOR LIFE 

BY A CONTRIBmnON OF THIRTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Barker, Mrs. Luke, New- York city 
Bishop, Mrs., do 

Bleecker, Mrs. G. N., do 
Cobb, Mrs. Sarah R., Athens, Gra. 
Gardner, Miss Ann P., Burmah 
Gregory, Mrs. Keziah, New- York 
Griswold, Miss S. A., do 

Jackson, Mrs. Martha J., Athens, Ga. 
KclBftosb, Mrs. £. C, Albany, N. Y. 



Mcintosh, Mrs. W. S., Albany, N. Y. 
Perkins, Mrs. Deborah, Hamilton, N. Y. 
Pierce, Mrs. Asenath, do 

Seymour, Mrs. Catharine, Albany, N. Y. 
Skelding, Mrs. Rheua, S. Bp. Ch. N. Y. 
Tracy, Mrs. Matilda, So. Bap. Ch. N. Y. 
Wade, Mrs. Deborah, Burmah 
Warner, Mrs. Eliza, Troy, New-Yoik 
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MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 

BT A CONTRIBUTION OF THIRTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Anderson, J. South So. Bap. Ch* N. Y. 

Arthur, William, Peiry, N. Y. 

Anderson, R. T., Kentucky 

Belles, Lucius, D. D., Boston, Mass. 

Biddle, "Wm., New-York city 

Babcock, jr. Hufus, D. D., Philadelphia 

Brouner, J. H., Now- York city 

Blain, John, do 

Banvard, Joseph, South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Brown, Amasa, do 

Benedict, David, Pawtucket 

Bartolette, Charles, Amwell, New-Jersey 

Baker, Joseph S., Norfolk, Virginia 

Brown, Obadiah B., Washington city 

Binden, A., Philadelphia 

Baldwin, H. F., Hartford 

Burtch, Luman, Pine Plains, N. Y. 

Beebee, T. B., Livonia, N. Y. 

Bloss, Samuel, Annsville 

Backus, S., Groton 

Bishop, John F., Madison County, N. Y. 

Bennett, Lra, York, Livingston Co. N. Y. 

Chase, Ira, Newton, Massachusetts 

Comstock, G. S. Missionary, Arracan 

Calver, Nathan, Greenwich, N. Y. 

Clarke, Richard, Madison, N. Y. 

Coilom, J. G., Danbury, Connecticut 

Crawford, Luther, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Challiss, James M., Upper Freehold, N. J. 

Cutler, David, Berlin, N. Y. 

Clark, J., Lo Roy, N. Y. 

Culpepper, John, Cedar Creek, Pa. 

Dean, William, Missionary, Siam 

Dye, Enoch P., Providence 

Dod^, Orrin, Sand Lake, N. Y. 

Denison, Charles W., Delaware, Pa. 

Dana, Alfred 

Darrow, Allen, Marietta, Ohio 

Dye, W. a, Granville 

Dudley, J. H., Sennett, N. Y. 

Dix, Levin, Virginia 

Field, Moses, Hudson, N. Y. 

Fletcher, Leonard, Great Valley, Pa. 

Freeman, Timothy G., S. Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Frederick, M., Philadelphia 

Grenell, Z., Paterson, New-Jersey 

Green, J. U., Cozsackie, N. Y. 

Going, Jonathan, D. D. Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Griswold, — Swainsville 

Green, H. K., Burlington, New-Jersey 

Griffiths, J. W., Middlcton, N. Y. 

Gregory, Seth, Franklyn, 

Gibbs, James, Rome, N. Y. 

Gillett, P. D., Schenectady, N. Y. 

Geer, Hiram, Ohio. 

Going, Ezra, Philadelphia. 

Goodman, S , Michigan. 

Haven, Clemens, Govemeor, N. Y. 



Hinton, Isaac T., Chicago, 111. 
Haughwout, J., South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 
Havley, E. H., do. 

Huggens, S., Philadelphia. 
Hartshorn, Chancellor, Waterville, N. Y. 
Hcaley, John, Baltimore. 
Judson, Adoniram, Missionary, Burmah. 
James, David, Newburg, N. Y. 
Jones, Tho. G., Wooster, Ohio. 
Jackson, Timothy, Philadelphia. 
Jerril, Thomas, Madison County, N. Y. 
Kincaid, Eugenie, Burmah. 
Kmgsley, A., Hamilton, N. Y. 
Knapp, Jacob, do. 
Keyes, Charles B., Ballston, N. Y- 
Kingsford, Edw., Utica. 
Laws, Wm., Virginia. 
Linsley, James H., Stratford, Cc. 
Lamb, R. P., Clinton, N. Y. • 
Maclay, Archibald, New- York city. 
Murphy, John C, do. 
Marsh, Wm., Upper Canada. 
Miles, George S., Westchester, Pa. 
McColsomi S. S., Galway, Ct. 
Miller, William G., New-York city. 
Miles, Samuel, Gethsemane, Pa. 
Moore, C. Vincent. Chester County, Peo> 
Mills, Pelatiah W., Waterville. N. Y. 
Nelson, Caleb, Caroline, New- York. 
Nickerson, James, Madison County, N. Y. 
Nightengale, Samuel, Salem, New-Jersey 
Otis, Nathan, Caroline, New-Yoik 
Price, J., Michigan 
Peck, John, Cazenovia, New-York 
Pearce, W. H,. CalcutU 
Perkins, Aaron, Hamilton, New- York 
Pomeroy, J., Clifton Park, New-York 
Purrington, D. B., Freetown 
Park, F. S., West Troy, New-York 
Proudfoot, R., Huntington County, Pa. 
Quin, Michael 

Raymond, J. H., Hamilton, New- York 
Roberts, Philip, Jr. Pleasant Valley, N. Y, 
Rogers, John, Scotch Plains, N. Jersey 
Ransted, Lewis, Macedon, New- York 
Sutton, Amos, Missionary, Orissa 
Stetson, Nathan, Philadelphia 
Southwood, William, Petersburg, Va. 
Spencer, Wm. Jacksonville, Illinois ' 
Skinner, Henry C, Madison, New- York 
Smalley Henry, Cohansey, New-Jersey 
Spauldmg, Silas, Pawtucket 
Shadrack, William, Alleffhanytown, Pa. 
Smitzer, John, Eaton, P^ew-York 
Saflford, Henry, Keeseville, New- York 
Smith, Samuel, Cape May, New-Jersey. 
Twiss, John S., Michigan 
Tucker, Chaxles, ^>k»bKUL%^ ^^ 
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Tigffart, J. W., Homer, New-York 

Tandy, William, Kentucky 

Tucker, J. N. T., Madison Co. N. York 

Vinton, J. H., Bunnah 

Wayland, Francis, Son., Saratoga, N. Y. 

Winslow, Octavius, Brooklyn, N. York 

Wilkes, Thomas 

Wade, Jonathan, Missionary, Burmah 

Wilson, Samuel, Catskill, New- York 



1 



Wescott, Isaac, Stillwater, Ntw-YoriL 
Winter, Thomas, Northeast, do 
Williams, Samuel, Pittsbcng, Pa. 
Welsh, James £ , BurlinMcw, N. J«ney 
Wilson, Charles E., NomtUmn, Fa. 
Wheelock, A., Owego, Now-Yoik 
Walker, Joseph, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
White, Samuel, Staten Island, N . Yoik 
Yates, William, Missionary, Calcutta 



OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 

BY A CONTRIBUTION OF THIRTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Ayer, Samuel, Albany, New-York 
Bancker, John, New- York city 
Bridges, Amos do 
Bamhurst, J., Philadelphia 
Brockway, Charles, Broad Alban, N. Y. 
Bolton, Daniel, Burlington, do 

Buchanan, William, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Brown, D. B., Michigan 
Bullen, John, Albany 
Booth, Gifford T., Elmyra Village 
Cowan, James, New- York city 
Church, Origin, Burlington, New-Jersey 
Cbolidge, William. Madison Co. N. Y. 
Caswell, Nathan, South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 
Cooper, J. p., Salem, New-Jersey 
Carpenter, Ira, New- York city 
Clark, George T., Albany, New- York 
Canldwell, Cornelius, New- York city 
Clay, Poirter, Jacksonville, Illinois 
Clark, Orrin, New- York 
Davis, Thomas, New- York city 
Denison, Edward C, Albany, New- York 
Derby, Freeman, South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 
Dwinell, William, New- York 
Douglass, Henry, New- York 
Edwards, Robert, New- York city 
Edwards, Benjamin F., EdwardsTille, Illi 
Edmunds, James, Hamilton, New- York 
Fox, Albert R., New- York 
Fiancis, Norman, Albany, New-York 
Forsyth, Russell, do 
Gregory, Charles H., New- York 
Gregory, Stephen, Sand Lake 
Grarnsey, Dutchess County, New- York 
Hopper, Am Paterson, New-Jersey 
Hongliton, C W., New- York city 
HaUted, Benjamin, do 
Houghton, G. W., do 
Hill, Hiland, CatskilUNew-Yoric 
Hanis, David T., New- York city 
Hewitt, Edmond, Galway 
Hanley, Samuel, Hector, New- York 
Haviland, John, New- York city 
Hastingt, Joseph, Troy, New- York 
HubbeU, Alrich, Utica, New-York 
Holt, George, Virginia 
Ingham, Stephen, Horkinier 
Linnard, James M., Philadephia 
Lodlam, David, New- York city 

JUppincott, Jeasef AUe^hanyUmn, Pa. 

Lippiaoott, Wm., do. 



Lloyd, John, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Lathrop, Daniel, Madison County, N. Y. 
Miller, Hugh, New- York city 
Mc Cutchen, Wm. M. do 
Miles, Josh. Milesboig, Pa. 
Martin, S. R. New- York city 
Munroe, Daniel, do 

Mc Lallen, John, Truemansborg, N. Y. 
Master, W. E., Virginia 
Moseley, Ebenezer, Madison Co. N. Y. 
Newton, John M., Albany, do 

Olmstead, Jonathan, Hamilton, N. Y. 
Piatt, G. W., New-York city. . 
jProbyn, Edward, do 
' Peck, Daniel, Albany, New-YoA 
Piatt, Nathan C, New-York ci^ 
Peck, Montgomery, Clifton, Park, N. Y. 
Parker, Richard, Greenwich, do 
Pohknan, Charles, Albany, , do 
Payne, Samuel, Hamilton, do 

Payne, E. do 

Pierce, Alva, do 

Rathbone, Samuel, New-York eitjr 
Rees, Capt. John C. do 
Sadgebury, James, New-YodE city 
Smith, Isaac, do 

Sutton, George, do 

Savary, Phineas, Annsville 
Shelden, A. Adams, Jeffenon Go. N. T. 
Stewart, David 
Smith, Ezra, New-York 
Soulden, William, Albany, New*Yodi 
Shaw, Samuel, do 

Smith, R. C. South Bap. Ch. li Y. 
Sommcrs, Thomas, S. do ^ 

Trumbull, Chauncey 

Turk, Peter,. Macedon, Wayne Co. N. Y. 
Whipple, John, G. 
Wellslager, John, N. Y. city 
White, John, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Wooden^ Peter, Hanmbal 
Whippel, Otis, Greenwich 
Young, Nathan, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Williams, William, New- York city 
Woodruff, Halsey, Albany, do 
Warner, Calvin, Troy, do 

Winterton, Wm., New- York city 
Wyckoff, J. N. do 

Wilson, F. N., Catskill, N. Y, 
WiUon, Wm. do. 
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V 



OF THE 



AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 



Art. I. The name of this Society shall be Thb American and Forsion Bibls 
Society. 

Art. II. It shall be the object of the Society to aid in the wider circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures IN ALL LANDS. 

Art. III. Each contributor of three dollars annually shall be a member. 

Art. IV. Each contributor ef thirty dollars at one time shall be a member for life* 

Art. v. Each contributor of one hundred and fifty dollars shall be a life director. 

Art. VI. . All Life Directors shall have the privilege of participating in the deli- 
berations of the Board, and such Life Directors as are members in good standing of 
Baptist Churches, shall be members of the Board. 

Art. YII. All Bible Societies agreeing to place their surplus funds in the trea- 
sury of the Society, shall be auziliariesi and the officers of such societies shall be ex 
officio directors of this. 

Art. VJII. A Board of Managers shall be appointed to conduct the business of 
the Society, consisting of thirty-six brethren in good standing in Baptist churches, 
^- " sixteen of whom shall reside in the city of New- York, or its vicinity ; the whole 
Board to be elected annually by the Society, and to hold their office until superseded 
by a new election. The Board shall have power to fill such vacancies as may occur 
in their number. 

Art. IX. The President, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurer, phall be 
ex officio members of the Board. 

Art. X. The managers shall meet monthly, or oftener if necessary, at such tiikie 
, and place as they shall adjourn to, five of whom shall be a quorum. 

Art. XI. The managers shall have the power of appointing such persons as may 
. . have rendered essential services to the Society, either members for lue, or diretUnw 
for life. 

Art. XII. At the meetings of the Society, and of the Board of Managers, tlie 
'^^' President, or, in his absence, uie Vice President first upon the list then present, and 
■ ^ in the absence of all the Vice Presidents, the treasurer, and in his absence, tuch 
;^. member as shall be chosen for that purpose, shall preside. 

Art. XIII. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held at New- York, ob 
: the day before the last Wednesday in April in each year, or at any other time or place, 
at the option of the Society, when the accounts of the treasurer shall be presented, 
and a President, Vice Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurer, and such other officers as 
they may deem necessary, together with a Board of Managers, shall be chosen for 
the ensuing year. 

Art. XIV. The President shall, at the written request of six members of the 
Board, call special meetings of the Board of Managers, causing at least three days 
notice of such meetings. 

Art. XV. The vmole of the minutes of every meeting shall be signed by the 
Chairman and Secretary. 

Art. XYI. No alteration shall be made in this Constitution, except by the TOti» 
of two thirds of the members of the Society present at an annual meeting. 



AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 



The Society held its annual meeting on Thursday, the 26th April, 
1838, 'in the meeting house of the Oliver-street Baptist church, N. Y. 

The President, S. H. Cone, took the chair at half past 8 o'clock, 
A. M, 

Prayer by Wm. B. Johnson, of South Carolina. 

The Treasurer, Wm, Colgate, presented an abstract of his report, 
which was accepted. 

N. Kendrick, New- York, Baron Stow, Boston, W. Southwood, 
Virginia, L. Howard, Connecticut, James E. Welch, New- Jersey, I. M. 
Allen, Pennsylvania, A. Maclay, New- York, R. Fuller, South Caro- 
lina, and Thomas Dawson, Georgia, were appointed a Committee 
to nominate a board of Officers and Managers for the ensuing year ; 
who reported the following list, which was unanimously adopted, 
▼ix : — 



OFFICERS. 

President* 

SPENCER H. CONE, of New-Yark. 

Tice-Presidents. 

NiofiOLAs Brown, Rhode Island^ Joim B. Oniell, South Carolina^ 

JoBiAU W. Sbater, Maincj Pktbr P. Lavrbnok, N. CaroHnay 

JesiAH QuiNCY, New-Hampshire, John L. Daog, Alabama, 

JoHH P. Skinnbr, Vermont, £. D. Kino, do. 

Jambs H. Duncan, Massachusetts, W. H. Turpin, Georgia, 

Friend Humphbet, New-York, Thomas Cooper, do, 

Stephen B. Munn, do. Benjamin Whitepield, Miss. 

James Vanderpool, New-Jersey, R. B. C. Howell, Tennessee, 

JosBPH Miles, Pennsylvania, William Tandy, Kentucky, 

William G. Jones, Delaware, James Dunlavy, Ohio, 
Stbphbn Chapin, Dist, of Columbia^ Jesse L. Holman, Indiana, 

Alexander Fleet, Virginia, Benjamin F. Edwards, Illinois, 

Ellas Comstock, Michigan, Charles Felder, Mississippi^ 

Jeremiah Vardebian, Missouri, James Wilson, Maryland, 

Hiram Rider, Connecticut, S. M. Bryan, Louisiana. 
Rich. Fuller, South Carolina, 

Charles G. Sommers, of New- York, Corresponding Secretary. 
William Colgate, of New- York, Treasurer. 
John West, of New- York, Recording Secretary. 



L. Barker, M. D. 

N- Caswelly 

W. Church, 

E. Corning, 

J. B- Halstead, 

Wm- Hillman, 

E. Lewis, 

J. R. Ludlow, 

R. H. Maclay, M. D. 

I. Newton, 

R. Pegg, 

Thomas Purser, 
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J as. A. Townsend, 
R. F. Winslow, 
Wm, Winterton, 
W. H. Wyckoff, 
J. N. Wyckoff, 
Daniel Dodge, 
B. T. Welch, 
R. Babcock, jr. 
R. W. Cushroan, 
A. D. Giliett, 
G. B. Ide, 
Henry Jackson, Con. 



W. Crane, Maryland 
T. Meredith, N. C 
W. B.Johnson, 8. C. 
J. K. MclTer, 8. C. 
S. W. Lynd, Ohio, 
Jesse Mercer, Geo. 
Saronel Lore, Tenn* 
D. D. Pratt, N. H. 
John Conant, Yt. 
Lucius Belles, Massr 
W. F. Broaddm,Va. 
Akxis Caswell, R. 1 



" A Committee consisting of Wm. B. Johnson, S. C, S. Chapin, D. C. 
J. D. Knowles, Boston, A. Bennett, N. Y., A. Woods, Ala. Thomas 
Hume, Va. J. B. Jeter, Va. Thomas Meredith, of N. C. and C. G. 
Sommers, of N. Y. was appointed, to ascertain the views of the de- 
nomination in the United States as to the duty of the Society ta en- 
gage in the work of home distribution. 

Resolved, That the 13th article of the constitution be so altered a» 
to read thus : — 

The annual meeting of the Society shall be' held at New- York on 
the day before the last Wednesday in April in each year, or at any 
other time or place at the option of the Society ; when the accounts of 
the treasurer shall be presented, and a President, Vice Presidents^ Se- 
cretaries, Treasurer, and such other ofiicers as they may deem neces- 
sary, together with a board of managers, shall be chosen for the ensu- 
ing year. 

Resolvedj That the report of the Board of Managers, with an ab- 
stract of the treasurer's account, together with addresses, be made the 
order of the day for Saturday evening. 

The following preamble and resolutions were offered and adopted, 
viz : — 

Uniting with the Baptist General Convention of the United States 
for Foreign Missions, in principle, aim, and effort ; coinciding with them 
especially, relative to the entire and faithful translation of the Scrip- 
tures, and believing their directions to their Missionaries to *' transfer no 
words which are capable of being literally translated," to be scriptural, 
and in perfect accordance with the sentiments of the denomination by 
whose patronage this Society and the Convention, are both sustained ; 
Therefore 

Resolved^ That Charles G. Sommers, A. Maclay, Wm. Colgate, 
and John West, be our delegates to the General Convention, about to 
assemble in Oliver-street, and that they be charged with the duty of 
assuring that venerable body of our cordial co-operation with them in 
giving to the heathen, in their vernacular tongues, the glorious gospel 
of the blessed God. 

Resolved^ That the Corresponding Secretary be instructed to com- 
municate the foregoing resolutions to the Convention. 

D. Dodge, of New-Jersey, H. Malcoro, of Boston, and W. H. 



'Wyckoff, of New- York, were appointed a committee on the sabject of 
netting apart a special season for Prayer, for the success of the Bible 
cause, who reported — 

That deeming it undesirable to multiply monthly concerts for prayer, 
and yet deeply anxious to have the miportant operations of this So- 
ciety brought before the Lord, not only in secret, but ui the united pe- 
titions of his people, we affectionately solicit our fellow christians to 
remember us in their conferences, and on the Sabbath day, and to> 
make the Society and its operations a distinct subject at the concert 
of prayer, on the first Monday of every month. We also solicit that 
information and exhortation on this subject, be made a part of the ser- 
vices on those occasions. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

D. DODGE, Chairman. 

Whereupon it was 

Res^hedf That the report be accepted, and the recommendations of 
the committee concurred in. 

The committee on the subject of Bible distribution reported. 

That having examined a great mass of documents, containing reso- 
lutions of Baptist State Conventions, Associations, Auxiliary Bible 
Societies and Churches, in every state of the Union, are satisfied that 
it is the almost unanimous desire of the denomination, that the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society be left unrestricted in the range of its 
operations. 

The Committee therefore recommend, that the second article of the 
constitution be altered, to read as follows, viz. 

Article 2. It shall be the object of the Society to aid in the wider 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures in all lands. 

The committee also recommend the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved^ That this Society will expect of their Board of Ma- 
nagers, in carrying into effect the second article of the constitution, the 
most sedulous care in patronising such versions only of the sacred 
scriptures into the languages of the heathen, as have been, or may be, 
fiiithfully made, and are approved by competent examiners. 

2. Resolved, That in the distribution of the scriptures in the En- 
glish language, they will use the commonly received version, until 
otherwise directed by the Society. 

3* Resolved, That the next annual meeting of the Society be held 
in Philadelphia, on the day before the last Wednesday in April, 1839, 
at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The hour for the meeting of the General Convention having arrived, 
the Society adjourned, to meet at the call of the President. 

Prayer by Brother Mason, of South Carolina. 

Oliver-street meeting house, April 27, 1838. 

The Society met at the call of the President, at 8 o'ck)ck, P. M. 

Prayer by Brother E. Ball, of Virginia. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and aroroved. 

Resolved, That S. M. Bryan be appointed a Vice President for the 
state of Louisiana. 

Resolved, That the sixth article of the conatlt\ilv(»L V^^ ii^\«^ x^ 
read as follows : 



Article 6. All Life Directors shall have the privilege of participa- 
ting in the deliberations of the Board, and such Life Directors as are 
members in good standing of Baptist churches, shall be members of 
the Board. 

The report of the committee on Bible distribution was taken up, and 
after a free and animated discussion, article by article, was adopted. 

The Delegates from AuxiUary Societies were requested to furnish 
the Secretary with a list of names. 



DELEGATES. 



NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 



Cornish Flat Bible Society — ^D. Bud- 
wright. 

VERMONT. 

Vermont B, Society — ^EnochT. Winter, 
Elijah Hatchinson, W. G. Johnson. 
Fairfield Association — S. Fletcher. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Fall River Baptist Bible Society — ^Asa 
Bronson, Thomas I. Wells, John Eddy. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford Association — T. L. Hodge, 
H. D. Doolittle, E. B. Atwell. 

Connecticut State Bible Society — B. 
Cook, jr. I. Cookson, I. H. Baker, N. E. 
Shailer, R. H. Neale, J. B. Gilbert, R. 
TumbuII, E. Denison, L. Howard. 

Stonington Union As. — Alfred Gates. 

New-Haxen Baptist Association — ^Josh. 
W. Eaton. 

Stamford Bible Socieiy—W. Biddle, 
Henry Little. 

NEW-YORK. 

Pearl-street Bible Society, Albany — ^B. 
T. Welch, F. Humphrey, Wm. Adamd, 
Daniel Peck. 

Hudson Bible Society — Moses Field, 
C. W. Watroas. 

Bible Society of Albany county and 
vicinity— J. G. Wasson, W. A. T. Dale, 
C. Van Loon. 

Rensselaer county A. and F. Bible S. — 
B. M. Hill, Norman N. Wood, Evert Os- 
trander. 

Bap. Mis. Con. of the state of N. Y. — 
Elon Galusha, L Ohnstead, Evert Os- 
trander. 

Poughkeepsie Bible Society — Thomas 
Wilks, Jas. M. Miles, Jenney. 

Madison Association Bible Society — 
John Peck, Lewis Leonard, John Smitzer, 
James Edmonds, jr. 

Bible Society of Hamilton Institution — 
R. M. Prentice, I. T. Seeley, E. C. 
Brown, E. Ely, A. Ten Brook, D. I. 
LI(^. 

VTaskintrton Uman Association — N, 
Fox, D. Hfarrington, H. T. Baldwin. 

Dutchess Association — L. W.Webster, 
I. BcTtn, F. Winter, P. Roberts, jr. II 



Otsego Bible Association — ^Lewis Ray- 
mond, Nath. Post. 

Essex and Champlain Association — 
W. L Cuttmg. 

Baptist Church, Cazenovia Village — 
Lewis Leonard. 

Bible Society of York, Livingston Co.— 
Wm. Arthur. 

Broome and Tioga Bible Society — ^A. 
Wheelock. 

Baptist Church, West Troy—F. S. 
Parr. 

Baptist Church, Staten Island — S. 
White, G. Fountain, A. Reed. 

Bible Society of the 1st Bap. Ch, N. Y. 
— S. Pier, Joshua Geer, Nicholas B.Lyon, 
B. B. St. John. 

Oliver-st. Bap. Ch. N. Y. — Spencer 
H. Cone, Thomas Gamiss, Wm.. Col- 
gate, Thomas Purser, Wm. Williams, R. 
Pegg, Geo. Colgate, John Cok;ate, Jno. 
West, L. Davies, G. N. Bleecker, Jacob 
Smith, James Wilson, R. Kii^. 

South Baptist Church B. S. — Charles 
G. Sommers, N. Caswell. 

North Bmah B. 5.— D. Dunbar, W. 
Church. 

l^th'Street Baptist Ch. B. 8. — ^I. L. 
Hodge, J. B. Halstead. 

Stanton-st. Bap. Ch. B. S.--Geoige 
Benedict, J. N. Wyckoff. 

1st Brooklyn Bap. Ch. B. 5.— Silas I. 
Ilsley, E. Coming, E. Lewis. 

Seneca Association Bible iSocteQf— Jas. 
McLallen. 

NEW- JERSEY. 

Bible Society of Burlington — George 
Allen, Jas. E. Welch, Samuel Aaron. 

New-Jersey State ConverUion — ^J. C. 
Harrison, C. W. Mulford, C. J. Hopkins. 

Bible Society of the 2d Bap. Ch. Md- 
dletown — W. D. Hires. 

Sussex Baptist Association — L Moore, 
T. C. Teasdale. 

Paterson Bap. Bibk Society — Z. Gre- 
nell. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Bible Society of Philadelphia city and 
county — R. Babcock, jr. I. M. Allen, B. 
R. Loxley, C. B. Key«s, J. M. Linmrd, 



A. D. Gillett, Jos. A. Wamc, George 
Swope. 

Ghreat Valley BibU Society — LeoDard 
Fletcher. 

Abington Bap. Bible Society-^Keniy 
Curtis. 

New-Marketrtt. Bible Society^ Phil. — 
W. Sfaadrack, John Jones, Jonah Harple, | 
T. O. Goldsmith. 

DELAWARE. 

Delaware and Foreign Bible Society — 
C. W. Denison. 

VIRGINIA. 

Virginia and Foreign Bible Society — 
Addison HaU, £U Ball, A. Fleet, Thos. 
Hume, W. Soathwood, J. B. Jeter, J. B. 
Taylor, Peter Winston, Silas Wyatt, W. 
Crane, West Wjatt, Geo. Steel, Albert 



Ace&nuuik B. Soe. — G. Warner. 

MARYLAND. 

BaUimore Bap. BibU Society — Wm« 
Crane, Geo. F. Adams. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Columbia Bible Society — ^J. L. Rey- 
nolds. 

ALABAMA. 

Alabama Baptist Bible Society — ^A. 
Woods. 

Grand Creek Bible So. — A. Woods. 

OHIO. 

Baptist Convention — ^W. S. Hall. 
Meigs Creek BiUe Society-^y/, S. 
Hall. 

ILLIMOIS. 

Illinois Baptist Conventicn — ^Dwight 
Ives. 



Snead, John Teasdale. 

On motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That all moneys in the treasury be applied to home or 
'foreign distribution of the scriptures, at the discretion of the Board of 
Managers, except where the donors have specially designated them. 

Adjourned to Saturday evening, 7 o'clock. 

Prayer by Brother J. B. Taylor, of Virginia. 

A large number of Life Directors, Life Members, Amiual 
Subscribers, and Delegates from Auxiliary Societies, assembled 
in Oliver-street, on Tuesday, 24th April, for the purpose of hear- 
ing from the brethren the views of the denomination in different 
parts of the United States, with reference to the future operations 
of the Society. The meeting was one of unusual interest. The 
day was spent in a free and full interchange of opinion upon the 
Bible Cause, and in frequent addresses to the Throne of Grace. 
The spirit of devotion, and an ardent desire to glorify God and pro- 
mote the best interests of the human family, were delightfully ma- 
nifested, and prepal'ed the way for the harmonious sessions of the 
Society, and of the General Convention, which occupied the re- 
mainder of the week. 

*' Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity !" 

Apnl 2atk, 1838. 

The Society met, pursuant to adjournment, at 7 o'clock, P. M. 
The President in the chair. 

The 35ik chap, of Isaiah was read by Brother Mason, of S. C. 

Prayer by Brother B. Sears, of Massachusetts* 

The following abstract of the treasurer's account, was {Nresented, 
and on motion of W. Southwood, of Virginia, seconded by John Peck 
of New-York, was accepted. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Wm. Coloatb, in aeeU wUk tJU Akbrican and Fobbion Biblb SocntTr. 



1837 
April 21. 
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Db. 

To balance transferred from the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, during the year of its incipient organization, 94856 14 



To amoont of receipts from Anxiliary Societies, Anociations, 
Churches, and Individuals, the present year, 



83860 fil 
$38714 66 



Aug. 10. 
Dec. 2. 



By appropriations to the Baptist General Convention, in the 
United States, for Missionary purposes, to aid in printbg and 
circulating the Sacred Scriptures, in the following languageti 
viz. 

China, $3500 00 



Cb. 



June 6. By Baptist Missionary Society, London, for printing and 
circulating the Sacred Scriptures, in the Bengau, and other 

languages of India, 

By Amount of Salary and Travelling eipenses paid to 
Agente, 

By Paper and Binding, Annual Report, Quarteriy Papers, dee. 

By exchange paid on remittances, dtc. 

By Counterfeit Bank Notes, 

By loss on a Bill of ExchaoKe, purchased by the Rev. R. B. 
C. Howell, of Tennessee, of losing and Hanis, on S. Comly, 
Philadelj^ia, for $617, who refosM to accept the same, the 
drawers having ftiled, it was compromised for 50 cents on a 
dollar. 

Balance, 



Burmah, 

Karen, 

Shyan, 

Gformany, 

Pjibwa, 



2000 00 
1000 00 

1000 0b 

2500 00 
500 00 10600 00 



5062 43 
03 



804 41 
17 21 

15 00 



308 50 
19078 05 



$38714 66 



The undersigned having audited the ab ove accoun t, find it coixect 

WM. WINTERTON, > AuHtmg 
N. CASWELL, f Comm itftt 

Nbw-Yobk, Afbil 28th, 1838. 

Tie htdaneem the Treoiury is ecmpoied of tkefoUewing iUm». 
. Bills receivable, $2973 63 

Certificates of Deposite, m Southern and 

other Banks, 1365 00 

Bond and Mortgage, .... 800000 
Uncunent money that cannot be disposed of 
but at a great km, by exchange, 3008 00 

Gaahbdince, . . ' 3731 42 



$19078 05 



The Preaidmit, Spencer H. Cone, of New*Tork, then addressed the 
■weting. 
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fiBSTHRBN, AKO FkIBWDS O? TBC BlBLB CaUSB ! 

To the God of all grace and all consolation, we would render heartfelt thanksgit** 
ings for the privilege of celebrating the Anniversary of the Amebican akd Fobbign Bi- 
ble Society, under circumstances of so much mercy. During the past year, the meet 
ings of the Board of Managers have been characterized by uiiintcrrupled harmony { 
brethren and sisters in various parts of our beloved country, have made arrangements 
efUciendy to co-operate with us in our work of faith and labour of love ; notwith- 
standing the pecuniary embarrassments of the times, more than thirty-threo thousand 
dollars have been paid into the Treasury ; and the almost unanimous voice of the de- 
nomination has directed us to aid, according to our ability, in printing and circulating 
the sacred scnptures in all lands. Animated by these cheering considerations, wo 
are constrained, like Samuel, to erect our Ebenezer between Mizpeh and Shen, and 
joyously exclaim, Hither lo halh the Loid helped us I 

The providential events connected with the origin of this Institution have been 80 
frequently and fully exhibited, that I need not repeat them. It is nevertheless expe- 
dient and proper to reiterate the fundamental principle upon which the Society is based, 
that it may be impressed indelibly upon the public mind. The bible translated is 
our principle, and the motto of our holy enterprise. And why should the announce* 
nent of this principle excite either surprise or indignation 1 It is neither new nor 
wicked ; it has been sanctioned by bishops and learned men ; by the good and the 
great, of different names and of different climes ; and by no one has it been more 
candidly or explicitly stated, than by the venerable President of the American Biblo 
Society. In his last annual address he thus speaks. " Our duty, my brethren, is both 
imperative and plain. We cannot be too particular in admonishing all who receive 
our aid in the work of translation, to conform faithfully and minutely to the originals-* 
to beware of incurring the awful guilt of adding to or taking aught from the Divine 
Word — to bear in mind the momentous (ruth that he who is employed in transferring 
the messages of Heaven from their originals to another language, is bound to exercise 
the same accuracy and fidelity in rendering, that the inspired penmen were in record- 
ing, the communications of the Most High." To iliis language we accord our hearty 
Amen ! Conform faithfully and minutely to the originals — how pure and 
scriptural ! and how strikingly in contrast with the rule, *' to encourage only such vcr- 
•ions OS conform in the principles of their translation^ to the Common English Ver- 
sion P' — a rule which is e:^8^ntially the same as the Roman Catholic Decree which 
proclaimed the Latin Vulgate to be ihe Infallible Standard. Let those work under 
this rule who choose to do so ; we cannot — we dare not. The Word of God must 
not be bound ; let it have free course arulbe glorified. 

We are aware of the fact, that our separate action in the Bible cause has been as- 
cribed to pride, to sectarianism, to passion ; some have recklessly named motives 
still more offensive. But a satisfactory answer to all these unkind allegations will bo 
found in a patient continuance in well-doing ; and believing that our witness is in 
HeavePi and our record on high, we may confidently hope so to conduct the affairs of 
the Society, as ultimately to disarm opposition of its influence, and prejudice of ita 
stinnr. 

The importance of union among christians, in their efforts to evangelize the world, 
is not only cheerfully acknowledged^ but we do desire with all our hearts constantly to 
promote it ; and nothing is to us more evident, than that the principle involved in our 
Bible operations, is the only one that can ever accomplish this desirable result. All 
enlightened men admit that the Bible is not a Sectarian Book. It ia the One Book 
of the One Living and Triune Jehovah I It reveals but one pure and undefiled Re« 
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tigion, " ont Lord^ one FaUh, one Baptism." Who, then, does not percch e tbat if ilf 
ehnttiant understood and obeyed the commandments of the Bible, they would keef 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace ? No longer carried about vfith every 
wind of doctrine ly the sleight of men, but receiving and loving the truih, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, that truth would make them free from all the di« 
versified forms of human error, and the inevitable consequence must be cHRisniir 
UNION. All attempts to secure this object by an abandonment of minor differences 
and " non-essentials ;" or by so constructing translations " as that all religious denomi- 
nations may consistently use and circulate them," must prove ineffectual. They 
leave imperfect human beings, whose opinions arc as various as their faces, to decide 
what truths arc worth cleaving to, and what truths may be disregarded, and union\% 
tho promised fruit of such procedure. Upon the head and front of schemes like 
these, absurdity is strongly marked. My brethren, our principle is the true owj. 
iSearch the scriptures is the direction of the Great Teacher j — there is the Judge 
that ends' the strife, when wit and reason fail. And that the Bible may be an intelU' 
gihle guide, it must be faithfully translated by sound Philologists, not by selfish sec- 
tarians. Translators must abide by the honest canons of just interpretation, and like 
Tyndall, defy the Pope and all his laws ; and when the design of that skilful and de- 
vout pioneer, shall be fully attained by still more holy and competent linguists, and the 
scriptures shall be plainly laid before men's eyes in their mother tongue, so that the boy 
who drives the plough may understand what he reads ; when the unadulterated word 
of God shall be practically received as the Infallible Standard, then shall the Watch- 
men on Zion^s walls see eye to eye, and the host of God's elect lift up the voice to- 
gether; together shall they shout Hallelujah, the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth! 
** Ephraim shall no longer envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim," and upon the 
baimer of every tribe belonging to the true Israel of God, shall be inscribed in charac- 
ters of gold. Christian union ! 

The Baptists have not usually enjoyed a large portion of worldly goods, and there- 
fore have been frequently obliged to make great efforts and sacrifices to maintain t 
separate ministry of the gospel. Why have they thus acted, when there have been so 
many learned and evangelical preachers of other denominations, upon whose ministry* 
tions they might have waited at comparatively trifling expense 1 Confessedly beeaiue 
they believed themselves to be witnesses for God, and under the most sacred obliga* 
tion to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. In this characteTi 
they have borne testimony, even unto the death, to the ordinances as well as to the 
DOCTRINES of the Lord ; and however the statement by some may he ridiculed <)r itDr 
pugned, we do nevertheless most steadfastly believe, that this distinct Baptist ministry 
has been blessed of God, not only to the conversion and edification of millione of 
deathless souls, but to the promulgation and establishment in the earth, of the truth 
as it is in Jesus. From our distinct Bible organization results equally benefictil 
may be confidently anticipated. We shall be instrumental in multiplying copies of 
pure versions of the scriptures, and of counteracting the effects of corrupt and muti- 
lated translations. I hold in my hand a copy of the Beng&li New Testament, trane* 
lated from the Greek, by the Calcutta Baptist mis.^onaries, printed at the Baptist mit- 
sion press, for the American and Foreign Bible Society, in 1837. -This is our firel 
fruits unto God. Many thousand copies of this edition, in separate gospels and in en- 
tire volumes, have been already circulated, at the expense of this Society. 

Permit me now to show you a copy of the Chinese New Testament, Uthographed 
in Batavia, under the superintendence of Rev. W. H. Medhumt, of the London Mie- 
eienary Society. Upon the cover, one of our miesionariea has ^t writtah. " f> 
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flihia Teraion, Baptizo and ita cognatea, are rendered by the term, Se* Le\ the Waah- 
iDg Ceremony." The Romish miasionaries to China alwaya uaed thia phraae, when 
they wiahed to speak or write of Baptism in the Chinese laaguage. Dr. Morriaon, 
and all otherPaedobaptists have done the same." Here is another edition of the Chi- 
nese New Testament, by Mr. Gutzlaff and others, printed from wooden blocks, at Sin- 
gapore, under the superintendence of Rev. Mr. Tracy, of tho American Peedohaptiat 
Board. In this version aho, Se^ Le\ is put for Bapfi*«:Ti, so that it is said the Saviour 
should perform " tho -vas'ning ceremony with the lloiy Ghost find with fire.'* For a 
moment think upon Luke 3 and l-"-, litcraUy translaUd from this Chinese New Testa- 
ment. " Jolin answered, I indeed perform the washing ceremony upon you with 
water, but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy \fl 
unloose, he shall perform the washing ceremony upon you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire." pERPORtf thb washing ceremony with fire ! Can we forbear to ex- 
claim with the Psalmist, It is time for theCf Lord, to work, for Ihey have made void tky 
law. 

To print and circulate these corrupt versions, the British and Foreign Bible Society 
has appropriated thousands of pounds sterling, while the American Bible Society hit 
furnished its thousands of dollars ; and that too, at the very time when the faithful Ben- 
g&lf and Burmese translations of our Brethren Yates and Judson, by these CathoHc 
Societies, could not be encouraged. My brethren, have Baptists nothing to do in giving 
the Word of Life-in its nearest possible approach to the mind of God etmtaincd in tk$ 
original record, to a nation constituting more than one third of the whole human fami* 
ly 1 Yes ! Here our distinct action in the Bible cause, like our distinct ministry of 
the Word, cannot fail to promote the spiritual interests of China. It is our high Toca- 
tion to teach the milliona of the " Celestial Empire" the way of the Lord more pet' 
fecdy ; and where ia the Baptist that in such an enterpriae ia not willing thia day t9 
consecrate his service to the Lord 1 

In conclusion, allow me to advert to one other topic — though last not leaat — ths 
necessity of prayer. It is a pleasing reflection, that, in the operations of this Society, 
we have not taken a aingle atep without imploring the' Divine bleaaing. In all th* 
mee^inga of the Society, the Board of Managers, and their several Committees, 
prayer ia offered ; and we feel it to be a delightful privilege to belong to a^Bible Society 
whoae membera can all cordially unite in public supplications at the throne of grtes, 
and there with fervor cry — 

Lord, tend thy word, and let it fly, arm'd with thy Spirit's power, 
Then thoasaads will confeya its sway, and bless the saving hour. 

About to enter upon the duties and responsibilities of a'new year, we hear the Bibia 
sty to ua, " It ia not in man that walketh to direct his stepa." We desire more sen«l> 
bly than ever to realize our own weakness, and our constant need of Heavenly guidanca. 
We entreat you, therefore, beloved friends and co-adjutors in the Bible cauae, in your 
daily oriaons, remember your Board of Managers. Yes— we " beseech you for tlia 
Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye atrive together with 
OS, in your prayera to God for us,'* that we may be made wise maater builders, to lay a 
foundation for Bible operationa so broad and deep, that our aucceaaora may aafely buiI4 
thereon, until the world shall be filled with the knowledge of the lobd ! 

The Corresponding Secretary, Charles G. Sommers, of New-York^ 
then read an abstract of the Annual Report of the Board of Manageta. 
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The Board of Managers, in presenting their Annual Report, 
are grateful to God for the favours which have continued to ad- 
vance the prosperity of the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
during the past year. 

In performing the duties assigned them, tl>ey have expe- 
rienced great pleasure in the reflection, that this is an enterprise in 
which, not orjly Baptists, but christians of all denominations may 
meet oa consecrated ground, and unite in promoting the kingdom 
of their Redeemer. 

The volume which they distribute contains nothing but the 
truth, flowing from a sacred fountain, the streams whereof shall 
make glad the nations of the earth. The simple majesty of such • 
a cause should at once disarm opposition, silence every objection, 
and quicken the most tardy. 

Your Board of Managers hope, that the minds of brethren now 
connected with other denominations, will be drawn to a prayerful 
consideration of the circumstances which led to the formation of 
the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

The necessity for such an institution in addition to previously 
existing Bible Societies, admits not of a reasonable doubt. If the 
population of the globe be estimated at 900,000,000, then, the 
rate at which Bibles have been circulated during the past twenty- 
six years, would require upwards of four thousand years before 
every member of the human family could be furnished with a 
copy of the sacred writings. A view of facts like this, induced 
a few pious ministers in Paris to form the French and Foreign 
Bible Society, several years after the formation of the Paris Bible 
Society. — The same opinions, and a strong desire to circulate the 
most faithful versions of the scriptures, gave rise to the separate 
action of the Edinburgh Bible Society, although the British and 
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Foreign Bible Socieiy had been about fourteen years engaged in 
the work of Bible distribution. Since that event, the labours an4 
usefulness of the Edinburgh Society have been greatly increased. 
As a denomination, therefore, we deserve no censure, by the for- 
mation of the American and Foreign Bible Society, which does 
not equally apply to the Edinburgh, and to the French and Foreign 

Bible Society. 

It has been frequently insinuated, that our chijef concern was 

to contend for the translation of the word baplizo ; but, this 
certainly is not our main design. Although we believe that 
this, like every other word in the Bible, ought to be faithfully 
translated; yet, as Baptists, we are contending for a great prin- 
ciple, viz. that the whole of God's word should be faiUifulhj 
translated, and given to all mankind. 

Against this important principle, the resolution of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society is particularly directed ; and that is the reason 
why we have, as a denomination, protested against their proceed- 
ings, and formed a separate organization to meet the exigency. 

That it is the determination of Baptists, faithfully to translate 
the whole Bible ; and on the other hand, that the American Bible 
Society has passed a resolution which veils a part of that Bible 
in the obscurity of a language unknown to the heathen, will be 
apparent to every impartial reader of the following resolutions : 



Re.solution of the Board oj Managers 
of the American Bible Society ^pass^ 
ed n/A Febiuary, 1836. 

" Rexolvfd, That in appropriating 
money for the tranblatino, printinnr, ur 
distributing of the Sacred Scripturf>.8, 
in foreign languages, the Managers 
feel at liberty to encourage only such 
versions as conform in the principles 
of their translation to the common fJn- 
glish version^ at least so far as that all 
religious denominations represented in 
this Society, can consistently use and 
circulate said versions in their several 
Bchuols and communities.'' 



Resolution of the American Baptist 
Board of Foreign Missions, passed 
in April, 1833. 

*^ Resolved* That all the Mission- 
aries of the Board, who are, or who 
shall be, engaged in translating the 
Scriptures, be instructed to endeavour, 
by earnest prayer, and dilicent study* 
to ascertain the exact meaning of the 
original text; to express that meaning 
as e^tactly as the nature of the lan- 
guages into which they shall transl^tte 
the Bible, will permit ; and to transfer 
no words which are capable of being 
literally translated." 



The first, is a resolution passed by the American Bible 
Society, virtually concealing a part of the Holy Scriptures. 

The second, a resolution passed by the Baptists, on the contrary, 

gives special instructions to their Missioaarves to ^i%^ ^ot <^^ 
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direction of the Holy Spirit, and to give to the heathen a /aiik 
ful translation of every word in the Bible. With these faOk 
before them, let Christians of every denomination prayerfully iin 
quire : Which of these societies is entitled to our patronage ? 

No Christian would be willing to strike out one word of the 
divine revelation. But so far as the heathen are concerned, is 
there any difference between striking out that one word^ or print- 
ing it in a language which the reader does not understand? 

Upon, this point, your Board of Managers can most cordially 
adopt the language of the Hon. Jno. Cotton Smith, President of the 
American Bible Society, in the annual address before that society 
in May, 1837. — " He who is employed in transferring the mes- 
sages of Heaven from their originals to another language, is 
bound to exercise the same accuracy and fidelity in rendering, 
that the inspired penmen were in recording, the communications 
of the Most High." — To this may be added the equally scrip- 
tural opinions of the Rev. Mr. Calhoun, Agent of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, now in Greece. Speaking of the Greek 
Church, he remarks :- — " They hear the Scriptures, indeed, occa- 
sionally, in their churches, but they hear them in an unknovm 
tongue. What a cunning device of the great adversary has this 
been, to shut out the light of truths by locking up God^s holy 
word in a dead language. Never could these churches have 
become what they have become, dead branches, had the Scriptures^ 
been read in a tongue that could be understood." — ^In another 
place Mr. Calhoun says, '* In order to true devotion, there most 
be a distinct perception of the truth ; the language in which it is 
uttered, must be intelligible.^^ — This is all that the Baptists have 
ever demanded ! 

More than forty years have elapsed since Baptist Missionaries 
in the East, commenced the great work of publishing the sacred 
writings. At a single station, on the banks of the Hoogly, trans- 
lations into several languages were completed about ten years 
before the British and Foreign Bible Society came into existence ; 
and the same important work is at present carried forward with great 
success in regions beyond the Ganges. Yes, Hindoos, BurmanS/ 
Talings, Karens, and Chinamen, are now reading, ** in their cvm 
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tongues, the wonderful works of God/' * In regard to the Chinesei 
we have the united testimony of the learned, that there has not been 
given to them a better version of the Bible than that which was 
commenced in 1806, and has since been completed by Dr« 
Marshman, the celebrated author of the Clavis Sinica.* 

With the exception of the Persian, and a few others, all 
.the first translations of the Scriptures into Eastern languages, 
were made by Baptist Missionaries; comprehending the languages 
of more than half the population of the world. It is particularly 
gratifying that the whole of this work. has been executed upon a 
principle which commends itself to the heart of every Christian. 
They prayed and laboured to find out the true meaning of every 
word in the Bible ; and then they prayed and laboured to express 
the meaning of every word in the Bible. How could consciaitious 
men proceed upon any other principle ? In what other way could 
the Missionaries be faithful to the heathen, to their own con- 
sciences, to posterity, to God ? Surely no Christian will say, 
that they were wrong in praying to be taught the meaning of 
every part of the living Oracles ; nor, that when they were satis*- 
fied beyond all reasonable doubt, they ought not to have expressed 
that meaning in the appropriate words of the languages into which 
their versions were made. 

UNION IS STRENGTH. 

At no former period has the truth of this axiom demanded a 
more careful consideration in its application to the Baptist de- 
nomination. Engaged as we are in an enterprise which will 
affect the moral interests of the whole world; duty to God, and. 
the destitute condition of millions, impel us to undivided exertion 
in sending the inspired pages to every tribe and people under the 
whole heaven, until " like a flood of glory," the knowledge of 
Christ shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. With 
this as the only object of our Society, the Board earnestly solicit 
the co-operation of their brethren. 

Since the last Anniversary, your Board of Managers have been 
ffeatly encouraged by the increasing 
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tXNANIMlTT OF BAPTISTS IN THB BIBLE CAUSH. 

Communications received by the Corresponding Secretary, 
from Baptist Slate Conventions, and from numerous Associattont, 
Churches, and individuals in each State, satisfactorily demonstrate 
the correctness of this opinionk-*-Universally independent in prin* 
ciple, we rejoice in the belief, that Baptists ever will be united in 
action, when called to defend or to distribute the Bible ; the 
charter of their common salvation. 

The American and Foreign Bible Society continues to receive 
the highest commendation from every quarter ; and we are happy 
to add, in numerous instances, from those who still adhere to other 
denominations^ 

MAINE. 

Says a venerable minister in Maine : " We see no propriety in 
limhing the efforts of the American and Foreign Bible Society to 
heathen nations. It rejoices our hearts to notice the unanimity 
of our churches upon the subject of giving the Bible faithfully 
and fully translated to the whole world. We view itas a sin- 
gular providence of God, that the American Bible Society should 
be suffered to take the course they lately have, for by it we, as a 
denomination, are taught our duly, which otherwise we might hare 
been slow to learn." 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

A correspondent in New Hampshire remarks: "At the last 
meeting of our Bible Society, we appropriated about $600 to the 
American and Foreign Bible Society. Eighteen of our ministers 
have been made Life Members. 1 look upon your society, under 
God, as the most promising instrument for the world's conver- 
sion, now in existence." 

"Our whole denomination in New Hampshire," says another} 
is in favour of the American and Foreign Bible Society ;* and a 
large majority are in favour of, no restrictions. 

VERMONT. 

A brother in Vermont writes : " At the Convention of this 
State, in October last, a Bible Society auxiliary to the Araericao 
and Foreign Bible Society, was unanimously formed, and a rcso^ 
lutioa adopted in favour of, unrestricted ojjerations. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Westfield Baptist Association.— /ie^o/rerf, That in view 
3f the providence of God, by which a large portion of 
the world is made dependent on the Baptist denomination in 
the United States, for a supply of the Holy Scriptures, we 
heartily approve of the formation of the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, and recommend it to the liberal patron* 
age of the churches, and benevolent individuals in the bounds 
of the Association. 

That we recommend the formation of a Bible Society, in 
the county of Hamden, auxiliary to the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, including also, all the churches of this 
Association. 

The Wendell, the Franklin County, and other Baptist As- 
sociations in Massachusetts, have expressed similar senti- 
ments. 

Says a respectable minister in Massachusetts : " I cannot 
refrain, in closing this letter, from renewing the expression 
of our high gratification, in view of the efficiency of your 
society in the great work of disseminating the Word of God." 

RHODE ISLAND. 

At the meeting of the Taunton Baptist Association in Oc- 
tober last, it was unanimously 

Resolved^ That this Association most heartily rejoices in 
the recent organization of the " American and Foreign Bible 
Society," — ^that we decidedly approve both its name and its 
object ; and believe that no limitation should be given to the 
s{^re of its operations, except what may be imposed by the 
wisdom and discretion of its Board of Managers. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The following is from the Report of the Committee on trans- 
lation and distribution of the Sacred Scriptures, adopted 
by the Connecticut Baptist State Convention. 
Resolvedj That this Convention approve the decision of 

the Baptist Convention, held in Philadelphia in April lost, 

with respect to the formation of a distinct society for Bible 

distribution, especially in foreign lands. 

c 
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Aesolved, That it is our d^ded opinion, that the society 
should confine itself ^o no local and limited sphere of adum^ 
but that its field ought emphatically to he the world. 

R^olved, That it comports with the dignity and strength 
of the Baptist denomination, <<to attempt great things, to ex- 
pect great things," and so to construct, as well as to denomi- 
nate the new society, as to render it competent not only to 
send the word of God to the heathen world, but if provi- 
dence should so direct, to distribute it in our own country > 

Says the pastor of a church in Connecticut : "At a recent 
meeting, we unanimously passed the following resolution— 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of this church, the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society should be left untranuneUed 
by any thing in its constitution, in giving the whole Bible to 
the whole world. We rejoice in the prosperity with which 
the Lord continues to favour you." 

NEW-YORK. 

New- York State Convention. — At the meeting of this large 
and efficient Convention in October last, one hundred and 
forty-one delegates, besides visiting brethren, were present 
After a firee and full discussion of the nature and objects of 
the American and Foreign Bible Society, all who were in &- 
vour of the following resolution^ were requested to rise— 
whereupon^ in the language of a brother who witnessed that 
impressive scene, the whole convention, and indeed all in the 
house rose, and unanimously 

Resolved, That in view of the moral degradation of the 
heathen, as connected with their present and future destinies, 
we deeply feel die obligations which rest upon us, as a de- 
nomination, to employ every exertion which comes within the 
range of human efforts, to give them, without unnecessary 
delay, the uncorrupted and unsuppressed word of life ; and 
in the judgment of this convention, the whole world, and 
nothing short of the whole world, must be considered the ap- 
propriate field in which the American and Foreign BiUe 
Society should labour, until, like the revered Judson, they 
are permitted to kneel before the God of the Bible, and say, 
as they place the last copy, in the hand of the last destitute 
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child of AdaiUi " Thanks be unto God, we can now say we 
have attained." 

NEW-JERSEY. 

The following is an extract from the resolutions adopted 
by the N. Jersey Baptist State Convention, in November last. 

Whereas, the American Bible Society, at its annual meet- 
ing in 1836, did refuse to appropriate any part of its funds to 
assist the Baptists in giving the Bible faithfully translated to 
the perishing millions of India and Burmah, we believe that 
a distinct oi^^zation for printing and circulating the Sacred 
Scriptures was imperatively demanded, and it is therefore 

Resolved, That the New- Jersey Baptist State Convention, 
regards the formation of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, as an auspicious event in Divine Providence, pecu- 
harly calculated, with the blessing of Heaven, to secure the 
correct translation and universal diffusion of the inspired 
volume, until every inhabitant of this revolted world shall 
read, in his own tongue, the wonderful works of God. 

Resolved, That this Convention approves of the name and 
the objects of the Am. and For. Bible Society, and cherishing 
as we do, entire confidence in the prudence and piety of those 
to whom the management of its affairs is more immediately 
committed ; we unite with numerous associations, churches, 
and other bodies, who have already expressed their opinion, 
in the belief that the society should be unfettered in its opera- 
tions, and that it is their imperative duty to distribute the 
Sacred Scriptures to the greatest possible extent. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

130th Anniversary of the Philadelphia Baptist Association. 

Whereas the translation and diffusion of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, among all the nations of the earth, while it requires 
the vigorous co-operation of all the friends of the Saviour, 
has in the providence of God become the peculiar privilege 
and duty of the Baptist denomination, and whereas the 
American and Foreign Bible Society has been organized for 
the accomplishment of this most important object, therefore 

Resolved, That this Association entirely approve the name^ 
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the nature, and the contemplated labours of the Amekican 

atid Foreign Bible Society, and while it is hoped that. all tlie 
churches, composing this body,, will liberally contribute for 
the support of this noble institution, we hereby express our 
opinion, that it should embrace the entire world as the appro- 
priate field of its future labours, and every kindred, language, 
and people, whether in this or other lands, as the objects of 
its benign regard. 

And we also express the confident hope, that this society 
will be so guided by sound wisdom and discretion^ as to pie- 
serve the eye and heart of our now awakening conmrnnities 
to the prominent regard of the wants of the destitute heathen, 
thus securing, as we trui^t, increasing unanimity among all 
true hearted Baptists in its support. 

First Baptist Church, Philadelphia. 

Whereas, the Bible Convention which held its sessions in 
this place, in April, 1837, organized a Bible Society, denomi- 
nated the ^*A. and F. B. S.," under the auspices of the Bap- 
tist denomination ; and whereas, the said Convention adopt- 
ed a resolution requesting that the views of the denomination 
might be expressed in reference to the duty of the said society 
engaging in the work of home distribution, and that the said 
expression might be communicated to the society at its first 
annual meeting to be held in April, 1838 ; and whereas this 
Church takes a lively interest in whatever has a tendency to 
disseminate the Bible, therefore 

Resolved, That this Church approves of the organization 
of the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Church, it is the 
duty of said Society to engage in the work of home dis- 
tribution, (provided that it be the version now in use.) 

Resolved, That the Society be invited to celebrate its next 
Annual Meeting with us. 

DELAWARE. 

At a meeting of the Delaware and Foreign Bible Sodety 
on the 20th instant. Rev. C. W. Denison and W. G. Jdom 
were appointed as del^^ates to the anniversary meeting «f 
the parent society ; when it was 
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. SeMlvedy That the delegates be instructed to vote m fa- 
vour of HOME distribution, subject to such limitations and re- 
strictions as the parent Board may judge expedient. 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland Baptist Union Association. — The second meet- 
ing of this influential body met at the Union Meeting House, 
Baltimore county, October 19, 1837. It was unanimously 

Resolved, That we are highly gratified at the organization 
and prospects of the American and Foreign Bible Society ; 
that in our opinion the said society ought to operate on the 
broad principle, that "the field is the world ;" that the signs 
of the times demand of us as a denomination, united, vigor- 
ous, akid constant effort to give to the nations of the earth, the 
words of eternal life. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Washington Bible Society, 
held in the city of Washington, on the 13th day of April, 
1838, the following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the "Washington Bible Society, Auxiliaiy 
to the American and Foreign Bible Society," while it heartily 
approves, and pledges its cordial co-operation to the philan- 
thropic effort of circulating the Sacred Scriptures among the 
benighted nations of other climes, and urges its prosecution 
with an energy and zeal commensurate with the magnitude 
of the enterprise, and the glorious results which will assured- 
ly follow, do earnestly recommend the parent society to en- 
gage in the home distribution of the word of Truth. 

VIRGINIA. 

Yi^inia and Foreign Baptist Bible Society.— This Society 
celebrated its anniversary in the meeting-house of the First 
Baptist Church, Richmond, June 6th 1837. The President, 
CoL Alexander Fleet, in the chair. An interesting report was 
read by brother Ryland, after which, the following resolutions 
were passed, with a unaniknity of sentiment and ardour of 
feeling, which evinced the determination of the hrethr«i to 
labour effici^itly in the Bible cause. 
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Resolved, That we cordially approve the formatUHi of the 
AmericaH and Foreign Bible Society, by the Bible Conven- 
tion which met in Philadelphia, April 26, 1837, and that this 
society become auxiliary to that institution. 

Resolved J That seventeen delegates be appointed to at- 
tend the anniversary meeting of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society the last week in April, 1838, and that they be 
instructed to recommend to the society to engage in the work 
of Home as well as Foreign distribution. 

At a meeting of the Accomack Bible Society, it was 
unanimously 

Resolved, That in our opinion the Americaaand Foreign 
Bible Society should embrace, as their iGield of labour, the 
whole world. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

At the last meeting of the North Carolina State Conven- 
tion, several resolutions were passed, cqpproving the fonnation 
of the American and Foreign Bible Society, and recommend- 
ing HOME as well as foreign distribution. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

From South Carolina a brother writes to inform us, that 
« The Society Hill Bible Society (formerly one of the A. B. S. 
auxiliaries) has become auxiliary to the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, and that it also approves of Aome dis- 
tribution." 

<< TTie South Carolina Baptist Staie ConverUion^^^ says 
another minister << has unanimously expressed their appro- 
bation of the A. and F. B. S., and agreed to leave the sub- 
ject of home distribution to the wisdom and prudence of the 
society itself. Courage, my dear brother ! " The Lord of 
Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge." The de- 
nomination, and the public generally will sustain you. I 
have travelled considerably through Georgia and >& Caro- 
kna during the present fall and winter, and I have not met 
one baptist minister, or private member, who expressed any 
other than the most cordial feeUngs towards the A. & F. B. S., 
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left to iti own discretion — untranun^Ued. 

GEORGIA. 

At a meeting of the friends of the Bible, in Talbotton, Ga. 
March 4th, 1838, a society was formed, auxiliary to the A. 
and F. B. S. On motion 

Resolved, That we highly approve of the prompt mea-^ 
sures adopted by the Baptist denomination in resisting the 
illiberal and unconstitutional course pursued by the mana- 
gers of the American Bible Society, in refusing aid to bap- 
tist missionaries who had faithfully translated the whole word 
of God, and at the same time appropriating money for the 
circulation of versions of the Scriptures, which obscured a 
part of God's word, by giving it in a language not understood 
by the natives. 

Resolved^ That we approve of the resolution of the Ameri- 
and Foreign Bible Society to give to all nations the pure 
word of God, without addition or diminution, alteration or 
concealment of one of God's words. 

Resolved, That the American and Foreign Bible Society 
should be untrammelled and unfettered in its operations, ta- 
king the whole world for its field, and prosecuting home as 
well as foreign distribution. 

Resolved, That we recommend that a resolution be adopt- 
ed by the Baptist State Convention, (at its next session,) pro- 
viding that hereafter, all moneys contributed to its funds for 
the translation and circulation of the Bible, be transmitted to 
the Treasurer of the American and Foreign Bible Society ; 
and that we appoint William Carey Crane and Dr. E. E< 
Moyer as our delegates to the Convention, to request the 
passage of such a resolution. 

TENNESSEE' 

A minister in Tennessee wrote in February last : " The 
Baptists here believe that the word baptize means to dip, to 
plunge^ to inunerse ; and that it should be so explained in 
all lands wherever the Bible is read. 
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KENTUCKY. 

The Ibllowing is an extract from the " Baptist Bonner," 
on the question of " home distribution," " unfettered opera- 
tion," <fcc. — From documents in our possession, and the 
opinions of very judicious brethren, who are intimately ac- 
quainted with the opinions of Baptists in Kentucky, we pre- 
sume the following sentiments to be generally entertained 
throughout that State, and indeed throughout the whole 
South and West. 

" In short, and in a few words, we would have the Baptists 
engage in home distribution, and we would have the Amen- 
can and Foreign Bible Society unfettered in its operations : 
if it or its auxiliaries see a necessity for engaging in home 
distribution, let them supply themselves with Bibles for that 
purpose from the American Bible Society, if they can ; if they 
cannot, let them make arrangements for printing them.'' 

On the 2d Saturday in July, the Green River Bible Socie- 
ty, (Kentucky,) auxiliary to the A. and F. B. S., held its first 
annual meeting, when it was unanimously 

Resolved, " That the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
should be untrammelled and unfettered in its operations — 
and that our Secretary write immediately to the Secretary of 
that Society, setting forth the views of this." 

" In addition to this, (the Secretary remarks,) I would state, 
that the people amongst whom I labour, and indeed so far as 
my acquaintance extends in this state, seem to have but one 
voice among them upon this subject." 

OHIO. 

The Meigs creek, and other Baptist Associations in Ohio, 
have passed resolutions similar to the following, which was 
adopted at a meeting of the Portage Baptist Associati6n in 
September last. 

" Resolved^ That this Association highly approve of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, for the purpose of giv- 
ing entire, and without restriction or limitation, the arades 
of God to the whole population of the glohe^ in every lan- 
guage under heaven, faithfully translated] and as soon as 
circumstances in God's providence will permit." 
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ILLINOIS. 

t^m the Minutes of the third Anniversary of the Blue Rivef 
Baptist Association, Griggsville, Pike county, 111. 

The committee recommend adopting the following pream-> 
ble and resolution* 

Whereasj in the pWvidence of God, Baptists have been 
instrumental in translating the Scriptures into languages spo- 
ken by a very large portion of the population of the earth, 
the correctness of which has been acknowledged by learned 
men of different denominations, which versions have been 
rejected from the patronage of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and the American Bible Society ;— <-and whereas our 
Baptist brethren in the old states, have formed a Bible Society 
to aid in printing and circidating these translations amongst 
the nations of the earth, called the " American and Foreign 
Bible Society ;" — Therefore, this Association recommend to 
the churches, in imitation of the Griggsville church, to 
form societies to aid that Society in the great and good 
work of supplying the inhabitants Of the world with the 
word of God, in their own tongues. After an interesting 
discussion it was unanimously adopted. Similar communi- 
cations have been received from the "Northern District 
Association," the << Springfield Association," and other bodies 
in Illinois. 

MICldlGANi 

The JBaptist Conventioh of the State of Michigan, unani- 
mously passed the following resolutions at their annual meet- 
ing in September. 

Resolved^ That this Conventioh highly approve of* the 
recent formation of the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
and devoutly hope that our churches will act as Unitedly and 
efficiently in its support, as they have spoken plainly and 
decidedly in its approval and defence. 

Resohed, That in answer to the itiquiries of the Aineri- 
cati and Foreign Bible Society ; they should, in our view, be 
lefl urUrammelled by any thing in the tonstitution^ in giv" 
ing the whole Bible to the whole world* 
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MISSISSIPPI. 

The Mississippi Baptist State Convention. — Unanimondy 

Resolved^ That it is the sense of this body, that the Am. 

ioad For. Bible Society should be left free and unfettered in 

its operations — at perfect liberty to distribute the sacred om- 

eles wherever God in his providence may open a door. 

ALABAMA. 

The Alabama Bible Society, the Cranty Creek Bible So- 
ciety, and other bodies in Alabama, sent as their delegate to 
the annual meeting of the American and Foreign Bible Bo- 
ciety, Rev. Alva Woods, D. D. As a member of the "Com- 
mittee appointed to ascertain the views of the denonunatkm 
in the United States, as to the duty of the Society to engage 
in the work of home distribution," Dr. Woods stated, that as 
far as his knowledge extended, the Baptists in Alabama believe 
it to be the duty of the A. and F. B. S. to engage in the work 
of home as well as foreign distribution. 

LOtriSlANA. 

On the second Sabbath in May last, a Bible Society was 
formed in the town of Clinton, in the State of Louisiana. 
The Society and Board were organized on the following reso- 
lution, offered by H. D. F. Roberts. 

Resolved, That we deem it expedient to form a society at 
Clinton, E. Feliciana, La., auxiliary to the ''American and 
' Foreign Bible Society." 

After the society was formed, the following resolution was 
offered by brother Smith, and unanimously adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That we highly approve of the prompt and de- 
cisive measures adopted by the Bapitist denomination ; in or- 
ganizing the American and Foreign Bible Society, in resistr 
ing the unconstitutional, and unkind course pursued by the 
American Bible Society in regard to the denomination, and 
in resolving . to give to all nations the pure Word of God, 
without addition or diminution, alteration or conceahnent of 
one of God's words. 
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ABKAN8A8. 

Spring River Baptist Association: — Resolved, That we 
conespond by letter with the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, and we unanimously agree to request said society (at 
fior as their means will permit) to furnish these United States, 
as well as other nations, with a pure translation from the 
original Hebrew and Greek of the Holy Scriptures. 

The Baptists of Arkansas, favourable to missions, have but 
one voice on this momentous subject. They believe the 
time has fully come, and that eternal truth speaks to the 
denomination in language not to be disregarded, that the 
world, yea! the whole world, should have a literal transla- 
ti<m oir the Bible. 

• The above are only a few extracts from numerous similar 
documents in the possession of the Board. They cannot 
avoid the conclusion, that the finger of providence, and the 
' voice of the denomination are pointing out the way, and 
directing them to go forward. If God should graciously in- 
cline the hearts of his people to furnish means, may we not 
eay of the world, what the man of God said of Canaan : — 
" We are well able to go up and possess the land." 

" THE FIELD I& THE WORLD." 

This is the declaration of the Saviour, and his words have 
reverberated through every part of the land. Nor can we 
believe that Baptists will ever suppose that they have per- 
formed their duty to God, until the simple truth, as it is in 
Jesus, shall have spread from pole to pole. 

The Board of Managers see an inviting field opening be- 
fore them. Communications from all our Missionaries, (some 
of which will be found in the Appendix,) as well as from every 
state in the Union, call for the vigorous and persevering ef- 
forts of the A. and F. B. S. 

The whole of Asia demands the particular attention of 
this society. $7500 have been appropriated to aid in print- 
ing the Sacred Scriptures in China. In the great celestial 
umpire, and the numerous islands of the Eastern Archipelago, 
eomprehending in all, not fex from four hundred and fift^ 
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millions of souls ^ we behold a vast territory, covered with 
pagan darkness, but now, in the providence of God, acceoi- 
ble to the heralds of the cross. One of our own missiona- 
ries now in that part of the great field, assures us, that as ftst 
as they can print them, Bibles may be distributed to eager mul- 
titudes, even in the vicinity of heathen temples. Anothef 
missionary at Rhio, near Singapore, says : " A new temple 
for idols has recently been erected in this place. On the day 
appointed for its dedication, a multitude assembled to pxesolt 
their offerings at the altar. But, by the grace of God, I was 
enabled to enter into the temple with a copy of the glorious 
New Testmsnt in my hand, from which I preached unto 
them the way of salvation by Jesus Christ. They suspend* 
ed their ceremonies, and gave heed to the things that were 
spoken." 

The Board cannot refrain from expressing their deep soli- 
citude on behalf of China, when they contemplate the appal- 
ling moral destitution, compared with the small amount of 
means at present employed for the spiritual benefit of a na- 
tion, millions of whom must inevitably perish ere they can be 
invited to come to the Saviour. Two presses have been put 
in charge of an American printer, with native assistants, to- 
gether with founts of type in 'the Siamese and Chinese lan- 
guages, and other requisite apparatus. Ah edition of 1600 
copies of the Gospel by Mathew, in Siamese, translated by 
Mr. Jones, was printed at Singapore as early as 1836, to 
which a version of the Acts of the Apostles, in an edition of 
3000 copies, was added in 1836 from the press at Bankok. 

The New Testament, in the Shyan or Tai langnage, has 
for sometime been in a course of translation by brother 
Brown, at Sadiya, and the same brother, assisted by an expe- 
rienced printer, has commenced the publication of an Asa- 
meese version of the Parables of Christ, originally tr^slat^ 
by Dr. Carey, and subsequently revised by brother Brown. 
Select portions of the Chinese Scriptures will be printed 
during the current year. But, all the missiouaries of every 
denomination now labouring for the salvation of Chinamen, 
do not furnish more than one teacher for every nine millions 
of souls. From all the presses now in operation, if we may 
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judge firom the amount of their issues in by-gone jrears, not 
more than one out of every one hundred and fifty of these 
idolaters, could, during the current year, be fiirnished with 
a single leaf of the Bible. Surely, then, the churct^es will not 
be surprised that, with such &cts before them, the Board of 
Managers feel anxious to be put in possession of more ample 
means for printing and distributing the Holy Volume in a 
land covered with the shadow of death ; especially, since 
great fiicilities are now afforded by the labours of Mr. Pau- 
thier, of Paris, in the preparation of metallic types, embra- 
cing the whole of the 30,000 characters, not obsolete, as found 
in the imperial dictionary of Kang Hi, the acknowledged 
standard of the Chinese language. 

This 'great improvement will enable the society to stereo- 
tjrpe the sacred scriptures, and furnish them at a reduced 
price and of superior quality. 

. To all the friends of Christ we would say — in your morn- 
ing and evening devotions remember China — when you enter 
the closet, or the public sanctuary, pray for China — and 
when in the enjojrment of your multiform spiritual and tem- 
poral blessings, you think of the question: "How much 
owest thou my Lord," — then remember poor, degraded China, 
with her millions perishing in sin ; and let your prayers and 
your alms eome up together, as a memorial before God. 

From Burmah, with her millions, now accessible to us as a 
denomination, divine providence calls, in a voice too audible 
to be unheard, and too intelligible to be misunderstood. It 
is indeed, a lamentable fact, that the lips of missionaries can- 
not, as yet, proclaim the glad tidings to the multitudes of that 
populous region ; but thep may all be reached by the appli- 
ances of the press, that modem gift of tongues. 

A volume might be compiled from the journals of our de- 
voted missionaries, showing that with the divine blessing, 
men and means are all that are needed to extend the influ- 

m 

Gate of the cross throughout the length and breadth of that 
benighted land. 

In the Burman language a translation of the entire Bible 
was completed by brother Judson, in 1834, and an edition of 
About 6000 copies printed in 3 volumes, 8^o, ot ^XswxV ^cRfc 
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pages each. 3000 copies of the New Testimeiit. wwe pool, 
ed as early as 1832| aad a revised editioQ of 10,000 copiii 
was put to press in 1836. Separate editions of portioiii of 
the Old and New Testament have also been printed ; apd 
in 1833 an edition of the Psalms was issued, and anotbeiitf 
about 10,000 copies in 1836. 

To these may be added the Taling or Pequan New Tes- 
tament, advanced to 2d Corinthians in 1835, and the Gospeb 
in Karen, both of which axe probably completed, a&bioftor 
Mason is almost exclusively devoted to the work. Frifitiag 
presses with ample founts of tjrpe, and founderies lor cestiif 
type into all the languages spoken from the Bay oi B^igal to 
the western borders of China, are waiting for ordeis fiom the 
American Baptist Churches, to be kept in motion, mitil 
every family in Burmah, willing to receive it, riiall possess a 
perfect copy of the Bible. 

The recent political revolution in the Barman empire has 
terminated in favour of Thayawotte, whose iavonimble opin- 
ions encourage the hope that a liberal policy in respect 1o 
commercial intercourse with foreigners may be expected. 
From this change in the affairs of the nation, as well as &im 
the great influence of Colonel Bumey, the BrjLtish resident, 
we may hope that Christian institutions will be unimpeded) 
at least in the British provinces, and that even the favour of 
the court may in some measure become subservient, although 
a cloud at present obscures our prospect. 

In India, also, the Board have found a wide and promising 
field of labour. In Orissa alone, a population equal to 
that of Great Britain and Ireland, are in a measure pre- 
pared to receive the word of the Lord. From Yizagapatam 
to the Hoogly, and from the mouth of the Ganges to regions 
stretching more than a thousand miles into the interior of 
Northern India, where, until lately, the messengers of peace 
never trod ; the A. and F. B. S. may now proclaim th<^ tidings 
of salvation through the instrumentality of the Bible. But 
time would fail us to speak of the millions of Hindoos, Ta- 
muls, Teloogoos or Telingas, and other nations of India, lo all 
of whom this society may impart the knowledge of Chridt» 
if adisquate funds are provided by the churches in Ao^erica* 
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$7,500 hare been appropriated to aasist in publishing 
Yales' excellent version of the Scriptures for the Hindoos, 
ttid in other languages in Central India. A recent commu- 
nication from Bengal assures us, that any amount which we 
are able to bestow for that object, may be immediately employ- 
ed in distributing the bread of life to perishing multitudes. 

Rer. Amos Sutton, Baptist misssionary in Orissa, remarks: 
"I need not tell you how much the life-saving word is needed 
in this land of darkness and the shadow of death. I have 
just returned from the annual festival of Juggernaut, distant 
from Cuttuck about 50 miles, and though it was the thinnest 
attended of any similar festival I have seen, yet there were 
probably not less than 100,000 immortal beings prostrated 
before that bloody Moloch. But we had not a single Gospel 
to bestow upon them — ^nothing of the Scriptures but a few 
bound Testaments and a collection of passages from the whole 
Bible printed as a tract. I laboured hard to get an edition of 
Mathew printed off in time, but sickness and the loss of types 
prevented its accomplishment. I leave it with your Commit- 
tee to determine, when looking over the waste places of the 
earth, whether Orissa does not demand their aid. We distri- 
bute a great many portions of Scripture in a variety of lan- 
guages: these we can usually obtain from Calcutta: but 
Orissa is the language of the province." 

A letter has been received from Rev. Mr. Yates of Calcut- 
ta, accompanying a beautiAil copy of the Bengalee New 
Testament^ 500 copies of which were printed for the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society. He remarks : "You will 
find a wide field before you in this country, as we have no 
doubt, if life is spared, in the number and quality of versions 
of the New Testament, of being able to keep on an equality 
with the Bible Society, though they receive contributions 
from aU denominations except ourselves. The extent of the 
copies of these versions printed must depend upon the 
amount contributed." 

The aid of the A. and F. B. S. is also demanded in Africa, where 
100,000,000 of our race are living without God and without 
hope in the world. In Greece, too, where our distinctive senti- 
ments wiU be appreciated by every reader of a correct co\i^ o^t 
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the Bible ; God has in his providence opened a door for this ftf* 
ciety at Patras, which we believe will never be closed. BxO' 
sia, with her 60^000,000, who acknowledge no baptism bat 
immersion, is also a field which demands the culture of tbe 
A. and F. B. S. — From Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and 
Germany, also, have we been cheered by tidings of the 
spreading light of truths A few extracts from the letters of 
brother Oncken, who resides in Hamburg, will show not only 
what has been done and suffered during the past year, bat 
the imperious necessity for future and greater exertions. 

GERMANY AN APPROPRIATE FIELD FOR BAPTISTS. 

In August, 1837, brother Oncken writes: "I meet with 
much opposition, but I hope God is about to effect something 
good and glorious for this country. We need not fear as 
long as we keep close to the word of God, and pray for the 
life-giving spirit in our own souls. You will rejoice to heaif 
that in May last, a Baptist church was formed in Berlin." At 
another time, he writes : " I beg you will present my warm- 
est thanks to the Board of the A. and F. B. S. for their first 
donation of $500 to the cause of pure scripture circulation 
in this country. I have distributed during the last 8 years 
upwards of 22,000 New Testaments. These are particular- 
ly acceptable to soldiers and travelling journeymen, (Hand- 
werksburshen,) but I want Bibles for families and schoolis. 

There is such lamentable ignorance in this cotiAtiy, as to 
what is and what is not the Word of God, that the Apocry- 
phul books are read with the same authority as the books of 
Holy Writ. There are parts of Germany where, out of 400 
preachers, not 20 can be said to preach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. I have travelled much in this country, but have not 
met with more than 10 or 12 families who were in the habit 
of reading the Scriptures at family worship. Tears gush 
from my eyes while I write it : the great bulk of the people 
are totally ignorant of the way of salvation. I converse 
with people in the city and in the country, on the high Ways 
and in the fields; and when I put the simple question : which 
is the way of salvation? or: how do you expect to be saved? 
The answer is : I do not know. Thiis a; mto told me in thcf 
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garden in which I am now writing these lines. Others tell 
me, "When I die — If I behave myself well" — "I have a good 
heart/' &g. But not in one instance out of a hundred is the 
answer given: through faith in the Son of God. O my 
brethren, can we let them perish for want of the Bible — God 
forbid ! It is true there is not so much novelty in giving a 
Bible to a heathen in Germany, as in India or Burmah. 
But shall novelty be the moving spring of Christian zeal and 
benevolence ? The soul of a sinner in Germany is of equal 
worth with the soul of a sinner in China. Besides, we have 
easy access to my countrymen ; the churches of our denomi- 
nation at Oldenburgh, Hamburg and Berlin, and also many 
other dear brethren are ready to assist us. Let us therefore 
be up and doing, no time is to be lost — the present opportu- 
nity is favourable— how long it may last, none can tell. 

In closing, I cannot but express my joy at the happy ter- 
mination of the meeting in Philadelphia in the formation of 
the A. and F. B. 8. I am no prophet, neither the son of a 
prophet, but this is my firm conviction, that if our ministers 
and people in America are prayerful, unanimous in the prin- 
ciple upon which the Society has been formed, and depend 
on the Lord in this work, it will prove to be one of the most 
glorious events as connected with the spread of the Gospel 
and the ultimate unity of believers that will be found in the 
history of the church." 

In September last, brother Oncken again writes : " Praise 
waiteth for God in Zion ! We have had a glorious day — 
long to be remembered ; nine new members were received; 
The Lord is doing great things for us, whereof we are glad." 
At another time he says, "Our dear brethren will probably 
meet with much opposition ; a storm seems gathering about 
our little bark. But Jesus lives to save, and I will not fear 
what man can do unto me. The baptism of some recent 
converts has made a great stir here. Complaints have bfeen 
made to the senior of the Lutheran ministry, and he has 
called upon the magistrate at the head of the pohce, and 
requested him to put a stop to our meetings. But, thus far 
the thing has only tended to the furtherance of the Gospel. 
Our meetings are now more numerously attended than 
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before^ and six new converts have decided to joitt (be 
church." 

If by the blessing of God upon the labours of our bebved 
brother, an appetite for the bread of life has been created, 
shall we refuse to supply their wants ? If in that interesting 
land, Providence has opened for us a door of great usefulness, 
shall we neglect to enter it? With a population of 40.000^000, 
and Bibles in which the word baptizo and its cognates, am 
correctly translated, Germany as the centre of moral and 
literary influence to nearly the whole of Europe, presents a 
field for the labours of the A. and F. B. S. unsurpassed in any 
other part of the world. 

HOME DISTRIBUTION. 

r 

Destitute as is the condition of many foreign nations, no 
one acquainted with facts, can doubt that our own beloved 
country is a field which this Society may cuhivate with the 
prospect of an abundant harvest. Within the r^ons 
bounded by the Alleghany mountains and the Mississippi^ 
the northern lakes and the gulf of Mexico, there exists a 
moral desolation, oppressive to the heart of every Christian^ 

What must be the state of our country when, in about 
30 years, the present population shall have increased, to 
not less than 30,000,000, if greater exertions than hitherto 
employed, are not made to give them the Bible ? Probably 
not more than two-thirds of the population of the United States 
possess an entire copy of the Sacred Scriptures, while .thou- 
sands of unenlightened emigrants are annually brought to our 
shores, the majority of whom must live and die ignorant of 
the way of salvation unless the friends of the Bible come up 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 

Independent of the claims of the « far west," multitudes 
inhabiting the Atlantic states are yet under the dominion of 
sin. If therefore, we wish to secure the future prosperity of 
our existing religious and civil institutions, energetic mea- 
sures should be immediately adopted, ere infidelity shall 
have rolled its waves over the length and breadth of our 
land. 

The present is emphatically an age of firee inquiry. The 
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humble cottager as well as the most opulent merchant looks 
'to the press as a means of instruction aiid amusement. In 
no other nation is such power and responsibility placed in 
the hands of individuals. Here every man is one of the 
rulers of a mighty nation, and no p wer on earth can place 
a limit to his legitimate influence upon the destiny of 
this fi^e and favoured country. If ignorant of the Bible, 
likeaBohonUpas planted in the garden of liberty, he will shed 
a withering influence over all around him. Thanks be to 
God, the catastrophe so much dreaded by many of the most 
enlightened may yet be averted, and the A. and F. B. S. is 
called upon by the providence of God to bear its part in this 
momentous work. Aided by the noble enterprise of the New 
England Baptist Sabbath School Union, and similar institu- 
tions about to be formed in other sections of the country, we 
may have access to every Baptist Sabbath School in the Uni- 
ted States, and annually place thousands of New Testaments 
in the hands of our own dear children, and the youth com- 
mitted to our charge. 

It is an important consideration, that in the southern and 
western states, which will, probably within a few years give 
laws to the whole i^ation, we have greater facilities for circu- 
lating tl^e Bible than all other denominations, because, there, 
Baptists are decidedly the majority. If our Home Mission 
Society is under obligations to traverse those destitute parts 
of our land and preach to them the gospel, is it not our appro" 
priate work, to supply them with the Bible ? Can it be the 
duty of American Baptists to send the Scriptures to foreign 
nations, and remain unmoved by compassion for their own 
coimtrymen. Shall we permit tens of thousands, bone of 
our bone, and flesh of our flesh, to perish at our doors for 
want of the bread of life? Besides, suppose the American Bible 
Society should be restricted to the foreign field — how long 
would that institution enjoy the patronage of the American 
public ? No objection has been heard against their publishing 
the English Bible, why then should an interdict be laid upon 
the A. and F. B. S. ? Surely it cannot be because Baptists have 
more confidence in the managers of a pedobaptist institution 
than in the integrity of their own brethren. 
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If the efforts of the A. and F. B. S. were to be limited to a 
fpreign field, it would, in the history of Bible Societies, be an 
institution without a precedent — it would necessarily be fee- 
ble and inejSicient, and who can doubt, that many would 
withhold their contributions, while the kindling zeal of thou- 
sands would thus be in danger of extinction. 

But "the word of God is not bound." Let the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society be untrammelled by any 
restrictions — let it be what its name imports, — let it be a 
BIBLE SOCIETY FOR THE WHOLE WORLD, and 
our denomination will act together in the glorious' work 
of giving a copy of the divine oracles to every accessible 
family upon the globe. The Board of Managers confidently 
believe that upon this plan, thousands who have always 
refused to act with the A. B. S. will co-operate with 
us, in disseminating " the most faithful versions?^ of the 
Scriptures among all nations. 

If to the above, we take into the account, what in the 
opinion of competent judges will probably occur, viz., that the 
English language, which, from its copiousness and flexibility, 
is peculiarly fitted for translation, and as a medium of writ- 
ten and colloquial intercourse, will probably become the lan- 
guage of a large portion of the human family ; who can rea- 
sonably doubt that the A. and F. B. S. should publish the 
English Bible, and as far as possible, distribute it wherever 
readers can be found. 

When it is remembered that the commercial, political, and 
religious influence of Britain and America extends over five- 
eighths of the globe, and that the rising generation in every 
heathen land where missionaries are sent, discover great 
anxiety to acquire a knowledge of our tongue— ^and, that Bap- 
tist missionaries in India, Burmah, and other parts of the 
world, may distribute thousands of English Bibles among 
British residents, to American and English sailors and others; 
it is indeed a cheering thought, that this Society by engaging 
in Home distribution, will publish books that may be read, 
not only in our own land by generations yet unborn, but by 
our children's children in distant regions of the earth. 
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BIBLES DISTRIBUTED. 

Although not more than two years have elapsed since the 
incipient organization of the Society, the Board of Managers 
have been enabled to assist in the publication and distribution 
of the Bible, in sev&n languages. It is a cause for devout 
thanksgiving to be permitted to add, that versions of the Ne w 
Testament have been commenced by Baptist missionaries, in 
the Shawanoe, Delaware, Otoe, Creek, Choctaw, and Ojibwa 
languages. Portions of the first five have been printed at the 
Shawanoe mission press. 

If firom past favours we may judge of the designs of God 
in reference to this institution, will not the blessing of thou- 
sands ready to perish, come upon all who promote the objects 
oftheA.andF.B.S? 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Freely ye have received, freely give, is the injunction of 
our ascended Redeemer. The Board cherish imfeigned 
gratitude to God who has enabled them during the past year 
to respond to the calls of the destitute among the aborigines 
of our own land, and the millions of distant Asia. 

At the meeting of the Board in June last, $5,600 were ap- 
propriated for the printing and distribution of the Sacred 
Scriptures, viz. 

To Rev. John G. Oncken of Hamburg, for printing 
and circulating the Bible in Germany. $600 

To the Baptist missionaries at Calcutta, for the 
printing and distribution of the Scriptures in Benga- 
lee, and other languages of India, at the discretion 
of the missionaries. 5,000 

$5,500 



At the meeting of the Board in August,^it was fiirther 
unanimously 

Jtesolved^ That after a careful examination of the actual 
moral destitution of the world, this Board feels great pleasure 
in being able to make an additional appropriation of %6^QQQ 
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for the printing and circulation of the holy volume in foreign 
languages ; and that the amount be transmitted through the 
American Baptist Board of Foreign/Missions, to be applied in 
the following manner : 

For printing and circulating the Bible in China,. . $1,600 

do. do. do. in Burmah, . 1,000 

do. do. do. in Shyan, • 1,000 

do. do. do. in Karen, • 1,000 

do. do. do. in Ojibwa, . 500 

f 5,000 



At a meeting of the Board in December last, they were 
again assisted by Divine Providence to grant to the Baptist 
General Convention of the United jStates, 05,000, viz. : 

For printing and circulating the Bible in China, . $2,000 
do. do. do. in Burmah, . 1,000 

do. the New Testament in Germany, 2,000 

The sum of $15,600 have been appropriated since the 
meeting of the Society in April last. The whole amount 
appropriated for Bible translation and distribution during the 
two years of the Society's existence, is $30,500 ; of which 
$20,600 have been voted to the A. B. B. F. Missions.* 

The Board earnestly hope that the liberality of the 
churches will keep pace with the increasing demand. In 
proportion as the field of the Society's operations continues to 
expand, will be the necessity for resources far greater than 
have hitherto been employed. The Board confidently be- 
lieve that the present is an important era in the iiistory of 
the church, and that sacrifices and ^elf-denying labburs, 
greater than were required in former ages, are now demanded 



* Since the last annual meeting of the Society, the Board have again enjoyed 
the pleaaare of promoting the objects oftbe General Convention by an additional 
appropriation of $5,000. This sum is not included in the Treasurer's account 
now printed, and will therefore be embraced in the next annual Report. The 
whole amount contributed in aid of the Baptist General Convention, through 
the instrumentality of the American and Foreign Bible Society^ ia twkxit* 

iriTB fWOn%AMD, FIVE BUMDABD DOLLARS. 
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fit all who desire the prosperity of Messiah's kingdom. Th<) 
rich out of their abundance, and the widow with her->"two 
mites" are alike invited by the openings of Divine Providence 
to bring their oflFerings to the treasury of the Lord, accompa-* 
nied by fervent and believing prayer for the blessing of God* 

«* There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth^ and there is 
that withholdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty." 

The following appropriate sentiments expressed at a Bap- 
tist Association in June last, are respectfully commended to 
the attention of the friends of the A. and F. B. S. 

" Resolved, That since the Bible is a revelation of the 
divine purpose and method of redemption^ our measures for 
doing good can never be more wise and safe than when they 
contemplate its dissemination. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the friends of the Bible 
cause, to increase their efforts for its success during the 
coming year*" 

AUXILIARIES^ 

Your Board of .Miemagers have been greatly encouraged 
during the past year, by the amount of $33,85-952^ contribu- 
ted for Bible ttanslation, by Auxiliary Societies and individu- 
als, notwithstanding the unprecedented pecuniary embarrass- 
ment. 

29 Auxiliary Societies have been added to the previous 
number, making in all 98. Of these j 16 are County So- 
cieties; 3 State Conventions; 10 Associations; and 71 Churches 
who have, without exception, deglared themselves in favour 
of Home as well as Foreign distribution. 

, IMPORTANCE OP COVifTTt AtXiLlAitlES. 

In promoting the interests of this Society, no other means 
are of greater importance than well organized Auxiliary So- 
cieties. These, to be efficient^ should as far as practicable be 
County Societies. Although it is true that Associations and 
Churches may greatly advance the cause^ yet as this is » 
great National Institution, consecrated to the moral interests 
of the whole world, it is not intended to be limited to the' 
members of Baptist Churches. No : let the inhabitants of 
every county in our free states have a rallying point — a^ 
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Bible Society of which every penon willing to contribate 
may become a member. 

Besides the cities on the Atlantic seaboard^ there aie 
in the United States many important inland cities and 
towns, where a Society may embrace several counties, 
and from one large depository, supply the surrounding 
population with Bibles ; such as Cincinnati, Buffalo, De- 
troit, Chicago, Albany, Pittsburg, Wheeling, Lexington, 
Louisville, Natchez, and other similar places, in which the 
Board hope ere long, to hear that efficient Societies have be^ 
organized^ 

LIFE DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS. 

There have been added during the past year 41. Life Di- 
rectors,, 176 Life members, maMng in all 92 Life Directors, 
and 420 Life members of the A. and F. B. S. " A little one 
shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong nation ; I 
the Lord will hasten it in his time." 

aUARTERLT PAPERS. 

The Board of Managers gratefully acknowledge the cour- 
tesy of those editors of public journals, who have unsoUcited 
given publicity to some of the doings of this Society. But, 
die importance of an official periodical as the organ of the 
Society, must be apparent. By this means the Board have 
been enabled to announce to donors, the receipt of their con- 
tributions.; to publish a list of Auxiliary Societies, Life Di- 
rectors and members ; and to spread before the Christian 
public^ not only the sentiments of Baptists upon the subject 
of Bible translation and distribution, but the moral wants of 
the world, and whatever was particularly interesting in the 
Society's correspondence. • 

The first number of this paper, containing 8 pages, was 
published in January, 1837. It has since that time been 
issued quarterly, and as far as practicable, transmitted to 
Baptist churches and ministers throughout the land. The 
several numbers have, it is hoped, been found in some degree 
interesting ; but the Board invite particular attention to the 
6th and 6th numbers. In the [first of these will be 
found << The resignation of several Baptist members of the 
Board of the American Bible Society." This document ii 
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«u aUe commentary upon those acts of the A. B. S. which 
led to the formation of a separate organization, and embraces 
a condensed and lucid explanation of the reasons which im- 
pelled the Baptist denomination to embark in the glorious 
enterprise of giving the Bible faithfully translated to all 
nations. . 

The 6th number of the quarterly paper contains a brief 
summary of the opinions of Baptists throughout the United 
States tesfecJdng the duty of the A. and F. B. S. to engage 
in the work oi Home distribution. Particular regard is due 
to the opinions of the churches upon this subject, because 
they have been elicited by a special circular from the largest 
Convention of Baptists ever assembled in this country. The 
Board are happy to find that in no equivocal terms have tlie 
churches of our denomination declared their belief that the 
whole world is the appropriate field of the A. and F. B. Society's 
operations. 

Bitherto the quarterly paper has been unavoidably en- 
grossed by subjects embracing the opinions of distant bre- 
thren as to the extent of the field ; future numbers will, we 
trust, be emi^oyed in detailing the amount of work actually 
performed. Cue will be taken to forward the paper to the 
churches, or to those ministers whose residence is known ; it 
is therefore hqped that such as do not receive it, will give 
ixtformation of the fisu^t to the Correspondinjs^ Secretary of the 
Sodelty. 

AGENCIES. 

In executing the trust committed to them, tlie Board have 
been happy in being able to avail themselves of the agency 
of 3 experienced brethren during a part of the year. 

While they deeply feel the importance of having a suitable 
anmber of competent agents, permanently devoted to the in- 
terests of this Society, the Board earnestly call the attention 
of the churches and of pious individuals to the practicability 
of promoting the Bible cause, by annual collections in their 
respective congregations, and by donations from individuals, 
onadicited by the agents, and thus permitting them to devote 
Uieir effinrts in those places where spontaneous liberality may 
not be expected To tfie pastors of churches do we particularly 



42 

appeair We entreat them toadopt the earlier measti^ iotbrm 
Auxiliary Societies in their respective congregations in every 
city, town, and village, and thus create a bond of union aniong^ 
the friends of the Bible, throughout the length and breadth of 
the land, to sustain by their prayers and by their liberality 
the sacred cause of I'ible translation and distribution. 

The Board of Managers also appeal to the chilrcfaes. 
Especially let those who enjoy the stated preaefiing of the 
gospel, adopt measures to constitute theii pastojrsy Directors 
or members for life of the A. and P. R 8. By this means 
they will confer upon their minister a token of Christian 
affection, and at the same time, greatly promote the caus^ of 
truth. Any member of the church or congregation may 
accomplish this important object by presenting to a few 
friends, a subscription paper like the following : — 

Impressed with the belief, that it is our duty to aid n cir- 
culating the Bible faithfully translated, and desirous of mani- 
festing our regard for our minister, Rev. — ^ , we ajjree 

to pay the sum affixed to our respective names, to constitute 
him a Life Director of the A. and F. B. S. 

The following agents have been employed by th* SbCiety 
during the past year, viz : 

Brother Edward Kingsford has laboured with gT^Htniitept- 
ance from April until January last, when he l^signed his 
agency, to become the pastor of the Baptist church in Barrb- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 

In September last, brother Archibald Maclay relinquished 
his long and faithful pastorship of the Baptist church in Mul- 
berry street, Nt w York, under the conviction that in tb^ ater- 
vice of the Bible Society, Divine Providence has opcBedl be- 
fore him a field of paramount usefulness. The Board feel 
great pleiisure in expressing their approbation of his untiring 
and judicirus labours. A brother in the south says : "If the 
agency of brother Maclay had been attended with no other 
advantage, such have been the results of his truly evangelical 
preaching, in the conversion of sinners, and promoting the 
growth of piety in the souls of believeis^ that the benefits of 
his agency cannot be computed." 
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The labouTB of brother Maclay have been chiefly confined 
to a part of the southern and western states, where he has 
obtained in subscriptions and donations upwards of $15,000. 
The subscriptions are generally from friends in the south and 
west, whose strong attachment to the cause of truth insures 
the future redemption of their pledges. 

Brother Danid Hascall has continued In the service of the 
Society since April last He has laboured chiefly in the 
states of New York, Vermont, and a part of Massachusetts, 
where several County and other Societies auxiliary to the 
parent institution have been formed, and pledges of future 
contributions to the fiindshave been received. 

At the request of -brother Kingsford, a minister in the 
western part of New York performed a short tour of 
agsacy within the bDunis of the HDllaud Purchase Yearly 
Meeting. By the brethren composing this body he was cor- 
dially received, and he remarks : << Resolutions were passed 
highly approving and warmly commending the claims of the 
A. and F. B. S. After which, the Holland Purchase Yearly 
Meeting Bible Society was formed, and every member of the 
meeting (so fitr at I could learn) became a member of the 
Society." 

OOITAtlONS AND LEGACIES. 

Mr. Stephen B. Munn, well known in this community as 
an enterinrising and judicious merchant, after carefully 
examining the nature of our various benevolent institutions, 
was brought to the conclusion, that the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society merited his special patronage. To this 
Society, having for its single object, to give to all mankind 
the whole Bible faithfully translated, Mr. Munn has granted 
the sum of EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

The Board of Managers welcome this expression of en- 
lightened Christian liberality as a cheering indication of Di- 
vine approbation, and they confidently believe that when the 
object of the American and Foreign Bible Society shall be 
better understood, its claims will be generally appreciated, 
and, that many to whom God has granted the means, will be 
found willing to bestow their boimty upon an institution so 
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obviously engiB^ed in promoting ihe cause of Gi^df by diffii' 

sing the unmutilated pages of divine revelation. 

The following extract from a letter on behalf of atantt 
church consisting of seven baptized Indians who reside in 
the inhospitable regions of Lake Superior, will be read with 
pleasure by all who love the Saviour. Their pious zeal will 
not be disregarded by Him, who accepted " the widow's niite" 
when a larger offering was wanting. 

"With this you will receive $31 50 as a dcmation made 
by the Mission church under my care. We feel a deep in- 
terest in the prosperity of the A. and F. B. S. and hope that 
God will abundantly bless it, and crown the labours of his 
servants with success proportionate to the importance of the 
enterprise. May the benign influence of your Society be 
extensively felt even to the ends of the earth, and may God 
employ it as an agent in giving to all nation^ the pure and 
unadulterated word of Life." 

The attention of those who may prefer to remember 
the Society in " their last will" is directed to the "form of a 
bequest" printed on the cover of this Report. But the Boexd 
of Managers would, with much deference, commend to all 
who pray for the prosperity of Zion, the example of Stephen 
B. Munn, who, resolving to act as his own Executor, has 
lately replenished the treasuries of several benevolent instita- 
tions by his munificence. "Bounty," says an able ^writer 
" is the most compendious way to plenty — as the five loaves 
were multiplied by division, and augmented by subtracticMD*'' 

LIBRARY. 

A well selected Library is of considerable importance to the 
interests of this Society, and it is therefore hoped that its 
friends will contribute copies of old versions of the Bible and 
such other books as they may think adapted to the wants of 
this institution. Several valuable donations have lately been 
made, among which the Board would mention 31 volumes, 
comprising copies of the various versions of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures published by the British Baptist Missionary Society, 
viz : 
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1 vol. 8vo. Mthratta poetical bookflu 

1 " ** Ootkula poetical books. 

1 ^ '* '* prophetical book«. 

1 " ** Bengalee New TestaiQenU 

1 •« " " Pentateocb. 

1 «< •« *< historical books. 

1 ** ** ** prophetical books, 

1 <* "* Orissa Pentateuch. 

I ^ ** " historical books. 

1 M M M poetical books. 

1 «* •* " prophets. 

\l u u u J^ew TestameRt. 



1 foL 4ta Sungricrit historical books. 
4 *' 8to. Hindee Peotateuch, histori- 
caly poetical and prophetical books. 
1 Tol. 9vo. Vikaneera Testament. 
I •• •* Assam •* 

Konkona* ** 
Mooltan. ** 

Telinga. •• 

Pushtoo. '* 

Saogskrit prophetical books. 
Mafaratta Pentateuch. 
** historical books. 

5 volumes, 8vo. Chinese Bible. 

To the c^bove maybe added, a complete set of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society's Reports, presented by the Rev J. O- 
Choutes, of Buffido, N. Y. These books are all substantially 
bound, and form the commencement of a Biblical Library 
which will, we trust, be speedily enlarged by the faithful 
labours of Baptist missionaries abroad, and the liberality of 
brethren in our own land. * 

CONCLUSION. 

The Board of Managers are incompetent fully to express 
their gratitude to God for the success which has hitherto 
attended the labours of the A. and F. B. S. But they entreat 
the churches not to forget that more than twenty nations and 
tribes, embracing several hundred millions of our race, are 
dependent measurably, on the instrumentality of Baptists for 
a supply of the bread of life. O let them not perish for 
want, while we have enough, and to spare. 

From the animating recollections of the past, the Board look 
forward with joyful anticipations to the future, confidently be- 
lieving that the Lord has raised up this institution as a means 
of extending the knowledge of his glory, until it shall "cover 
the eartli as the waters cover the sea." Then ' shaQ the 
morally dead in every clime arise to newness of life, and 
tidings be heard which will thrill every bosom in Christen- 
dom, and over which angels around the throne will rejoice. 

Thei Board would call upon all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ and pray for the coming of his kingdom, to remember 
in their supplications, the interests of the A. and F. B. S. 
And unto Him that loved us, and washed .us from oui' sins in 
his own blood, to him be glory and dominion for ever. Amen. 
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On motion of Rev. Abner Webb, misBionarj from fiurmah, second- 
ed by Rev. Howard Malcom, one of the Secretaries of the Baptist 
General Convention, it was unanimously 

Resolvedy That the Report, an abstract of which has now been read, 
be printed and circulated under the direction of the Board of Ma- 
nagers. 

Mr. President, said Brother Webb, permit me, in preientinff this resi^utioD, to ac- 
company ii by a single remark ; — On the adaptednest of the design of this Socuiy Is 
promote the happiness of the world. 

Its object is, to oive the world the bible. The whole plan of God's govern- 
ment is benevolent. The very threatenings of Mount Sinai are proclaimed with no 
other design than to make men good, that they may be happy. In pursuing, therefore, 
the benevolent designs of this Society, you are " workers together with God." The 
human heart is everywhere the same. However a heathen and a christian commonitj 
may differ in mass, as individuals they are strikingly the same. They are not less seo- 
sible than we, of the requirements of morality, or of their violations of its principles. 
They all feel that they are sinners, and, that they need some way of escape from the 
consequences of sin. Hence, in Hindoostan, the hook and swing, the immolation on 
the funeral pile, the sacrifice of infants to Ganges, and all the cruelties of heathen 
rites. And hence, in Burmah, the numerous and expensive offerings to Graudama 
and the priests. And the Bible, too, accompanied by the Spirit who indited it, pro- 
duces the same efiect on them as on us. In Burmah there are more than one thoa- 
«and native christians, fruits equal to what ordinarily appear from the same amount of 
labour bestowed here. I will mention the effect of Bible truth on one individual. Ko 
San-lone, a native preacher in Rangoon, was often accused by his angry countrymen 
<of being bribed to preach. No, he replied, I do not preach for money. I know my 
4:ountrymen despise me for preaching this religion. I once thought and felt as you do, 
but now I believe there is an eternal Grod who made all things, and, who will, in the 
world*s last day, bring us all to judgment ; and why should I not tell yoa of it 1 That 
when he had by soft words turned away their wrath, he would press again the claims of 
the Bible, till, at length, the ruler seized him, put on him three pairs of fettofs, and a 
large iron ring about his neck. He was threatened with crucifixion, and other jriolent 
deaths, but finally was offered his liberty if he would worship the Pagoda. ** If you 
can show me that this is the true God, I will," he replied. " What a fooU" said- the 
ruler, " you could say you would, and after your release do as you like.'' I dare not 
tell a lie, was his meek reply. He was at length released, with a debt for money bor- 
rowed during his confinement, of more than $100 dollars. The native churches at 
Maulmein and Tavoy, generously raised that sum, and paid all his debts. Afterwards, 
when, often, he told me tho story of his sufferings, 1 never heard him use a hard epi- 
thet, that this or that was a bad man ; but, like the evanjgelists, he only told the simple 
story, and let others judge whether his oppressors did rightly. And this is a fair spe- 
cimen of this man's character. He is nut indeed a sample of the whole church, for he 
was one of the best specimens of the christian character I have ever witnessed there or 
here. But the evidence of the piety of the members of the churches in Burmah, it, 
I think, equal to what we obtain in the same number of cases in our churches at home. 

Allow me, sir, to add that, there is nothing but the Bible that has power to tame the 
savage, or to make truly good or happy the civilized man. Let any society call in d 
vilization and science, and philosophy to their aid, and leave out the Bible, and their 
hands are palsied. Do we want proof 1 Look over Asia, where the Bible is unknowns ; 
see the oppression of its lawless rulers ; enter its mud cabins and leaf-thatched huts, 
and mark those half starved inmates. Trace them in their domeatic intercourse and 
domestic misery, and witness their grovelling minds, and all their lives of iniquity. 
Then, turn away your eye from this revolting scene, to the land of our fathers. Wit- 
ness her science, her laws, her institutions of civilization, of benevolence, and of 
Christianity ; see her domestic virtues and domestic peace ; let your mind soberly con- 
trast the two, and tell me, what but the Bible has caused this difference t Turn yonr 
eye again to South America, why does she lie so far beneath her more northern sister 1 
Peopled at about the same time, with a soil which produces oar dainties, the noblest 
river on the fsce of the earth, and every variety of climate, from the perpetual snows 
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of the towering Andes, to the toirid heat of the Amuoman valleya ; tbounding with 
iron, ailver, gold mnd precioaa atonei, and admirably aitoated for commerce whh all tUe 
world. Wiu all these adrantages, I ask, why does she not srise and take a prominent 
atation among the nationa of the earth 1 Becaase, sir, her priests have taken away the 
key of that knowledge which alone ezalteth a nation. Thbt have shut thb bible. 
Compare the different nations of the earth wherever you will, and the mind inevitably 
comes to this result, that in proportion as nations or individuals know and obey the 
Bible, they rise in the scale of Deing. And why should it not be so 1 It is the rule 
of the omniscient God, by which to regulate our lives. 

France, not satisfied with what she might see, tried the experiment of rejecting the 
authority of the Bible. She abolished the Sabbath, and the law of marriage, and 
within eighteen months she hsd thirty thousand dhorees ; thus throwing protectless 
and homeless on the world thirty thousand more than widowed mothers, with their 
helpless orphans ! France then, fell low ; and has she recovered 1 Alas ! to this 
hour, she is a standing proof of the dangerous effects of rejecting the authority of the 
Bible. Happy ! and only happy is that people whose God is the Lord ! * 

Brother Malcom, in the few remaiks his health would permit him to make, stated 
one or two interesting facts, exhibiting the blessed effects of gospel truth in different 
parts of the heathen world he had recently visited. He spoke particularly of the ex- 
cellence of Tates* Bengali New Testament ; and while in Calcutta he had learned 
that the Paadobaptists themselves considered it far superior to any other translation in 
the language. 

On motion of James D. Knowles, of Massachusetts, seconded by 
Alfred Bennet, of New-York, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That in the amount of funds placed at the disposal of the 
Society, during the past year, the Society recognise the continued and 
special favour of ihe Head of the Church. 

Brother Knowles remarked ; — It would be improper, sir, at this late hour, to detain 
the audience by an extended address. I shall merely suggest one or two thoughts, 
without attempting to illoatrate and expand them. 

We must all have been surprised, that notwithstanding the pecuniary embanass- 
ments which have convulsed the country during the last year, so large a sum baa been 
almost 'spontaneously contributed to the funds of the Society For this unexpected 
liberality, we are« as the resolution intimates, indebted to the goodness of God. But 
as He works by instruments, we may, without impropriety, mquire for the more im- 
mediate causes. Many influences may have contributed to the result ; but I believe, 
sir,, that the chief cause of the success of this Society is to i)e found in the great 
principle on which it rests. In order to the accomplishment of any great moral enter- 
prise, the co-operation of the mass of common men must be secured — their under- 
standings must be convinced, and their hearts moved. For this end, the enterprise 
must rest on some simple principle, which may strike the minds of the most unculti- 
vated men like a flash of light, carrying with it its own evidence, needing no argu- 
ment, and stirring the heart by its direct appeal. 

Such a principle is found in the gospel itself. The simple truth, that God $ent hi^ 
Son to iefor «tim<r#, contains the essence of the gospel. — It imbodiee, with the 
brevity of a motto— with tho spirit stirring energy of a watch word — the substance of 
the law and the prophets. — It is simple, direct, powerful. The child can understand 
it. The poor Karen, in his jungle, can comprehend it ; and hence, wherever the gos- 
pel has been proclaimed, its chief triumphs have been among those, who, with no 
knowledge of criticism, or rhetoric, or logic, have been melted into penitence and love, 
by the simple story of the cross. 

Such a principle, too, was the moving spring of the American revolution. The 
plain truth, that taxation and representation must go together — that the people's money 
must not be taken without their own consent — was the basis of the great struggle. 
The public mind fully and readilv comprehended it. The mechanic in his shop— the 
farmer at his plough — understood and telt it, as strongly as the statesman in his cabi- 
net. It stirred the hearts of the whole nation, and roused them to a bold, resoluto, 
persevering, and triumphant iresistance to the mighty power of the British crown. 
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Id like manner, tir, this Society lestt on the simple principle — tujlt all mH ovoar 
TO if ATB THB woBD OF GoD UNMUTiLATiD AND uiTDiseinsio. It is boctnoe thB So- 
ciety is founded on this principle, and had its origin in circumstances which seemed to 
pot this principle in jeopardy, that the American Baptist churchea, with a promptitode, 
zeal, and unanimity, almost unexampled, have rallied round this Society. They will 
continue to sustain it, for it imbodies an indestructible principle, which readily alliet 
itself with other principles, dear to eveify Baptist — the independence of the churches 
— unfettered liberty of conscience— -the right and the duty of every man to take the 
pure word of God as the only standard of his faith — the guide of his conduct— -the 
lamp to his feet, along the path to heaven. 

On motion of William B. Johhson, of South Carolina, seconded by 
Archibald Maclay, of New- York, it was unanimously - 

Resolved^ That the President be requested to furnis'h a copy of bit 
address, to be pi;inted with the Annual Report. 

Adjourned, to meet with the First Baptist Church, Philadelphia, 
April 23(/, 1839 ; at ten o'clock, A. M. 

Prayer by Brother Johnson, 



MEETING OF THE BOARD. 

NeuhYork, Mmg U, 1838. 

The Board of Managers met in Oliver-street, at 4 o'clock, P. M. The Prasident 
m the chair. 

Prayer by John Peck, of Cazenovia. 

On motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the sum oi fixe thousand dollars be appropriated and paid to the 
Baptist General Convention uf the United States, to aid in publishing the. Soeied 
Scriptures in Asia; viz. for the Siamese Scriptures, $1000. Buimeee, $1000. 
Asamese, $1000. Karen, $1000. Teloogoo, $1000. 



BT-L4WS AND ORDER OP BUSINESS OF THE BOARD OF MANAOEBS. 

1. All meetings shall be opened with prayer. 

2. All Committees shall be nominated by the presiding officer, and approved by the 
Board, unless otherwise specially ordered. 

. 3. No moneys shall be paid out of the Treasury but by order of the Board. 
4. AH resolations, if required, shall be presented in writing. 



ORDER or BUSINESS. 



I. Reading minutes of last meeting. 5. Reports of Select Committois. 

1. Treasurer's Report. 6. Unfinished business. 

3. Communicstions of Cor. Secretary. 7. New business. 

4. Reports of Standing Committees. 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 

PiMiaUwn tmd FvnoMce, Agencies. 

1. I. Nevtton. 1. Wm. Wintbrton. 

H. W. H. Wyckoff. 2. R. Peoo. 

3. Thos. Pubser. 3. N. Caswell. 

4. Robert F. Winslow. 4. £. Corning. 

5. L. Babkbb, M. D. 5. Wm. Hillman. 



APPENDIX. 



I. 



KSSIGNATION OF BAPTIST MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF THE 

AMERICAN BIBX,E SOCIETY. 

Ths daty of Christians to contend earnestly for '* the faith once de- 
livered to the saints," and fearlessly to promulgate the sacred pages 
unmutilated to all mankind, is a doctrine of the Bible, and dear to the 
heart of every sincere Christian. In the enjoyment of this privilege. 
Baptists never can submit to human dictation, whether the inclination 
to oppress them be found on the side of a domineering majority, or the 
power he vested in legalized authority. That holy and glorious cause 
to which they stand pledged, forbids the contamination of all human 
interference as a profanation, nor can conscientious believers permit 
even brethren to divert them from the simplicity of the gospel. 

To distribute the word of God faithfully translated, Baptists claim as 
an inalienable privilege, while they regard it as an imperative duty. It 
was this sacred right of which the American Bible Society attempted 
to -deprive us by their resolution passed on the ever memorable 17th 
of February, 1836, embracing professedly a general principle, but 
which, in fact, could apply only to a particular case. By this act they 
violently sundered those bonds by which we had so long been united 
with them in harmonious co-operation, and rendered our continuance 
in the American Bible Society as impracticable as it would be humili- 
ating, and in our opinion disastrous to the cause of truth. As a bodyi 
therefore, the Baptists found themselves under the necessity of de« 
dining all further concert with the Parent Society ; and the under- 
signed deemed it necessary, personally, to resign their offices. Their 
reasons for that act, are imbodied in the subjoined document, the ptrb- 
lication of which they consider due to themselves, to the Christian 
community, and to the world. 

Concise in diction, and decided in sentiment^ it embraces the dis- 
passionate views, not only of the few whose names are affixed, but of 
the Baptist denomination throughout the land, if we may judge from 
printed as well as written testimony forwarded to the Corresponding 
Secretary of the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

TO THE MANAGERS OF THE AMERICAIC BIBLE SOCIETY. 

Having had the pleasure of acting with you as Managers of the 
concerns of the American Bible Society, and feeling it to be our duty, 
in consequence of certain measures, which originated in the Board, 
snd have been sanctioned by the society, to resign our places as mem- 
bsrs of your body, the respect which is due to you, and justice to our- 
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■elves, require of us a bri«f •xposition of th# motives bj which we 
actuated. We are bound, moreover, to make this statement of our 
motives, in justice to that body of Christians, whose interests we, with 
others of our brethren, have represented here, and whose approbation 
of our conduct in relation to these measures, has been expressed with 
scarcely a dissenting voice. 

While, therefors, we feel ourselves impelled to speak the truth with 
plainness, it is our earnest prayer to the God of all grace, that the ani- 
madversions, which we may make on the proceedings of the board and 
of the society, may bear the impress of that charity '* which beUeveth 
all things, and hopeth all things." 

It appears from the constitution of this society, that " its sole object 
shall be to encourage a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures, with- 
out note or comment." The application of this primary fvinciple is 
regulated by only two specifications. 

1st. " The only copies in the English language to be circukted by 
this society, shall be of the version now in common use." 

2dly. *' The society shall, according to its ability, extend its infla- 
ence to other countries, whether Christian, Mahometan, or Pagan." 

These are the fundamental principles of the constitution. The ma- 
nagers' address, contemporaneous with the constitution, contemplates 
the circulation of the scriptures in foreign lands, " in the received ver- 
sions where they exist, and in the most faithful where ihey may be re- 
quired." " They will embrace with thankfulness and pleasure,.** is the 
language of the address, " every opportunity of raying out by means of 
the Bible, according to their ability, the light of life and immortality, to 
such parts of the world as are destitute of the blessing, and are within 
their reach." This address has been properly appealed to by all, as a 
fair exposition of the constitution, and the above extracts doubtless 
give a just representation of the liberal principles on which the society 
commenced its operations. 

On these principles, the Baptists entered most heartily into the la- 
bours of the society. They have ever regarded this as one oi the 
most interesting of the benevolent enterprises of the age, and have 
stood among the foremost in its support. 

After years of harmonious and successful co-operation on the above 
mentioned principles, we find ourselves excluded from aU further parti- 
cipation in this noble work, by a requisition unknown to the constita- 
tion under which we are associated, at variance with its spirit, and with 
the only principles on which the dififerent Christian sects can unite in 
the labours of this society. 

Different denominations of Christians have invested money to & 
large amount in the funds of the society. Their sympathies have 
been deeply enlisted in its behalf, and to the blessing of Heaven on their 
united labours and prayers, it owes its present prosperity. Whatever 
ability it now possesses, whether in funds, in influence, or in the con- 
fidence of the public, is therefore the common property of these several 
denominations, acquired by their united exertions, and guaranteed to 
each of them by the constitution of the society. That instrument may, 
indeed, according to one of its ewn provisions, be altered by a vote ef 
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the society. It will be readily conceded, however, tliat the society i$ 
bound in honour and good faith, to respect the fundamental principles 
of its constitution, and never to make any change in it, except for the 
express purpose of giving full effect to these principles. It has re- 
ceived in trust, the bequests of benevolent individuals, made in reli- 
ance on the guarantee which thosie principles afford. If it be said 
that these bequests were made in view of all the contingencies which 
might arise under the provision just alluded to ; we answer, that we 
believe no Considerate man would ever make a bequest subject to such 
contingencies. His action is based on the im])lied pledge, that the 
original principles of the constitution will be faithfully adhered to 
through all vicissitudes. If they may be set aside as convenience, ih- 
teresl, or sectarian zeal may dictate, or even as the sober judgment of 

Judicious men, honestly aiming to promote the interests of Christ's 
:ingdom may deem desirable, in what other light can they be regarded 
than as a temporary lure^ for which any other may be substituted, as 
soon as another more attractive can be found ? How many examples 
of such faithlessness will be necessary to destroy all confidence in the 
principles on which our benevolent institutions are conducted ! 

In regard to the measures of the Board, to which allusion has been 
made, we assert they were not adopted for the purpose of carrying 
these principles into effect. 

We appeal to the history of the whole transaction. At a meeting of 
the Board of Managers, August 6, 1835, application was made by Mr. 
Pearce, a Baptist missionary of Calcutta, for aid in printing a Bengali 
version of the New Testament, in which the word baptize and its cog- 
nates are translated according to the views and practice of the Baptist 
denomination. At a subsequent meeting, September 3, 1835, the 
committee on distribution, to whom the letter of Mr. Pearce had been 
referred, reported the following resolution, to wit : — 

*' Resolved^ That the Committee do not deem it expedient to recommend any ap- 
prapriaiioD, until the Board settle a principle in relation to the Greek word baptize.*' 

This resolution was adopted, and the subject was referred to a com- 
mittee of seven, embracing one from each of the denominations repre- 
sented in the Board. 

On the 1st October, this committee reported in substance as follows, 
viz : That in the Bengali version of the New Testament, for which 
the patronage of the society is solicited, the Greek words baptizo, bap- 
Hsma, and their cognates, are translated by words signifying to im- 
merse^ immersion, &.C, ; that the same is true of the Burmese version 
of the New Testament, and of the other versions in the languages and 
dialects of India ; that the Calcutta Bible Society, and the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, have refused to aid in printing and circulating 
the Bengali New Testament, on the ground of its containing the 
above mentioned translations ; that the committee were not aware 
until now that such translations had been made in India, or other hea- 
then countries. 

The three following resolutions were submitted in the report. 

iBt. Resolvtd, That the Board deem it inexpedient to appropriate any fundi belongs 
ing to the iociety, in aid of translating or distributing the aforesaid Bengali New Tm- 
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tament, er any oth«r versions oontaining the aforesaid translation^ or uj lamilartMBih 
lation. 

2d]y. Resolved, That the Board of Managers, un receiving satisfactory, evidenee of 
such corrections having been made in the aToresaid translations of the Bengali New 
Testament, or in other versions in other languages or dialects, as will comport with the 
known views of other Christian denominations, or in other words, with the obvious iii> 
tention of the authorized English version, will most cheerfully aid in the printing and 
circulating of said version or versions as heretofore, v 

ddly. Resolved, That all persons interested in the foregoing resolutions, be informed 
of their purport forthwith. 

In support of these resolutions, the report presented several consi- 
derations ; viz : that a version of the scriptures in which baptizo, bap' 
iismay &c., are left untranslated, may be used by ministers and mis- 
sionaries of all denominations, each explaining these words according 
to his own views and practice ; that versions in which those terms are 
translated by words signifying to immerse, immersion, will necesaanly 
embarrass, if not wholly exclude the operations of missionaries of 
many denominations, in countries where those versions obtain circula- 
tion; that ** it is not competent for the American Bible Society to as- 
sume any sectarian attitude, by favouring the denominational views of 
any particular church " whether at home or abroad." 

Thus far the measures of the Board were plain and undisguised. 
Their action was directed professedly against their Baptist brethren, 
and no attempt was made to cover the design. They were thaa far 
willing to say in express terms, that they would countenance no ver- 
sion of the scriptures in which baptizo is translated to immerse. It seems 
to have been felt, however, that this was narrow ground for this noble 
institution to occupy ; that there was something incongruous in ^vcAan 
institution withholding for such a reason, the words of eternal life from 
milhons perishing in their sins. It was therefore thought expedient to 
abandon the open and direct assault on the peculiarities of a single 
denomination, and to pursue the same design under cover of a general 
principle, to which it was represented, all should submit, and which 
must therefore be equitable, since all alike would feel its operation. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Board, November 5, 1835, the whole 
subject was again referred to the above mentioned committee of seven. 
In their report, submitted to the Board, November 19, this committee 
expressed the opinion, " that it is expedient to withdraw their former 
report on the particular case^ and to present the following one on the 
general principle, ^^ This general principle is expressed in the first of 
the two resolutions submitted in the report, which was as follows : 

" The committee to whom was recommitted the determining ef a 
principle upon which the American Bible Society Mill aid in printing 
and distributing the Bible in foreign languages, beg leave to repoi:t: 

" That they are of opinion that it is expedient to withdraw their for- 
mer report on the particular case, and to present the following mi tk$ 
general principle, 

" By the constitution of the American Bible Society, its managere 
are, in the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, restricted to auch copies 
as are without note or comment, and in the English language, loihe 
version in common use. 
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** The design of these restrictions clearly seems to have been to sim- 
plify and mark out the duties of the society ; so that all the religious 
denominations of which it is composed, might harmioniously unite in 
performing those duties. 

** As the managers are now called to aid extensively in circulating 
the Sacred Scriptures in languages other than tlie English, they deem 
it their duty, in conformity with the obvious spirit of their compiict, 
to adopt the following resolution, as the rule of their conduct in mak- 
ing appropriations for the circulation of the scriptures in all foreign 
tongues. 

l8t. Resotvedf That in appropriating money for the translating, printing, or distri- 
buting qf the Sacred Scriptures in foreign languages, the managers feel at liberty to 
encourage only such versions as conform in the principles of their translation to the 
common English version ; at least, so far as that all the religious denominations re- 
presented in this society, can consistently use and circulate said versions in their 
eeversl schools and communities. 

2dly. Retolved, That a copy of the above preamble and resolution be sent to each 
of the minsionary boards, accustomed to receive pecuniary aid from the society, with 
m request that the same may be transmitted to their respective missionary stations, 
where the scriptures may be in process of translation ; and that also the several mission 
boards be inf(»rmcd, that their applications for aid must be accompanied with a declara- 
tion, that the versions which they propose to circulate are executed in accordance with 
the above resolution. 

We will suppose that the preamble and resolution are sent, as re- 
quired, to a missionary who is ignorant of the circumstances which 
led the Board to adopt them. What u&e could he make of this new * 
mle by which he is to govern himself in the execution of his responsi- 
ble task ? His version, he is told, must conform in ihe principles of its 
translation to the common English version. What principles ? There 
were many by which the authors of that version were guided, some of 
which, it is presumed, no one would now approve. This requisition, 
▼ague as it is in itself, is rendered still more so by the qualification 
which follows. It is added, "at least so far as that all the leUgious 
denominations represented in this society, can consistently use and 
circulate said versions." How far would this be ? An honest trans- 
lator might be excused for feeling some anxiety on this point. If he 
were willing to yield to the force of circumstances, and to submit his 
conscience in some points to the dictation of others, he would still, if 
any moral sensibility were left, be soHcitous to know how far these 
different denominations were disposed to exact this criminal compli- 
ance. For criminal he must feel it to be, since just so far as they re- 
quired him to depart from what he himself held to be just principles of, 
translation, he would be the^onscious instrument of giving to the world, 
as Divine truth, not what he beheved to be the word of God, but what 
he knew to be the word of man. Or if we suppose the action of these 
principles to be wholly negative, requiring only that certain things 
should be suppressed in the translation, he might still, professing to 
give to a heathen nation the whole word of God, feel some honest so- 
iieitttde to know how much would remain, after seven different deno- 
minations had been allowed to abstract whatever each considered un- 
favourable to its own interests. 
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A read J answer tp these questions is found in the historj of tb« 
transaction, which led to tiie adoption of the resolution. No reader of 
that history is at a loss to perceive in what principles of translation con- 
formity is required, and how far that conformity must extend. Had 
Messrs. Pearce and Yates informed the Board, that baptize and its de- 
rivatives had, in obedience to the resolution, been transferred into their 
Bengali version of the New Testament, or had Mr. Judson declared 
the same respecting his Burmese Bible, what further conformity to the 
English version in the principles of translation, would have been re- 
quired ? Enough! The sole object of the resolution was to cut off 
frc»m the patronage of the society, every translation of the scriptures in 
which baptizo is rendered to immerse. 

But if the measure itself is objectionable, its form is equally so. So 
long as the action of the Board had respect only to "the particular 
case," it had at least the merit of meeting the question fairly. But the 
expedient of a general principle, which never was designed to be ap- 
plied beyond " the particular case," was unworthy of the American 
Bible Society. Such an institution should have none but noble ends, 
" and these should be attained by noble means." On this period of its 
history, good and upright men of future times, will look back with pity 
and surprise. 

* But it is our duty to present still another aspect of this resolution. 
The Baptists are accused of having acted in the discussion of this 
subject, under the influence of a sectarian spirit. They have mani- 
fested, it is said, none of that disposition to sacrifice denominational 
interest, which has characterized the other sects represented in the 
society, who have freely conceded all which they require their Baptist 
brethien to yield, and all which is necessary to secure the peace and 
harmonious co-operation of all parties. 

Let us briefly examine this point. 

So far as relates to the measure on which we are animadvertingi 
there are but two sects in this society. One of these sects considers 
immersion of the body in water as essential to the ordinance of. bap- 
tism, and this ordinance as essential to a profession of the Christian 
faith. They believe that this is all clearly exhibited in the original 
scriptures, and that a man cannot faithfully translate them without 
. making this as clear in his version as it is in the original. The other 
sect professes to regard the mode of administering this rite as compa- 
ratively unimportant, and not very definitely prescribed in the scriptures. 
They are therefore wilhng that the word, by which this ordinance is 
designated, should remain untranslated, i. e. be transferred into their 
versions. 

This is called concession. — It is appealed to as proof of a disposi- 
tion to sacrifice personal interest to the general good. From this view 
we beg leave to dissent. We think our brethren very justly appreciate 
this spirit of concession, but are unhappily mistaken in the party to 
whom it belongs. 

It IS well understood that your ablest scholars of every age, have, on 
the question of philology, asserted the correctness of our views. Their 
own practice these scholars have defended on the ground of conveni- 
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enee mofely, regarding the mode of an eziemal rite at a matter of in- 
diflerence. The most that they have claimed in opposition to q% it, 
that the rite may not in aU cases during the age of the apostles, have 
been administered according to our belief. To those who cannot, at 
scholars, and as honest men, translate the word according to their own 
practice, it must be a convenience — not a concession to transfer it. 

But we have not done with this claim to the spirit of concession. 
The Baptists have contributed freely to the funds of the society, with- 
out requiring that your translators should be trainmelled in the execu« 
tion of their sacred trust, by any reference to our views. To the great 
Head of the Church they are responsible, not to us. We only claim 
that those translations, for which we are accountable to the same Di- 
vine master, shall be made on principles for which we can answer at 
his bar : that we be free to discharge this most sacred duly according 
to the dictates of our conscience, not yours. Had this spirit of con- 
eession characterized both parties m the Board, we might still have la- 
boured together in harmony. 

Our brethren who differ from us as to the mode of Baptism, hare 
not been molested when they have chosen to translate haptizo in ac- 
cordance with their own practice. We are aware that the instances 
are comparatively few in which they have availed themselves of this 
privilege, and that such instances will probably be still fewer in time to 
come. It is not likely they will often find a translator competent to his 
task, who, if required to translate the word, would express its meaning 
otherwise than is done in our versions. The most which he can do for 
his denomination is to transfer it. Thus the resolution, while it wrests 
from the Baptists all which the other sects in the Board would ask 
them to concede, secures to that sect every right which they can con- 
scientiously exercise. If this is a just representation of the case, w« 
think it can no longer be a question whether the society has, in th« 
adoption of these measures, totally disregarded the principles of its 
constitution. According to that instrument and the contemporaneous 
exposition of it, given by its first Board of managers, the society is 
bound to aid, to the extent of its ability, in circulating the scriptures 
among the heathen nations, ** in the received versions where they exist, 
and in the most faithful where they may be required." A version of 
the New Testament, of acknowledged excellence, is presented for its 
patronage. The aid solicited is refused, because a word descriptive of 
on external rite is conscientiously translated in accordance with thii 
author's views, but not with those of a majority in the society. None 
of the great principles of Christianity, of the religion of the Bible, ar« 
committed in this case. The way of life and salvation by Je^us Christ 
is taught with unimpeachable fidelity. But the reader of this version 
also learns that the rite by which the believer testifies his faith in Christ, 
is immersion of the body in water. A majority of the Board of the 
society believe that it may be done as well, by applying a little water to 
the face, or pouring it on' the head. For this diiflference, the American 
Bible Society refuses to aid in giving the word of life to half the hea- 
then worid. 

We assert, moreovmr, that the society has, in these resolutioBS> di- 
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recllj violated its aonstitution, by adopting (he English TeraiMWi 
standard in any sense, for foreign translations. We have already shows 
the actual purpose for which it was adopted. But we maintain that it 
cannot, consistently with the constitution, be assumed as a standard ia 
any sense. The society is bound, according to its ability, to give to 
heathen nations the Word of God, not of man, not adulterated by 
man. But by this resolution it declares its determination, never to give 
to any heathen nation the entire word of God translated. 

The principles, on which a translation of the scriptures shoald bs 
made, have been thoroughly investigated, and he who has made them 
his study, will seldom be at a loss for a guide which he may follow 
with confidence. Were it deemed desirable to subject them to furtbor 
examination, not for the purpose of controlling the conscience bf the 
translator, but to furnish a g'-ateful help in his labours, the best talents 
and learning of the age would have been honoured by being called to 
the service of the society. But rejecting all these advantages, the so- 
ciety adopts as its standard, a version executed when the science of 
translation was imperfectly understood, by men who M^ere not pennitted 
to follow implicitly even the hght of their own age. The plea which 
has been urged in favour of this course, viz., that the common Eog^sh 
version is by name adopted as the only one to be circulated in cor 
country, is not even a plausible defence. This is the excepuoo, not 
the rule. 

Wherever there exists a " received version," though confessedly im- 
perfect, there are many reasons why it should be circulated in prefer* 
ence to a new and improved one. But if a new version is required, 
there can be but one sentiment in regard to it, " Let it be faithfuL'' 
The mind spontaneously revolts at any measure which would debar 
the translator from aiming at the highest attainable perfection in his 
holy 'work. How the American Bible Society could deem it consisU 
ent with the obligations imposed by its constitution to erect any tach 
barrier, to require that the translator faithfully represent, not the inspir- 
ed originals, but the peculiarities of King James's version, is a probfem 
which nothing can solve but a knowledge of the exigencies oj theoceth 
9ion. We commend the details of this transaction to the notice of the 
future historian of the church ; he might otherwise be at a loss how to 
answer the inquiry, *' into what strait were the managers of the Ame- 
rican Bible Society driven, when they found themselves compelled to 
adopt the English version as the standard for their foreign translations V* 
We respectfully ask whether he will be able to trace any analogy be- 
tween this act of the society, and the preference given by the duirch 
of Rome to the Latin vulgate over the same inspired originals % 

These remarks apply with equal force to the quaUfying clause, '*at 
least so far as that all the religious denominations represented ia this 
society, can consistently use and circulate said versionr" The time 
arrives when it is thought nt^cessary to settle some principle on which 
the society will aid in printing and distributing the Bible in foreign lan- 
guages. Does it resolve, in accordance with the character which it 
has hitherto sustained, and with the principles of its own constitatieB, 
that every translation which receives its patronage shall be as perfect 
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prineipUf that it wm give to heathen nations, not the word of God, but 
such a modification of it, as will suit the interests of each and all the 
various denominations represented in the society ! Was it possible for 
this institution, with all its high and hitherto just pretensions, to assume 
a more humiliating attitude ? 

For this course there was not the plea of necessity, or even of ex- 
pediency. No plan could be devised for foreign distribution, no favour- 
able to the general interests of truth, and so just to all connected with 
the society, as that on which it has hitherto acted. For multiplying 
versions of the scriptures, it must, to a great extent, be indebted to the 
labours of missionaries stationed in heathen lands. Of the fidelity 
with which these versions may be executed, satisfactory proofs can 
aiwajTS be given. It is to be hoped that such proofs may generally be 
found in the character of the missionary, and of those by whom he is 
emfdoyed* 

No other plan has yet been suggested in which different Christian 
sects can consistently unite in the distribution of the versions. In the 
publication of tracts, of volumes for Sunday schools, ^c, different 
sects may unite on the ground of mutual concession, and may properly 
submit to their *' committees of publication/' the revision of works 
prepared by men for the benefit of the church. But such a compro- 
mise among Christian sects, as that which is contemplated in the reso- 
lution, is wholly inconsistent witn the estimation in which they profess 
to hold THfi SCRIPTURES. Such a compromise is equally inconsistent 
with the obligations of the translator. 

He is bound to express in his version the exact sense of the original, 
as he himself understands it. How can he do otherwise without dar- 
ing impiety, while he professes to give God's word to men ? We are 
sure that we speak the common sense of mankind, when we say, if he 
acts on any other principle, he is a traitor to the highest trust that was 
ever delegated to man. It is not his business to judge whether God 
has revealed too much or too little ; whether he has made the revela- 
tion too clear or too obscure, but to show in his version just whcU is re- 
vealed, and as it is revealed. We make no distinction here between 
^eat things and small. We contend for a scrupulous adherence to 

iust principles, as the only ground for security. So long as the trans- 
ator keeps within these principles, he may be safely trusted. But he 
yields every claim to our confidence, when he avows that he may, in 
any things depart from the original, whether it be to suit the errors or 
the caprices of those who sustain him, or the circumstances of the 
times, and of the people for whom he translates. 

The only basis, therefore, on which different sects can consistently 
unite in the distribution of new versions of the scriptures, is that of 
mutual eonfdenee, confidence that each will employ competent and 
faithful translators, who will '* endeavour by earnest prayer and dili- 
gent study, to ascertain the precise meaning of the original text, and to 
express that meaning as exactly as the nature of the languages, into 
which they shall translate the Bible, will permit." 

We cannot leave this topic, without adverting to the fact (and we 
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shall only advert to it) that some, at leaat, of the advocatee of thii 
measure, seem not to have duly considered the dangerous jpower wilfa 
which they would invest the American Bible Society. It is mainttiii- 
ed that, in the exercise of this power, the society wUl hinder the circO' 
lation of corrupted and mutilated copies of the scriptures. One sect 
has been particularly alluded to, as in a peculiar sense the ^ enemies of 
the cross of Christ." The society, it is thought, will render an impor- 
tant service to the cause of truth by the restraints which it will impue 
on the operations of that sect. 

Is this the language of protestants ! In a land of rehgious fre^om 
are we fostering a NATIONAL INSTITUTION, which ia tawitW 
this tremendous power over the very sources of the religious laith of 
mankind ; not by arguments addressed to the understanding and cob- 
science, but by the decrees which shall issue from its council cham* 
bers! 

With this exposition of our views of the princi{Jes on which Uui 
society has resolved to act in an important department of its (atcure la- 
bours, we resign the places which we hold in this Board. We believe 
we have justified to the world the assertion which we now make^ that 
this separation has not been sought by us. We are compelled to with- 
draw from the society, whose labours we should still havo esteemed it 
a privilege and an honour to share, had it continued faithful to its ori- 
ginal principles. 

Signed, Leonard Blsbckbr» . 
Wm. Colgate, 
Wm. Wintkrton, 

New- York, May, IS37. Geo. Colgate. 
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Protest presented to the British and Foreign Bible Society^ ^Moftck 6, 

1837. 

The undersigned Ministers of the Baptist denomination, feeling it 
incumbent upon them, as a solemn matter of conscience and duty, to 
bear their individual and united testimony against the Resolution of the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, refusing aid to 
the Bengali translation of the New Testament, executed by the Bap- 
tist Missionaries at Calcutta, because "the words for baptize, ^c, are 
rendered by words signifying immersion ;" and understanding that 
grants to several of the versions prepared by the late venerable Dr. 
Carey have long been suspended on the same ground ; submit the fid- 
lowing statement to the members of that Society, and deliberately pub- 
lish it to the world as an act to which they are impelled by a fiiithful 
regard for the interests of truth. 

In common with their fellow Christians, they have been accustomed 
cheerfully to labour in the ranks of the British and Foreign BiUe So- 
ciety, and will yield to none in sincere and ardent attachment to its 
catholic constitution and noble design. They have rejoiced in its 
prosperity with honest delight ; have sympathized in its difficoltiea 
with unaffected sorrow ; and with lively gratitude have glorified God, 
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bacauaa he has given it the pre-eminence over ail kindred institutions, 
and crowned its efforts with unexampled success. 

It iSy consequently, with deep regret that they feel themselves called 
upon to express their conviction of the uDsoundness of the principles 
csn which, in the present instance, its Committee has acted. They 
would filadly have continued in quiet and unobtrusive co-operation 
with it in their respective circles, each, according to his ability, pro- 
moting its object, and all loving its unsectarian spirit. But in the 
present crisis they cannot be silent. They can be no parties to what 
appears to them a departure from the original integrity of its pro- 
ceedings, nor can they witness an attempt to evade translation, and 
thus to conceal from the heathen a portion of the word of God, with- 
out lifting up their solemn remonstrance against it. 

From the correspondence which has passed on this subject between 
the Baptist Missionary Committee and the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, they perceive that every proper method 
has been employed by the former, but employed in vain, to prevent 
Uia conclusion which has at length been reached ; and no hope being 
now left of inducing an alteration in this decision, they solemnly enter 
their protest against it. 

1st, Because, in their estimation, it is the primary duty of a transla- 
tor to ascertain the precise meaning of the original text, and then to 
express that meaning as exactly as the nature of the language into 
which he translates it will admit. He is not at liberty to leave un- 
translated any word, the signification of which he knows, and can 
render hy an equivalent term ; and if he should do so, he is thereby 
gailtyoi keeping back part of the counsel of God. Two of Arch- 
bishop Newcome's rules for the conduct of a translator support this 
reason: — 

** Rule I. The translator should express every word in the original 
by a literal rendering, where the English idiom admits of it, and 
where, not only purity, but perspicuity and dignity of expression 
can be preserved." 

** Role XII. The critical sense of passages should be considered, 
and not the opinions of any denomination of Christians what- 
ever." 

** The translators should be philologists, and not controversialists." 

2. Because it is the province of the Biitish and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety to afford impartial aid to all futhful translations of the Holy 
Scnptores, not erecting itself into a tribunal of biblical criticism, nor 
taking upon itself, by the suppression of any part of inspired truth, to 
attempt a compromise between various denominations of Christians. 

8. Because, the question being purely philological, a conscientious 
objection cannot be taken against the rendering given by the Mission- 
auieSf unless it be alleged that such rendering is unfaithful, which al- 
legation, so far as the undersigned are aware, is not advanced ; but 
simply that it is '* considered objectionable by other denominations of 
Chnstians composing the Bible Society." 

4. Because, were the principle admitted, that translators are not 
bound, to convey into other tongues the true signification of words 
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which may happen to involve controversies existing among difiarentds' 
nominations of Christians, but in deference to the prevailing party nty 
leave such words covered with a convenient, and, to all but learned 
men, an impenetrable veil, many other words immediately occur whicb 
should be thus treated ; while truth, conscience, and inspiration would 
be sacrificed at the shrine of secular expediency, or party discomon. 

5. Because the British and Foreign Bible Society circulates on tiie 
continent of Europe, and in the eastern parts of the world, several 
versions of the New Testament, in which the words now proposed to 
be left untranslated are translated in a similar manner to that adopted 
by the Baptist Missionaries. 

6. Because the Resolution of the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Bible Soicety, while it professes to be founded on a general 
principle, affects only a particular case, the wii6le Christian cborcb 
being on the question at issue divided into two sections, those who 
do, and those who do not baptize by immersion. By adopting the 
course of which we complain, the Bible Society descends fix>m its hif^ 
pre-eminence as a Catholic Institution, ceases to be an incorporation 
of Christians of every community, and becomes essentially sectarian 
in its principle and practice. 

7. Because those members of the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety who are also members of the Established Church, with singular in- 
consistency unite in withholding aid for the reason assigned, staee 
their church has expressly enjoined that mode of administering the or- 
dinance of baptism which the terms employed in the Baptist transla- 
tions describe, and allows no other but as an exception in cases speci- 
iically mentioned. 

8. Because the principle, — now, it is believed, for the first time liud 
down, — that new versions, in order to obtain the support of the' British 
and Foreign Bible Society, must in disputed points ccmform ** to the 
practice resorted to in the English and other Versions,'* is fatal to that 
moral independence and strict fidehty which are among the primary 
qualifications of a translator of the Scriptures, and cannot, it is con- 
fidently presumed, be acted upon in many other instances, however 
readily it may be adopted in the present case. 

9. Because, although the Vulgate, which is followed in this in- 
stance by the English Version and some others in the western parts of 
Europe, leaves the words in question untranslated, this chcumstance 
is not attributable to any difierence of opinion existing at the time in 
which it first appeared, as to the true meaning of the words them* 
selves, the baptismal rite being then and for many centuries afterwards 
administered only bv immersion ; in confirmation of which it may be 
sufficient here to cite the authority of Bossuet, the Roman Cathdic, 
and of the Protestant Episcopalian, Whitby. The words of the for- 
mer are as follows : '* We are able to make it appear, by the aets of 
councils and by the ancient rituals, that for thirteen hundred tbabs 
baptism was thus administered throughout the whole churchy as &r as 
was possible." And the following are the words of the latter : ** And 
this immersion being religiously observed by all Christums for THUh 
TEEN CENTURIES, and approvod by our chureh, and the change of it 
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into sprinkiiiig, even without any allowance from the Author of this 
institution, or any license from any council of the church, being that 
which the Romanist still urgeth to justify his refusal of the cup to the 
htity ; it were to be wished that this custom might be again of general 
use, and aspersion only permitted, as of old, in case of the clinici, or 
in present danger of death." 

In putting forth this protest, the undersigned do not intend to con* 
vey the idea that each and all of the foregoing reasons were felt with 
equal Torce by every individual, some having been influenced in a 
greater degree by one, and others by another ; but they all concur in 
expressing unfeigned sorrow that the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society has, by this measure, placed that institution on 
what they deem an unconstitutional and unscriptural ground, and in 
bearing their deliberate and public testimony against it. 

In conclusion tlicy state, that they feel, as they trust, in its full 
weight, the responsibility of the position in which they place them- 
sdves by this public act, yet from tha^ responsibility they do not 
shrink. Having thus discharged a painful but imperative duty, they 
are satisfied to leave the cause of truth, for which alone they are con- 
cerned, in the hands of Him, to whom it emphatically belongs, and 
who so works out the issues of all things as to promote its ultimate 
triumph, and therein to secure his own glory. 
Jab. Acwobtb, A*M., Pres'tof Hor- Thus. 8. Caisp, Theological Tntor 

ton Coll., Bradford, Yorkshire. . of Baptist College, Bristol 

W. H. MnaoH, Theological Tutor John Dyer Seoretary to Baptist 

of Stepney College Mission, Camberwell 

IsAUH BiRT, Hackney Chas. Stovel, Prescott-at., London 

J. M. Cramp, St. Peters, Sec^y. to Edward Steanb, Camberwell 

the Isle of Thaoet Bible Soc'y. Th*8. Thomas, Theological Tntor of 
F. A. Cox, D. D., L. L. D., Hackney the Baptist College, Pontypool 

I. GL FuLJLER, Westb'y, near Bristol James Hobt, D. D., Birmingham 
Thomas Price, D. P. Devonshire, Joseph Belcher, Greenwich. 

Square, London 
Witn more than six hundred Baptist Ministers of Great Britian. 
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From the London ItopHrtWfjrfae of Fabnury, 183S. 

Retfiew ofHinUnCn Letter to Lard Bexley^ President of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and of the Constitution, ^c, of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

A SOLEMN oath is exacted in our courts of justice from every man 
who undertakes to interpret a deposition which is made in a foreign 
language. Whatever may be his reputation for integrity or learning, 
whatever his experience in the work, the faithfulness of his translation 
most be attested by a sanction as awful as that which binds the ori- 
ginal witness to speak '* the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth.** And if an oath for confirmation is ever desirable, it is in snch 
a case as this ; for, supposing the conrt to be unacqnainted with the 
language in which the testimony is given, the decision which is to take 
away property, liberty, or life, may be determined by the accuracy or 
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ioaccuracy of the translation. The spirit of a traosactioa is sometiniM 
indicated by a single phrase which was employed by the par^ to 
whom the investigation refers; the proof of guilty knowledge on tly 
one hand, or innocence of purpose on the other, may depend on the 
precise meaning of a word : every thing in such a case is at the m^rcy 
of the interpreter. Suppression and interpolation may be equally de- 
trimental. How anxious will a conscientious man be at such a time to 
make use of terms exactly equivalent to those which the witness his 
uttered! What irrepai able mischiefs might ensue, were the transla- 
tor to allow himself to be influenced by a pecuniary bribe, or by the 
partialities of friendship ! He is required therefore to swear "^ to make 
true interpretation of the evidence, according to the best of his skill 
and understanding." 

Indeed, in cases of a less urgent character, the duties of a transla- 
tor are important and weighty. He is bound in honour to give as just 
a view as he can of the meaning of a writer, whose opinions he pro- 
fessedly reports. A celebrated author on the continent, whose pro? 
found learning and patient industry have been expended in some lap 
bonous researches, could not refrain from tears, it is said, when con- 
versing recently with a traveller from this country, while deploring .the 
manner in which one of his principal works had been presented to the 
British public. He had received, in his own apprehension, an injury 
of the severest character, from a translator whose sentiments, in some 
points, differed from his own, in having his opinions incorrectly repre- 
sented to a nation for whom he entertained a high regard, and among 
whom, above all others, he wished to be in good repute. No ingen- 
uous mind can contemplate without sorrow the painful emotions ofone 
who« having devoted years of toil to an interesting investigation, re- 
garded himself as deprived of anticipated usefulness and honour by 
the want of skill or the party spirit of his translator. 

How solemn, then, is the responsibility which belongs to him who 
undertakes to translate any portion of the sacred oracles ! Especially 
if the originals be out of the reach of his readers, and his version be 
the only one from which they can learn what divine mercy has reveal- 
ed, by how many sanctions is he bound to give a view as accurate and 
complete as possible of every sentence which resulted from the inspi- 
ration of a holy and a jealous God ! The prophet himself was not un- 
der more awful obligation to portray the vision just as he saw it, with- 
out deduction or colouring of his own, or to record the precise lan- 
guage which he heard when the still small voice of Deity fell upon his 
ear, than is the translator to give, to the best of his ability, the exact 
image of the thought which the prophet actually expressed in his own 
mother tonguo. '' Thou shalt not add thereto or diminish therefrom," 
is a precept which should ever be present to his mind, and impressed 
upon his heart. This duty has been recognised and acknowleclged 
by the most eminent cultivators of sacred literature. The tnmslators 
who have rendered most freely have sought to fulfil it, as well as those 
who are most literal in their style. *' The first and principal business 
of a translator," says Lowth, '< is to give the plain literal and gramma- 
tical sense of his author ; the obvious meaning of his words, phrases, 
and sentences ; and to express them in the language into which he 



translates, as far as may be, in equivalent words, phrases, and aen- 
teoccs. Whatever indulgence may be allowed him m other respects — 
however excusahle he may be if he fail of attaining the elegance, ths 
spirit, the sublimity of his author — which will generally be in soma 
degree the case, if his author excels nt all in ti:t>se qualities — want of 
fidelity admits of no excuse, and is entitled to no indulgence." 

The temptation to blink oeriam questions, is, however, frequently 
strong in the translation of authoritative documents; and the transla- 
tors of the inspired volume especially ought to be on their guard 
against this danger, as arising either from their own prepossessions, or 
the prepossessions of their friends. To leave a Gref.k word untransla- 
ted, is to withhold from the unlearned reader a complete translation of 
the writing in which it occurs. It is to throw him back upon other 
resources for the interpretation of the passage ; to render him de- 
pendent for instruction on other books, or on livmg teachers ; to trans- 
fer him again to the guidance of the clergy. Ilia, as far as that pas- 
sage is concerned, to render the rule of faith, not the Scripture but its 
interpreter, the church. It was an expedient, therefore, to which the 
Roman party had recourse, in order to keep the laity partially in ihe 
dark, when they found they could not keep them in the dark whollj, 
butmust allow them something that should be called a translation.— 
The crafty Bishop Gardner, in particular, hnding in the latter part of 
the Reign of Henry VHI. that to withhold an English testament was 
impossible, maintained that there were many words in the New Tes- 
tament of such majesty, that they were not to be translated ; but must 
stand in the English Bible as they were in the Latin. A hundred of 
these he put into a written list, which was read in convocation. " His 
design in this," says Burnet, " was visible ; that if a translation must 
be made, it should be so daubed all through with Latin words, that the 
peopleshould not understand it much the better for its being in En- 
lUsh. A taste of this the reader may have by the first twenty of them : 
teciesia, pmnilentia, ponlifex, anctlia, contritus, oloeausla, jaslilia, juiti- 
fieatio, idiola, elementa, baptizare, martyr, adorare, sandaliam, simpler, 
tetrarcka, saerameniutn, simularhrum, gloria. The design he had of 
keeping some of these, particularly the last save one, is plain enough; 
that the people might not discover that visible opposition which was 
between the Scriptares and the Roman church in the matter of images. 
This could not be belter palliated, than by disguising these places 
with words that the people understood not." 

King James the first adopted partially the bishop's plan, when, in 
the hope of superseding the Geneva Bible, which he abhorred, and 
which was beconiing increasingly popular, he yielded so far to the ex- 
pressed wishes of the Puritans, as to aubmit Parker's Bible to that re- 
vision which produced the version now in common use. The learned 
men to whom he committed the work were required lo do homage to 
his royal wisdom, by compliance with fourteen inslrucliona, of which 
this was the third : " The old ecclesiastical words lo be kept, as the 
word church not to be translated congregation," &c. And his transla- 
tors, having acted nnder his guidance, boasted of the just medium 
which they had observed between popish midnight and puritanical sun- 
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shine. Thej say, *' We have on the one side avoided the tcrupulosity 
of the paritans, who leave the old ecclesiastical words and betake 
them to other, as when they put washing for haplism^ and tat^r^m' 
hmi instead of ckwrch: as also, on the other side, we have shunned the 
obscurity of the papists, in their agymes, tunike^ rational^ hoioeautis, 
prepuce, pasche, and a number of such like, whereof their late transla- 
tion is full, and that of purpose to darken the sense, that since they 
must needs translate the Bible, yet, by the language thereof, it may be 
kept from being understood.'* 

We will not on the present occasion descant on the effect which this 
retention of " old ecclesiastical words" has had on the progress of di- 
vine truth in this country. This might furnish grave matter for re- 
mark, if we were engaged on some other questions; questions on 
which we should have our Presbyterian and Independent brethren on 
the same side as ourselves. But we must put the inquiry to our read- 
ers. Is this translation, made under the guidance of an earthly king, or 
is the Greek text, which was writtcm by the apostles, to be the stand- 
ard of faith and practice to the millions of India ? Will they consent 
that our brethren, who are wearing out their lives in exertion to give 
the heathen the word of God, should have rivetted upon them any one 
of the fetters with which king James bound his bishops and their co- 
adjutors ? Are their consciences to be left free, or are they to be 
shackled ? We rejoice that the Baptist missionaries have all remain- 
ed firm, considering themselves to be set for the defence and confirma- 
tion of every portion of the gospel, maintaining their plea of iresponsi- 
bility to a Master in heaven. They have been assailed in the most vul- 
nerable part, and with the most formidable weapons. It is easier by 
far to bear reproach, and scorn, and hatred, than it is to sustain ap- 
peals to candour, modesty, and the love of union ; especially when 
those appeals are made by friends whose piety is undoubted, and 
whose benevolence has been amply proved. This is indeed a trial of 
integrity, when Christian brethren whom you love, whose wisdom you 
respect, and whom you would be deUghted to gratify, call upon yon to 
give up some particle of your principles to the preservation of unity in 
a society to which you are attached, and to the judgment of men whom 
you honour. To such an ordeal, however. Baptist translators have 
been subjected ; but each one has retained his integrity, apparently re- 
garding himself as sworn '' to make true interpretation of the evidence 
according to the best of his skill and understanding." 

The question respecting the translation or transference of the word 
baptizo into the Indian languages, is not a question of recent date. In 
the year 1813, writing to Mr. Hughes, the secretary of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, a man to whom it was peculiarly difficult 
to refuse any thing, because of his habitual candour and amcsnity, Mr. 
Fuller says, '* In a letter which I lately received from Dr. Carey, he 
mentions having received one from you, inquiring in what way cer- 
tain words were rendered in their translations. He wished me to in- 
form you tiiat they had rendered (iairri^ by a word that signifies to ' 
imnursey and hcufKonoc by a word that signifies an overseer." Mr. 
Hughes repUed, *^ I thank you for the information respecting Dr. Ca- 
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rcj* TIm reodering which ooncernt baptism, I might d«Mii il proper 
to exchange for the undefined one adopted in our version^ especiallj 
considering the circumstances under which oriental versions are pro* 
ceeding. This however is submitted, with deference, as an opinion 
from which, I am sensible, wiser and better men decisively differ.'* — 
The subject, then, attracted attention a quarter of a century ago ; but 
no practical result accrued. Dr. Carey persevered in his course, and 
the Bible Society continued to aid him. Within the last few years, 
however, a decided stand has been made against the rendering of hap» 
tizo. Episeopos is at present in abeyance ; but the Bible Society bae 
determined to withhold assistance from a translation of the New Testa- 
ment, whose general excellence is not only unimpeached, but freely 
acknowledged, unless " the Greek termo relating to baptism be render- 
ed, either according to the principle adopted by the translators of the 
English authorized version, by a word derived from the original, or by 
such terms as may be considered unobjectionable by the other denomi- 
nations of Christians composing the Bible Society." 

Mr. Hinton's Letter to Lord Bexley on this subject is worthy of his 
reputation for acuteness and mental vigour. It gives a condensed but 
lucid view of the question, and illustrates forcibly the untenable nature 
of that position which the Bible Society has taken. The whole of it 
deserves to be read by all who are interested in the integrity of Scrip- 
ture, and to be circulated throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. We will, however, give a few pointed extracts. 

** I have thus far considered the justice of the resolution of the Commit- 
tee ; permit me, further, to investigate its expediency* And here 1 main* 
tain that, if it eonld be justified, it could not be shown to be wise. They 
attempt to ** adjust the difference" r«^«c^i7tg baptism^ by recommending 
the transfer of the Greek word ; but what can they do towards adjusting 
the numerous other differences, doctrinal and ecclesiastical, which exist 
between the different sections of the religious world? There are as stub- 
born diversities of opinion concerning the words knioKonoq (bishop) iroeafivTegof 
(elder,) and kiutknaia (church,) a^ there can be about parrri^u (baptize ;) 
and if the party strife notoriously existing, respecting the proper rendering 
of them, were to come before the Committee of the Bible Society, are we 
to suppose that they would direct these words likewise to be transferred, in- 
stead of being translated ? What would they then do with Terayfuvoc (ordain« 
ed,) and vpoiyvu (to foreknow?) Must these be transferred to the language of 
the pagans too ? And where would they stop? Or where, consistently, 
could they stop, until they had forbidden the translation of every disputed 
term, and ordered them all to be transferred into every language under 
heaven? And all this to make the Bible intelligible to the heathen ! So 
for iexample, with the passage. Acts xiii. 48, *' As many as were ordained to 
eternal life, believed." Because a Calvinist understands the word **ordained** 
Ttray^hfoi as referring to the purpose of Qod and an Arminian as referring to 
the disposition of men: the Bible Society Committee, upon the case being 
brought before them, will adjudge that the word be not translated, bat 
transferred ; and that the pagans, by way of having an intelligible Bible, be 
tanght that ** As many as were tetagmenoed to eternal life, believed .'" la 
the case of Pairri^o (baptize,) the Committee '*fall back on the practice of 
the Eng^b version.'* But would this satisfy the Presbyterian, the Coaj;re* 
gationa^ or the Lutheran ? We have a long list of ecclesiastical teraM 
which luDg James ordered our translators to retain, right or wrong ; and 
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we know the fraudulent design with which Tranj^a (passoTer) has beta 
translated Easter. Acts xii. 4. And is this version to be made in every 
point the standard for all new translations, and its admitted errors and de- 
fects to be propagated, without remedy, under the whole heaven ? It is 
impossible. 

**I have now done, my lord, with the first branch of the alternative offer- 
ed us by the Committee. J come next to the second. And if 'the first ii 
bad, the second is far worse. We are recommended to render paircU/* 
(baptize,) by a term '"which may not he considered objectionable by the other 
denominations of Christians composing the Bible Society.' It would 
be wrong, doubtless, to give unnecessary oSence '^ nor, so far as appears, 
have our brethren been accused of it. The word they have used to denote 
immersion, is as inoffensive as any word can be which denotes the same 
thing; while it is very well known, that no word meaning immersion wotld 
be considered * unobjectionable.' The recommendation of the Committee, 
therefore, goes upon the principle, that the primary object of a translator 
should be coDciliation rather than fidelity, — that he should seek to please 
men rather than God, — that he should sacrifice truth to love! Strange 
and fearful doctrine I No. Precious as love is, it must not be purchased 
at the sacrifice of truth. Nor could any love which is worth possessing be 
purchased at such a cost. A man who could make such a sacrifice to the 
good opinion of his brethren would only deserve to be despised', and he 
would soon meet with his desert. The dignity and value of truth, the au- 
thority of God, the welfare ofimmortal souls, all forbid this guilty and fata) 
surrender. Most deeply do I deplore that, in such an age as the present, 
when the translation of the holy Scriptures is carried on by so many hands^ 
and into so many languages, (he sentiment on which I am remarking 
should have been promulgated, and more especially from a quarter so like- 
ly to be influential. With me, denominational considerations arenas no- 
thing, in comparison with my desire to extract this element of poison frem 
the fountain of biblical translation. In ihe name of all that is honest and 
faithful, either towards God, himself, or his fellow-sinner, let every men 
who is employed in this work , render every word into what he believes to he 
its meaning. In what way else is any translator to clear his conscience?— 
Or in what way else is any satisfactory approach to be made towards giving 
to the nations the * lively oracles' of God ? 

*'Letit only be supposed that a translatorof the word of God takes the re^ 
commendation given him by the Committee, and ponders at every step whe- 
ther the word he is employing will * be considered objectionable' by Chris- 
tians of other denominations: what must be the result of this? It will in- 
troduce into his proceedings an element directly destructive of his fidelity. 
Instead of inquiring simply, What does the Scripture mean ? he wilj have 
to ask. What will my brethren like ? Instead of conforming his work to 
the mind of God, he will bend it to the views of his fellow-Christians. How 
intolerable this must be to men of upright mind! Place an Episcopalian 
translator among Congregationalists, and he must not render kKkkiicia 
* church,' knicTKonogt * bishop,' but * congregation' and * overseer.' Place a 
Congregationalist translator among Episcopalians, and he must, in equal 
violation of his conscience, say * bishop' and * church.' Let but this role be 
applied to the whole work of translation, and the whole body of translators, 
aud ir would inflict upon them a torture absolutely intolerable. Tbcy 
would rise against it as one man, and sweep it away with irresistible indig- 
nation. On such a principle, no honest man could endure the oc<!apation. 
But this is not the worst. A source of corruption would thus be opened, 
within the very fountain of the water of life. To the whole extent of this 
influent^ the character of a tran4lator would le utterly forfeited and de- 
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glroyed, and he who should be a translator, would be composing a work of 
his own : and 3^et not of his own. but of the sentiments of those around him. It 
would be impossible to carry out such a principle through a version of the 
whole Bible, without producing a corrupted volume, deserving rather to bo 
called a caricature, than a copy of the word of God. It would also follow 
in this method, that, while every translation of the Scriptures would be 
corrupt, even these corruptions would have no uniformity. As the fellow- 
christians influencing translators in different parts of the earth will be of 
endless diversity, so must the translations be; till, ultimately, the Bible 
will be like a chameleon, having no colour of its own, but reflecting the hues 
of the objects which surround it. How far God would be honoured by such 
a process, or what would become of the purity and authority of his eternal 
tmth, I need not say; nor will I say mote, on so painful a subject, than 
this, that the havoc would be the more melancholy, for being, not the 
achievement of the great enemy of God and man, nor of wicked men devot- 
ed to his service; not the result of the infirmities of good men, failing to 
carry into perfect operation the intentions of an upright heart; but the is- 
Bue of misguided friendship, the purchase of unparalleled liberality, the 
recommemiation of the Bible Society I" 

*'I will now dismiss the resolution of the Committee, the first branch of 
which goes to give the heathen no translation at all, the second to give 
them a corrupt one. I will only add, on this subject, that the operations 
of translators and of printers of existing translations, require to be regarcl- 
ed with a watchful eye. A disposition to tamper with ancient versions al- 
ready begins to appear among some non-immersiouist brethren abroad.— 
It has been stated by Mr. W. H. Pierce, lately from Calcutta, that an edi- 
tion ofthu Armenian New Testament has not long ago been printed atShu- 
raz, with the word ftaTZTi^ij (baptize) for the ^rst time transferred : the 
word in all former editions, having been translated by a term denoting im- 
mersion. And this at the expense of the Bible Society, which aids the 
printing of the edition ! To commence a practice of altering the ancient 
versions, while retaining their names, is carrying the matter somewhat too 
far." 

The incalculable mischief of tampering with ancient rersions will 
awaken the attention, we trust, of every biblical critic. The Armeni- 
aa version is unanimously ascribed to the end of the, fourth or the 
commenoement of the fifth century ; yet its emendation is but the ap- 
plication of the principle which has been desired in reference to 
the productions of our brethren in India. Where will the Earle-street 
committee stop ? Where will they find an honourable halting-place? 
Safety, honour, usefulness, comfort, ail require their immediate return 
to their original course. 

"They have been mistaken in supposing that the measures they have 
adopted would preserve peace. They have avoided offending their Auxil- 
iary at Calcutta, but they have caused long embarrassments in their coun- 
cils at home-, and given serious umbrage to the Baptist denomination.— 
The protest they have received must show them how extensively this if 
felt; but it does not by any means disclose to them the whole influence of 
their decision. That measure was one of experiment and of hope; all uhe-> 
rior measures beins; held in abeyance, till the effect of the protest should 
be ascertained. The same state of suspense still continues, while perhaps, 
a public discussion of the matter may be in progress, and the Committee 
maybe in course of learning the opinions of their various constituencies 
throughout the country in relation to it. But already the minds of many 
are alienated, and the liberality of some is stayed ; and no mistake can be 
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mmtar, than to suppoM tbit a continued adherenco of the CommiftM 
thtir reaolntioo can conaiat with the prolonged adheaion of the BaptMC^- 
bodj to the Bible Society. It ia possible that the Coramitttee may not car^^ 
about this. Their high patronage, their increasing funds, their establishaC 
hold on the public mind, may lead them to say, in substance, * Let the Bap- 
tists leare us.* If it should be so, it will only add one to the many instances* 
in which those who have reached a lofty' elevation have forgotten the 
means by which they ascended. There was a period when such lan- 
guage would not have been held. 1 may observe, however, that the great 
question to be entertained by the Bible Society is not one of wealth, but of 
character. Ita character, catholic and noble beyond that of any other in- 
stitution, has hitherto been its wealth, and is yet of more value to it than 
the riches of both the Indies. It is yet worth while for it to consider whether 
it can afford to lose its hitherto unrivalled loveliness ; to retire from its 
pinnacle of glory, as the institution of the whole church, and shrink 
into one of the niches of the temple, as the institution of a aect,*- 
The Pjedobaftist Bibls Society !** 

But the precedent which the British and Foreign Bible Society has 
set, has unhappily been followed in America. Unhappily ? We know 
not whether that word should not be recalled ; for our Baptist brethren 
on the other side of the Atlantic have acted in the emergency with & 
promptitude and a vigour, which render it questionable whether & 
greater amount of good than of evil will not be immediately educed* 
The American pamphlets which arc named at the head of this aiticle, 
contain accounts of the proceedings and results of a magnificent-meet- 
ing which was held last April in Philadelphia. About 420 brethren 
met, who had been deputed from twenty-four out of the twenty-sii 
States in the Union, and, after three days' deliberation, organized the 
American and Foreign Bible Society. This Society is now in 
active and beneficial operation : it remains for Biitish Baptists to 
consider what course it behoves them to pursue, and to implore gui- 
dance from above. May he who gave the command, for the promul- 
gation of which, in common with his other commands, we are plead- 
ing, impart to his faithful people all the wisdom and constancy which 
the exigence requires ! If it be contiary to the principles on which 
the Bible Society is founded, that it should continue to act as it acted 
during the first hve and twenty years of its career — if it be contrary to 
its principles to allow translators of the highest attainments and piety 
to express in their versions what they deliberately believe to be the 
meaning of the inspired text — then, deeply as we shall regret it, we 
must sacrifice our attachment to a society which we loved for its 
uniting tendency, which we honoured for its extensive usefulneaai 
which we believed to be, of all human institutions, the most perfect^-* 
If the prinewUs of the Bible Society are not nick as to allow of the firm 
eMlnHon of any one portion of revealed truth to the nations, it does not 
emwer the purpose which we had fondly supposed that divine mercy had 
eissigned it, and it must come, sooner or later ^ under the froum rf tik 
Lard. 



IV. 

OOEBISPONBXNCC OF TBB OlTVER-STRIIT FxMALX BiBLB 

SOCIETT. 

This Society was our first Auxiliary, and the zeal and liberality 
of its members deserve all commendation. Having appropriated 
a large portion of their funds to constitute Ministering Brethren 
and Missionaries, Life Directors and Life Members of the Pa- 
rent Institution, we have selected for publication the following 
lettefs of acknowledgment. 

Fr^m iJu Secretary of M0 lAmdon Baptist Miseionary Sifcuty. 

London, 12th March, 1838. 

Miss Elizabeth Pine, Cor, See. \ 
OUver-sireet, F. B, S. f 

My Dear Madam, 
I am duly in possession of your kind favour of the 25th Januaryi 
apprizing me, that the ladies of the Oliver- street Female Bible Society 
bad, by a payment of one hundred and fifty dollars, constituted me a 
Life Director of the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

Be assured, dear Madam, that I feel very sensibly this distinguished 
and most unexpected token of regard from the Christian Ladies with 
whom yon are associated. I was scarcely aware that my namef was 
known to them ; I am quite conscious that I have done nothing to 
merit such a reward. It is indeed true, thai from the first, I have taken 
a lively interest in the existence and proceedings of your Bible So- 
ciety, and that I have heartily rejoiced in its growing prosperity. It 
would have gratified me not a little, to have transmitted to its woUhy 
Treasurer, a donation which would have secured me a place among its 
directors; but since I was unable to accomplish this, I am thankful, 
both to Providence and to you, that the object has been attained 
through your kind and liberal instrumentality. 

The principle on which the American and Foreign Bible Society is 
founded — rhat of giving to the nations of the earUi the most faithful 
translations of the word of God that can be procured — must com- 
mend itself to every pious heart. That many of our Christian hreh 
thren, whom we highly revere and love, should deem themselves justip 
fied in descending from that high ground, and adopting in its room, ths 
principle of expediency and mutual compromise, is indeed, much to b« 
regretted. But we may indulge the pleasing anticipation that in this, 
as well as in many other instances. Divine wisdom will glorify itself 
in advancing the interests of truth and piety, by the result of measures 
calculated to obstruct and retard them. It can scarcely be doubtedf 
that the deliberate and systematic rejection by the Bible Societies el 
Britain and America* of translations, the fidelity of which they do 90^ 
aotwithstandinff , impugn, will excite iar more 'atteatian to ths, M Tel» 
single point of difference, thin could have been attracted towards it 
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by any other means. Should the effect be a more general knowledge 
of the Divine will, and an increased obedience to it, this would surely 
be a theme of mutual congratulation among all by whom the authority 
of Christ is regarded, and to whom the interests of his kingdom are 
dear. 

In watching the progress of your recently formed Institution, it hat 
given me unspeakable satisfaction to perceive that, with a firm resolu- 
tion to maintain inviolate the dignity of inspired truth, there has been 
happily combined a spirit of fraternal respect and kindness towards tbt 
estimable brethren from whom, on this subject, we are constrained to 
differ. Nothing whatever, I humbly trust, will be allowed to interfere 
with the free and enlarged exercise of that spirit. If, through the ac- 
knowledged imperfection of their judgments, christians cannot arrive 
at the same conclusions on a variety of questions connected with that 
precious volume which forms the charter of their common salvation, 
let it at least be apparent to all, that they have effectually imbibed from 
it the sacred lesson to " love one another with a pure heart fervently.** 
When our various controversies, little and unimportant in comparison 
with the great controversy between our Almighty Lord and his rebel- 
lious creatures, are conducted under the prevailing influence of chrit- 
tian charity,, we may venture to hope for their speedy adjustment, and 
for the rapid advance of His glorious kingdom, whose advent was an- 
nounced by the proclamation of " Peace on earth, good will towards 
men, and glory to God in the highest." 

Earnestly desiring that you, my dear Madam, and the christian sis- 
ters with whom you are connected, may personally enjoy much of that 
favour which is better than life, and be rendered eminent blessings to 
your famiUes, and the various circles in which you are called to mova: 

I am yours, with sincere and grateful respect, 

JOHN DYER. 



From Isaac McCoy, Missionary, 

Washington, D. C. March 10, 1838. 

Miss Elizabeth Pine, Secretary, > 
OHver-st. F. B. S. New-York. J 

Dear Madam, 

It is with peculiar satisfaction that I acknowledge the receipt, sine* 
my arrival in this city a few days since, of your favour of the 25th 
January last, inclosing me a ceitificate of Life Membership of tht 
American and Foreign Bible Society, obtained by virtue of a contribu- 
tion of thirty dollars by the Society for which you are Secretary. 

Allow me to assure you, that in making this acknowledgment j I feel 
emotions which I can hardly suppose have been created by any similar 
occurrence. Having been about twenty years not only, in a great de- 
gree, shut out from the consolations of christian and civilized society ^ 
but destined to labour for an almost friendless people, it is particularly 
ffrateful to receive this assurance of " remembrance" from a society 
deservedly respectable. My happiness is not a little increased by thA 
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voiy kind maimer in which you make mention of the people to whose 
welfare I have. devoted my life. 

It is, also, a singular satisfaction to have my name associated' with 
the members of a society which, I veriiy believe, has been brought 
into existence by a special providence, under circumstances which jus- 
tify the belief, that it is an institution, the formation of which will b« 
the date of a new era in the history of the church. The American 
and Foreign Bible Society, I doubt not, is destined to be a formidable 
instrument in hastening the overthrow of anti-Bible customs among 
professed christians, originated in darker days than these, and which 
have nothing to recommend them but the unaccountable practice of 
many whom we otherwise esteem. 

Our Indians, in their native condition, are unlettered, and conse- 
quently not within the reach of the hand o( benevolence of the society. 
Nevertheless, I am happy to be able to assure you, that a brighter day 
appears to be dawning upon this suffering race of men, and judging 
from the progress of the work of Indian reform, we may hope that the 
time is not distant when the number of readers will be such as to jus- 
tify drawing largely upon the liberality of the society. 

PleaSe to tender affectionate regards to those with whom you have 
the happiness to be associated in works of benevolence, and accept for 
yourself assurances of verv great respect, 

ISAAC McCOY. . 



From Evan Jones, Missionary among the Cherokees. 

xMarch 23d, 1838. 
To Miss Elizabeth Pine, 

My Dear Sister — Permit me to return to your society, my grateful 
acknowledgments of the deep obligations under which they have laid 
me, by their unexpected token of sympathy and regard, as expressed 
by the enclosure in your favour of January 25th. I can much more 
easily indulge and enjoy the kindly emotions excited by this act of U- 
berality, than I can convey an expression of them to you. It is ex- 
ceedingly cheering, in an obscure and lonely station, to know that we 
enjoy the sympathies, and fellowship, and prayers, of dibtant and valued 
friends. 

It is refreshing to know, that -such efficient measures are in opera- 
tion for causing every nation under heaven to hear in their own tongues, 
the wonderful works of God. May the wisdom from above guide you 
in all your efforts to advance our great Redeemer's cause: and may 
the Holy Spirit make his own truth effectual to enlighten and to save 
the lost. 

I have great pleasure to say, that the gospel continues to make en- 
couraging progress among the Cherokees. During the past year, up- 
wards of a hundred have been baptized on a profession of their faith 
in the Lord Jesus. I expect very shortly upwaida of twenty more to 
present themselves as candidates for the sacred rite. 
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Th« want of tha Holy Scrtptoret his bccoine r^rj prtwinfc Tht 
portions which have been pablished are entirelj ezhaastedi mile ths 
demand for them is every day increasing. 

Brother Bushyhead and myself, had commenced revising, in ths 
hope that some way would be opened to print an edition of t£>8e por- 
tions which have been published, and as much more as we coold trans* 
late in time. 

We need the whole of the New Testament as speedily as possible. 
We also need some tracts, and an enlarged edition of hymns. Ws 
have translated in a manuscript tract, all the passages of the New Tet* 
tament on the ordinance of baptism. 

A large proportion of the Chefokees can read in their own langnags, 
aQd that proportion would increase rapidly if we had a full supply of 
books* Earnestly soliciting a continued interest in your prayen, 

Your obedient servant and fellow labourer, 

EVAN JONES. 



Baptist Mission Rooms, Boston^ Feb. 20, 1888. 

Rev. S. H. Cone, 
Very dear Brother — ^Will you oblige me by presenting to the Oliver- 
street Female Bible Society, New-York, my grateful acknowledgmoDt 
for their respectful and highly valued benefactions, in constituting ma 
first a " Member for Life," and now a " Director for Life," of the Ame- 
rican and Foreign Bible Society. That institution is dear to me, for 
its intrinsic character, and for what I believe, it is destined to accom- 
plish in sustaining and diffusing the truth of God throughout the world. 
The importance, therefore, which attaches to the Bible efforts of our 
female friends of Oliver-street, will be easily imagined by the lovers of 
truth, but cannot so easily be expressed. They are engaged in a nobb 
enterprise, and will have their reward. 

Most affectionately yours, 

L. BOLLES. 



To the OUveT'Street Female BMe Society. 

Hamilton, March 7, 1838. 
Vert Dear Sisters, 

Tour favour of January 30, constituting me a Director of the Ame- 
rican and Foreign Bible Society, by the payment of one hundred and 
fifty dollars into the Treasury, was received with no ordinary emotions 
of gratitude. 

I know of no way in which your bounty could be placed to mycrs- 
dit, to give me as much pleasure, as to procure for me this connexion 
with, the Bible cause. 

Moreover, the value of the favour is greatly enhanced by its eomiqg 
from those who delight to honour the Saviour, by sendiag oat his «»- 
ad^iUeraUd wordy to enlighten and save the world. 



./ 
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In tenidering my grateful acknowledgments for this expression of re^ 
spect, I cannot suppress my convictions of personal unworthiness of 
the honour and the place, which your benevolence has assigned me. 
In the mean time, you will have the goodness to accept assurances, 
that 1 shall take great pleasure in seconding your liberal efforts in this 
holy enterprise. May the consolations of this word, and the presence 
of Him who gave it, be your support in this life, and your inheritance 
in the life to come. Your affectionate brother, 

NATHA.NIEL KENDRICK. 



N£w-YoRK, April 2Stb, 1838. 

To the Ludies of tk^ Oliver-s&reet Female Bible Society-^ 

Dear Sist£rs,-^Two or three days ago brother Cone handed me 
at the Convention, the certificate of your regard, alike for the Bible 
cause and for me, in making me a Life Director of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, by the payment of one hundred and fifty dollars. 

I can do no less than testify to you in this manner, my gratification 
in this proof of your zeal for a blessed cause, and in being placed }af 
your act, in permanent official connexion with very dear brethren, and 
with a Society, which, from the moment I heard of it, has stood among 
the first in my heart. * 

It is the nature of human charities to have, inhering, some doubts aa 
to the selection of objects ; some hesitation as to modes of action ; and 
some danger of perverted results. But I know of none less embarrassed 
by these considerations, than yours. You cannot mistake yow ohjeets^ 
for they are all mankind. You cannot hesitate as to mode, for you have 
only to give the Holy Scriptures in the best possible translations, atf^far 
as your means permit. Your gift can scarcely be perverted^ fori* it is 
Grod's eternal truth. 

I have visited part of your field, and found its extent to transcemi all 
our calculations, by reason of the number of languages. In Burmah 
alone, and its immediate borders, are more than seventy languages, in 
which is no part of the Holy Scriptures ! The labour and- expense of 
making a Burman Bible, must be repeated in ail these instances. Be- 
sides these, are the millions of Shyans, Siamese and Cambojans. Our 
work is truly vast ; the urgency great. 

The encouragements are not less ample than the field. 1st. Tht 
high character of Mr. Judson's translation. In every other missiony I 
found more or less dissatisfaction with the local version. . But this en- 
joys the applause and confidence of all who are versed in the tongue. 
Not that it is considered unimprovable ; . but that it is found to be safe, 
accurate, idiomatic, and intelligibf^^. Already has Carey's great Ben- 
gali Bible, Morrison's Chinese version, and many others, been super- 
seded. But the Burman Bible, after a full test by the distribution of 
many thousands, and the inspection of accomplished Burmese scholars^ 
American, European and native, remains satisfactory. In giving your 
money, therefore, for this version, you are not disseminating a transla- 
tion likely to be regarded hereafter as uselea;9, or perhaps worse. 2d. 
Messrs. Wade and Mason have made a versioi^of the New Testamenl 
for the Karens, which is hkely to proveT^o less entitled to confidence. 

K -v ■ 
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Nothing but monej is needed to piint it, in all desirable quantities, 
drd. Mr. Jones of Siam, is a ripe and critical scholar. His cast of 
mind, and course of studies, give him such qualifications for translation 
as few possess. He has printed one t)f the Gospels, and 4he Acts of 
the Apostles, and is proceeding with the work. Scarcely a beginniDg 
has yet been made in printing the Siamese Scriptures. 4th. Mr. 
Brown, of Assam, has alreadj shown himself not only a man of extra- 
ordinary industry, but of great philological qualifications. He will soon 
be ready to print. 

I might speak of the readiness to receive our books, and various 
other encouragements. The above suffice to show, that the American 
and Foreign Bible Society should receive your most vigorous aid, and 
that in rendering it, you may cherish peculiar confidence and pleasure. 
Go on, then, my sisters ! Give not only of your superfluity, but of 
your substance. You have no higher privilege than that of being fel- 
low-workers with God. I remain, with very affectionate respect, 

HOWARD MA LOOM. 



\ 
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New-York, April 25, 1838. 
Rev. C. C7. Sommers, Cor. Sec^y, tj-c. 

Dear Brother, — Your communication on behalf of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, was this day received and read before the 
Convention by the President ; on which, the following resolution was 
passed : 

** Resolved, That the communication just received from the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, be cordially received, and respectfully and 
appropriately responded to by the Secretary." 

' I am happy to assure you, dear brother, of the gratification and en- 
couragement derived to the Convention by the existence and zeal of 
your Society. We *' thank God, and take courage." Your contribu- 
tions to our treasury, have been noble, for a society in the first years 
of its existence. But our duties multiply. Several of our missionaries 
have now so far acquired their respective languages, as to be prepared 
lo print, particularly the Karen and Siamese. Very enlarged operations 
are therefore now demanded. We hope you will be enabled to assist 
us largely in meeting this exigency. Our field never presented so 
many facilities. The Lord impress his people with their privilege and 
duty, in all the departments of the great missionary enterprise ! 
1 remain, dear brother, Yours truly, 

HOWARD MALCOM, Sec'y. ^c. 



Baptist Mission Rooms, > 
Bcston, Oct. 5, 1837. J 
Rev. CJiarles G. Sommcrs, Cor. Sec^y, <^c. 

Dear Brother, — At a meeting of the Baptist Board of Foreigr^ 
Missions, held the 2d inst., the Treasurer having reported the receipt"" 
of $5,000 from the American and Foreign Biblo Society, granted fc 
missionary purposes, viz : 
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To aid in printing and circulating the Sacred Scriptures in Burmah, 
$1,000; Karen, 1,000; Chinese, 1,500; Shyan, 1,000; Ojibwa, 500, 

It was unanimously Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be ten- 
dered to the Board of Managers of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, for their generous donation. 

Its value to us is greatly enhanced by its seasonableness. The 
demand for the Scriptures in tho languages specified, is constantly en- 
creasing,' and with whatever aid we can hope to receive from our most 
valued supporters, will doubtless far exceed our abihty to supply. 

It is our earnest prayer that the Divine Word, to whomsoever sent, 
may make wise unto salvation, and that the influence of your Society 
and kindred institutions to this end, may bless all nations. 

Very affectionately yours, 

L. BOLLES, Cor, SecY 



Extract of a Letter from Mississippi. 

Vernon, Miss., April 9th, 1838. 

C. 6. SoMMERS : Dear Brother, — At the request of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, the churches which 1 serve as Pastor, have 
given their views with regard to home distribution, and I believe I am 
safe in saying, it is the voice of the denomination in Mississippi. I 
have met with very few Baptists who have not hailed with joy the 
distinct organization — that wc may be able to give the word of God 
ungarhled to the whole world. We should have been much gratified 
to have been represented in your body at its next meeting. Brother 
A. Vaughn and myself were appointed by our Convention, but the Pro- 
vidence of God will prevent both of us from attending. 

' Below are copies of the resolutions passed by tho churches re- 
ferred to. 

Union Church, Meridian Springs, Miss., iu Conference, Saturday be- 
fore the first Lord's day in May, 1838 ; and the Mound Blufi* Church in 
Vernon, Miss., on the second Lord's day, unanimously 

Resolved, That we highly approve the formatien of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

Resolved, That we recommend said Society to engage in home dis- 
tribution. O. D. BATTLE, Ch. Clerk. 

May the Great Head of the church direct the Society in all her ope- 
rations ; and may the day soon come, when the blessed Bible shall be 
put Into every man's hand. 

Yours, in brotherly love, 

A. P. BRADLEY. 



Brief Extract of a Letter from Germany. 

Hamburg, August 15, 1837. 

Rbv. C. G. Sommers : Dear Brother in the Lord, — -I addressed 

you a few days ago, and I now renew my earnest solicitations for 

further assistance in the circulation of the Holy Scripture in Germany. 

I can get three or four thousand copies struck off at a low price, by a 

?iblish6r at Frankfort ; the copy will cost, well bound, about 75 cts. 
hese Bibles are not so handsome as those I edited, but they will do 
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very well, as thej have a large, good type. If five thousand are 
taken at once, I can get them about 5ve cents a copy cheaper. About 
c^K^-third of the cost price will be received again when sold. The sum 
of three thousand dollars will be su^cient fur the purpose. 

The Lord is greatly blessing us. Two young converts applied yes- 
terday for immersion, and we enjoyed the most delightful season of re* 
ireshmg from the Lord's presence, whilst in His court. But I am 
almost afraid to tire you with jny importunate entreaties and narrative, 
fio I will close for the present, and conimend you and the Lord's cause, 
.universally, to his own protection and blessing. 

Yours most affectionately in gospel bonds, 

J. G. ONCKEN. 



Brief Extract of a Letter from China. 

Kyouk Phvoo, August 28, 1837. 
Rbv. and dear Brother, — I rejoice nuich in what the Lord has 
.excited American Baptists to do for the circulation of the word of life 
among the dying millions of our race. May their zeal constantly in- 
crease, as the field of effbrt surely will. The people in Arncan are 
rapidly increasing in intelligence ; intellect and inquisitiveness seem to 
be returning, and I trust the time is not far distant when they shall 
search the Scriptures, and be made wise unto everlasting life. It may 
be safely calculated, that most of Asia, and the world, I should b(^ 
will soon be ready to receive the word of God. The Bible, wMUf 
translated^ into their own language, is what the heathen need. A mis- 
sionary will not always be at hand to explain the meaning of words 
'* transferred" Yours very truly in Christ, 

G. S. COMSTOCK. 
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From the London Baptist Missionary Herald of Aprils 1838. 

TRANSLATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 

The first translation we have to notice, is the Bengali. This Ian" 
guage is estimated to be spoken by about twenty-five millions, far ex- 
ceeding the whole population of England. No exertions, therefore, can 
be considered too great to secure in it a faithful, and at the same time 
fkn idiomatic and acceptable, version of the Word of God. In the pre^ 
paration and improvement of such a version of the New TestametU^ Mr. 
Yates, assisted by Mr^ W. H. Pearce, had been long engaged, and in. 
January, 1837, when the latter left Bengal for England, the second- 
edition was nearly through the press. It consisted of 500 copies o£ 
the New Testament, intended for the use of native Christians, the elde^ 
classes in schools, &c., with 1500 additional copies of each of th^ 
|[Ospeb, and 1000 of the Acts for general distribution. The printing 
it appears was completed in April last, and several copias neatly 
•xocuted, have lately reached this country. The version has been re 
ceived with much approbation by Christians of all denominitioiis ' 
Bengal, and is found very acceptable amongst ihe heathen ; so 
;uiother large impression, it is anticipated, wUl be very seen reqomd. 
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At the request of the cummittee of tlie Calcutta Bible Society, Mr. 
Tates has also put to press his improved version of the Psalms of 
David in Bengali. 6000 copies are now in couise of being printed, at 
the Mission Press, at their expense. The wuik has been compressed 
into a small sized volume, for the accommodation of numerous native 
jouth, and of others who may wish to use it. 

An improved version of the Old Testament in Bengali has also been 
prepared by our indefatigable friend, Mr. Yates. The printing of the 
work, however, Mr. Yates wishes deferred, until the return of Mr. 
Pearce to India shall allow him to give his aid in the revision of the 
work. It will then, Providence permitting, be put to press without 
delaj; and as it is intended that it shall include marginal references, 
both to chronological dates and parallel texts, with heading? to the 
chapters, and other improvements not adopted in any previous Ben- 
gali version, it will doubtless prove a most acceptable addition to the 
library of the native Christian, and especially the native preacher. 

In the Hindustani language also, an improved version of the New 
Testament is proceeding. It is executed by Mr. Yates, with the as- 
sistance of Mr. Thomas ; and will form, it is hoped, the most intelli- 
gible and correct version which has yet been published in the language. 
The greater part of the impression is in the 12mo. size, designed to 
Conn a portable volume ; but 1000 copies are being printed on a larger 
page, with marginal references. Specimens of both editions have 
reached us, and appear very neatly executed. At the date of the last 
accounts, the gospels of Matthew and Mark had been already com- 
pleted. This is the first edition of the New Testament in any vernacu- 
lar language of the East yet printed with marginal references, and 
therefore presents a gratifying illustration of the gradual progress now 
making in biblical efforts. 

In the Sanskrit language, (the Latin of the East,) a translation of 
the New Testament, founded upon the basis of the Bengali version, is in 
a course of execution by an intelligent and experienced pundit, superin- 
tended and compared with the original Greek, by Mr. Yates. A me- 
trical version of the Psalms into the same language is also in progress 
under Mr. Yates's superintendence. 

In addition to these languages, designed for distribution among the 
inhabitants of India exclusively, another version of the Scriptures is 
being printed in Calcutta, designed for usefulness among the members 
4>f an ancient Christian church scattered in different parts of the globe. 
We allude to the ArmeiHan, originally made about the fifth century, 
in the version of which (as intimated in our last number,) one worthy 
missionary, Mr. Carapeit, is now engaged. His principal object is, to 
give to his countrymen the Testament with marginal references (an im- 
provement not yet introduced into any preceding edition,) and in a 
portable form. In order to render it more intelligible to his country- 
men, he proposes to exchange a few words, now become obsolete in 
the lapse of ages ; and will endeavour to secure much mora typogra- 

eical accuracy than, firom circumstances over which the editors could 
ye little control, distinguished the last edition of the work printed at 
Moscow: The vohime was already in the press at the date of our last 
accounts, and Mr* Carapeit had freely offered the sum of £35, as his 
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cocHributipn towards the expense. Our Calcutta brethren feel that, 
consLderiog his large Jamily and very slender resources, they ought not 
to accept so large a sum from Mr. Carapeit, and we trust that the con- 
tributions which they may receive for translations from other sources, 
will enable them to return at least a part of the amount to their too 
generous associate. 

We Cannot conclude this article without alluding to the liberal en- 
couragement afforded to our Calcutta brethren in these labours, by the 
American and Foreign Bible Society. In addition to the two hand- 
some donations of $2,500 each, acknowledged in our last report, the 
board of that Society have lately voted a further noble donation of 
$6,000 (upwards of 1,000/. sterling,) to be applied to the printing and 
distribution of the Scriptures in Bengali, and other languages of the 
East, at the discretion of the Calcutta Missionaries." 

While the generous assistance for which the committee are indebted 
to the Araerican and Foreign Bible Society, will thus greatly augment 
the uanftdaess of our missionaries in the East, it must, at the same 
time, IctH to promote a feeling of affectionate union and cordial co- 
operation with our transatlantic brethren, and may serve also to stimu- 
late Christians in this country, who may possess the ability, to corres- 
ponding exertions in favour of the important objects which their fellow 
Christians in another hemisphere have so nobly supported. 

O" Numerous Letters and printed documents have been received by the Corrssponding Secre- 
taiy, from which interesting extracts might be made ; but want of room cohipels us reluctantif 
to omic them. 



TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 

Moneys received by William Colgate, Treasurer of the " American and Foreign 
Bible Society;' from April 21, 1837, to April 28, 1838. 



Biblo Society of the 1st Baptist church 
Hamilton, per Rev. A. Perkins 

Second Bap. ch, Dover, by S. Mabbath 

Albany County Bible Society, from the 
Baptist church. West Troy . 

Franklin Asso. Bib. Soc. from the Bup't. 
ch. in Butternuts, by H. Garlick . 

Bible Society of the Hamilton lustitu- 
tion, E. P. Salisbury, Treasurer . 

Female Miss'y Soc. South Baptist ch 
Mrs. C. G. Sommers, Treasurer . 

Norristown Bap. church, Pennsylvania 

Rev. J.J. Woolsey, by S. D. Phillips 

Church at Baliston Spa, by C, B. Keyes 

Bible Society of the Ontario Associa- 
tion, by Thomas Ottley, Treasurer 

Onondaga County Baptist Bible Socie- 
ty, BL Gilbert, Treasurer 

Bible Society of Tioga and Broome 
counties, A. Woolverton, Treasurer 

Baptist ch. Vineent, Chester county, Pa, 

Fawtucket Bible Society . 

Courtland Association Bible Society, 
per Rev. J. W. Taggart 

Oneida Co. Bible Soc. per W. Hobby 

Aimwell Baptist church ^ 

Rev. A. Maclay's collections, remitted 
per ReT. R* T. Dillon, by the hands 
of Rev. A. Bennett 

Madison County Bible Society^ per 
Rev. h BTickerson 

AlbMurCio. Bible Society, contributed 
by fiM fldbsnectady Baptist church 

Ramaafawr County Bible Society, 
Aontrilmted by 1st Baptist church, 
Tro]r,*E. Oatrander, Treasurer 



$311 00 
20 00 


32 63 


15 25 


150 00 


90 00 
30 00 
30 00 
19 10 


291 30 


783 79 


111 00 
65 23 
60 00 


84 12 

85 00 
36 25 


60 00 


610 00 


30 00 



405 00 



Eaton Bible Society, Luzerne County 

Pa. by W. K. Mott . . 
Sisters Worrall and Skinner, Luzerne, 

by W. K. Mott .... 

Baptist church, Pleasant Valley, N. Y. 

Pittsburgh and Alleghanytown Union 

Bible Society, by Rev. W. Shadrack 

Baptist church and cong. Poughkeep- 

sie, by Rev. E. W. Dickinson 
Great Valley Bap. ch. Pa. pr L.Fletcher 
Baptist church, Amenia, Dutchess 

County per Rev. L. W. Webster 
Eliza M. Retchum 
John Tabor, $3, Mrs. Jane Tabor, $1 
Females of 2d Baptist phurch and con- 
gregation, Wilmington, Delaware 
Miss Hannah Nichols, Bridgeport . 
Mrs. Lydia Sherwood, Southport 
Cincinnati Bap. Bib. So. per J. B*. Cook 
Bethel church, Hamilton County, Ohio, 
Bible Soc. of Albany Co, and vicinity, 

W. Soulden, Tr. per B. Winegar 
Bap. ch. and cong. at Scotch Plains 
Bap. church in Sandisfield, Berks Co. 
Bible Society, Egremont, do 
Genesee Co. Bible Soc. contributed by 
the Perry Bapt. church and Le Roj* 
Baptist church, per Rev. W. Arthur 
F. A. Phenix, per do 

Mrs. Mace, per do 

Miss Chamberlain, Westchester, Pa. 
Oswego Co. Bible So. per J. Waterman 
Females of Bap. ch. Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Lewis Bond, Burtee Co. N. Carolina 
Baptist ch. Kecseville, Clinton County 
Bap. ch. Le Ray, pr Rev. T. A.Warner 



$13 62 

2 75 
30 OQ 

120 00 

43 00 
11 93 

180 00 
5 00 

4 00 

55 00 
30 00 
30 00 

5 00 
20 00 

800 
30 00 
16 02 

9iJ5 



257 59 

50 

1 00 

5 00 

55 00 

30 00 

10 00 

9 75 

800 



PifMll*|itlM<ikiveb,Coli>a»y, \*i 
CnolHrlikd-MnMchiiRta, «wtiA.\ 



Kn. R. Pmidlbol, by B. WiUii 
BuBlinrloii Connly, PeuB.yli.ui 
fih>n>'i Cwk church dn 

D. Williiml do 

WfaipDOntiU clmrcb, Lwin Col 
Kuluckr, iw Rov, R. T, Aoijei 
Sulphur Sption ek. SimpHiD Co. 
Hopewell eh. K«buiHD Cd, Trao. 



Fhttlmrah uid AlelEhinylonn UdUd 
BAki S<Kie<r, b)> H ei. S. WilliuDc 

Kar. John Thomu 

R«t. SeaoBl Love, nliaiiHiiry nf Hi 
Tenniuea BluliH Slue CQDTrnllo 

Rar. Ulchul qoia ! . . ! 
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Chuloiioae CcuBly Ab» per J, HiMwi 
Alrieh H^ubbell, Uitu 
Utiei Bible Socitty. per A. HiiUmII 
BepliK Church, Daiur.Htchlren , 
Rer. J. Hciley , BdUiDon.pr B.H.Coai 
CoonecUeal BteiB Bible Soeietr, pel 
J.B.GIIbeFl.TreuBnr. 

- ■ ■ Ohio, b; 

E. KlB|i 

u Wuenine 



CaMelloa i 

shurcb I 



Fint BipUit chi 

AblBfllH Bip)iH , . . 

.Beibuj BapiiBt chuTcb, Ph. do . 
Cedar Creet Bible >$«le(y, por Rgr. 

L Culpepper 
Detp Crock cbE 



Bibcleiu Bepiitt charch, Oliio 
Miu While, <Hiio 

Buiin FciHle KMe i^Ut 
lulelpbia, Hn. Joaea. Trou 

Baptiit ebDTcb, Ittrj r>n1, > 
toa cilT, per H. P. Aadenoi 

RaptiBtcb- JO Antwerp, p?r t^. 



Mr. Peenall, Micbiien 
Rei. W. T.ylor, do 
H.W.Vaii|hui]. do 
Rer. a. Ooodmu do 



Kit. J. Boolh 






R^.'%'!^L!;™i, ami of bi^cDll'. u ni 
Champluiii Kip. Con. Iiy W. i. Cuiiin 

3d BuptiTch. PhilL potIIkuu 

R.Mb^i, TrcuMrei' '. ^ ™" ?■ 

™iliil c'ho%ll, Newark, -llr!? 
TreMnrer, per J. Vudetpuol 
Klaierillo Beplin ohiireh, Asb 



lJ'iril«1^,Fr>i!hron do 
:ider EaUM, oo aect of N. Ortm, 

decJIaU of Peru, Oneida Co. do 

. H. Beebto, Vtka da 

I. Bennelt. do do 

:.Bnghl,Jr, do do 

:hQrchiaSali>b>iry,Herl<iiiicr, do 

•a Norwey do do 

lo Mundoa,WayuoCD. do 



Sccoud ItapiiK Church, Middtelowa 
K.J.»rlie>.p. DuDbir . 

Slaulon-M^l Bupliu 'bi'wo SocielJ 
porD. LudlaiD.TrBuurtr . 

i>nla,»tRer. S. Hit'n^' ." 
llonnngalicls Baptiil AasociatHm Bible 

PiyioDutb Cougiy.MeiiichuKiu.Bep- 

ASlnUrln HoymienalDE Bipliil e 

Phiiidetphia. by Mra. E. C. Allen 
AmbcDio Baltic, par Re>. S. U. Con 
Adam Van de Boe do 

Pouf bbet>psic BaptiK Charrh, do 
Wce(liillBap.i:b,Leiin(toa do 





Thcoi. Ini. per D. I. LIOTd,Troa* 




Thomu GwnBis New-Vorb 




l>tB.p. Cb. BoH. pr. J. A. C. Randall, 
Bible Sociery of BroJalbsn, U. Can.d, 


30 ea 




EdwardsviHB a^P'^i^^,'™;;^™' 1" 






25 00 


Bipliu Ch. at Rocb Spring, III. par do 




Fe!u.iv.ofCh.«.d=oog. al J«k»n, 




Tenn. pnr RoT. K. U. C. Howell 


io w 


Rev. P. S. Gayle, Teun. .oil. fhn» 








Colin^tiDUi at lb. CeEiautiou >1 Ma- 




ri.lt., Ohio, per Rar. E. Kingrford 
Ad DuliDDWD friend .1 Zanuillle d. 






Female, of M.rkal*,Cb. do. do 


4635 


Dcpo.iteCh.N.Y. do 


10 00 


MakiDiiile Church do 


ago 


i^tl-nl"/: ....... f. 



SOW 
1000 OS 

II r> 
soo 

mot 

ISO 

nw 

30 00 



Bt^i- F. HiJV, Auieajn E. Kiinford 

Owtm Bib. But. oT E14*r SmitE [■- 

CuudllfBB Ch. Elder WiDilKit i 

L11B7 Btrntt, JioiBBtcrwa 

Baptlil ChBRh. Hiynlllt, 

BipL BsaaiF. Soa. Ii. pur n. G. Cbu 



BtaptaHUOB .... 
<t Churchy Durhanit par R«r. H 



Wm. Hint, Hinriek, Vt. 

Onwe AMditim, OMo, pn Kbv. T, 

B.ii<pta 

ButiitCh 

pnrN.McCtIi, T. 
Her. A. Ifmclaj. Dn 

WJIIiimW^en . 
WiVoCd. AurilL. 






Xl[Uli,VBiiice,perB> 
R.r. B-PK™, Wucoj 
BlMkBlTBTABo.Bi) 
Nut, riHiurer. p«i 

A. F. BoDdiilpb, fi. 



"sM-'firv 



Fm.ofSpriogTiUoe 
Elitha fierrelt, Er uu, 



, LiTinf iton, i 



■• HalHf, Truniinibntc, da 
Sleuben Co. Bible SocielT do 
JcMepb Qubifoi Auburn da 

CbDichinTnilDnVUIiKe da. 
Hsnca Fnonnn.Siockbiidge, r 
Rar. E. B. SpaHm, Buobcidge, 1 
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Virgiiaa wad Jhn%9 Baptist Bible 

flodety, p«r Jamei Sisw» Treuorer 
R#eky MiTer Amoaatim Bible 80- 

tMty, Ohio, per H. AlMr, Treasurer 
Uaioa Bible Soeiety of tbe Beaafort 

district, per Abram I. Lawton 
JEaekiel Cbeever, Cuminfton, Mast. 
OUver-rt. Fea. Bib. So. pr E. Piu. Tr 
BoMkt Churek East Avon, per Rev 

/. O. Steams, ... 

Alfred Deoker, New-Yoric City. . 
Bible S. of Athens, G. S. Turner, . 
EttaEBbeth O. Moore, Hartibrd, per 

Rev. P. L. Piatt, 
HLov. A.Mac^i on account of his col. 

per W. H. Turpin, Aafusta, 
R«v. John UDw, Tasosioosa, per 

J. Lawler, 

Bible Soeiety of Upper Alton Baptist 

Chorehi per Rev. L. Colby, 
Ladv in Philadelphia, per Rev. I. M. 

Mrs. Ilary Purser, pr Thomas Purser 
Edward Dexeter, per Rev. S. H. Cone 
A Widow's Mit^per do 

Tens. A. of U.B.per W. Billue, 
Worcester Asa. B. S., A. C.Butler,Tr. 

by F. Snyder , 

Youth's Burman Bible Society, con- 
nected with the Oliver-st. S. S. 
A New-England family, being the 

£ redact of 35 cents fVom each mem- 
sr of the family monthly, per M.S. 

W. Quincey, .... 
Courtltndc County Bible Society, per 

J. <Mborne. Treasarer 
Female Bible Soeiety of First Baptist 

Church, Newark 
Orleans Co. BiUe Soc W. Metcalf, Tr 
Bible ^iety of the North Baptist 

Charoh, per W. H. Townsond, Tr. 
Interest on a Note 
Stamford Bible So&per C. O. Sommers 
Susannah Ashman, Phila, pr L M. Allen 
Cape Girardeau Baptist Church, per 

W. Jiohnson .... 
A.C. Sorith of Savannah, on account 

of eoDections, per Rev. A. Maclay, 
Sweetwater Assa Tenn. per S. Love 
Sarah Jordan, per do 

Collectkm at the Six Mile Ch- Blount 

Co. E. Tenn« per G. Snider, per do 
BridgisiiaterBuitist Association, Penn 

sylvaoia, M. S. Wilson, Treasurer 
Fentiit of the Baptist Society, Ply. 

Month, per E. Cushman 
Wm. Wniiams, N.York, per S.H. Cono 
Fraak^ Association Bible Society, 

perX Howell, Treasurer . 
Friepdvtn the Barre Association, Ver- 

OMMit per 8. Huntington . 
Bible SbiBie^ of the First Baptist 

Cluirth, New-York, per L T. Devan 
Amoafcaag Bap. Cb. N. H. per T. Rand 
Widow Sibel Bugby, Plainfield, per do 
D. Fr^ircb, Nelson, do 

SeneetiBible Soc. per J. Mljallen, Tr. 
S. ClttMn, D. D. Washington 
W. a Murphy, New-York 
Stamford Bible Society, Ct. pr H. Little 
Bethd Bible Soeiety. Ky. pr A. Bennett 
HopklinviUe do do do 

Bowliiygreon do do do 

Pleasant Grove do do do 

Bible lloeiecy of the South Baptist, 

ChMPSh, New-York, W. Tracy, Tr. 
Seneoitf BiUe Soc per J. M'Lallen, Tr. 
SolomanPeck .... 
Female Bastist Bible Society, Lower 

DuU^, Pennsylvania 
Burlington Bible Soc. pr Rev. S. Aaron 



$1000 00 

140 00 

100 00 

30 00 

113 21 

30 00 
30 00 
40 00 

30 00 

1100 00 

50 00 

46 25 

40 00 

30 00 

5 00 

5 00 

181 50 

106 00 

30 00 



17 00 
290 00 



50 00 
115 00 


30 00 
4 50 

29 00 
300 


30 00 


1050 00 
3 00 
1 00 



24 00 

15 00 

. 30 00 
30 00 

142 79 

30 00 



300 00 


500 


1 00 


50 


57 07 


3 00 


500 


16 00 


137 57 


75 50 


30 00 


18 00 


141 00 


30 00 


500 


30 00 


90 00 



Bible Society of UnadiUa Fotki BBd 
vicinity, J. Enos, Treasurer 

Bible Society of tbe Exeter Baptist 
Church, Otsego Co. per L. Raymond 

York Bii)le Society, Livingston C0.N.Y. 

Baptist Ch. in Norway, N. Y. prM.Post 

Collections at Prayer Meetings in the 
Flemington Baptist cburcb, New- 
Jersey, per C. Vartolette . 

Juvenile Bible Soc of Baptist Church 
in Allcghanytown, Pa- pr A.D. Gillett 

Bible Society of Piscataway, New-Jcr 
soy. per D. D. Lewis 

Widow Alice Hascal, Pompey, N. Y. 
per D. Kendrick 

Female Burman Bible Society of the 
Spruco-st. Baptist Church, Pliila. 

Bible Society of Albany County aud 
vicinity, per W. Souldon, Treasurer 

Bible Society of the City and County 
of Phila, I. Taylor Tr.pcr O. Swopo 

Bible Society of Huiuihon lustitutioa 

D. I. Lloyd, Treasurer 
Chnmplnin Baptist Couvontiou, W. I. 

Cutting, Treasurer 

Wni. Prothoro, Sen. South Carolina, 
per W. B. Johuson, D. D. 

Coil Hi State Bible Soc. J. B. GilhertjTr 

Bible Society of ICtli Baptist Church 
and Cong. N. Y. per J. B. Halsteod 

Baptist Church Morristown, New-Jer- 
sey, per W. Sym . , 

Fcinule Bible Society of North Bcriah 
Bnp. ch. N. Y. Mrs. S. Chappcll, Tr. 

UUca Broad' St. Bib. So. A. Hubbell,Tr. 

New-Jersey Baptist State Conveutiou, 
per P. P. Runyon 

Baptist Church in Reading, Pennsylva- 
nia, per E. M. Bnker 

Female Friend in Dover 

Ueusselaor County Bible Society, per 

E. Ostrander, Treasurer . 
Deerfirld Bap Ch. N. Y. pr D. Eldridge 
Bible Society of 1st Baptist Church at 

Hamilton, by Rev. A. Wheolock 
Chenango Co. Bible Society, per do 
West Troy Bap. Ch jprRev. S. F.Park 
Baptist Church at Fort Ann Village, 

New-York, per J. Corning 
Cumberland -stccct Church, Norfolk, 

Virginia, per Rev. T. Humo 
Jason Coming, New- York . 
Seneca Bib. So. N.Y. pr J. M'Lallen,Tr 
Collect's in Baptist Ch PorUmouth, 

Va. by Rev. A. Maclay, pr T. Hume 
Lower Providence Baptist Church, 

Pennsylvania, per J. S. Jeukins 
Female Bible Association, Philadelphia 

per Mrs. Jones, Trjeasurer 
Bible Society of New Markct-ttrcet 

Church, Philadelphia, per J. Jones 
Cash, &c of J. Jones . 
I. K. Mcllwaiu, Phila. per I. M. Allen 
E. Fay, annual subscription 
Fall River Bap. Bible Soc pr S. Hall 
Onofldsga County Bible Society, per 

M. Gilbert, Treasurer 
H. E. T. of New-Iioudon. Connecticut 
East Hillsdale Bible Society, per Rev 

P. Prjnk 

West Hillsdale Church, per do . 
Poughkeepsie Bible Society, New-York 
M. Lyon, for a pure translation 
First Baptist Church, Rahway, Now 

Jersey, per Rev. S. J. Drake . 
Mrs. A. Hunt, per Rev. L, W. Webster 
George D. James do 

Rebecca Thompson ' do 

Mrs. Mary Thompson do 

Mrs. Esther 'I hompeon do 

Mrs. Sally Garnscy do 



$30 00 

17 03 

27 75 

600 



12 21 
10 50 
62 33 
30 00 
40 00 
240 00 
115 50 
40 00 

12 97 

100 00 
1361 00 

30 00 

20 00 

78 00 
84 17 

22 50 

20 oa 

5 00 

240 00 
3 40 

52 00 
70 00 

7 50 

13 75 

40 00 
15 00 
10 75 

33 00 

40 00 

390 00 

26 00 

14 75 
3 00 
3 00 

30 00 

166 00 
30 00 

12 00 

8 50 
50 00 

5 00 

20 00 
5 00 

10 00 
300 
1 00 
1 00 
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Bib. Soc in CteafwIUId, ptr D JIaMall 
Charles Babcock do 

E. BeMoB do 

Elder Kreuk do 

Elder Tfokham do 

Mrs. Crardoer, of Pownal do 

J. Francis, PiUsfiekl do 

A. Hayden do do 

Chnrch in Hartford, pr N. Colvbr do 
Saratoga Aaso. pr 8. Cole, Tr. do 
Wanhington Un. Aaso. A. Wait, Tr.do 
E. Dimmock, Benninf toa, Vt. do 
Stephen Chapin do 

For Reports do 

Worcester As. Ms. O. Converse, Tr.do 
John Smith, Vermont do 

Stourbridge Asao. Ms. L. Bamt, Tr.do 
Westfield Asso. S. Boot, Trees, do 
Wendell Asso. I. L: Smalage, Tr. do 



^0 00 

1 00 

50 

1 00 

50 

50 

200 

1 00 

19 00 

84 87 

64 42 

30 00 

1 00 

37 

t03 11 

3 00 

7 14 

;i7 00 

22 Oq 



A Ladj, per D. 

Mrs. Han, MaamAiaatta d« 

Collect's bj Rer. A. H.Sabin, Vl.do 
Rer. P. DaTiaoo, New-HampaUrB do 
Vermoni Bib. 8a JL P, Bklsiier, Tr. d» 
Elder A. Seamans, MUtan do 

B. Cook, Kingabory do 

CelleetkMia in Brklpart, Verm*! do 
L Smith do 

Middleton Bible Soc. Vt . Wait,Tr .do 
Vermont Bible Soeiefy of Ibo Butlui4 

Cwmty Auxiliary do 

Fem. in Braodoa, by G. A.- Tkotnaa^ 
Addiseo County Bible Society, ky W. 

G. JohnsoB do - 

Vt. BMbb Soc. by HntebiBsoo do 

Bap. Ch. la BenaloftoD, VanaoM do 

Total 



•!« 



• 89 


IM 


Ma» 


i» 


89 


MM 


119 


10 47 


3S99 


ai99 


4109 


97M 


SOW 



SOCIETIES AUXILIARY 

TO THE AKEBICAN AND 70KEIGN BfBfcE SOCIBTT. 



Oiiver-streot Female Bible Society, 

Upper Freehold Bible Society, 

Valley Falls Bible Society, R. I. . 

Raisin River Bible Society, Michigan^ 

Connecticut State Bible Society, 

Bible Society of the Baptist Church, Hamilton, 

Ijouisville Bible Society, Kentucky, 

Stamford Bible Society, Connecticut, 

Stanton-street Bible Society, New- York City, 

Laurens-street Bible Society, do. 

Bible Society of the Eastern Shore, Virginia, . 

Orleans County Bible Society, 

Half Moon Bible Society, .... 

Annsville Bible Society, . . ' . 

Westchester County BMe Society, 

Bible Society of the Bridsewater Association, 

do. do. Pearl-street Baptist Church, Albany, 

do. do. Grand River AisociatioD, 

Otsego Bible Society, 

Hudson Bible Society, .... 



Lexington Bible Society, Kentucky, 

Bible Society of the South Baptist Church, New-York City 

Cedarville Female Bible Society, .... 

Wayne County Bible Society, 

Ontario Association Bible Society, 

Bible Society of the Saratoga Association, 

Catskill Bible Society, . . . 

Worcester Association Bible Society, 

Alabama Baptist Bible Society, .... 

Rensselaer County Bible Society, .... 

Bible Society of the Seneca Baptist Association, 

St. Lawrence County Bible Society, 

Northern Baptist Association Bible Society, 

Ashtabula County Bible Society, Grand River Association, 

Courtland Association Bible Society, . ... 

Cayuga County Bible Society, 

Bible Society of the North Baptist Church, 

Elizabethtown Bible Society, 

Union Bible Society of the oeaofort District, . 





1889: 


gnim 


l,lltfir. 


«( 


Aug,Z. 


H 


ao. 


M 


do. 


U 


S^7. 


t* 


do. 


«• 


do. 


M 


do. 


ii 


do. 


U 


do. 


U 


do. ' 


IC 


Oct. 6. 


»i 


do. 


14 


do. 


M- 


Nov.*: 


U 


do. 


U 


do. 


M 


do. 


1*^ • 


do. 


M 


Doe. 7: 




MT. 


l» 


;ai.4. 


It 


do. 


M 


doi 


i» 


Fbklv 


U 


do. 


«• 


do. 


It 


dot 


Ii 


db. 


<i 


do. 


C( 


Mtf. 1. 


Ii 


do. 


II 


do. 


II 


do. 


(I 


do. 


II 


do. 


II 


do. 


II 


do. 


II 


do. 


l( 


do. 
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(( 



« 



n 



Hamden County Bible Society, Masnchusetts, 

Vermont State Bible Society, .... 

New-Hampshire Bible Society, * . . . . 

Holland Purchase Yearly Meeting Bible Society, 

Colambia Comity Bible Society, mw- York, 

Broome and Tioga Bible Society, New-Tork, . 

Natchez and Adams County Bible Society, 

Bible Society of Piscatawa^, New-Jersey, 

Accomack Bible Society^ Virginia, .... 

Connelsville Bible Society, Pennsylyania, 

Columbia Bible Socie^, South Cajolina, 

Bible Society of the Sixteenth B^tist Church, New-York, 

VITaahington Bible Society, District Colombia, 



(I 



(( 



u 



«( 



(( 



(( 



(( 



(( 



«( 



Bible Society, « Recognised 

Chenango do. 

York Bible Society, 

Alleghanytown and Pittsburg Union Bible Society, Penn. 

BiUe ^SMiety of the North Beriah Choich and Cong. New-Yoik City 

Female Bible Society do. do. 

Bible Society of B«mt HiUs, New- York, 

Bible Society of the 2d Baptist Church, Middletown, N. J. 

Beech Wood Bible Society, Pennsylvania, 

Bible Socie^-of the Baptist Church, Morristown, N. J. . 

£lim Bible Seciety, South Carolins, 

Piissumsic Bible Society, 

Bowling Green Bible Society, Kentucky, . 

Bible £»ciety of Hamilton Institution, 

Oneida WOlsh Baptist Bible Society, 

Delaware and Foreign do. 

Bible Sooie^ of the Ots^ Association, 

Shaftsbory Centre Bible Society, 

Baptist Youth*s Burman Bible Society, Oliver-st. N. Y. City, 
Bible Societyof the 1st Baptist Ch. and Cong., Maceden, N Y. 
Bible Society of the Baptist Ch and Cong., Whitesboro', N. Y. 

Athens Bible Society, New- York, 

Massillon Bible Society, Ohio, .... 

Jefferson Bible Society, 

Onandago Bible Society, 

Bethel Bible Society, Kentucky, .... 

Bible Society of North Adams, Massachusetts, 

Oreat Valley BiblA Society, Penn 

Bible Society of the Baptist Church, Dexter, Michigan 

Noise Cioek Bible Society, 

Monongahala Aseociatioa Bible Society,^ 

Baptist Female Bible Association, Philsdelphia, . 

Albany County Bible Society, .... 

Virginia and f'orei^ Baptist Bible Society, 

IJdwardsville Bi{>tiBt Associstion B. S. Illinois,. 

Green River Baptist Society, Kentucky, 

Shaflsboiy Association Bible Society, 

Bible Society of the First Baptist Church, New-Yorkj 

Berkshire County Bible Society, Massachusetts, 

Baltimore Baptist Bible Society, 

Centre Baptist Association Bible Society, Pennsylvania, 

Franklyn Coanty Aseociation Bible Society, 

Society Hill Bible Society, South Carolina, 



(I 
«< 

it 



tt 






«( 



it 






«( 



tt 
it 



tt 



tt 
tt 
it 
tt 



tt 



tt 



tt 
tt 
It 
tt 



tt 

it 
tt 
tt 
tt 
it 
It 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
t( 
tt 
It 



Apr. 6. . 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
Apr. 2%, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
May 3. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

June 7. 
July 6. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Aug. 2. 
Sept. 6. 
Oct. .4. 
Nov. 1. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
Dec. 6. 

1838. 

Jan. 3. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
March 7. 
Mays. 

do. 

do. 

do. , 

dp. 

do. 

do. . 

do. 



Othtt Anxiliaxy l^ocieties have probably been formed, from.whom no official infor- 
mation has been received. Such Societies are requested, as soon as convenient, to 
transmit to the Corresponding Secretwnr the name of the Society, the time of its for- 
mation, the amount subscribed and collected, and the names and residence of their 
officers. 
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MINISTERS DIRECTORS FOR IJFE, ' 

^y A CONTRlBatlON or ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS AND ITPWARDS. 



Allen, Ira M., Philadelphia. 
Benedict, George, New- York city. 
Bernard, David, do. 

Buck, W. C. Louisville, Ky. 
Barker, Luke, New- York city. 
BenQett, Alfred, Homer, N. Y. 
Bolles, Lucius, D. D., Boston. 
Baker, J. S. D. D., Norfolk, Va. 
Brisbane, W. H. Cincinnati. 
Burrows, Roswell, Connecticut. 
Cone, Spencer H., New- York city. 
Covell, A. L., Albany, N. Y. 
Cushman, R. W., Philadelphia. 
Cook, J. 6., Cincinnati. 
Cook, Benajah, Connecticut. 
Chaplin, Jeremiah, D. D. do. 
Dunbar, Duncan, Now- York city. 
Dagg, John L., Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Drake, Simeon, I., Rahway. 
Dyer, John, London, Great Britain 
Dodge, Daniel, Newark. 
Fuller, Richard, Beaufort, S. C, 
Gillett, A. D.,. Philadelphia. 
Grenell, Z., Paterson. 
Howard, Leland, Connecticut 
Howell, R. B. C, Nashville. 
Hill, Benj. M., Troy. 
Haswell, Jas. M., Burmah. 
Hume, Thomas, Portsmouth, Va. 



Healy, John, Baltimoie. 

Hard, , Augusta, Greo. 

Jackson, Henry, Hartford. 
Kennard, J. H., Philadelphia. 
Kendrick, Nath. D. D. HamiltOD. 
Knapp, Henry R., Coimecticut. 
Keach, Israel, Hoesack. 
Lynde» S. W., Cincinnati. 
Lumpkin, Jack, Antioch, Geo. 
Mason, Thomas, South CaniliDa. 
MUler, Wm. G., New-YoA city. 
Malcom, Howard, Boston 
Meach, Levi, Connecticat. 
Purringlon, Thos. Trenton. N. Y. 
Parkinson, Wm. New-Yoik city. - 
Pendleton, Jas. M., Kentucky 
Reynolds, J. L., Colombia, 8. C. 
Sommers, Charles G., N. Y. 
Sage, 0. P., Massillon, Ohio. 
Stow, Baron, Boston. 
Sanders, B. M., Greo. 
Steward, Ira R., C<»necticat. 
TumbuU, Robert, Hartford. 
Vaughn, Ashley, Washington, Mi*.. 
Welch, Barth. T., Albany, N. Y. 
Webster, Luman, W. Amenia, Dnl^eM 

county, N. Y. 
Woolsey, J. J., Philadelphia^ 
Warne, Jos. A., Philadelphia. 



OTHER DIRECTORS FOR LIFE, 

BY A CONTRIBUTION OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS AND UPWAKDS. 



Adams, William, Albany, Now- York 
Bleecker, Garrat N. New-York city 
Boardman, W. G., Albany, New- York 
Burk, T. A. do. 

Colgate, William, New- York city 
Colgate, Bowles, do. 

Colgate, George, do. 

Colgate, John, do. 

Cone, Edw. W., do. 

Clapp, R., Albany, New- York 
Crane, Wm. Baltimore 
Davies, Luke, New-York city 
Demarcst, Samuel C, do. 
Fitch, William, do. 

Fletcher, Joseph, London, Great Britain 
Fripp, Wm. Beaufort, South Carolina 
Humphrey, Friend, Albany, New- York 
Harris, Ira, Albany, do. 

.Tacobs, Charles P., Paterson, New- Jersey 
J^costc, Augustus P., Cheraw, S. C. 



Jjockett, Jas., Clinton, G^. * 
Munn, Stephen B., New-York city 
Munn, Stephen B., jr. do. 
Munn, Wm. Henry, do. 

Noble, L. P., Albany, New-Yoik 
Pegg, Roger, New- York city 
Purser, Thomas, do. 
Perry, Eli, Albany, N. Y. 
Prothero. Ezekiel D. Edgefield, 8. C. 
Ring, Zebedee, New-Ym city 
Smith, Edward, do. 
Sheldon, Gaylor, Albany, N. Y. 
Stocks, Thos. Greensbnr^, Geo. 
Treat, H. H. Albany, N. Y. 
Tracy, Wm., South Bap. Cb. N. Y. 
Turpin, W. H. Augusta, Geo. 
Withers, John, Alerandria, D. C. 
Withingtony Elijah, New- York city 
Walker, Charles, Burlington Flata 
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FEMALE MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 

BY A CONTEIBUTION OF THIRTY DOLLARS AND UFWABD0. 



AnthonTt Naocy^ WtahiDgton, Geo. 
Allen, Eliia C, Philadelphia 
Barker, Mrs. Luke, New- York city 
Bishop, Mri., do. 

Bleecker, Mrs. 6. N., do. 
Bennett, Stella K., Bormah 
Batler, Frances, Washington, Geo. 
Cobb, Mis. Sarah R., AtKena, Ga. 
Davia, Mrs. Geo. Mobile, Alabama 
Gardner, Miss Ann P., Bannah 
Gregory, Mrs. Keziah, New- York 
Griswold, Miss S. A do. 

Hill, H. D., TioT 
Haswell, Jane M., Bormah 
Jackson, Mrs. Martha J., Athena, Ga. 
Judson, Sarah H., Bnnnah 



Mcintosh, Mrs. E.G., Albany, N. T. 
Mcintosh, Mrs. W. S., Albany, do. 
Moore, Elizabeth, Hartford, Coonecticut 
Melledge, Ann, Augusta, Geo. 
Perkins, Mrs. Deborah, Hamilton, N. Y. 
Pierce, Mrs. Asenath, do. 

Purser, Mary, N. Y. city 
Seymour, Mrs. Catharine, Albany, N. Y. 
Skeldinff, Mrs. R., South Bp. Ch. N. Y. 
Smith, Susannah, Norway 
Tracy, Mrs. M., South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 
Wade, Mrs. Deborah, Burmah 
Warner, Mrs. Eliza, Trov, New- York 
Waterman, Mary B. A., Burlington 
Williams, Elizabeth, Society HiU, S. C. 
Wells, Rachel, Connecticut 



MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 



BY A CONTRIBUTION OF THIRTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Anderson, I. S., South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Arthur, William, Perry, N. Y. 

Anderson, R. T., Kentucky 

Aaron, Samuel, Burlington, N. J. 

Allen, Geo. do. 

BoUea, Lucius, D. D., Boston 

Biddlsi Wm., New-York city 

Babcock, ir. Rafna, D. D., Philadelphia 

Brouner, J. H., New- York city 

Blain, John, do. 

Banvard, Jodeph, Sooth Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Brown, Amaaa, do. 

Benedict, David, Pawtucket 

Bartolette, Charlea, Amwell, New-Jersey 

Baker, Joseph S., Norfolk^ Ya. 

Brown, Obadiah B., Washmgton city 

Binden, A., Philadelphia 

Baldwin, H F., Hartford 

Burtch, Loman, Pine Plains, N. Y. 

Beebee, T. B., Livonia, N. Y. 

Bloss, Samoel, AnnaviUe 

Backus, S., Groton 

Bishop, John F., Madison co. N. Y. 

Bennett, Ira, York, Liringaton co. N. Y. 

Bennett, Cephas, Burmah 

Bacon, Joel S., Hamilton 

Baldwin, Henry F., Hartford 

Baker, Samuel, Cape Girardeau 

Boozer, John, Burlmgton, N. J. 

Baker, J. H., Connecticut 

Barker, E. M., Reading, Pennsylvania 

Bythewood, Daniel, Beaufort, S. C. 

Bemis, Yaranes, Almond, New-York 

Bentley, William, Connecticut 

Bolles, A., do. 

Bowen, Wm. do. 

Bennett, D. do. 



Chase, Irah, Newton, Massachusetts 

Comstock, G. S., Missionary, Arracan 

Culver, Nathan, Greenwich, N. Y. 

Clarke, Richard, Madison, N. Y. 

CoUom, J. G. Danbury, Connecticut 

Crawford, Luther, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Challias, James M., Upper Freekiold, N. J. 

Cutler, David, Berlin, N. Y. 

Clark, J., Le Roy, N. Y. 

Culpepper, John, Cedar Creek, Pa. 

Carpenter, C. G., Ithaca, N. Y. 

Case, A. Malone, N. Y. 

Conant, Thos. I., Hamilton 

Chapin, Aaa, Bofialo 

Cameron, Jaa. D., Saute-Ste. Marie 

Capron, B. W., Marcellus, N. Y. 

Cushman, Eli^ha, Hartford 

Corwin, Danl. Westerloo 

Clark, Mmer G., Connecticut 

Campbell, J. H. Clinton, Geo. 

Cuninfffaam, Henrv, Savannah 

Dean, iVilliam, Missionary, Siam 

Dye, Enoch P., Providence 

Dodge, Orrin, Sand Lake, N. Y. 

Denison, Charlea W., Delaware, Pa. 

Dana, Alfred 

Darrow, Allen, Marietta, Ohio 

Dye, W. G., Granville 

Dudley, J. H., Sennett, N. Y. 

Dix, Levin, Virginia 

Dodge, O. A. I^zington, Mass. 

Dye, Walter, G., Courtland, N. Y. 

Deland, Charles, Seneca, N- Y. 

Dale, John, SimpsonviUe, Ky. 

Denison, £., CoonecUcoi 

Denison, Wm. do. 

Eaton, Geo. W., Hamilton 
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Eldridffe, Daniel, Utica 

Field, Moses, Hudson, N. Y. 

Fletcher, Leonard, Great Valley, Pa. 

Freeman, T. G., South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Frederick, M., Philadelphia 

Fountain, Ezra, Bedford 

Finlay, John, Tennessee 

Grenell, Z., Paterson, New-Jersey 

Green, J. U., Cozsackie, N. Y. 

Going, Jonathan, D. D. Brookljrn, N. Y. 

Griswold, — Swainsville 

Green, H. K., Borhngton, New- Jersey 

Griffiths, J. W., Middleton, N. Y. 

Gregory, Seth, Franklyn 

Gibbs, James, Rome, N. Y. 

Gillett, P. D., Schenectady, N. Y. 

Geer, Hiram, Ohio 

Going, Ezra, Philadelphia 

Goodman, S., Michigan 

Green, I. H. Parishville, N. Y. 

Goodale, Solomon, Bloomfield, N. Y. 

Gates, Alfred, Connecticut 

Gardner, Richard, Philadelphia 

Gregory. A., Connecticut 

Haven, Clemens, Govemeur, N. Y. 

Hinton, Isaac T., Chicago, 111. 

Hauffhwout, J., South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Hawley, E. H., do. 

Huggens, S., Philadelphia 

Hartshorn, Chancellor, Wate^lle, N. Y. 

Healey, John, Baltimore 

Howard, I. M., Ogdensburgh, N. Y. 

Hall, W. S. ZaneaviUe, Ohio 

Harrington, Daniel, Greenville 

Hodge, Jas. L., N. Y. 

Hascall, Danl. Hamilton 

Hillyer, John F., Athens, Geo. 

Hutchings, Stephen, Bennington, Yt. 

Judson, Adoniram, Missionary, Burmah 

James, David, Newburg, N. Y. 

Jones, Tho. G., Wooster, Ohio 

Jackson, Timothy, Philadelphia 

Jerril, Thomas, Madison county, N. Y. 

Justin, Ira, Lakeville, N. Y. 

Jones, John Taylor, Missionary, 

Johnson, W. G., Whiting, Vt. 

Jenkins, John S., Lower Providence, Pa, 

Jones, Evan, Missionary, Cherokees 

Johnson, W. B., D. D. Edgefield, S. C. 

Kincaid, Eugenie, Burmah 

Kingsley, A., Hamilton, N. Y. 

Knapp, Jacob, do. 

Keyes, Charles B., BaUston, N. Y.^ 

Kingsford, Edw.,Utica 

Kendrick, A. C, Hamilton 

Knowles, J. D., Newton 

Kingsley, A. C, Manchester, N. Y. 

Knowlton, Famam, Connecticut 

Laws, Wm., Yimnia 

Linsley, James H., Stratford, Ct. 

Lamb, R. P., Clinton, N. Y. 



Locke, W. £., ICMMna, N. T. 
Lewis, R. G., Seneca do. 
Lewis, Danl. D., Piscataway, N. J.. 
Lozley, B. R., Philadelphia 
Maclay, Archibald, New- York city 
Murphy, John C, do. 

Marsh, Wm., Upper Canada 
Miles, George S., Westchester, Pa. 
McColsom, S. S., Galway, Ct. 
Miller, William G., New- York city 
Miles, Samuel, Gethsemane, Pa. 
Moore, C. Vincent, Chester county, Pm. 
Mills, Pelatiah W;., WateryUle, N. Y . 
McCoy, Isaac, Missionary* 
Mason, Francis, do. Tavoy 
MauU, Wm., Hatborough, Fa. 
Marshall, Andrew, Savannah 
Mattam, Joseph, Pikesville, Md. 
Miner, Absalom, Rushford, N. Y. 
Nelson, Caleb, Caroline, New-York 
Nickerson, James, Madison county, N. Y. 
Nightengale, Samuel, Salem, New-Jeraey 
Otis, Nathan, Caroline, New- York 
Price, J., Michigan 
Peck, John, Cazenovia, New- York 
Pearce, W. H., CalcutU 
Perkins, Aaron, Hamilton, New- York 
Pomeroy, J., Clifton Park, do. 
Punington, D. B., Freetown 
Park, F. S., West Troy, New- York 
Proudfoot, R., Huntington coon^, Pit. 
Putnam, Daniel, Westwinfield, N. Y. 
Palmer, R, S., Stockholm, New-Yoik 
Quin, Michael, do. 

Raymond, J. H., Hamilton, New- York 
Roberts, Philip, jr. Pleasant Valley, do. 
Rogers, John, Scotch Plains, New-Jersey 
Ransted, Lewis, Macedon, New- York 
Randal, Charles Schuyler, New- York 
Richardson, I. F., Hamilton 
Rockwell, A. F., Newport, New- York 
Sutton, Amos, Missionary, Orissa 
Stetson, Nathan, Philadelphia 
Southwood, William, Petersburg, Va. 
Spencer, Wm., Jacksonville, Illinois 
Skinner, Henry C, Madison, New- York 
Smalley, Henry, Cohansey, New- Jersey 
Spaulding, Silas, Pawtucket 
Shadrack, William, Allegfaanytown, Pk. 
Smitzer, John, Eaton, New- xork 
Stafford, Henry, Keesville, do. 
Smith, Samuel, Cape May, New-Jenej 
Shute, Henry, jr., rhelps, New- York j 
Smith, Howell, do. 

Stone, William, Columbia, Ohio 
Swick, B. R., Seneca, New-York 
Smith, A., UnadiUa 
Shailer, N. E., Connecticut 
Spencer, O., do. 

Twiss, John S., Michigan 
Tucker, Charles, Milesburg, P^ 
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Tagffiity J. Mr., HbaMTi N6w*xoik 

Tandy, WillMm, Kentucky 

Tucker, J. N. T., Madison co. New- York 

Trites, Daniel, Williatown 

Taylor, £kn. W., Hamilton 

Tucker, Anson, Sardinia 

Townsend, 

Tin3on, Joshua, Kingston, Jamaica 

Thompson, William, Salisbury 

Thomas, C. A., Brandon 

Underhill, Charles, Yorktown 

Vinton, J. H., Burmah 

Wayland, Francis, sen., Saratoga, N. Y. 

Winslow, Octavius, Brooklyn, do. 

Wilkes, Thomas, Poaghkeepsie 

Wade, Jonathan, Missionary, Burmah 

Wilson, Samuel, Catskill, New- York 

W«8cott, Isaac, Stillwater, New- York 



Winter, ThomU, Northewt, New-Totk 
Williams, Samuel, Pittslwrg, Pa. 
Welsh, James £., Burlington, N. Jersey 
Wilson, Charles £., Norristown, Pa. 
Wheelock, A., Owego, New- York 
Walker, Joseph, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
White, Samuel, Staten Island, New- York. 
Woolsey, Richard Covert, New- York 
Williams, Calvin, Sing Sing 
Webb. G. S. New-Bronawck, N. J. 
Warren, George, Springville 
Warren, J., Carmel, New- York 
Whitsitt, James, Tennessee 
WeM, Samuel, Connecticut 
Wooster, Henry, do. 
Watrous, A. D., do. 
Yates, William, Missionary, Cakutte 



OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE. 



BY ▲ CONTRIBUTION OF THIRTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Aver, Samuel, Albany, New- York 

Allen, John, Kentucky 

Bancker, John, New-York city 

Bridges, Amos do. 

Barnhurst, J^ Philadelphia 

Brockway, Charles, Broadalban, N. Y. 

Bolton, Daniel, Burlm^n, do. 

Buchanan, William, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Brown, D. B., Michigm 

BuUen, John, Albany 

Booth, Gifford T., Ehnyia Village 

Beebee, A. M., Utica 

Benton, Chester H. 

Bailey, David, New- York city 

Baker, Ambrose, N. Y. 

Buell, Horatio, do. 

Bevan, John, Cincinnati 

Baldwin, Robert, jr. Louisville, Ky. 

Bumam, John, do. 

Baldwin, Edward, Utica 

Battle, Andrews, La Grange, Geo. 

Beaumont, I., Connecticut 

Cowan, JaineA, New- York city 

Church, Origin, Burlington, New-Jersey 

Coolidgc, William, Madison co. N. Y. 

Caswell Nathan, South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Ceoper, J. P., Salem, New-Jersey 

Carpenter, Ira, Natchez 

Clark, George T., Albany, New-York 

CauldwelL, Comeiius, New- York city 

Clay, Porter, Jacksonville, Illinois 

Clark, Orrin, New-York 

Clark, Wm. I., do. city 

Colby, Isaac, Cincinnati 

Carr, Walter, Kentucky 

Campbell, W. P., Tennessee 

Oheevec, Ezekiel, Cummiiiffton, Mass. 

Clark, Theodore, New- York city 

Carney, Richard, Shoulder Hill, Va. 



Cooper, Thomas, Eatonton, Geo. 

Corey, J., Connecticut 

Congdon, Stephen, Con. 

Champlin, J., Con. 

Davis, Thomas, New-York city 

Denison, Edward C, Albany, New- York 

Derby, Freeman, South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Dwinell, WiUiam, New-York 

Douglass, Henry, do. 

Delany, James, Broadalban 

Davie, John C, Kentucky 

Decker, Alfred. New- York city 

Edwards, Robert, do. 

Edwards, Benjamin F., Edwardsville, III. 

Edmunds, Jamea, Hamilton, New- York 

F6z, Albert R., do. 

Francis, Nonntn, Albany, do. 

Forsyth, Russell, do. do. 

Gregory, Charles H., do. ' 

Gregory, Stephen, Sand Lake 

Gamsey, Dutchess counW, New- York. 

Gamiss, Thomas, New- York city 

Granuss, John P., Cincinnati ^ 

Gano, A. G. do. 

Gamett, Richard, Kentucky 

Gibbs, Daniel, Lawrence county, Illhioia. 

Hopper, A., Peterson, New-Jersey 

Houghton, C. W., New-York City 

Halsted, Benjamin, do 

Houghton, G. W., do 

Hill, HUand, CaukiU, New- York 

Harris, David T., New- York City 

Hewitt, Edmund, Oalway 

Hanley, Samuel, Hector, New- York 

Haviland, John, New- York City 

Hastings, Joseph, Troy, New- York 

HubbeU, Alrich, Utica, New-York 

Holt, George, Viiffima 

garland, James, Manchester, N. Y. 
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Hot^and, Martin. Kentucky 

Holhngshead, J. N., do 

Hutchms, Stephen, Bennington, Vt. 

HascalU James Saurin, Poropey, N. Y. 

Harpell, Jonah, Philadelphia 

Ingham, Stephen, Herkimer 

Jones, James, Tennessee 

Jarman, Amos, Alabama 

Jones, John, Philadelphia 

Jones, W. G., Delaware 

Jeffi;ess, I. M. Virginia 

Jones, D., Camden, S. C. 

King, John, Kentucky 

Linnard, James M., Philadelphia 

Ludlam, David, New- York City 

Lippincott, Jesse, Alleghanytown^ Pa. 

L^pineott, Wm., do 

Lloyd, John, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Lathrop, Daniel, Madison County, N. Y. 

Lane, £benezer, Oxford, Ohio 

Latimer, Stephen B., Kentucky 

Lewis, A. F., Courdand, N. Y. 

Lyde, D. R., Society Hill, S. C. 

Lyde, Thomas P., do 

Loomis I., Connecticut 

Mfller, Hugh, New-Yoik City 

McCutchen, Wm. M- do 

Miles, Josh., Milesburg, Pa. 

Martin, R. S., New- York city 

Mnnroe, Daniel, do 

McLallen, John, Truemansburg, N- Y. 

Master, W. E., Virginia 

Moseley, Ebenezer, Madison Co., N. Y. 

Mott, William, Mott's Comer, N. Y. 

Moore, Thomas, New- York city 

Mathews, Edward, Hamilton, New- York 

Mclver, Thomas E., Society Hill, S. C. 

McDonald, Alexander, New- York 

Mason, Truman, Grranville 

Newton, John M., Albany, New- York 

Olmstead, Jonathan, Hamilton, New-Tork 

Piatt, G. W., New- York city 

Probyn, Edward, do 

Peck, Daniel, Albany, New-York 

Piatt, Nathan 0., New-Yoik ciw 

Peck, Montffomeiy, Cliflon Paik, N. Y. 

Parker, Richard, Greenwich, do 

Pohlman, Charles, Albany, do 

Payne, Samuel, Hamilton, do 

Payne, £., do 

Pierce, Alva, do 

P6st, Nathaniel, Newport, New- York 

Post, Charles K., do 

Porter, Lewis, Covert, do 

Pettit, Georffe, Fabius, do 

Park, John, Hartford 

Pyke, Samuel, Kentucky 

pipe, Henry, Antioch, Georgia 

Quarles, Roger, Kentucky 

Quirey, Charles, do 

Rathbone, Samuel, New- York city 

Rees, Captain John C. do 



Richardson, ChiriM, V^w-YoA city 

Rogers, Doctor M ., CmcimHiii 

Rpyle, James, Kentucky 

Richardson, W. H. . do 

Richards, John Y., Vhjpnia 

Richards, W. C. Bennipgtoo, Vermont 

Robinson, G., Connecticut 

Read, George, do 

Sadgebury, James, New- York city 

Smith, Isaac, do 

Suttou, George, do 

Savaiy, Phineas, Annsville 

Sheldon, A. Adams, Jefferson Co. N. Y. 

Stewart, David 

Smith, Ezra, New- York 

Soulden, William, Albany, N. Y. 

Shaw, Samuel, do 

Smith, R. C. South Bap. Ch. N. Y- 

Sommers, Thomas S. do 

Smith, Wm. W., New-York 

Smith, John, Cincinnati 

Smith, Thomas, Kentucky 

Scanland, Robert, do. 

Stephens, Lewis, Alabama 

Smith, Jacob, New- York city 

Spear, P., Hamilton 

Sterry, John H., Utica 

Sherborne, llio. P., Philadelphia 

Sams, Lewis R., Beaufort, S.C. 

Staniels, Micajah M., New- York 

Stephens, G., Connecticut 

Trumbull, Chauncey 

Turk, Peter, Macedon, Wayne co. N. Y. 

Thayer, Ebenezer, Westwinfield, N. Y. 

Thompson, Benjamin, New- York city 

Trevor, Samuel, Cincinnati 

Thomson, Asa, Kentucky 

Tyler, Jas. E., Louisville, do.'' 

Tweed Dale, W. A., Albany 

Thompson, Isaac, M. D., New-London 

Taylor, John M., Cincinnati 

Turner, Gabriel S., Athens, N. Y. 

Van de Boe, Adam, HiUsdale, N. Y. 

Van Buskirk C, Kentucky 

Whipple, John G. 

Wellslager, John, New- York city 

White, John, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Wooden, Peter, Hannibal 

Whippel, Otis, Greenwich 

Williams, William, New- York city 

Woodruff, Halsey, Albany, do. 

Warner, Calvin, Troy, * do. 

Winterton, Wm., New- York city 

Wyckoff, J. N. do. 

WUson, F. N., Catskill, N. Y. 

Wilson, Wm. do. 

Walker, Henry, MaysviUe 

West, John, N. Y. city 

Wilson, James, do. 

Wilson, John F., Society Hill, 8. C. 

Wilson, L D., do. 

Young, Nathan, Brooklyn, New- York 



Rathbone, James, Frankfort, New- York | Yates, Warner M., Tennessee 
H&ed^ Ihrid, Utica, do 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF THK 



AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 



; Art. I. The name pf this Society shall be The American and Fobkxgn Bibli 
[' Society. ' , ^ 

Art. II. It shall be the object of the Society to aid in the wider circuladon of tbe 
;• Holy Scriptures IN ALL LANDS. 

' Art. III^ Each contributor of three dollars annually shall be a member. 
/t|^! Art. IV. Each contributor of thirty dollars at one time shall be a member for Bfe* 
O^ • Art. V. Each contributor of one hundred and fifty dollars shall be a life director. 
Jr* Art. VI. All Life Directors, shall have the privilege of participating in the ddibe- 
V rations of the Board, and such Life Directors as are members in good standing of Bap- 
Vi list Churches, shall be members of the Board. 

''y^ . Art. VII. All Bible Societies agreeing to place their surplus funds vti the treasury of 
the "Sbciety, shall be auxiliaries, and the officers of such societies cdiall be ex offieio di- 
■r rectors of this. 

Art. VIII. A Board of Managers shall be appointed to conduct the bosiness of 

^ the Society, consisting of thirty-six brethren in good standing in Baptist churcheii 

.^ J sixteen of whom shall reside in the city of New-York, or its vicinity ; the whole Board 

' to be elected annually by the Society, and to hold their office until superseded by a new 

V election. The Board shall have power to fill such vacancies as may occur in their 

number. 

Art. IX. The President, Vice Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurer, shall be 
„' ex officio members of the Board. 

Art. X. The managers shall meet monthly, or oftener if necessary, at such time 
and place as they shall adjourn to, five of whom shall be a quorum. 

Art. XL The managers shall have the power of appointing such persons as may 
have rendered essential services to the Society, either members for life, or directors for 
Ufe, 

Art. XII. At the meetings of the Society, and of the Board of Managers, the Pre- 
sident, or, in his absence, the Vice President first upon the list then present^ and in tbe 
absence of all the Vice Presidents, the treasurer, and in his absence, snch member as 
shall be chosen for that purpose, shall preside, 
•l^- Art. XIII. The annual meeting of the Society shall be held at New-York, on the 
day before the last Wednesday in April in each year, -or at any other time or place, at 
the option of the Society, when the accounts of the treasurer shall be presented, and a 
President, Vice Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurer, and such other officers as they may 
deem necessary, together with a Board of Managers, shall be chosen for the ensuing 
year. 

Art. XIV. The President shall, at the written request c^ six members of the Board, 
call special meetings of the Board of Managers, causing at least three days' notice of 
such meetings to be given. 

Art. XV. The whole of the minutes of every meeting shall be signed by the Chair- 
man and Secretary. 

Art. XVI. No alteration shall bo made in this Constitution, except by the vote of 
two thirds of the members of the Society present at an annual meeting. 



OFFICEBS AND MAlVAOfiBS. 



President. 

SPENCER H. CONE, of NexD-York. 
Tice-President8« 



Nicholas Brown, Rhode Island, 
JosiAH W. S SAVER, Maine, 
JosiAH QuiNCT, New-Hampshire, 
John P. Skinner, Vermont, 
Jambs H. Dwoan, Massachusetls, 
Friend Humphrey, New-York, 
Stephen B. Munn, do, 
James Vanderpool, New-Jersey, 
Joseph Miles, Pennsylvania, 
"William 6. Jones, Delaware, 
Stephen Chapin, Dist, of Columbia, 
Alexander Fleet, Virginia, 
EuAS CoMSTOOK, Michigan, 
Jeremiah Vardeman, Missouri, 
Hiram Rider, Connecticut, 
Richard Fuller, South Carolina, 



John B. Oniell, South Carolina, 
Peter P. Lawrence, N. Carolina, 
John L. Daoo, Alabama, 
£. D. King, do. 

W. H. TuRPiN, Georgia, 
Thomas Cooper, do. 
Benjamin WniTEriELo, Mississippi. 
R. B. C. Howell, Tennessee, 
R. T. DiLLARD, Kentucky, 
James Dunlavy, Ohio, 
Jesse L. Holman, Indiana, . 
Benjamin F. Edwards, Ulinoist 
Charles Felder, Mississippi, 
James Wilson, Maryland, 
S. M. Bryan, Louisiana- 



Chablbs 6. SoMMERS, of Now-York, Corresponding Secretary. 
William Colgate, of Now- York, Treasurer. 
John West, of New- York, Recording Secretary. 
Ira M. Allen, General Agent and Assistant Treasurer. 



1 


• 
Managers. 


L. Barker, M. D. New-York. 


R- Babcock, jr. Philadelphia. 


Nathan Caswell, 




R. W. Cushman, *^ 


William Church, 




A. D. Gillett, « 


Ephraim Corning, 




George B. Ide, '* 


James Cowan, 




Daniel Dodge, " 


J. B. Halstead, 




Robt. TurnbuU, Hartford, 


Wm. Hill man, 




Wm. Crane, Baltimore, 


Elijah Lewis, 




Thomas Meredith, N. Carolina, 


John R. Ludlow, 




W. B. Johnson, S. Carolina, 


Richard C McCormick " 


. J. K. Mclyer, S. Carolina, 


Isaac Newton, 


<( 


S. W. Lynd, Cincinnati, 


R. Pegg, 


<( 


Jesse Mercer, Georgia, 


Thomas Purser, 


C( 


Samuel Love, Knoxville^ 


Jas. H. Townsend, 


(« 


D. D. Pratt, New-Hampshire, 


Robert F. Winslow; 


(( 


John Conant, Vermont, 


Wm. Winterton, 


(( 


Lucius Bolles, Boston, 


Wm. H. Wyckoff, 


(« 


W. F. Broaddus, Virginia, 


B. T. W^elch, Albany, 




Alexis Caswell, Providence. 



AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 



The Society held its Annual Meeting on Tuesday, the 2Sd of April, 
1839, in the Meeting house of the First Baptist Church, Second-street, 
Philadelphia. An hour was spent in religious exercises; brethren 
Chapin of Washington ; Baker of Norfolk ; Rand of New Hampshire ; 
Sym of New-Jersey ; Adams of Baltimore ; Sears of Massachusetts'; 
and Goadby, late missionary in Orissa, engaged in prayer. 

The President, S. H. Cone, took the Chair at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The nineteenth Psalm was read by brother D. Sharp, of Boston. 

Prayer by brother Rufus Babcock, jr. of Philadelphia. 

Brethren Chapin, Bennett, Sears, Baker, and Adams, were appointed 
a/ Committee, to nominate Officers and Managers for the ensuing year. 

The following abstract of the Treasurer's account was presented, 
and on motion of brother Daniel Dodge, of Philadelphia, seconded by 
brother Wm. Crane, of Baltimore, was accepted. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



WiLLrAM CoLOATfi, Trcomrer, in account with the American ai^d FoBiicnr Bi- 

BLS Society. 



1838 
May 23. 



Sept. 26. 
1839. 
Feb. 16. 
April 5. 
1838 
July 25. 



By Baptist General Convention ' in the United States, for 
Missionary purposes^ to aid in printing and circulating the 
Sacred Scriptures, in the following languages, 



Ce. 



Siamese, 
Burmese, 
Asamese, 
Karen, - 
Teloogoos, 



$1000 00 
1000 00 
1000 00 
1000 00 
1000 00 



It 



Do. for printing and circulating the Sacred Scriptures in 

Asia, by their missionaries, 

Do. do. do. 

Do. do. do. 



« 



It 



" Baptist Missionary Society, London, for printing and cir- 
culating the Sacred Scriptures in the Bengali, Hindustani, 
Sanskrit, Armenian, and Oridsa languages, ... 

" Amount of Salary and Tiaveiling expenses paid to 
Agents, 

By amount paid for Stereotyping, Printing, Paper, Binding, 
&c. for Bibles, Testaments, Quarterly, and Circulars, 

By Insorarice, Interest, Discount and Exchange, 

By Counterfeit Bank Notes, 

By Balance of account canied forward, . . . . 



5000 

5000 
5000 
5000 



5000 

1052 35 

10640 47 

- 318 70 

26 76 

6275 44 

«438S8 80 



I 28. 1 To Balance brooghl forward, ..-•-- tlOOTS 05 



I 80. 



To amount of receipti from AnxiliarySocMtiM, Associations, - 
Churches, and Individuals, since last Annual Report, - - 34746 76 

$488S8 80 



To Balance of account, 0276 44 

This Balance is constituted as follows : 

Bills receivable, • * $982 08 

Certificates of Deposite, • 671 00 

Uncurrent money, - - 822 00 

AvaUable Cash on hand • 4440 81 



#0276 44 



The undersigned havinff audited the above account, find it eonoet ; 
leaving a balance in the Treasurer's hands of $6276 44. 

EUJAH LEWIS, \ Au^Umg 
J. K. LUDLOW, $ CommitU$. 
April 20, 1839. 



The President, Spencer H. Cone, of New- York, then addresaed the 
»eting. 

ioved Friends and Fellow Labourers in the Lord ! 

A review of the gracious dealings of Divine Providence, in 
erence to the operations of the American and Foreign Bible 
ciety, is calculated to excite emotions of the liveliest gratitude, 
ith but one Agent, our indefatigable brother Maclay, the re- 
jpts of the Treasurer for the current year, have furnished a 
atifying proof of the estimation in which the Society continues 
be held by the Baptists of the United States, and a pleasing 
esage, that still more liberal supplies may be confidently anti^ 
pated, as new facilities are presented to expend them judi- 
3usly. 

The desire to give to the nations pure versions of the Sacred 
jriptures, and the assured conviction that this important object 
uld be attained more perfectly, and to a much wider extent by a 
stinct Bible organization, first induced the establishment of this 
stitution. At the close of a year's successful operation, the 
laracter of the enterprise was submitted to a Convention of 
rethren conspicuous alike for numbers, and piety, and talent, 
»embled two years since within thjese walls ; and after three 
iys spent in animated discussion, and i^^€t^ ^^ciosts&ssa^ 



that Convention sanctioned, with singular unanimity and fervour, 
the propriety and expediency of the measure. In the exercise of 
Christian courtesy, the poany yielded to the wishes of a few, and 
the eflForts of your Board of Managers were limited, during the 
succeeding year, to the circulation of the Word of God in foreign 
tongues. At the last anniversary, this feature of the ConstitutioQ 
was obliterated by the unanimous vote of the Society, and to our 
original motto — The Bible translated — ^we were permitted 
to add — The Field is the World ! The debateable ground 
being thus happily passed over, we had only to commend our- 
selves, in humble reliance upon Almighty God, to the work evi- 
dently set before us. 

As Americans and as Baptists, we have from the b^inningfelt 
the claims of our country, and at the earliest practicable period com- 
menced arrangements to furnish an adequate supply of the com- 
monly received version ; and we trust we shall be enabled to exe- 
cute this part of our duty in a manner creditable to the Society, 
and entirely satisfactory to our auxiliaries and patrons. 

Under existing circumstances, however, it is manifest that our 
resources and energies must be mainly employed in printing and 
circulating translations made by Baptist missionaries, in heathen 
lands. From us they expect the requisite aid, and indeed, they 
have almost ceased to look for it from any other quarter. Their 
appeals are of the most thrilling nature, and cannot fail to provoke 
the liberality of many who pray — Thy kingdom come ! 

Brother Thomas, of Calcutta, in a recent communication to 
Mr. Dyer, remarks— "In the great work of giving the Word of 
God to the World, our press is now highly honoured. At the 
present moment we have going through the press, the New Tes- 
tament, Psalms, and extra gospels, in the Armenian, Hindustani, 
Bengali, and Sanskrit, comprising altogether more than twenty 
thousand volumes. These versions, made by Baptist missiona- 
ries, are printed at the expense of the contributors to our transla- 
tion fund, or of that generous friend of our Biblical eflforls, the 
American and Foreign Bible Society." 

The venerable Judson, in a letter addressed to the treasurer, 
after speaking of the brethren engaged in the Burmese, Pegnan, 
Bengali, Siamese, Karen, and Shyan versions, employs the fol- 
lowing energetic language. "All the translators above men- 
tioned, I know from personal acquaintance to be able, competent 
xzMo; p/iilo/cigjsts, scholars ; can^d,\ipT\g\v\^^oi^a^\&\i>^^^ 



ers after truth : men, who would rather have their right handtf 
cut off, than knowingly pervert a single particle of the Word of 
Crod : men, who are worthy the entire confidence of the Christian 
public. And as we are all sworn to give in our translations, to 
the best of our ability, the Word of God, the whole word^ and 
nothing but the word, in defiance of the lady of Babylon and alt 
her progeny ; there is no point in the whole visible creation to 
which we can look for support, but the American and Foreign 
Bible Society. Here we stand; we cannot change our position ; 
we must not desert our post ; God help us, and you !** What an 
appeal ! He then goes on to say, "In the preceding, I have men- • 
tioned six translations only ; but every year will doubtless bring 
a new one. We have the Paho, the Toung-thoo, and the Kyen, 
just at our door. And how many are at the doors of Bankok 
and Sadiya, and on the way to China, and in Great China itself, 
and in all Asia and unexplored Africa, and the Islands of the sea, 
what pen is competent to set forth ? The Angel with the ever- 
lasting Gospel, has already poised his wing and commenced hicr 
flight. May the prayers and the alms of the churches speed him . 
on his glorious career through the wide world !" 

These extracts may suffice to show us the vastness of the 
field we are called upon promptly to occupy. The contempla- 
tion of it, when contrasted with our own feebleness, might well' 
appal the stoutest heart ) but we will wait upon the Lord and 
renew our strength ; we will emulate the exploits of saints of ther 
olden time, who through faith waxed valiant in fight ^ and turn- 
ed to flight the armies of the aliens ; we will remember, that 
Jonathan, -with a single armour-bearer, took possession of the 
strong hold of the Philistines ; and it may be that the Lord ynft 
work for us ; for there is no restraint to the Lord^ to save by' 
many or by few. 

Some of the friends of truth have expressed both surprise and 
r^et, that the success of the gospel among the heathen, in thisr 
our day^ has been so disproportionate to th^ amount of men and 
money employed iii its propagation. They certainly did not in- 
tend by these remarks to convey the idea, that the means expend- 
ed exceeded in value the souls actually converted.^ God forbid ! 
" Heap worlds on worlds, one soul outweighs them all." That our 
success has been inconsiderable, when compared with the tri- 
umphs of the Cross in Apostolic times, is ixid»^ ^ ^\a<ifctil \sfiC- 
feigned sotrow and deep humUiation oi laeaxX^ \soX ^2Kak ^b^rat**. 
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veakBD) in the slightest degree, our obligation to obey the com- 
mand of Christ, TO preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture ; to send the word of life, as we have opportunity and abi- 
lity, to the destitute family of man. Of one thing we are cer- 
tain ; the LordPs hand is not shortened, that it cannot save ; 
neither his ear heavy^ that it cannot hear. If we are straitened, 
We are straitened in our own bowels ; and want of success^ as 
far as we are concerned, instead of relaxing our exertions in the 
cause of God, should only lead to great searchings of heart I 
Are we the men to be employed in this holy enterprise, or shaU 
there enlargement and deliverance arise from another place? 
That Jesus shall see of the travail of his soul and be saiisjiei, 
there can be no doubt; but who knoweth whether we have 
been brought into the world /or such a tims as this ? Or, per- 
adventure, we have placed unscriptural reliance upon means ; 
— upon the wisdom of our plans — the skill and fidelityof our 
translators — the zeal and energy of our missionaries ; — and 
have not been properly and habitually impressed with the ne- 
cessity and power of the Spirit's influences, in our every 
effort to promote the interests of Messiah's kingdom. Exalted 
Prince and Saviour ! give us repentance for this our sin, that we 
may turn from it, and cleave unto the Lord with purpose of 
heart. Beloved brethren, we have been baptized into the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and true 
to our profession, it becomes us not only to have distinct concep- 
tions of the personal agency of the Spirit, but to rely with un- 
wavering confidence upon his infinite efiiciency in the conver- 
sion of sinners. Do we labour for souls? do we hope for suc- 
cess ? we must lift up our eyes to the Throne of Grace, until the 
Spirit be poured upon us from on high ; then our Bibles will 
not be distributed in vain ; then shall the wilderness and the 
solitary place be glad for them, and the desert sfioll ryoice and 
blossom o^ the rose ; then shall a nation be born in a day^ and 
willing converts exceed in number the dew-drops of the morning. 
O Lord, hasten thy word to perform it ; send the r,od of thy 
strength out of Zion ; let the skies pour down righteousness ; 
let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation ! O Lord^ 
hear; O Lord, forgive ; O Lord, hearken and do ; defer not, 
for thine own sake, O our God ; for thy City and thy People 
are called by thy Nam^ ! 

Tim Cameponding Secretary, CYi«r\es G. ^omtostv ol "^Sw*- 
Tark, thmn read an abstract of the Aimxi^V Ue^ti. 



REPORT. 



A RETHosPECTivE view of Divinc Providence in the origin and 
progress of the American and Foreign Bible Society, impels your 
Board of Managers again to express their gratitude to God. They 
avail themselves of another anniversary to congratulate, and tp 
encourage to further and still itiore enlarged benevolence, thos^ 
who during the past year have contributed towards the distribu- 
tion of that sacred book which proclaims salvation through the 
blood of Christ, to a ruined world. 

In presenting their report, the Board are happy in the belief 
that the American and Foteign Bible Society has convened on 
this anniversary, unanimous as to the objects of the Institutio^i 
and under the auspices of heaven, advancing towards the coiJ- 
summation of its hopes. At no period, since the formation of the 
Society, have the Board been more entirely convinced, that the 
cause of truth demanded such an organization ; and, the appro- 
bation of brethren in America, Europe, and Asia, fiimishes a 
constantly accumulating testimony, that the course pursued by 
our denomination, while it has obtained the concurrence of the 
churches of Christ, will not fail to enjoy the smiles of the Sa- 
viour. One of the British missionaries in Calcutta, writes: — 
" With gratitude to God have we heard of the formation of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, and of the vigorous mea- 
sures adopted in order to secure its permanency and usefulness. 
The news brought relief to our minds, encouragement to our 
hearts, and power to our hands. We h^d long felt the need of 
measures of the kind being taken '^ but saw nothing to encou- 
rage the expectation of their adoption ; the hope appeared vain. 
Little did we think, th^t our reject^ applications to the Socie- 
ties of England and America, were designed to be the means of 
bringing into existence an institution, whose declared object is to 
carry into effect, principles, the practical application of which has 
subjected us to a kind of excomnnmicatiou. W. S& VtxS^?^ ^^ 
freshing to observe the noble stand yovi \\aN^ TOSbfia va. kso^- 

B 
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rica, and the energetic measures you have adopted, to give 
unto the millions of Asia, translated into their various lan- 
guages, the whole word of God. What our friends in England 
will do, I cannot tell; but I am every day more and more 
convinced of the desireableness, and in fact, the necessity, if we 
are to do any thing to purpose, of our acting as a denomination 
for ourselves and by ourselves. No other way appears to me in 
which we can expect to do so much good, or to do it with so much 
comfort. Here is an open door. I doubt not you will boldly en- 
ter, and throughout these extensive dominions spread the sacred 
volume, and thus hasten that glorious period, when these vast re- 
gions shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord aS the waters 
cover the sea." In accordance with this view of the subject, 
yoiir Board would say : — Let the grandeur of the enterprise in 
which we have embarked, occupy and fill our hearts. Let them 
expand under the genial warmth of christian harmony and love. 
Let us carry out the great principles of that book, where every 
sentiment is pure and lovely, great and elevated. Let the mem- 
bers of this Society exemplify their devotedness to Him who has 
stamped upon the pages of the Bible, the glorious image of him- 
self. 

HOME DISTRIBUTION. 

In recording the domestic transactions of the Society, the Board 
'would mainly refer to the details embraced in the account of 
contributions received, auxiliary societies, life directors, and mem- 
bers, constituted during the past year. They regard the pros- 
perity of the institution, and the growing number of its friends, 
not only in every part of our own country, but in Great Britain, 
Germany, Asia, and wherever its principles have been explain- 
ed, as a cheering indication of its increasing usefulness. The 
Board attribute the increasing attention of the American commu- 
nity to t^e objects and interests of this institution, notwithstanding 
numerous local claims, and an almost paralyzing embarrassment 
in the pecuniary aflairs of the nation, in a great degree, to the 
regularity with which the quarterly and annual meetings of the 
Auxiliary Societies have been attended. This is a point of great 
moment, and should never be forgotten. The Board hope that 
every practicable measure will be ado\)\/&d Xo ^q.\xx^ ^\ ^ ^<;Jii 
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meetings, the assistance of the most able and devoted ministers, 
and private brethren ; as a means of creating and sustaining the 
interest of anniversary meetings, and of thus augmenting the 
funds of the Auxiliary Societies. They would also request par- 
ticular attention to the importance of transmitting their annual 
reports to the Corresponding Secretary of the Parent Institution? 
in time to enable him to incorporate a statement of their doings 
in the annual report of this Society. 

In accordance with the second article of the Constitution, and 
the special directions of the Society at their last annual meeting, 
the Board appointed a special committee of three, to prepare and 
print King James' version of the Bible, published in 1611, viz : 

Twenty-j5ve thousand copies of the New Testament, for Sun- 
day schools, in Nonpareil. 

Five thousand copies of the New Testament, in BrevieK 

Five thousand copies of the whole Bible, in Brevier. 



SPECIMENS OF THE PRINTING TYPES OF THE SOCIETY'S BOOKS. 



NONPAREIL SUNDAY SCHOOL TS8TAMJBNT. 



Matthew viii. 11. \ 

11 And I say unto you, that many 
■hall come from the East and West, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kiogdom of 
hearen. 



Ephenana iv. 5, 6. 

5 One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, 

6 One God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you 
ail. 



BREVIER NEW TESTAMENT. 



Acts V. 41, 4». 

41 IT And they departed from the pre- 
sence of the Council, rejoicing thatthey 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for 
his Name. 

42 And daily in the Temple, and in 
every house, they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ. 



ReveUuionM zxii. 19. 

19 And if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this' pro. 
phecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of Ufe, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book. 



BREVIER BIBLE, 12H0. 



Ezodus ziii. 21, 22. 

21 And the LORD went before them 
by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them 
the way, and by night in a pillar of fire, 
to give them light to go by day and night 

22 He took not away the pillar of the 
cloud by day, nor the pillar of fir© by 
nightf/rom before the people. 



1 Samuel zvii. Z7. 

37 David said moreover. The LORD 
that delivered me out of the paw of the 
Lion, and out of the paw of the Bear, 
he will deliver me out of the hand of 
this Philistine. And Saul aeid uteto \i^ 
vid, Go, and xVi^ ^lO^T^ \i^ m^'^^* 
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FRICBS OP THE SOCIETY'S BOOKS* 

12ino. Bible, Brevief, Sheep, - - " - $0 65 

Do. do. do. Calf, - - - - 80 

Do. New Testament, Cloth, - - - 18| 

Do. do. Sheep, - - - 25 

18 mo. New Testament, Nonpareil, Cloth, - 12i 

Do. do. do. Sheep, - 16 

Do. do. Morocco, Gilt, - 37^ 

toONATIOKS op BOOKS. 

At the hieeting of the Board in March last, it was unanimously 

JResdvedj " That one thousand copies of our Nonpareil New 

Testament, be presented to the New-England Sabbath School 

Union." The following is an extractfrom the letter acknowledging 

the grant, and the $afe arrival of the books. 

Doar Sir,-^Your letter containing a resolution of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, presenting one thousand copies of your Nonpa- 
reil New Testament, to the New-England Sabbath School Union, was 
duly received. The Testaments came safe to hand a few days since. 

In the absence of the Corresponding Secretary, allow me, in behalf 
p( the Board of oar Union, to express to you, and through vou to the 
Board of the American and Foreign Bible Society, our acknowledg- 
ments for your very generous donation. Be assured, that this instance 
of your kind regard to our Institution, will long be remembered with 
pleasure. 

I ought to state before closing, that the mechanical execution of the 
Testament you have sent us, is in our opinion highly creditable to your 
Institution. Many have spoken of it with much pleasure. I have sel- 
dom seen a Testament presenting so fair and beautiful a page. 

Hoping that your praiseworthy Institution may be crowned with the 
blessing of heaven, and be instrumental of accomplishing great good, I 
am with Christian esteem, your obedient servant, 

H. S. WASHBOURNE, Agenl of N. E. S. S. U. 

In re-printing the first edition of the Scriptures promulged by 
order of King James ; the Board of Managers have felt tha.t they 
were restoring to the English reader, the original and authorized 
version of the English Bible ; which in the severatl editions through 
which it has passed in Britain and America, has been repeatedly 
altered, without any other authority than the will of the societies 
by whom it has been published. It is well known that there was 
nol one Baptist among the forty-seveti liaiiA^lOT^ ^^V^\ti\j(d by 
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King James, and that we have never acknowledged that their 
version of the Scriptures was in all respects /ai^A/^t</. In com- 
mon with other Christians, we have been willing to receive it, 
only, because hitherto we have supposed that the time had not 
come to attempt an improved and faithful version, well ^mowing 
that in such an undertaking we must stand alone, and could hope 
for no assistance from Paedobaptists, whose denondnational ex* 
istence depends upon the non-translation of those words in the 
New Testament which relate to the ordinance of BaptisnL But 
although we have not given " a new translation^^ we have 
thought it expedient to reprint that edition which we deem the 
only authorized version of the English Bible. The only improve- 
ments made in the present edition, so as better to adapt it to ge- 
neral use, have been, correcting t3^graphical errors, and restor* 
ing capital letters and italics^ (where other publishers have 
deviated from the authorized version) — ^modernizing the spelling, 
and giving the proper grammatical changes to the indefinite ar- 
ticle. The Board are happy in the belief, that the edition of the 
Bible, which they have prepared for the Society, so &r as regards 
accuracy, mechanical execution^ and the price at which it is 
aflforded, is unsurpassed by any edition of the Scriptures before 
oflfered to the public ; and they earnesdy solicit the co-opera- 
tion of auxiUary societies, in its distribution throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. 

In the r^ons of human policy, too much light may be as fa* 
tally over^elming as too litde ; but in the moral world, God 
has ordained the unveiled revelation of his will, to be at once the 
solace and the safeguard of mankind. In a country like this, 
where every man may adopt any creed and every creed, or no 
creed at all, it must be evident, that the extensive difiiision of the 
Bible is the only means of preventing that most fearful of all 
evils, universal corruption ; the offspring of universal ignorance* 
The Board therefore contemplate the work oi domestic distribu- 
tion as a sacred and indispensable department of their labours. 

In our own land we behold an expanding field of usefulness 
— here the enginery of the press may exert its mightiest powers 
over the minds of unborn millions, in a country exceeding the 
extent of the whole of Europe — ^here future generations will 
contemplate a teeming popiilation, possessing one common lan- 
guage, united by the bonds of a common bTO\\v(St\v<;^cA--\s^^ 
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and acting in a kindred mass, and amalgamated into one vast 
empire, bounded only by the geogtaphieal limits of the conti- 
nent. Facts prove that the population of America, has, ^ during 
the last two centuries, doubled itself in periods of less than 25 
years, and in another century the freemen upon this continent, 
will probably outnumber the present millions of China. K the 
energy of the human mind is here as elsewhere, to bear a pro- 
portion to the masses which prompt it to good or to evil ; what 
will be the future condition of our country, unless the dissemina- 
tion of the Scriptures can be made conimensurate with the in- 
crease of a nation who even now claim dominion over an empire 
beyond the limits of Alexander's ; and still, pressing onward to- 
wards ah ever receding horizon. Hundreds of thousands are 
even now floating oh the westward tide of emigration towards 
the setting sim, and the most powerful of all motives call on us 
to send with them not ojaly our laws and civil institutions, but 
the Bible, as the only imperishable foundation upon which the 
hopes of the present and future generations of the American re- 
pubUq can be consolidated— the only repository of those deathle® 
truths which elevate and sanctify the human mind. 

FOREIGN DISTRIBUTION. 

Since the period of the incipient organization of the Society 
in 1836, the Board have appropriated $50,500 to the ^vork of 
translating and distributing the Bible. And, although in regard 
to some of the regions of heathenism, they have felt that the 
hope in which they sow must necessarily encounter delay, yet they 
beUeve that theirs is, a " hope that maketh not ashamed." The 
times and the seasons are at the disposal of God ; but the duty to 
persevere in scattering, wherever a field can be found, " th^ good 
seed," which able and devoted men have with so much labour 
prepared, is ours. " In due time we shall reap if we faint not." 

TRANSLATIONS MADE BY BAPTIST MISSIONARIES. 

The Board of Managers consider it due to the denomination, 
and to the glorious cause of Biblic£^ translations, to spread before 
their friends, a brief outline of the efficient labours of Baptists, 
in giving the sacred Scriptures to all nations. Although the 
subjoined statement is, in the absence of requisite documents, un- 
aroJdably imperfect ; they hope in some fixture Report so to en- 
larg-e and complete the details of tTmis mtetesXiw^ Vyf\c^\io ^^^ ^ 
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« 

that in labours promotive of the conversion of the world, Bap- 
tists have never been unconcerned or inactive. 

In 1793, the late excellent Dr. Carey, whose praise is in aU 
the churches of the East, left his native land, in the Kron Prin- 
cessa Maria, a Danish East-Indiaman, to take up. his abode in a 
heathen land ; and in about seven years after landing at Seram- 
pore, he completed the translation and printing of the Bengali 
New Testament. 

In 1801, he was appointed Professor of Sanskrit, Bengali and 
Mahratta, in the College at Fort William, and until the termina- 
tion of his eminently useful life, he continued to enjoy peculiar 
advantages as a translator of the Bible. As early as December, 
1813, he says : "The increasing and pressing demand for the 
Holy Scriptures is so great, that though we have ten presses coa- 
stantly at work, the demands cannot be supplied. Besides the 
translations going on under our own superintendence, which are 
now twenty-one in number, and of which sixteen are now in the 
press, we are printing a large edition of the New Testament in 
Chinese." In 1815, Dr. Carey and his associates were employed 
in translating and printing the Bible in twenty-seven languages 
of Asia, spoken by more than half the inhabitants of the globe. 
Although it is true, that the Bible still continued untranslated into 
many other languages, yet, the population where those languages 
are spoken, is comparatively small, scarcely amounting to a tenth 
of the human family. Assisted by the late Messrs. Thomas, 
Ward, and Felix Carey, he has published the Bible in whole or 
in part in thirty-nine languages. Of these the entire volume of 
Revelation has been printed in seven languages, viz. the Sans- 
krit^ Bengali, Hindi, (or Hindue) Orissa, (or Oriya) Mahratta^ 
Assamese, and Panjabi languages. 

The New Testament was published by Dr. Carey in twenty- 
three languages or dialects, and smaller portions of the Scrip- 
tures in nine other languages. To this may be added, the entire 
Bible, translated into the Chinese by Dr. Marshman ; two edi- 
tions of which have been printed and circulated. These trans- 
lations, made by Baptist Missionaries, are entitled to respect, not 
only because as good probably as under their circumstances 
could be produced by any body of translators ; but because they 

WERE THE FIRST IN EACH LANGUAGE RESPECTIVELY, that 

had ever been prepared for the hundieds o^ xcSKyqw^ ^\\a Ns&isK^ 
those regions of darkness. 
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The late Mr. Chamberlain translated and printed, previous to 
his death, an edition of the New Testament in the BrajBhasha 
language. And a new version of the Testament in the Hindi, 
was also prepared by the same indefatigable brother, and at the 
time of his death it was printexi as far as the Epistle to the Corin- 
thians. 

Mr. Amos Sutton,, of Cuttack, assisted by his brethren in 
Orissa, is at present engaged in preparing an improved version 

of the Scriptures in the Uriya language, of which the Gospels, 

and Psalms have been printed, and a large number circulated 

among the natives of that province. In June last, your Board 

appropriated $1000 to promote the translation and distribution of 

the Scriptures in Orissa. 

]M[r. Thompson of Delhi, has also executed, a revised version 
of the Psalms, aiid several other books of the Scriptures in EEindi, 
of which two editions have lately been printed at Serampore. 

Mr. Lish, of Oherrapungi, is at present engaged in transladng 
the Bible into the language of the Khasiyas, a large tribe in- 
habiting the mountains lying north-east of Bengal. 

The late Mr. Chater, of Colombo^ in Ceylon, was an effective 
coadjutor in the preparation of the Cingalese Scriptures, and is 
now succeeded by the able services of Mr. Daniel. 

Mr. Bruckner, of Samarang, in Java, translated the New 
Testament into the Javanese language ; an edition of which has 
since been printed at the mission press, in Bengal. 

Mr. Nathaniel M. Ward, residing at Padang, in Sumatra, com- 
pleted a new version of the Testament in Malay, several years 
since. But having at the date of the last accounts, discovered 
about 50,000 words of this widely spoken language, hitherto 
quite unknown to Europeans, he has deemed it proper to defer 
its publication for the present. He is in the mean time engaged 
in preparing a translation of the Old Testament in the same lan- 
guage. 

To the foregoing the Board have great pleasure in reporting 
the several " revised vej^sions" now in course of preparation, 
under the care of the Calcutta Baptist Missionaries. 

BENGALI. 

Id this language the whole of the Old Testammt has been 
prepared, and two editions of the ^ew Te^\;Qm^TvX«Xi^^^^\sft 
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have beea printed, and a third edition of the New Testament is 
going through the press ; 500 copies of which have been printed 
at the expense of this Society, and contains theii imprint on the 
title page. 

From very recent communications your Board learn, that ano- 
ther edition of the Bengali New Testament, consisting of 8000 
copies of the Gospels, 4000 of the Acts, and 1,500 of the Epistles, 
has been put to press, on account of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society. And it is intended shortly to commence an edi- 
tion of the whole Bible in the same language. 

Of the aid furnished in printing the Bengali and Hindustani 
New Testament, Brother Thomas, of Calcutta, in a letter of April, 
1838, thus speaks : " I have been struck with the pleasing coinci- 
dence that on the 7th of June last, you voted $5000 to aid us, and on 
the 14th of the same month, I put the first form of our new Hindus- 
tani translation to press, having in concert with my brethren, de- 
termined to print 1000 copies of the entire Testament, 2000 of each 
of the Gospels and Acts. We little thought, that the Master we 
serve, had aheady answered our prayers, and inclined you to place 
funds at our disposal, not only to enable us to complete this work ; 
but to carry on with vigour others of a kindred nature." He 
goes on to say : " We shall immediately commence two new edi- 
tions in Bengali, and probably one in Sanskrit. These we think 
to print entirely at your expense ; the three editions will make 
together about 30,S50 volumes, and will cost, exclusive of bind- 
ing, about 12,000 rupees, ($6000.) Next, however, to rendering 
these versions as correct as possible ; to effect which, we are not 
disposed to spare time or expense ; our object will be to make the 
most of the fiinds placed at our disposal, and to execute the work 
in the most economical manner." 

HINDUSTANI. 

An improved version of the New Testament in this language, 
is now being printed, with the addition of marginal references^ 
which, to native preachers and other studious readers of the Bible, 
is by competent judges regarded as an invaluable accompani- 
ment. In this translation, say the missionaries, in a recent com- 
munication, " It has been our constant object to present the sa- 
cred text in simple language and a pure idiomatic st^l^^^ ^i^a^ 
it might be easily understood by the uuWtvv^^ ^xi^ ^^ ^^ ^JsfiR^ 

C 
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time acceptable to the educated part of the coramanity. That 
they have to a considerable e5ctent succeeded in these endea- 
vours, they are encouraged to believe, from the numerous testi- 
monies received both from Europeans and natives. For the 
amount required to publish the Scriptures in Hindustani, tliey 
say, " we must depend upon the British Baptist Mission TTransla- 
tion-fund ; and upon the American and Foreign Bible Society." 

SANSKRIT. 

In this, the sacred and learned language of India, an improved 
version of the New Testament and Psalms, are both nearly ready 
for the press. It is contemplated to proceed with the Old Testa- 
ment as rapidly as it can be printed, and the final emendations 
of the text be secured. 

HINDI. 

The New Testament prepared by Mr. Chamberlain, previous 
to his death, is now in a course of critical revision by Mr. Yates, 
and will be printed as early as possible. 

ARMENIAN. 

In this language the Bible was translated and published as early 
as the fifth century, which for its faithfulness to the original He- 
brew and Greek, has hitherto been regarded as a model. Recent 
alterations made in that ancient version, we are sorry to say, go 
far to prove the necessity of a Society like this ; whose sole object 
is, to preserve unmutilated existing versions of the Bible, that are 
known to be ^^ faithful ;" and to give to their fellow-men ^^in all 
lands,^^ the uncorrupted pages of Divine Inspiration. 

" The Armenians," says one, "are the only people who have not 
hitherto ofiered opposition to the distribution of the Scriptures, 
and I sincerely believe, that they of all others, are most anxious 
to receive and learn the blessed truth.'* Two editions of the Ar- 
menian New Testament are now in progress at Smyrna, the one, 
of the modern Armenian ; the other of the ancient Armenian. 
'We trust thatafutureexaminationof these works, will show them 
to be faithful copies of " the good old Armenian Bible J^ The 
?ate Moscow edition of this version,says a missionary in the field, 
has been barbArized by substituting ftve axv^vcViftdi Q^i^s^ 'wosii 
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baptism for the Armenian word for immersion, which hculfor 
(iges held a place in the Armenian Bible. The same brother, 
speaking of the labours of the Calcutta Bible Society, says : " they 
have resolved to print an edition of three thousand copies of the 
New Testament in Hindustani, in which not only is /kiTrr^w, 
" transferred f^ but also the words for Bishop^ Presbyter^ Dear 
con, S^c ; so that it is Ukely to contain not a few unintelligible 
terms. 

A revised version of the Armenian Testament with marginal 
references, is being printed at Calcutta, under the superintend- 
ence of brother Carapiet C. Aratodn, a converted Armenian, well 
acquainted with the religious and other literature of his nation. 

Of the British Baptist Missionary Society, and its past and pre- 
sent agents, the Board feel it difficult adequately to express their 
admiration. In addition to the good done by the conversion of 
thousands ; their labours in the great work of Biblical transla- 
tion, has put aside the curtain that concealed from the vi^w of 
millions the glories of the most Holy Place — they have removed 
the cover of the spring, that all who thirst for the waters of life, 
may drink and never die. 

From the day when Carey, Fuller, Sutcliflf; and others met at 
Kettering to pray for the conversion of the world, th^ir course has 
been onward^-no toil or sacrifices have impeded their steps ; and 
with thirty-three European and East Indian Missionaries— with 
forty-three native preachers, besides catechists ; and students pre- 
paring for the ministry, now in the foreign field, not unfounded 
hopeis are entertained, that through their instrumentality, the 
multitudes of India will yet be taught the way to God by the 
blood of the Lamb. 

The following statements furnish a summary of the various 
editions of the Bible published, or now in progress by the Calcutta 
Baptist Missionaries. 

FOR TBI CALCUTTA BIBLX 80CIIT7. 

Copies. 

Psalmgof David, in BengaB, first edition MOO 

New Testament, do. 1,500 whole Testaments, and separate parts, 

making an aggregate of 27,000 

Psalms, second edition 5,000 
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VOR THE BAPTIST MISfSIONART 90CIETT, AND THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ElBtS 

SOCIETY. 

Copies. 
In Bengali.*^ Four editions of the whole, or parts of the New Testament, 

omprising a total of 41,610 

In Hmiustanu — Two editions of the Gospels, with separate copies of the 
Evangelists and Acts, 9,490 

WORKS IN HAND. 

Bengali Testament, 3d edition, 8vo. • 1,500 

Hindustani do. with marginal references, 8vo. 1,000 

do. do. large 12mo . 500 

Hindustani Gospels and Acts, 4,000 eachss20,000; and Gospels and Acts toge- 
ther, 500 20,500 

Sanskrit Psalms, 2,500 

Ditto New Testament, 1,000 ; Gospels, &x;. about 10,000 . . . .= 11,000 
The New Testament in Armenian 600 



37,609 



Making with 60 copies of the Psalms, and extra copies of the 
Gospel by Matthew in Armenian, a total of 88,810 volumes, or 
together with those printed for the Calcutta Bible Society, 121,810 
copies of Divine Revelation. 

" On the American and Foreign Bible Society" say the Cal- 
cutta Baptist Missionaries " under God our dependence is chiefly 
placed. To it we look for continued support, and for means to 
enable us to accomplish the work we have undertaken, and we 
feel assured that our confidence is not misplaced, but that the 
God of the Bible has given those composing that society, both 
the ability and the heart to aflford the required aid. May He com- 

* In the 26 th Report of the Calcutta Bible Society, the committee remark : " We 
have had the happiness of seeing the Bengali version of the New Testament by the 
Calcutta Baptist Missionaries brought to a satisfiactory conclusion. It is now ready for 
circulation, and it cannot but gratify the friends of this society to know, that this ver* 
sion has been pronounced by very competent judges, an able and excellent translation. 
The committee earnestly pray that its merits may not only be acknowledged by men, 
but that it may be accepted and adopted, and owned with an abundant conversion of 
souls, by the great Head of the church, in its future circulation.'' This is the version 
which the Calcutta, the Biritish and Foreign, and the American Bible Societies have re- 
solved not to patronize ! These societies are intrusted by the public with the disposal 
of more than $500,000 per annum for the publication of the Bible, and yet by their 
own showing they deny their aid in the circulation of a version which ** has been fflh 
mmtncedby very competent judges^ an able and exceUcnt traialolvm I V* 
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mand his blessiug on this undertaking, and make his word, 
translated into the languages of this country, and sent forth 
among its teeming multitudes, the means of eternal life unto my- 
riads of immortal souls." 

The following is a list of Missionaries now employed by the 
British Baptist Missionary Society, in BibUcal translations. 

1. Sanskrit — Mr. Yi^es. 

2. Bengali — Messrs. Yates and W. H. Fearce. 

3. Hindustani — Messrs. Yates and Thomas. 

4. Hindui — Messrs. Leslie, Thompson, and Yates. 

5. Armenian — Mr. Carapiet C. Aratoon. 

6. Ehasiga — Mr. Lish. 

7. Cingalese — Mr. Daniel. 

8. Malay— Mr. N. M. Ward. 

9. Javanese — Mr. Bruckner. 

The above statement is given, to show the great facilities which 
are presented to this society for the application of its funds in giv- 
ing the Bible to the milKons of India. The mechanical and otfier 
facilities for printing and multiplying copies of the Scriptures 
at Calcutta, are believed to be unsurpassed at any other mission- 
ary station. They have an adequate number of printing presses, 
and type founders, who have already cut and cast types, used in all 
the principal languages of Asia ; and assistants of all classes, 
trained in the carefiil composing and correcting of types, and in 
the revision of proo& in various languages. At Calcutta, the 
missionaries can readily procure, at moderate wages', learned men 
of almost every Asiatic country, to aid in the translation and re- 
vision of proo& in any new language in which this society may 
be able to print the sacred Scriptures. And by means of steam- 
ers and other vessels, they may communicate with most of the 
large cities in Hindustan, and every other part of Asia, so that 
they can economically and expeditiously forward copies of the 
Scriptures wherever needed for circulation. 

In speaking of Biblical translations, the Board feel great 
pleasure in recording the labours of American Baptist Mission- 
aries now in the field. After scenes of suffering and toil, un- 
paralleled in the history of modem missions, they either have 
translated, or are now preparing fiiithfiil versions of! \h& ^Vis^ 
or portions of the Bible, in the Burinfi8e,^»x«as^YasDRSfc%'^'^^^ 
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Chinese^, SbyaU) T^ogoo^ Assamese^ Cherokee^ Shawanoe, Da. 
laware^ Otde,. Creek, Choctaw and Ojibwa languages. To furint 
and circulate these versions amoog the millions, who are without 
God, and without hope in the world ; the American and Foreign 
B&ie Society is left without, the hope of assistance, save from 
God. ^ The die is cast,'' and since the Bible societies of Eu- 
rope^ Asia^ and America^ have refused us their aid, what have 
Baptists to do, but to ^' come up to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty ^^ until the whole earth shall be filled with the know- 
ledge of his glory. 

Brother Judson completed his version of the Bible in the Bur- 
man language, in 1834. Such is the acknowledged idiomatic 
purity of this version, that learned Burmans have expressed their 
as&nishment at the accomplishment of a work, whicji, by a fo- 
reigner, they had supposed to be impossible. 

THE PRESS IN BURMAH. 

Your Board have been gratified with the perusal of a recent 
communication from Rev. S. M. Osgood, one of the Baptist mis- 
sionaries atMaulmein. From that document, we learh> that 
during the years 1836 and 1837, there have been printed 
33,114,000 pages of religious books, including 8,788,000 pages 
of tfie sacred Scriptures, making in all 41,902,000 pages. These 
have been sent to almost every accessible part of the empire, and 
not only die Siamese, the Taling, and the Arracanese \ but the 
Karris, in the deep and dark forest, have read in their own 
tongue, the story of Calvary, and rejoiced in the mercy of God 
to man* These laborious servants of Christ, were at the last 
•dates, employed in printing an edition of 5,000 copies of the Bible 
in quarto, and expect ere long to issue an edition of 40,000 co* 
pies of a Digest of the Scriptures, in pamphlet form. 

INCREASING DEMAND FOR BIBLES IN FOREIGN LANDS. 

In addition to the fields already white unto harvest, which 
have demanded the attention of this society, the increasing ex- 
ertions of British Baptists, fdt the benefit of India, alSbrd through 
their agency enlai^ed faciUties for the efforts of the American 
mid Foreign B!ble Society. H^ieir number of European labour- 
919 has pecMdy. by an extra effort. \)Qe^ecedX\iVxMst»da»^^^^ 
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effectaal measures are taken to obtain a competent number is£ 
well qualified native preachers, who will greatly aid in distribut- 
ing the Bible among their countrymen. Besides, the rapid ex- 
tension of educaticm, under the patronage of goTemment, wiH 
greatly incresuse the number of intelligent readers, and impeiv 
ously demands of us increasing exertion for Bible distribution on 
the continent of India. It is a source of joy and gratitude to 
your Board, that after the expenditure of much time and money, 
the holy Scriptures have been in whole or in part translated into 
nearly all the principal languages and dialects of the Pminsnla, 
comprising what is called British India. Nevertheless, Ae whole 
of the present means employed to supply the wants of more 
than 100,000,000 of people, will be found entirely inadequate. 

The following affecting statement shows, that eager multi- 
tudes crowd upon the steps of the missionary to implore that 
boon, which in thousands of instances he is unable to bestow : 
" Whilst itinerating," says one, "I have been surrounded by 
hundreds of applicants — 1 could not unmoved hear exdama- 
tions like the following. ^ Is it then my fate not to receive a 
book ! The Sahib has no kindness towards me, I came all this 
distance, and am going home without one.' — While I proclaixned 
the love of Christ and the blessings of salvation, I was inter- 
rupted by the cry — * O what mercy ! what words of mercj ! 
we never before heard of such mercy ! tarry with us, Sahib, and 
teach us more of these things.' — ^A man nearly 80 years of age 
said, ' Sahib, I have visited nearly all the holy places in India, 
and consulted all the sages and pundits that I met; but have 
not found a religion on which I can rest my hopes for eternity. 
Do give me some books which will tell me more of those, things 
which you have related, I will read them earnestly.'" — ^Ah ! who 
can tell how many thousands in India may, like this man, be 
seeking the salvation of their souls ; and what christian will with- 
hold his aid in giving the Bible to men so miserable and desti- 
tute ? 

Brother Amos Sutton writes : " The last cold season, we had 
opportunities of sending portions of the undying word, through 
the whole extent of the Oriya hill country, from Cuttack .to 
Rajmahel, and in all the region of Goomsur and Samblepoor, 
but we had not a single gospel to distribute." Friends of the Bihle^ I 
Disciples oi the. benevolent Saviour \ SV«S!l «adcL^sx «KDss«aKR»- 
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ment ever again be made ? Forbid it every principle of compas- 
sion, love, and gratitude. 

Your Board have been informed that Mr. 0. C. Aratoon con- 
templates a visit to his countrymen in different parts of Asia, 
Africa, and Europe. He will probably commence his journey as 

I soon as his revised edition of the Armenian Scriptures is com- 
pleted, and will thus be able not only to distribute a pure ver- 
sion, but to circulate it in regions hitherto inaccessible. Will 
not some of our friends upon whom God has conferred the abi- 
lity, give a part of their earthly substance to enable our brother 

' to distribute gratuitously a few thousand copies of the Armenian 
Bible to those who will probably, if not thus aided, die without 
the knowledge of Christ. 

Your Board have also received an application from Rev. Alex. 
JHenderson at Hondiuas, for a' supply of English and Spanish 
Bibles; a request with which circumstances have hitherto pre- 
vented compliance ; but the subject is under the consideration of 
the committee of distribution. 

« 

CHINA. 

Intelligence from this interesting portion of the globe, assures 
us, that facilities for multiplying and distributing the Scriptures, 
are daily increasing. The whole of the northern coast of Chinas 
together with Borneo, and the western coast of Mindano, with 
nearly all the islands of the Indian Archipelago, are being ex- 
plored by British and American Missionaries, who scatter, as they 
go, the ^^ precious seed,^^ and we cannot doubt that they will 
" return, bringing their sheaves with them." In a recent letter 
from Mr. Shuck, a Baptist missionary at Macao, China, he remarks: 

" Since I have been in China, now about nineteen months, I 
have distributed a very great number of Christian books in the 
streets and shops of Macao and Canton, and on board of the nu- 
merous junks in the adjacent harbours. At one period, and 
within the space of two weeks, I distributed nearly thirty thou- 
sand pages of Christian books, no man molesting me. And at 
this very time, there are abundant facilities for distributing the 
Scriptures and religious books in Macao, Canton, &c. 

" With proper encouragement from home, it would not take a 
very great while, by the blessing of the Master, to have an edi- 
tiOB of a gospel or two, ox some o{ ii\\e e^\s3(\0& teoA^ i<^\ ^^ 
press/' 
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^' I am quite inclined to conclude, that it is decidedly better in 
the present state of the heathen world, to distribute the gospels 
and epistles separately^ as in primitive times. After Christian 
opinions become more prevalent, and to some extent understood, 
it may be proper and practicable to circulate the Bible in a col- 
lected volume, but at present the intellectual and physical fiwrul- 
ties of the heathen are too blunt and indolent, not to be discou- 
raged at the size of our smallest editions of the entire Testament 
They may, and indeed sometimes do, prefer receiving a Zarg^e book 
to a small one, but the perusal of it is quite another thing. 

" By faith and prayer, and holy perseverance, much could novf 
be accomplished under the divine blessing, for China Proper j 
and I cherish the hope, that American Baptists will very soon 
afford no small shaxe of holy and vigorous effort towards the in- 
strumental redemption of this vast portion of the promised inhe- 
ritance of the Son of God. And to your society I affectionately 
commend these interesting milUons, who are still destitute of the 
word of Ufe." 

Relative to the comparative merits of the Chinese versions of 
the Bible, Mr. S. remarks : " You are aware, that there have been 
three distinct versions of the Bible into the Chinese language ; 
the first, by Dr. Marshman, of Serampore ; the second, by Dr. 
Morrison, of Macao ; and the third, by Messrs, Medhurst, Gutz- 
laff and others ; the Old Testament of the latter not yet quitei oiit 
of press. The Testament by Medhurst and Gutzlaff, 1 like, 
with some exceptions^ particularly the false garb which Baptizo 
and its progeny are made to wear. 

" Relative to the unintelligibility of Morrison's translation, I 
will just mention an illustrative circumstance. Mr. Lay, agent . 
for the British and Foreign Bible Society, who is now here, is 
restricted by his patrons in his Bible distribution in China, to 
Morrison's translation, and when he was leaving Singapore for 
China some months ago, Leang Afa, the Chinese evangelist, who 
resides at Singapore, came to him to bid him farewell, and with 
solemn countenance addressed him thus, ' I am sorry that the 
Christians in England are expending their money exclusively in 
printing and in employing you to circulate a book (referring to 
Morrison's translation) among my countrymen, which my coun- 
trymen do not and cannot understand.' ' 

Information upon this subject has prob^blY t^^rfasA ^Jcifc"^T^^^ 
and Foreign Bible Society, as it As uudetsU)odi^2cvBX^^vt^^^««^ 

D 
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editions of the Chinese Scriptures have been suppressed, until 
they can be revised, and so far corrected, as to render them 
generally acceptable'. 

The following specimen of Chinese metal type, prepared by 
one of the English missionaries at Malacca, will show the style in 
which the Scriptures are now being prepared, for the inhabitants 
of tliat vast empire. 










The Board are deeply affected with a view of the inmiense 
field which the American and it'oreign Bible Society are already 
called to cultivate, and events in the providence of God are ra- 
pidly conspiring to render the Baptist misi^ion in Burmah in- 
creasingly interesting. A war between the new king of Bur- 
mah and the Bengal government, is thought to have become in- 
evitable ; in which event the whole empire will probably be con- 
verted into a British Presidency, and thus not only Burmah pro- 
per ; but all the Shyan states, from the great Cambodia river 
on the east, to the gigantic range of the Himalayan mountains 
on the north, stretching along the borders of China more than 
1000 miles, will be thrown open to the labours of this society. 
Here then are ma^ny millions about to become accessible ; even if 
we leave out of the account the Ka Cheens, or northern Karens, 
who are found in all the hill country north of Ava, as well as in 
Thibet, and through every part of the Shyan states. 

Hundreds of the Karens are already converted to God, who 

can and will carry the gospel to their brethren in China. If, 

therefore, wq may in any respect anticipate the future, from the 

signs of the times, and the natural tendencies of passing events ; 

tAen may we with safety predict, that at no distant period we 

shsUl be able to pass the boideis oi Yutmaxv, axA ^w\«t \!tv^ ^^i^v 
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tial empire at a hundred diflferent points, " We bught," says a 
Missionary Brother, '< to have a great many Bibles for distribution 
in Shyan and Chinese." 

The Shyan population is supposed to be about eight millions. 
The northern and southern Karens, about five millions. Multi- 
tudes among them are anxiously inquiring after the book that 
speaks of salvation by Jesus Christ. " They are," says Birother 
Kincaid, " really a people prepared of God to receive the word. 
From all that I can see, we are warranted to expect they will, be 
saved, as fast as we can bring before them the living oracles. In 
the whole world there is not, perhaps, another people like them. 
What a field is this ,!" Millions speak the language of Burmah 
proper. A Shyan mart is in the immediate vicinity of Ava, to 
which great numbers constantly resort, and where almost any 
number of Bibles in that language, might be distributed, be- 
sides thousands of Chinese Scriptures, which might be sent into 
that vast empire, by means pf the caravans that come to Umera^ 
poora. 

Your Board also rejoice to learn, that throughout nearly the 
whole of the Russian dominions there exists a strong desire to 
possess the sacred volume. Even the military are anxious to 
read the book that contains the wdrds of peace : — " After even* 
ing service," says one, " I entered the guard-room, and seeing the 
men engaged in reading a tract, I asked if they had a Bible or 
New Testament ; but all answ;ered in the nega,tive. ' Oh said one 
of them, if I had a Bible, I would make room for it in my knap* 
sack, even If I should leave out my ration of bread.' A copy 
was of course presented to them, and they sat up the whole night 
to read it." 

The same encouraging state of the public mind previulis through* 
out Sweden, Norway, and Denmark. All the information ob* 
tained goes to show, that the number of the destitute is as 3ret 
very great, but the increasing ^dlicitude of the people to possess 
the Scriptures, also proves that there is a wide field of usefulness 
accessible to the ttends, of the .Bible Society, The Scriptures 
have been extensively circulated throughout the difierent States 
oi Germany^ Switzerland^ Poland^ Bohemia, and Lithuania; 
and amid much that is: to be lamented, ar^ng from the apathy and 
ignorance of professed Ghristiaiis in all these countriies, as well 9B 
firom the widely extended Neology aa41^\VoTi?lX\OT\.^iTKS5i^^ 
in high places, yet we belieVe that tYve \\^\. ol x^^AaSassii^HipKaiaa. 
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is rising upon them, will increase until thfe Jast lingering cloud of 
moral night shall have vanished. Many pleasing instances of a 
strong desire among the poor to read the Scriptures might be 
given as an o£&et, to those who, blinded by the glare of unsanc- 
tified learning, reject the doctrines of the Cross. — A poor man, 
whose eyes' were become dim, desired to have a copy of the Bible 
in large print ; 6n receiving it, he said : " This is my best weapon 
in the hour of danger. I fear nothing now !" " My mother," 
said another, " on her death bed, recommended the Bible to me 
as the most precious legacy; and now, before leat bread, I 
read or learn a portion by heart. I am particularly fond , of the 
Gospels, because I there find what our Lord himself taught 
' which 1 best understand." 

TRUTH PREVAIUNG IN GERMANY. 

Brother Oncken writes from Hamburg, December 8th, 1888. — - 
"Your very acceptable letter, dated October 8th, has greatly 
relieved me from anxiety, as to the 5000 Bibles I had purchased, 
as friends in lEngland and Scotland have declined to render me 
any assistance. Many thanks, therefore, to you and the brethren 
composing the Board of the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
for the generous support given ; but for this aid, I should have 
been altogether without a Bible, larger than a small pocket size. 
One thousand copies and upwards, are already in circulation, 
and who knows what amount of Ught, life, comfort and joy they 
may already have been instrumental in imparting to dying men. 
" I made a tour to the south this autumn, which has beien at- 
' tended by most glorious results, and has for some time occupied 
the newspapers all over Germany. The blessed Lord has done 
great things ! and my soul magnifies his holy name. A Chris^ 
tian church has been formed at Stuttgard, composed of twenty- 
two members, who were all inmiersed in the Neckar, by my 
hands. Since my return, three candidates for immersion, at the 
University of Marburg, have ofiered themselves, and to-day I had 
an interesting letter from a man in Westphalia, in which he 
tells me, that he has been compelled by convictions to espouse 
our cause. The work in this city is, thanks to God, prosper-i 
ing : Eight converts were immersed in the Elbe, on the 5th in- 
stant, and severed individuals ha\re applied for admission to our- 
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After alluding to the persecution, which in various forms he is 
compelled to suffer, brother Oncken goes on to remark : 

" But oh ! a feithful God !— He has been my shield, and has 
richly compensated me for these little trials, in the success with 
which my feeble efforts here have been crowned. 

'* I have so many things to say, and yet I must break of^ time 
bids me do so. A thousand thanks to you and alLin America, 
who love us and pray for us, — :I feel we are one spirit with you 
— ^when a few more fleeting hours shall have passed over us, we 
shall press each other to the heart in the immediate presence of 
Him who loved W5, and gave himself for us.-— May be keep us 
near his side whilst here, and present us blameless before our 
Father, with e:^ceeding joy. In much Christian affection, yours 
in the gospel of Christ, 

J. G. ONCKEN." 

It is a cause for gratitude, that in France, where, a few years 
ago, a Bible was in many places scarcely to be met with, and 
where, even now, both the pulpit and the press are in some places 
employed to oppose the circulation of the Scriptures, more than 
200,000 copies of the word of God have been distributed during 
the last year. This happy change is in a great measure owing to 
prevaiUng public opinion in favour of civil and religious liberty. 
Hence, in Portugal, Spain, Italy, and South America, where the 
community are less enlightened, formidable obstacles present 
themselves at every step to those who would distribute the 
sacred volume. This opposition, your Board are sorry to say, 
is, in almost all cases, on the part of the ecclesiastical authorities 
as will appear from the subjoined document :-»- 

POPERT STILL OPPOSED TO BIBLE DISTRIBUTION. 

An Extract from the Annual Charge of the Roman Catholic 

Bishop of Bruges, for Lent, 1838. 

" Every year, dear brethren, we eagerly- seize this opportunity 
for opening our heart to you, and for addressing to you some 
words of edification and spiritual comforts 

" The subject on which we propose to address you is of the 
highest importance, and deserving of your folleat altrntklci. 

^^It is now a year and a h^lf ago, tJhaV mYteBsedLNnacL^tes^ ^»^ 
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ties of our charge, we enjoined you, worthy pastors^ to fortify 
yourselves, in our name, against th^ subtle machinations of a 
Society alike hostile to God and the Holy Church ; a Society 
which would rob you of all that is most dear to you — ^the precious 
deposite of your faith. You are already aware, dear brethren, 
that we speak of the Bible Society. 

^ " So far hack as the year 1824, Pope Leo XII., of blessed me- 
mory, pointed out to all the patriarchs, primates, archbishops, and 
Jbishops, of the Catholic world, the impious projects of this Anti- 
Christian Society ; and the event has only too well proved how 
justly grounded were the alarms of that vigilant pontiff. 

" In feet, by the operations of Protestant Missions (to which 
the Bible Society belongs), which expend yearly a sum exceed- 
ing 30,000,000 francs, the world is unceasingly inundated with 
their heretical Bibles. A copy of one of these Bibles has been 
forwarded to us, in which the perfidy of heretics has carried sacri- 
legious temerity to such an extent, as shamefiilly to mutilate the 
Book of Daniel ; nay, even to cut out whole Books, as those of 
Tobit, Judith, the Book of Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, and 
the Maccabees. 

" It is not, dear brethren, that the Church wishes to forbid alto- 
gether the reading of the Holy Scriptures, in the vulgar tongue, 
to the simple and faithful; such is not — such never was the 
intention of this good mother : but she holds heretical Bibles in 
abhorrence, and detests them. And with regard to the other 
translations in the vulgar tongue, she only then permits the read- 
ing of them to the simple and faithful, when Hhese translations 
are approved by the Holy See, or published with the notes of 
the Holy Fathers, or of some Catholic doctor ;' because, as the 
Prince of Apostles observes, ^ there are,' in the Holy Scriptures, 
' some passages hard to be understood, which they that are un- 
learned and unstable pervert to their own destruction.' , It is on 
this ground that the Holy Council of Trent, considering that * ex- 
perience teaches, that if the reading of the Bible in the vulgar 
tongue is every where and without distinction permitted, the 
consequences, owing to human temerity, will be more injurious 
than usefid' — ^it is on this ground, we say, that the Holy Council 
of Trent has permitted the reading of the Bible in the vulgar 
tongue, on certain conditions only, to the laity. 

"Hence we are desirous that all out Diocesans should be ap- 
priaed anevr, thai it J6 severely prohibiteSi lo e^ wj csafc, ^\tfi \% 
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not provided with special permission to read and hold forbidden 
books, to purchase a Bible, ot a Commentary on the Bible, or any 
other books whatever, of the emissaries of the Bible Society, or 
to receive them gratis^ and to retain such copies as they have in 
their possession. In any case, we deem it our duty to state, that 
while holding error in detestation, individuals are nevertheless 
bound to abstain from acts of violence towards the emissaries of 
the Society in question ; the constituted authorities alone being 
empowered, by the laws both divine and human, to employ force 
of arms and the exercise of justice. * Dearly beloved ! avenge 
not yourselves,' says St. Paul: ^for it is written. Vengeance is 
mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord :' and, further on, ' The prince 
(ruler) is the minister of God ; a revenger to execute wrath upon 
him that doeth evil.' " 

Upon the nature and tendencies of this document, the Board 
offer no comment. They can only entreat every friend of civil 
and religious liberty to aid them in prayer to God for the con- 
version of those who still presume to seal up the fountain of 
knowledge, by refusing to mankind the only volume which God 
has given to be a light to their feet, and a lamp to their path. 

That the above document amounts to something more than 
empty declamation, will appear by the following extract from the 
report of M. De Pressense, ending March 31, 1838 : 

" In the journals of the colporteurs I observe the names of 
more than My villages, where, at the instigation of the vicars^ 
copies of the New Testament have been burnt. With very few 
exceptions, tlie very moment a colporteur enters a commune ad- 
joining to any town, the clergy despatch messengers throughout 
the country, calling upon the priests to preach, not against the 
distributors of the Bible merely, but against the Bible itself; for 
it is a remarkable characteristic of our times, that the most im- 
petuous Roman Catholics constantly endeavour to let it be seen 
that they do not wage war against individuals, but against doc* 
trines. The consequence therefore is, that though the sacred 
volume does not escape their fury, at least the distributor of it is 
not held up as an object of public vengeance, and may some- 
times continue his work to a certain extent, without encountering 
personal risk. If, notwithstanding all their wammgs, the inha- 
bitants obtain the New Testament, the priests then adopt another 
system of tactics : they permit the colporteur to com^le^ \j&& 
tour, and, a few days afterwards, they Visil, \\v \3cifivt V\x^Cl^^^^»fo 
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houses at which, he has previously called, and offer double the 
price for the book which the new owner has paid for it. This 
diaboUcal ruse succeeds, alas ! but too often ; and it is with deep 
pain, it must be confessed, that it has been frequendy practised 
in certain departments, where, for the last year or two, the Scrip- 
tures have been abundantly circulated, and where they have been 
purchased by nearly all the inhabitants, but where scarcely a 
single copy is any longer to be seen. It is heart-bleeding to think 
that sacrilegious hands have destroyed them all by fire ! What 
a fearful religion must that be which can lead its incensed fol- 
lowers to act thus !" 

HE 6ATHERETH TOGETHER THE OUTCASTS OF ISUAEL. 

Among other indications of an increasing demand for the sa- 
cred Scriptures, it is gratifying to learn from recent communica- 
tions, that the. Jews, in Bavaria, have begun with great avidity 
to seek after copies of the Pentateuch, the Prophets, and the 
Psalms. " I am told," says a Christian correspondent, " you can 
scarcely enter into a Jewish family without finding the inmates 
assembled to read the word of the Lord." In Turkey also, it is 
stated, on good authority, that the Jews of late have evinced 
more eagerness for the sacred volume, and are inquiring both 
for Bibles and Psalters. 

GREECE. 

Your Board are looking with deep interest to this land, where 
apostles preached, Christian churches flourished, and the word of 
God once had firee course, and was glorified. More than 14,000 
copies of the Scriptures have been distributed during the past 
year, throughout various parts of the kingdom of Greece. — May 
the good seed spring up and bear fiiiit abundantly ! " The sol: 

diers stationed at canoe", says one, " in companies, at the 

recommendation of their officers^ to receive copies of the word of 
God. For two days my house was like a barrack. There was no 
place where I could be that they did not come, and beg of me 
books, and many sent letters, requesting me to send them the 
Scriptures. To-day," says Mr. S., " with joy I have beheld men 
of cUfTerent ranks sitting in the sun, and reading the Holy Scrip- 
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Mr. Love^ a Baptist missionary in Greece, remarks : — "The 
people want religious books. They call upon us from Misso^ 
longhi, froip Naupuactus, from Galaxidhi, from Albania in Tur- 
key, from Bastilza> from Calabryta, from Pyrgos, and a multitude 
of the small villages from one to ten hours distant from Patras, 
and ask for books ; and when we inquire what books they want^ 
their reply is, if they designate any in particular, ' the Scrip- 
tures,^ 

" In connexion with our efforts at Patras, we propose to ex- 
tend our labours to the island of ZaiUe^ about fr% miles distant. 
One of us, Providence permitting, will remove thither the last of 
December* I spent eight or ten days there a few Weeks since 
and found in the Greek language lio enlightened religiotut books 
qf any kind. In conversation with some of* the common people, 
I inquired why they did not read the l^criptures. TPhey were 
much surprised on hearing that the Scriptures coutd be had in i. 
language they could understand, and expressed a desii^e to pos- 
sess them. 

" 1:*he population of Zante is about 40,000, of vf\iich. 16,006 
are in the town. 

" The whole population of the Septinsiilar Republic, is abotif 
200,000 souls : equal neariy to the entijfe {topulation df Northern 
Greece, or about half that of the I^eloporiuesxis." 

AMOUi^T REauiRED FOR BtBLE iflSTRIBUTIO'lff DtlRINCT THB 

CURRENT YEAR; 

In a recent communication. Brother Wm. li. I^earce reniarks : 
" Should Divine Providence be as propitious as we hope, I think 
we may now most usefully employ ten thousand dollars per 
annum in the paper, printing, and binding of the Scriptures ; with 
an annual increase of one fourth of that amount." I'he import- 
ance of supplying them with at least this amount per annum^ 
will appear from the fact, that they have immediate access to 
nearly sixty millions of heathen. 

The population of the Bengal Presidency alone, is as follows i 

Province of Bengal, 25,0d0,000^ 
ofBahaz, 11,000,000 

All V. u../ n^.ir^^ ^ 3,000^00 gpeaking, generaUy, Ae Hindi o^ 
Alhhabaa, Delhi, and other I ^^ ^« B«W 

recent additions, 15,000,000 -dv-.i.- 



Oude and odier | irov ine es 
under the Bzitifh protec- 
tion, 4,000,000 3 

E 



Bhasha. 
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To which may be added the |)rovmce of Orissa, inha^ 
bited by 1,500,000 Hindoos and Mohammedans. Of this vasi 
population, Mr. Adam, appointed by government, to ascertain the 
state of education among the people, found that about one in 

. eighteen was able to read the Scriptures. But as education is 
gradually advancing in all the provinces of India, the propor- 
tion of readers is daily increasing, and many millions at this mo^ 
ment demand the sympathy and utmost exertions of all the 
friends of the Bible. "It is a heart-rendihg feet," says Brother 
Pearce, " that supposing 50,000 Testament's could be atmually 
distributed, still sixty years must elapse before a copy can find 
its way to each of those who are now able to read, while nothing 
whatever would then be done for the rapidly increasing numbers 
who, through the progress of education, will in the interim have 
acquired the ability to read." 

Your Board of Managers would also state, that the two edi- 
tions of the Bible now passing through the press at Maulmeio, 
will, according to the most fevourable estimate, require not less 
than $34,500, in addition to the appropriations already made by 
this society, for the publication of the Scriptures in Burmah. 

The New Testament in the Karen language, has been trans- 
lated as far as the Epistle to the Ephesians, and will probably be 
completed by Mr. Mason, within a year from the last dates. Two 
presses, under the charge of Mr. Bennet, of Tavoy, are entirely 
devoted to printing for this interesting people. 

Mr. Jones, of Bangkok, has bestowed much labour on the 
translation of the New Testament, in Siamese, detached portions 
of which have already been extensively circulated. Preparations 
have also been made to execute printing on a large scale in Chi- 
nese, and the press at Bangkok was at the last dates, in active 
operation. 

Mr. Brown is entirely occupied in translating the New Testa- 
ment into Assamese and Shyan, portions of which have been 
printed at Sadiya, and given to the people. There are at this 
station, two presses, and fonts of types in various languages, un- 
der the superintendence of Mr. Cutter ; and if adequate funds can 
be provided, the Scriptures may ere long, be put into the hands 
of all in that region who can read them. — Mr. Day, of Madras, 
has been authorized to expend $1000 in the purchase and distri- 

bution of Teloogoo Scriptures, theie \>e\a^ wo ^ress in that Mis- 
sion, under otir control* 
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Mr. E. Jones, Missionary to the Cherokees, and Mr. Lykins, 
among the Sbawauoes, have respectively parts of the Scriptures in 
a course of preparation in the languages of those tribes, while a 
harmony of the Gospels in the Delaware language has been 
revised by Mr. Blanchard, and portions of it have already been 
carried through the press under the charge of Mr. Pratt. 

To these estimates must be added the amount required for 
Home Distribution among a population of 17,000,000 of our own 
countrymen, many of whom are yet unsupplied with the Scrip- 
tures. 

Not less than $50,000 are required during the present year 
for printing and binding the several editions of the scriptures now 
in course of preparation by Baptist Missionaries in this, and in 
foreign lands. 

LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS, 

In which the distribution^ printings or trantlation of the ScripnreSf 
in whole or in party have been^ or are now being promoted bff the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, 

English Bible — ^Reprint of King James' version of 1611 ; 35,000 

copies of New Testaments and Bibles. 
Oerman Bible — Luther's version, printed and circulated by 

brother Oncken of Hamburg — number of copies not known, 
Burman Bible — ^Number of copies not known. 

To which may be added ; portions of the Bible prepared in the 
Karen, Chinese, Siamese, Teloogoos, Shyan, Assamese, Oriya, 
Bengali, Hindustani, Sanskrit, Hindi, Javanese, Malay, Arme- 
nian, Khasiga, Cingalese, Cherokee, Shawanoe, Delaware, Ojib- 
way, Creek, Otoe, and Chocktaw languages. 

LIFE DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS. 

Among other gratifying instances of liberality in the Bible 
cause, the following extract from a letter of the Rev. W. H. Murch, 
D. D., President of Stepney College in England, will show that 
the friends of this institution are daily increasing : — 

Stbpnbt College, Oct. 6, 1838. 
My Dear Sir, — I beg your aeceptance of the enclosed. iOh ($48 75) 
for the American and Foreign Bible Society. I «feLalLfefti \^ "ms. 
hooovur tQ bare my name enrolled among \Xa iSa Ni^\iis>«i%v— ^^^T=^ 
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for its continued prosperity^ and for you, that you may be preserved 
across the mighty waters, and that your life may be long spared for 
great and increasing usefulness in the church, 

I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

W, H, MURCH. 

The present number of Life Directors is 116 ; Life Members, 
567 ; ipaking, in all, p82. 

AGENCIES. 

The Board continue to enjoy the active services of Rev. Archi- 
bald Maclay. He has, dujring the past year, been employed in vi- 
siting some of the Associations in the State of New- York, and the 
churches generally, in Kentucky, Tennessee, Indiana, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, and Alabama. As an Agent of the A. & F. B. S. be 
has be^n received with great cordiality by the numerous friends 
of the institution, and in a late communication he says, " I find 
the churches warmly attached to the Bible cause." 



APPROPRIATIONS, 

• • 

1838. 
JVfay 2.— To aid in publishing th^ sacred Scriptures in Siamese, . $1,000 

in Burmese, . 1,000 

' jn Assamese, . . 1,000 

in Karen, . . 1,0Q0 

in Teloogoos, . . 1,000 

July 4.^-Tran8piitted to the London Baptist Missionary Society, by the hand 
of the Corresponding Secretaiy, C. G. Sommers, to aid them in printing 
the Scriptures in the Sanskrit, Bezigali, Hindustani, Armenian and Orissa 

languages, 5,000 

August 1st. — To aid the Missionaries of American Baptist Board, in publishing 

the Scriptures in Asi^ ...... 3,0QP 

To be paid to Rev. J. G. Oncken, for printing and circulating Luther's 
version of the (jrenx^n Bible, , , . . . 2,000 

1839. 
January 2—- To aid in printing apd dbtributing the sacred Scriptures by Baptist 

Missionaries in Asia, ...... 5,000 

March 6— To aid in printing and distributing the sacred Scriptures by Baptist 

Missionaries in Asia, ...... 5,000 

At the same meeting, it was resolved to grant 1000 copies of ouf nonpareil 
New Testament to the New England Sabbath School Union-^valued at 125 

125,125 
$iDoe the annual meeting in AprO, the Board hfive made an additional 
grant of $5000, to aid in pnhliskung tha Bibld, b^ ^he Miavonarim in the 
ra^lo^r of t2ieAiiieikan Baptist Boaid V^M 
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AUXILIARIES. 



Eight new auxiliaries have been added during the past year, 
making the whole number 102. 

ADDITIONS MADE TO THE BIBLICAL LIBRARY. 



Books procured for A. ^ F.B, S.ly C. G. Sommers , during hi$ late wii to Europe, 



Vols. 



King James' translation of the Bible, 
folio, 1611 .... 

Baxter's repiint of Miles Coverdale's 
Bible, quarto .... 

Oxford reprint of King James' Bi- 
ble, 4to ..... 

Reports of the British Baptist Union, 
1832 to 1837, inclusive 
do do do 1838 

Memoirs respecting the translation of 
the Scriptures into Oriental lan- 
guages ..... 

Account of the formation of the Tri- 
nitarian Bible Society 

The Tmkish New Testament incapa- 
ble of Defence. . 

Todd's Vindication of our authorized 
translation and translators of the 
Bible ..... 

Defepce of the Serampore Mahratta 
version of the New Testament , 

''The Bible Society Question," by 
Rev. Samuel Chas. Wilks 

Lewis' Complete History of the se- 
veral translations of the Holy Bible 

Historical Sketch of the translation 
and circulation of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures ..... 

Lee's Remarks on Henderson's Ap- 
peal to the Bible Society 

Rev. Henry Cotton, on die various 
editions of the BU>le . 

Bishop Newcomb's Historical View 
of the English Biblical translations 



Englishman's Greek Concordance, 

Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive 
Report of the Irish Bap. Soc. 1838 
Robert Haldane's Review of the con- 
duct of the Rev. Daniel MTilson 
Carson's ''Refutation of Henderson 

on Divine Inspiration" 
Carson's Refutation of Wilson, Smith, 
and Dick on Divine Inspiration . 
Extracts from the Correspondence of 

the Continental Society 
Six Nos. of the Eclectic Review 
Bellamy on Genesis 
Curtis on the Oxford Bible 
Report of the Trinitarian Bible. Soc. 
R^>ort of the Edinburgh Bible So- 
ciety, 1838 ... 
Haldane's Strictures on the conduct 

of the Bible Society 
Complete set of the Reports of the 
Continental Society . 
Review of Scott's Apology for the 
Committee of the Bible Society. 
Statement of the Committee of the 
Edinburgh Bible Society. Vindica- 
tions of the proceedings of do. Re- 
port of an extraordinary meeting of 
do. Reports of do. do. do. 
Statement of the Committee of do. 
relative to the Apeciypha. Review 
of the conduct of the Directors of the 
Bible Society. Crumey on the Terms 
of Union with the Bible Society. Re- 
port of the Trinitarian Bible Society 



VoU. 



1 
1 
I 
1 
1 



Preeejited by the Rev, William H, Pearee, to the American and Foreign Bible 

Society^ through C, G, Sommere. 



Gospel of Mark, in Hindustani 

do Matthew, do . 

do do Armenian 

do do Bengali and 

glish 

Gospel of John, in Bengali 

New Testament, do do 

Four Gospels - do do 



En- 



vois. 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 



Vols. 

Carapiet C. Aratoon's Armenian tract 
on the Divine authority of the Bible 1 

Topography and Statistics of Eastern 
India ... . .1 

Biblical Apparatus, in four parts, de- 
signed to assist in the conection of 
present and the ntot^wre^ofcL c& ^Sqa 

tutes, Vj 'R«^.'^ .X^^Wk, «5QWW* - 
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PresaUed hy ikt London BapHot Misoionary Society ^ to iht American ond Foreign 

Bible Society, through C. O. Sommero. 



Periodical Accoonts, bound 
Missionary Herald, from 1819 to 

183^7, bound . . . 
Missionary Herald for 1838, unbound 



VoU. 
9 

3 

1 



** News from A&r/' bein|^ the Ctuar- 
teriy papers of the London Bap- 
tist Misuonaiy Society, from 1832 
to 1838, inclusive 



Vob. 



Presented, from the Baptiet Mission Press, in Caicutta. 



4 copies of Bengali New Testaments, 8vo. 

full bd. in calf. 
2 " " " half bound do. 

2 " " " full bd. in cloth. 

2 " " " " l2mo. do. 

6 '' the 4 Gospels and the Acts toge- 

gether, 8vo. full bd. in cloth. 
2 ** each, single, 3vo. half bd. in sheep. 
2 " " " bd. in cloth. 

2 ** sewed itt stiflT covers and cloth backs. 
2 " " do do do 



4 copies of Hindustani, Gospel of Matthew, 
8vo. sup. thick covers. 

" " do 12mo. do. 

•* " Mark, 8vo. do. 

with marginal rofexenoes, Byo, do. 

12mo; sewed in superutf difekeovers. 

** .Luke,8vo. do do 

Yates' Biblical Appamtusy itit^ied 

incolotffed coverr. 

Armenian Gospel of Matdiew. 
A few Specimen ISteets. 



It 



AttKietaian Bible, 
Beng^ Bible, , 1 

Bengali Go&pels & Acfs, 1 
Aisbic Bible, 1 

Hindoo New Testament, i 
Tamul Old Testament, 1 
Tamul New Testament, 1 
Persian Old Testament, 1 
Persian NeVr Testament, 1 
Arabic New Testament, 1 
Ps. of David in Malay, 1 
Jeremiah in Pei^ian, 1 
Epistle to llie Romans, * 1 
6. of Mark in Hindustani, 1 
Gos. of Mark ii^ Hindus- 
tani, printed in Roman 
chd^cters. 1 

Gos. of Johft itt .Japanese, H 
Gos. o^ Mark in Bengali, 1 
QoB. of John in Bengali, 1 
Life of ChriA in Btmnon, I 



Presented hy Ret, Howard Mokom^ 
1 



vol. 4to.|Gospdl of John-in Japa- 

" n)yal 8vo.i nese, 

12mo.lActs of the Apostles in 



It 
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4to. 
8vo. 
8vo. 
8vo. 
8vo. 
8vo. 
8vo. 
8vo. 
l2mo> 
8vo. 
8voi 



8voi 
8vo. 

12mo. 

]!2mo 
4to: 



7wo Pat1)eketi, or BurmiLn native books. 



Siamese, 

Miracles of Christ in Hin- 
dustani, 

Life of Christ in Bengali, 

Ten Commandments in 
Armenian, 

Bengali Hymn Book, 

Essence of the Bible in 
Armenian, 

Karen Spelling Book, 

Filgritaa's progress, Ben- 
gali and English, 

Baxtei's Call, in Bengali 
and English^ 

Ten Commandments in 
Chinese, 

Scripture Miscellany in 
Chinese, 

Pali's- Sacred Writings, on palm lea^ 



1 vol. 


4to. 




4to. 


1- " 
1 '* 


I2mo. 
12mo. 


1 *' 
1 ** 


12ino. 
12mo. 


1 '* 


l2mo. 
I2mo. 


I « 


12mo. 


1 " 


12itao. 
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ThefoUomng Books are Dojuitions, 



from Baotist Board Fo- 
reign Mi^siontf, New 
Testament, 3d Edi- 
tion, in Burmese, 1 

From Rev, J, L. Shuck, 
Morrison's Chiaeve Bible, 6 

NC Testament, 2d and 3d . 
Editions, in dunese, i 

From London B. Mission 
Society,- Gospeb and 
Acts, 3d Ed. Bengaa, 1 

Fjtna Rev. S. Cornelius, 
Fi^. BiUe, Ed. 1610, 1 



vol; 8vo. 



tt 



tt 



tt 



*f 



1 voL faXio, 



" 18mo. 



tine N. Test. Greek 

and Latin— 1672, 
F^m same, do. do. 

New Testament, 
From Rev. S. H. Cone, 

Ancient and Modem 

Greek New Testament, 
From same, Luther's Ger- 
man Bible,. 
From Bap. Board Foreign 

Missions, Matdiew, emd 

Acts in Siamese 
4to.]px£oTdTevnxit oC King James's BiUe 



8vo. 
8vo, 



8vo. 



tt 



tt 



tt 



8vo. 
8vo. 
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Mi$€iUane9Ui* 



1 copy of Dr. Morrison's Chinese New 
Testament in four volumes, presented by 
brother J. J. Roberts, of Macao. 

1 vol. 8vo. Swedish Bible, printed at Stock- 
holm, 1812, presented by Rev. N. N. 
Whiting. 

1 vol. folio German Bible, by Martin Luther, 
printed at Minden, 1716, presented by 
Rev. J. G. Onckoi. 

1 vol. folio, comprising the Old Testament, 



by Arius Montanusi in Hebrew and La* 
tin ; and the Greek and Latin New Tes<« 
lament, printed at Leipsic, by CltfistiaB 
Kirchner, presented bv Ilev< J. Q* Onckeii< 
vol. folio Geneva Bible, translated by 
CaterdaU, CHlby, Onoiman^ Wkiitmg' 
Atfm, Sampson, Cole, Knox, BodUigkf 
and PuUatne-'^mBde at Geneva in 1561, 
and first printed in Enrland, 1576, pre- 
sented by Rev. W. Souuwood< 



The Board having thus briefly stated the prominent oceiii'- 
rences of the past year, in connexion with the A. & F. B« S# 
close their report with a few reflections. 

The preservation of the sacred Books, notwithstanding the 
gloomy superstition, which, during many centuries spread the 
veil of moral night over the &ce of the earth, claims our devout 
gratitude, and can be ascribed oidy to the gracious interposition of 
heaven. Assailed on every side, and in almost every age, by 
the philosophy, the wit, and the enmity of the world, the Bible 
has everywhere achieved a victory over the loftiest genius and 
the fiercest energies that have combined to obscure the glory of 
its radiance. Yes, the oracles of Gh)d survive; not only the dis- 
persion of the Jews, to whom they were first conunitted, but the 
wisdom of Jehovah is exhibited in making them witnesses of the 
authenticity and inspiration of those very pages which announced 
the birth, the death and the resurrection of the Messiah whom in 
their blindness they persecuted wd crucified. This blessed 
book, which the experi^ce ct age^ ha3 identi&ed with the 
best interest of mankind, Baptists 6tan4 pledged to distribute 
among all nations. But the Board wish not to conceal the fiict, 
that, independent of that unbroken nm^ wilderness which lies 
before us in Mohammedan and heathen lands ; much remains to 
be done in countries professedly christian — many thousands even 
in the United States are uttering the imploring cry, " Give us the 
Bible — give us the Bread of Life, lest we perish !" 

From the just expectations awakened by the organization of 
this institution, and the actual wants ofmilUops whose piercing 
moan has reached us, the A. & F. B. S. and the denomination 
by which they are sustained, are under imperious obligations to go 
forward. To retrograde, or even to pause, would be disastrous 
and d^nuUng. IM iio one say, the work is too gr^it, Jf pqr re- 
liance were upon what human power caa e&ct^ ^w^ xq^^^xqAk^ 
shrink from the prospect before us •, btXl lYvft ^»of«L oi^i!^^^«*»^ 
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ties is the work of faith ; and their success will alwa3rs bear A 
proportion to their fidelity. The Kingdoms op this worli5 

SHALL BECOME THE KINGDOMS OP OUR LoRD, AND OP HIS 

Christ. Faithful is he who hath ptomi^ed^ who also will do Hi 
Whatever be the policy, the power, or the numbers of those 
who endeavour to impede the march df this institution, the 
Board see nothing that can invalidate the soundness of its princi- 
jdes, or that should diminish their confidence in its ultimate tri- 
umph. The firiends of this society have embarked in the enter- 
prise, not from a love of schism, but from a deep conviction of 
the divine origin of the Bible, and that its pages might be pre- 
served firom interpolation. The Bible is the source of their dear- 
est hopes, the foundation of their work, and the centre of their 
union ; and they believe that its faithful translation and univer- 
sal dissemination are imperatively demanded alike by the com- 
mand df God, and the spiritual wants of mankind. 

Under a grateful sense of the divine favour, and in humble 
reliance upon His continued blessing, let the A. & F. B. Society 
" go forward ;" remembering that the finger of God upon the dial 
of time admonishes all his servants to " work while it is day ; the 
night Cometh, when no man can work." 



On motion of Rev. J. B. Taylor of Richmond, seconded by Rev. 
Baron Stow of Boston, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the Report, an abstract of which has now been read, 
be printed and circulated under the direction of the Board of IVIanagers. 

On motion of Rev. R. W. Cushman of Philadelphia, seconded by 
Rev. Jno. Peck of Cazenovia, N. Y. it was 

Resolved, As the sense of this meeting, that the formation of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, and its efforts to give to the na- 
tions of the earth the Bible translated; deserve the approval, and may 
justly ask the co-operation, of the Christian world. 

[Br. Cushman's Address will be found in the Appendix, No. I.] 

On motion of Rev. S. W. Lynde of Cincinnati, seconded by Rev* 
Eli Ball of Virginia, it was 

Resolved, That we devoutly recognise the necessity of Divine influ- 
ence, and earnestly implore the direction and aid of Almighty God, in 
the prosecution of our benevolent enterprise. 

Dr. Chapin, from the Committee of Nomination, presented a list of 
Officers and Managers for the ensuing year ; which, on motion, duly 
made and seconded, was unanimously adopted. (See page 3, of the 
Report.) 
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On motion of Dr. Belles of Boston, seconded by Rev. Alfred Ben* 
»elt of Homer, N. Y. it was 

Resolvedy That the next anniversary of the Society be held in 
the Meeting-house of the Oliver-street Baptist Church, New-Yorkt 
April 26thy 1840, at 9 A. M. for the election of Oflicers and Managers ; 
— ^public exercises to commence at 10 o'clock. 

The Missionary Hymn, From Greenland's icy mattntainSf dec. was 
sung, and the Society adjourned. 



MEETING OF THE BOARD. 



NeW'Yorky May Ist^ 1839. 

The Board of Managers met in OUver-street, at 4 o'clock, P. M. 
The President in the chair. 

Prayer by Jacob H. Brouner, of New- York. 

On motion, duly made and seconded, it was unanimously 

Resolved,' That the sum oifive thousand dollars be appropriated and 
paid to the Baptist General donvention of the United States, to aid in 
publishing and circulating tpanslations of the Sacred Scriptures, made 
bj Baptist missionaries, in Asia. 



BY-LAWS AND ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE BOARD OF MANAOERS. 

1. All meetings shall be opened with prayer. 

2. An Committees shall be nominated by the presiding officer, and 
approved by the Board, unless otherwise specially ordered. 

3. No moneys shall be paid out of the Treasury but by order of the 
Board. 

4. All resolutions, if required, shall be presented in writing. 



ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Reading minutes of last meeting. 5. Reports of Select Committees. 

2. Treasurer's Report. 6. Unfinished business. 

3. Communications of Cor. Sec'y. 7. New business. 

4. Reports of Standing Committees. 



STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Publication and Finance. Agemiet. 

1. Jno. R. Ludlow. 1. Wm. Winterton. 

2. L. Barker, M. D. 2. R. Pegg. 

3. W. H. Wyckoff. 3. N. Caswell. 

4. James Cowan. 4. £. Co^ijidji^. 

5. Wm. HiLiMAN. b.Vi . Ch^^cii. 

P 



APPENDIX. 



I. 



Speech of R. W. Cushman, before the American and Foreign 
Bible Society i on the question of a separate Bible organization 
in the Baptist denomination^ 



Resolted, As the sense of this meetmg, that the fonnadon of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society^ and its efforts to give to the nations of the earth the Bible trans- 
lated, deserve thd approval, and may justly ask the co-operation, of the Christian 
world. 

^ I am aware, Mr. President, of the engrossing scope of this resolu- 
tion. I am aware, that it looks not only to the vindication of this Society, 
from the imputation of being indebted for its birth and character to a pa- 
rentage of sectarianism, which, from many christians of other denomina- 
tions who have not had the means of correct information, it has had to 
bear ; but that it contemplates their support. With this design it was 
drawn up : and- 1 ask leave to sustain it, with the ho[Te that my christian 
brethren present, of every name, will be prepared, before I sit down, 
not only to justify its formation, but to give it, henceforth, their sym- 
pathies, their prayers, and their help. 

As the resolution looks rather towards the public than the Society, 
I ask permission so far to depart from the usage of anniversaries, as to 
look that way too ; and, to direct my observations rather to the assem- 
bly, for whose ear, indeed, every address is really intended, than to the 
chair which presides over the interests for which I plead. 

[n this world, full of fallen men and fallen angels too, it ought not to 
be surprising that good is evil spoken of; that facts should be mis- 
stated, and motives misunderstood. The American and Foreign Bible 
Society had not its origin in a schismatic spirit, as has been widely 
misrepresented and believed ; not in a wish for innovation ; not in a dis- 
inclination of the denomination among whom it originated to co-ope- 
rate with their brethren of other denominations ; but in circumstances 
which they could neither avert nor control. The Baptists have ever 
deprecated the necessity of their ecclesiastical severance from the rest 
of the christian brotherhood ; and have ever earnestly prayed, and la- 
boured, that that necessity might be done away. And when, in the in- 
stitution of the Bible enterprise, one spot was found upon which all 
could meet and work together, they hailed \l aa iVv^ " Isle of the Blest." 
Indeed, the Biblo •nterprise, ¥7)1086 giaxid a\m Yi?cft Vy^t^x^ c^xs^svoft 



43 

the energies of chrisicndomy owes its origin, as does the modem mis- 
sionary enterprise, and the monthly concert of prayer, to the Baptist 
denomination ; and from the formation of the American Bible Society, 
(o the fatal hour when it extinguished the last ray of our hope, by 
sanctioning the doings of a majority of its Board, of the memorable se- 
venteenth of February, 1836, it had the warm heart and the open hand 
of every Baptist of influence, I believe, in the land. 

None, certainly, laboured more assiduously or with greater pleasure 
for the promotion of its interests, than did those who have been princi- 
pally instrumental in the formation of this Society : and the churches 
of the denomination at large had shown their interest in its operations, 
by the contribution of more than forty-five thousand dollars to its funds, 
in legacies alone f probably, a much larger sum in the way of auxilia- 
ries, collections, and memberships. 

So unwilling were they to be separated from the Society, that they 
lefl no means unemployed, which ingenuity and love could suggest, or 
forbearance and perseverance could execute, to avert the obnoxious de- 
cision, which threw us upon the alternative, either to violate our con- 
victions of duty to Grod,' and to the miUions of perishing heathen, whose 
welfare was impUcated in the decision : or, to withdraw, and provide 
as we could, to meet their wants in some other way. 

As the resolution bespeaks a justification of the formation of the So- 
ciety, it is incumbent on me to state the circumstances which led to it. 
The Rev. Messrs. Yates and Pearce, English Baptist missionaries in 
India, having revised and improved the Bengali translation of the New 
Testament, which had been made by Dr. Carey, applied to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, for aid to pubUsh an edition of it for distribution 
among the natives of Bengal,* This aid the American Bible Society 
refused to grant. Why ?— for, by the reason of the refusal, the refusal 
itself must be justified or condemned, and the course which the Baptist 
denomination has taken, consequent on that refusal: — why did they 
deny the request? Was it because they had not the funds to spare ? 
their treasury was overflowing ; and they were looking abroad on the 
whole earth as the field of their labour. 

Was it because they had already bestowed, in aid of translations 
made by Baptist missionaries, as far as the contributions of the Bap- 
tist denomination would justify ? — ^while the contribations of the Bap- 
tists had fallen but httle, if any, short of one hundred thousand dollars, 
the Society had appropriated to aid the translations made by our mis- 
sionaries less than twenty-nine thousand dollars. 

♦ They had previously failed in an application to the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, in consequence of the interference of three Paedobaptist missionaries ; who, 
though apparently on the most friendly terms with the Baptist missionaries, had, un- 
known to them, written to that Society, requesting it not to ^ve assistance to any In- 
dian versions, in which the word Pann^o waa translated, to ipimene. 

What injuries are to result to the interests of Christianity, from the compliance ol 
the British and Foreign Bible Society with their request ; and the imiution of its ex- 
ample by the American Bible Society, He alone, who can see the end of all things^ 
can tell : but it is an awful reflection, that not one of those three men was permitted 
to have the gratification of receiving the tidings of his success. When the news of 
the refusal of that Society to grant the aid whicVi owi \3it%\WTi>a»^ f«i\v2C«8^^«^^ 
CaJcatta, tbey iiad oJl been called to render an accowaX ^i X\«vt fXwU^'^^^»^*«^* 
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Did they refuse the aid because the translation was unfaithful ?— its 
fidelity wias not disputed. Because of the unskilfulness of it ? — its 
philological excellence had the testimony of missionaries of every de- 
nomination; andof ten of the most learned' Pundits in India. Why 
then, you will demand again, was the request denied ? I will give you 
the reason as it came honestly out in the report of the committees to 
whom the request was referred. The first Committee reported that it 
would be inexpedient to recommend appropriations until the Board 
should settle a principle in relation to the Greek word PaTTTi^o). In 
that report the Board concurred ; and referred the subject to a special 
committee to settle the principle. That committee reported, that it is 
intapedient to appropriate funds belonging to the American Bible 
Society, in aid of translating or distributing the Bengali New Tes- 
tament, or any other version containing translations of the Greek 
words PaTTTi^G}, ftaTmafjia, and their cognates. . 

The reason, then, of the refusal of the request was, that the version 
for the printing of which their aid was solicited, contained a tf anslation 
of the Greek word baptize, and its cognates ! — ^they refused the aid so- 
licited, because its translators had not given a part of their '* glad-ti- 
dings" in Greek 1 ! and that part too, by which the poor pagan was to 
learn the first duty he was to perform after believing in Christ, and by 
the performance of which he was to make a public profession of his 
faith, a part which enjoins the only act of worship which was to be 
performed expressly in the name of the trinity of the true God ; and 
which he finds associated with the sanctions of eternal life and death 
in the very commission by authority of which the ministers of Christ 
are giving him the Bible as a light to his path ! ! ! 

But why is this prohibition laid on the Greek vford panrl^ci), any 
more than on the Greek word fteravoew, or the Greek word 7naTev<t>,or 
any other Greek word ? Why do they require that a foreign, unmean- 
ing term, — a barbarism — be obtruded upon every inquiring pagan, pe- 
rishing though he be, in his ignorance of God and duty and salvation ? 
Is it because its meaning is uncertain ? No ; Psedobaptists of every 
denomination being witnesses, the meaning of the word is, to immerse. 
Professor Person, of the University of Cambridge, an Episcopalian, 
acknowledged by all competent judges to have been the first Greek 
scholar in England, pronounced it absurd to imagine that it had any 
other proper meaning than to dip entirely, or plunge, or immerse. 
Dr. Campbell, late professor of Divinity in Aberdeen, a Presbyterian, 
the author of the translation and notes so well known and so often con- 
sulted by every Biblical student, a man who from his boyhood had 
united those habits of close investigation which the study of the law is 
so well adapted to give, with a diligence and a perseverance in study 
which found him among his books from five in the morning till twelve 
at night, until he had passed the age of seventy years ; whose learning 
attracted the attention and won the respect oi the literary men of every 
state in Europe ; whose understanding was too capacious and too 
acute to be fettered by human systems, and too judicious to be led 
astray by fanciful theories ; whose honesty made him declare the truth, 
boiv much soever it might conflict with his own practices, or those of 
ihe church with which he stood connected *, axii o^ v*\io^Q\ftcXvrc^E on 
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church history Mr. Orme, the late Secretary of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, speaks in terms of commendation, which he said he could 
apply to no other work in the language ; — this sound scholar and honest 
man pronounces the proper import of the term to be, to dip^ or immerse, 
Luther, the pillar of the reformation, has translated it in his German 
Bible by a word signifying to immerse ; and Calvin, the doctrinal oracle 
of the churches reformed, though he has not translated it in his Ge- 
nevan Bible, has declared that " it signifies to immerse." 

Why then, you will demand again with amazement, do they for- 
bid its being translated ? It must be, you will say, because it would 
have been introducing an innovation on the practice of the church in 
giving the Bible to mankind? No: besides the fact that the first 
version of the Scriptures ever made from the Greek, and probably 
made under the direction of the Apostles themselves, or their imme- 
diate successors, and into the language of the people of Galilee, to 
whom the Saviour preached, and whom his disciples baptized, contains 
a translation of the word by a term expressive of immersion ; besides 
the fact that it was translated in the Ethiopic version, — a version early 
made for the use of the countrymen, if not for the converts, of the 
Ethiopian officer whom Philip baptized ; besides the fact that it is 
translated in every other ancient version of the East ; and in them all 
translated by a word equivalent to immerse ; — it is also translated in 
nearly all, if not in every modern Protestant version of the west ; the 
English, and Genevan English, and French versions, and thode since 
made on their model, excepted. 

Well then, if it was not because the translation of the word was an 
innovation upon the practice of the general church, you will say it cer- 
tainly must nave been because it was contrary to the practice of the 
American Bible Society to aid such translation. No : strange as it 
may sound to many of you, we must reply, neither could that have been 
the reason ; for they have appropriated funds not only in aid of the 
German Bible, and the Dutch Bible, in which the term was translated, 
and translated by words signifying immersion ; but also in aid of ver- 
sions in which, in defiance of all precedent, and in defiance of all clas- 
sical usage, and in defiance of every lexicon of the Greek language, it 
was rendered by a term equivalent to sprinkle ! And worse yet, they 
have appropriated their funds, in large amounts, in the face of all our 
remonstrances, to the publication of Morrison's Chinese translation, 
which Leang Afa, the well known Chinese convert, pronounced " an 
unintelligible jargon :"of the truth of which, you can yourselves judge, 
when told that the Y/ord baptize is there rendered by a circumlocution, 
the meaning of which is, according to Mr. Abeel, the American Paedo- 
baptist Missionary to China, *'to make a wash." 

" Well ; if it was not an act of insanity," methinks some of you are 
by this time ready to exclaim, " for which no reason can be given, they 
must have forbidden its translation as the condition of their aid, because 
they had just discovered, after twenty years' labour in aiding versions 
containing translations of the word, that they had been sinning against 
their constitution, and thought it " inexpedient" to do so any more. 
But I have to tell you> neither could that have beewlVva i^^-awv^l^i^^vx 
prohibition ; for although they have been siximtv^ •d%ivw^\.'\\. ^vms&V^^^^ 
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since they have had existence, if, according to the *• remarks" upon it 
*^ published by the direction of the Board of Managers, and under the 
direction of a Committee appointed by the same," in 1830, the sole 
object of the Society is, *' the dissemination of the unadulterated word 
of God ;*'* yet, the constitution opposed no obstacle whaterer to their 
aiding versions containing correct translations of the word. On the 
contrary, it required that they should extend their influence, accordmg 
to their ability, to other countries, by giving their aid to ** the most 
faithful translations," where translations were required ; so that this 
very act, instead of being in cautious compliance with the requirements 
of the constitution, was, itself, according to their own published com- 
mentary on that constitution, an added sin. 

But I must give you their reason in their own words ; or rather, per- 
haps I ought to say, in the words of a much valued Baptist brother, 
who on that occasion was so pacific as to think it duty not merely to 
feed a hungering enemy, but to furnish him with weapons and ammu- 
nition : — whether they were made for defence or suicide, however, the 
favoiired may yet have reason to question. 

After the reports of the Committees to which I have referred, and 
much discussion on tkc question of expediency^ the following resolution 
was finally passed, and was afterwards approved by the Society at 
its annual meeting : ^* Resolved, That in appropriating money for the 

♦ I do not know whether the Am. B. Society "feels Hsclf at liberty" to continue 
its patronage to the Spanish version of the New Testament or not ; or whaClier its 
managers are disposed to maintain that, in printing and circulating it, they are en- 
gaged in " the dissemination of the unadulterated word of God." But I cantiot en- 
vy the perspicacity that discovers greater evil to be dreaded Co the cause of pure 
Christianity, and the salvation of souls, from the versions of Baptists, than from those 
of Roman Catholics; from a translation of that which enjoins the ordinance of baptism, 
than from a corruption of that which commands the duty to repent: a translation, con- 
formity to which, at worst, every Protestant acknowledges to be a scr^ptoxal obedi- 
'ence, than from a corruption whose least evil is that it leaves the penshing ainner 
ignorant of what he must do to be saved. Many who have contributed to give the 
lamp of life to the benighted, through the agency of the American Bible Society, will 
be startled to learn, that the Spanish version of the New Testament which they have 
for years been printing and circulating, is a version that was made by Roman Catholics 
from the Latin version called the Vulgate, instead of the original Greek ; and which, 
by transplanting a Latin idiom into the S}>anish tongue, is made to enjoin the Popish 
imposition of penance, instead of repentance ; — a version which follows an omission 
in the Vulgate to justify the adoration of relics and crosses, though all authority is 
agamst the omission. The Greek of the New Testament, in &v9cy mannacript 
known ; the Septoagint, from which St. Paul quoted the words, verbatim ; and the 
Hebrew, from which the Septuagint itself was translated ; the Syriac, the Arabic, 
the Coptic, the Ethiopic ; all have the reading which is in conformity with our com- 
mon Bibles, — Jacob worshipped upon the top of his staff. Yet the Spanish Tersion 
follows the Vulgate in the omission of the preposition : Jacob adoravit faetiginm rhgm 
ejus — " Jacob adorb la altura de su vara ;** Jacob adored the top of his rod! Vara, 
in Spanish, is the word used for the rod or staff, to the top of which they affix the 
cross ; which a Spaniard is taught never to pass without adoring ; and which, so long as 
he has the authority of the American Bible Society for his worship, we may venture to 
predict he never vnU. How much more likely he in to be led into the truth by their aid, 
m respect to repentaneej we may judge by the following incident related by the Rev. 
Mr. Ilaclay : '* 1 once requested an intelligent Spaniard who visited me in my study, 
to give me the true meaning of the word substituted for repentance, in the Spanish 
Bible. He replied, * It means to eat no breakfast — very little dinner — no tea ; not to 
//> ia bed bat on the /loor, and whip yourself ! (suiting the action te the word,) whip 
jroaneint whip yonnelfl ! !' *' 
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translating, printing or distributing of the sacred Scriptures in foreign 
languages, the managers feel at liberty to encourage only such ver- 
sions as conform, in the principle of their translation, to the common 
English version ; at least so far as that all the religious denominations 
represented in the Society can consistently use and circulate said ver- 
sions in their several schools and communities.'* 

The reason, then, for prohibiting the translation of the words relating 
to baptism was, that although their constitution throws no obstacles in 
their way ; and although they have aided and will continue to aid those 
versions of Christendom which contain translations of the words, and 
which they came into existence too late to control ; yet they do not feel 
at liberty to encourage any versions which make a disclosure of their 
proper meaning, in pagan lands, where it is in their power to prevent 
it ; and they cannot encourage ours, because our missionaries who made 
them, unlike Luther, and Calvin, and Campbell, and others whose ex- 
ample contradicted their interpretation, commend the authority of the 
ordiinance by its performance ; and the performance of it, among the 
plain and simple hearted converts from idolatary, in accordance with a 
correct and intelligible version of the command, makes it very difficult 
for the missionary who persists in sprinkling, to use his Bible and pre* 
serve his reputation for consistency !* 

Thus is a principle adopted for their future operations in Bible trans- 
lation which requires the missionaries of the Baptist denomination^ in 
giving light to those who are. sitting in darkness and the shadow of 
death, to hold back and cover up a part of the truth, as the price of the 
aid of that Society in disclosing the rest. And for what ? — that their 
Protestant brethren of other denominations may succeed in transplant- 
ing, into Asia, a Papal substitution for an ordinance of Christ, which, 
in Europe and America, has been the prolific ropt of unutterable evil. 
This was a sacrifice of honesty and conscience, and of the interests of 
their master's kingdom, which they could not, durst not make. 

In translating the Bible, they are laying the foundations upon which 
the churches of unborn miUions and distant centuries are to be reared ; 
and they feel it incumbent on them, according to the grace of Grod 
which is given to them, to lay that foundation wisely. It is a fanda- 

* The motive of the Board in passing this resolation, is sufficiently clear from tho 
language itself; but the facts which gave that motive its power may need to be stated. 
"The Pssdobaptists,^ says Mr. Maclay, "who came into the field in the East Indies, 
lonff ader our Baptist brethren, experienced great difficulties in making converts to 
ronnkling, and in retaining them after they were made, in consequence of the word 
paiTTi^u being rendeiedby a word signifying to immerse^ in all our versions of the sa- 
cred Scriptures. Some of their converts were unwilling to be sprinkled ; and others, 
when sprmkled, by mingling with the Baptist converts, became dissatisfied with this 
ntbstilute for baptism. The Baptist converts would ask them, have you renounced 
idolatry and embraced the Gospell Upon being answeied in the affirmative, they 
would further inquire, have you been bapitized 1 .Yes. In what manner ? By sprink- 
ling. But sprinkling is not baptism. Our teacher savs it is. No, replies the Bap- 
tist convert, your teacher is wrong; examine your Bible and you will see that sprink- 
ling is not baptism. They would do so; and, sure enough, they would find that the 
commission of Christ to all the teachers of his religion, was: * Go teach all nations, 
immersing them in the name of the F^er, and of the Son, and of thft KqV) QVamx*; 
and accordingly they would be immersed.** ll was Od\a ^\SSiC;\)\X>) >«\^'^\sAsiR.*.^'^a* 
request of the three P«dob»ptitt miseionftries before ief«tte^Xo. 
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mental principle of the Baptist faith,, that Christianity must achiefve her 
conquests by the might of the naked truth. Our missionaries believe 
that every plant which the Father hath not planted, though it may Im- 
^er out a sickly existence, must eventually be rooted up. They know 
that the day is coming in which every man's work shall be subjected 
to a severer ordeal than a by-gone superstition ever employed ; and, . 
that* they alone "-whose work shall abide, shall receive the reward" of 
fidelity, or success. They remember that the modem is not the first 
missionary enterprise since the days of the Apostles, for the conversion 
of the nations of the east ; and they are under the most immoveable 
conviction that the only hope of success to the present missionary 
enterprise, lies in carrying forth the gospel of Jesus Christ, the order of 
his church, and the personal exemplification of Christianity, pure as 
they came from the hand of their author ; and, that until the naitions of 
the east shall see " a holy city coming down from God," Jerusalem, in 
their esteem, will be no better than Rome. 

The modern missionary enterprise was begun by the Baptist denomi* 
nation on the very soil where this sacrifice was required to be made. 

The sainted Thomas, and Carey, and Marshman, and Ward, sat 
down alone on the bank of the Ganges, encii'cled by the whitening 
bones of those who had perished in the delusive hope of peace and 
salvation from ablution in its waters : the funeral fires of a superstition, 
whose tenderest sympathies gave the widow to the fiames, were bunif 
ing around them. And amid the groans of the bleeding pilgrim, and 
the wail of the dying widow ; amid the scoff of the proud Brahmin, 
and the frowns of those in power, they undertook to burst the fetters 
of a caste of immemorial centuries. *' An enterprise of madness ! a 
hope of delusion!" was the outcry of the world. And so it was, if 
earthly motive were the impulse that moved, or human policy the star 
that was to guide them. But they went " to proclaim liberty to the 
captive ; to bind up the broken hearted ;" they went because the Lord 
had sent them. They went in simple faith in the power, and trust in 
the promise, of Jehovah ; and the very fact that all former attempts had 
failed, made them hold with a firmer grasp, the instrument that God 
had placed in their hands. 

Who, then, can wonder, who will dare to blame, if the successors of 
those apostles of a new Christian era, beholding the effects which the 
simple truth, commended by their piety to every man's conscience, had 
wrought ; beholding churches gathered, and converts multiplying ; be- 
holding India's millions waking from their long sleep of death, and ask- 
ing for light to their path ; beholding the power of Brahminismbroken ; 
infanticide abolished, and the funeral fires extinguished ; — who, we 
say, can wonder if the successors of those men, standing amid such 
scenes as these, when they were required to mask their light, refused to 
do it ! Who will dare to condemn them, if they held their honesty too 
dear to be sacrificed, even on charity's altar ? Who can censure, it 
holding up the Bible, faithfully translated, they replied, " By this our 
fathers prevailed ; by this we conquer;" and ceasing from man, whose 
breath is in his nostrils, as not to be accounted of, or relied on, they 
resolved to look to God alone. 
Bat, it is to be borne in mind, in iu&g^ng ot \Vi<^ co\ut^« ti^as:^^^ 
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Baptists of this country have taken in this matter, that the veiraions 
made by the English Baptist missionaries in India, although they are 
so numerous as to embrace the languages of more than four hundred 
millions of idolaters, are not the only ones which are proscribed by the 
resolution of the American Bible Society. All the versions made hy Bap- 
tist missionaries^ embracing the langtMges and dialects of more than halftha 
heathen world, suffer the same proscription. Nor is this aU which you 
must consider ; — these versions are tlie only ones, with scarcely an 
exception, which have been made into those languages ^ so that either 
they must be thrown away*-^a8 their translators will not^ dare, not; dis<» 
guise them — and the hundreds of millions for whom they tirere prepared 
must go into eternity unblest, while other men of more supple conscien- 
ces, are preparing other versions on the principle of accommodation and 
concealment required by that society ; or the friends of truth and ho- 
nesty in this country must provide fur their circulation, just as they are, 
that aid which the American Bible Society refused. 

In this dilemma, their brethren in America have said to them, " Hold 
fast your integrity ; * endeavour, by earnest prayer and diligept study, to 
ascertain the exact meaning of the original text ; to express that mean- 
ing as exactly as the nature of the languages into which you translate 
the Bible, will permit ; and transfer no words which are capable of be* 
iiig literally translated ;' and if the Bible Societies desert you for re- 
nouncing the hidden things of dishonesty, for not walking in craftiness^ 
and refusing to handle the word of God deceitfully, yet will not we ; 
nor will He, whose commission you bear. Translate that commission ( 
proclaim and fulfil it, and if they will not help you^ we will.^* 

Now, in holding to them such language, have we done wrong ? 
Have we done wrong ? In adopting measures to make our promise 
goodf have we done wrong ? After waiting for the action of the Ame* 
rican Bible Society, in the hope of its reversing the decision of its. 
Board, and after witnessing the confirmation of that decision by the 
Society, at its annual meeting, a convention of the denomination,-— 
the largest ever ashembled in this country— on a review of all the cir- 
cumstances of our condition as a denomination, and the pressing wants of 
the nations for whom we had prepared, or were preparing, verbions of - 
the Scriptures ; proceededt with great unanimity, to the formation of a 
Society to arouse acid durect the energies of our half a million of mem* 
bers in giving the Bible, so far ae God might help us to do it, to the na* 
lions of the earth. 

But although it was formed by Baptists, to meet the demand of the 
circumstances into which we had been thrown, we repel the idea of sub- 
^rvience to party or sectarian purposes^ .The Society was formed on 
the broad principle of giving the Bible fully and faithfully translated, 
and leaving seCt and party to Ood and to the force of his truth. Not a 
little has been said, and written, about sectarianism and bigotry ; about 
embarrassing missionary operations* (&c. but I thank God I have heard 
none of it from my brethren. None of them, so far as I am aware^i 
have been guilty of advancing charg'es so heavy against those from 
whom we have suflfered ; though they have often been ^a.\3afc^ nr>&5cw 
having to bear theml 

The charge is indeed heavy, but agw^t ^Viom ^^^ ^^• ^"^^ 

G 
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Against us, wbo united with the other denomination^-ribr let it be re^ 
membered, that, with respect to this matter, there are but two, the Baptist 
and the Psdobaptist — to print and circulate the Scriptures in the dress 
and mask which an arbitrary monarch, of Popish extraction, of Presby- 
terian education, but defender of the faith of Episcopacy, chose ta 
give them ;* and who carried his zeal against the translation of ecclesi- 
astical words so far as to retain for the Jewish Passover, saered as it 
was with the blood of the lamb of God, the substituted name of a Saxon 
goddess? Does it. belong to ns, who united with a denomination to 
suit whose practice that version was made, and poured our mites^ lift 
they sv/elled to scores of thousands into their hands, to circulate that 
version all over our land, although it was perpetuating ignorance by cob- 

* Although I do not approye of animadversion on the " Kmg James' Bible," as oar 
common version is called, since it is the only one which ia generally accesible, and for 
that reason in general use; yet, as it is now held forth by the American Bible Society 
as a standard for the whole pagan world, so sacred as to justify the extinction of ex- 
isting translations in languages spoken by more that half the heathen on the globe, I 
feel it due to the cause of troth, that the world should know its claims to infallibility. 

It is generally believed to be a translation which was made by men, selected for the 
work on account of their skill in the languages in which the Scriptures were originally 
written } and to have been translated, by them, out of the original tonguee, accordiDg 
to the best of their knowledge and skill. 

The fact is, that instead of performing the work according to the best of their know- 
ledge and skill, they were obliged to submit themselves, as passive instraments, to the 
dictation of a monarch noted for passion, pedantry, and self-will ; and, of a cringing and 
worldly Archbishopr who had reluctantly yielded to the demands of the puritan interest 
in the established church, for a better version than the one then in authorized use. 
And when some of,the principal scholars of theu: body suggested, as it appears from 
the testimony of Dr. Gill, chaplain to Archbishop Abbot, they repeatedly did suggest, 
new and varying translations ; they were reminded that it " was nott?U djemt of thosk 
whe had broUgfU them together,** / 

Instead of their making a new translation, it appears from the investigations of the 
late Dr.. Homer, a Paedobaptist clergyman of Massachusetts, who had spent sixty years 
in the critical study of the nistory and character of the difierent versions of the Scrip- 
tures, that only about one twenty-seventh part of the Old Testament, and one eigh^- 
fourth part of the New Testament, is entitled to the name of a new translation. And 
instead of their having made even this small portion from the original tongues. Dr. 
Homer believes, that although they did not wholly neglect the Hebrew and Greek 
originals, they consulted the Greek of the New Testament with the aid of the Latin 
version of Erasmus interlined; and the Hebrew of the Old Testament, with the help of 
the interlined translation of Arius Montanus ; a translation which is so barbarously 
literal as completely to sacrifice the idiom of the I>aiin language. This Latin transla- 
tion of Montanus is made upon ** a principle which seizes a single meaning of a word 
and holds to it, whatever absurdities it may involve, entirely disregarding uie context; 
a principle which, instead of giving the sense of the original, sometimes gives down- 
right nonsense ; frequently, a different meaning from the original ; and, not seldom, 
makes the author say in another language, the reverse of what he said in his own.*^* 
The use of a version like that is certainly not very favourable to the position maintained 
by Todd, in his Vindication of the Translators, that they were men eminently skilled 
in the Oriental and Greek languages, and fitted in every respect for the high and ho- 
nourable task assigned to them by their sovereign. 

Although these facts strongly condemn the course pursued by the American Bible 
Society, and even point to the necessity of an improved version in [the English Ian* 
ffuage, thoy need not awaken apprehension in the mind of the unlettered Christian : 
for although our common version is not sufficiently immaculate to admit the seal of 
infallibility, or to' justify its being made a standard for all new versions to be given to 
the pagan world; yet it is not sufficiently defective, except in relation to baptism and 
church order, to be distrusted as a guide to Uul\i ox dvivj . 

* Dr, CampbelfsiU^ures onlh^vonioa ot KxVstelftwBSoaaa. 
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cealment, and error by misinterpretation, on the point on which we are 
at issue ? Or, does it belong to those who refuse to help us print or 
circulate a most faithful, unimpeached and unimpeachable version, in 
a far distant heathen land, because we had translated the terms relating 
to baptism ; refused, .though their treasury was full, to give us part of 
that money which our confiding churches and our djdng brethren had 
trusted to their stewardship, for giving light to the perishing ; and sent 
us out penniless, with the only existing translations in our hands, fpr 
hundreds of millions of pagans, because we had translated a foord as 
their own best scholars tell us it should be translated, and as every ver- 
sion of the primitive ages gives it ; as almost every modem version of 
the reformed churches of Europe gives it ; as the practice of the 
churches of Western Europe, papal and anti-papal, for thirteen hun- 
dred years, confirms it ; as the churches of Greece, of Servia, Bulga- 
ria, Wallachia, Moldavia, and even frozen Russia, explain and enforce 
it to the present day ? Against whom, I repeat, does the charge of sec- 
tarianism, of bigotry, and of embarrassing missionary operations, lie? 
I appeal to the world — let the honest judge, and answer. 

Although, as may well be supposed, I feel indignant at charges so 
misapplied ; and at the injustice of the course which has been pursued 
towards the Baptist denomination, and the cruelty of it to the perishing 
millions of Asia, to whom, by the act of the American Bible Society, 
the Bible is denied ; £ wish to say that the feeling is directed against 
those exclusively who are responsible for the evil. Far be it from me 
to suppose, for a moment, that my brethren of other denominations, 
generally, approve the principle of accommodation, concealment, and 
conformity to a fallible human standard, adopted by the American Bible 
Society. A portion even of their own members in the Board voted 
against the resolution ; and it is my firm conviction, that the day is near 
wh6n the honesty, and piety, and conscience, and honour, of those de- 
nominations, will bo aroused to a sense of this injustice and Cruelty : and 
•when that society will be compelled to abandon its principle of expe- 
diency, and adopt that of giving to the world, ** the Bible faithfully and 
fully translated,'^ or it will find the confidence and support of those on 
whom it has relied, withdrawn. 



II. 

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE OLIVER-STREET FEMALE BIBLE SOCIETY, 

We again avail ourselves of a portion of the correspondence of this 
Auxiliary. The letters are not only fi;om highly esteemed brethren, 
but the views they have given of the objects of the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, and of the principles upon which it is founded, can- 
not but be pleasing to the readers of our Report. 

FROM THE FOREIGN SKCRETAKT OF THE BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

To the Secretary of the Oliver-street Female Bible Society : 
Having received a certificate of life-mQm\>^i^\vv^'\xv^^ kxssRxvs^.^'^^Ss. 
Foreign Bible Society in consequence <A fti^ coxiVrtavy^v^^ ^^ '^w«X^ ^^"^ 
hrs by the Oliver'Street Female BiWe Soc\e\.^,\ \i%%\w^^>>i«^^^v 
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and mask which an arbitrary monarch, of Popish extraction, of Presby- 
terian education, but defender of the faith of Episcopacy, chose to 
give them ;* and who caurried his zeal against the translation of ecclesi- 
astical <vords so far as to retain for the Jewish Passover, sacred as it 
was with the blood of the lamb of God, the substituted name of a Saxon 
goddess? Does it. belong to ns, who united with a denomination to 
suit whose practice that version was made, and poured our mites^ lift 
they sv/eiled to scores of thousands into their hands, to circulate that 
version all over our land, although it was perpetuating ignorance by con- 
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new and varying translations ; they were reminded that ft ** loas not the djeet of thosk 
vfho had brought them together.^* 

Instead of their making a new translation, it appears from the investigatbns of the 
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instead of their having made even this small portion from the original tongues. Dr. 
Homer believes, that although they did not wholly neglect the Hebrew and Greek 
originals, they consulted the Greek of the New Testament with the aid of the Latin 
version of Erasmus interlined; and the Hebrew of the Old Testament, with the help of 
the interlined translation of Arius Montanus ; a translation which is so barbarously 
literal as completely to sacrifice the idiom of the I>aiin language. This Latin trmsla- 
tion of Montanus is made upon ** a principle which seizes a single meaning of a word 
and holds to it, whatever absurdities it may involve, entirely disregarding uie context*, 
a principle which, instead of giving the sense of the original, sometimes gives down- 
right nonsense ; frequently, a different meaning from the origbal ; and, not seldom, 
makes the author say in another language, the reverse of what he said in his own.*** 
The use of a version like that is certainly not very favourable ta the position maintained 
by Todd, in his Vindication of the Translators, that they were men eminently skilled 
in the Oriental and Greek languages, and fitted in every respect for the high and ho- 
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Although these facts strongly condemn the course pursued by the American Bible 
Society, and even point to the necessity of an improved version in 'the English Ian* 
ffuage, thoy need not awaken apprehension in the mind of the unlettered Christian : 
for although our common version is not sufficiently immaculate to admit the seal of 
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« Dr, Campbell's m^uret onth^vonVoia ot AsAaalftAuXagMa. 
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us out penniless, with the only existing translations in our hands, fpr 
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their own best scholars tell us it should be translated, and as every ver- 
sion of the primitive ages gives it ; as almost every modem version of 
the reformed churches of Europe gives it ; as the practice of the 
churches of Western Europe, papal and anti-papal, for thirteen hun- 
dred years, confirms it ; as the churches of Greece, of Servia, Bulga- 
ria, Wallachia, Moldavia, and even frozen Russia, explain and enforce 
it to the present day ? Against whom, I repeat, does the charge of sec- 
tarianism, of bigotry, and of embarrassing missionary operations, lie? 
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. Although, as may well be supposed, I feel ihdignant at charges so 
misapplied ; and at the injustice of the course which has been pursued 
towards the Baptist denomination, and the cruelty of it to the perishing 
millions of Asia, to whom, by the act of the American Bible Society, 
the Bible is denied ; £ wish to say that the feeling is directed against 
those exclusively who are responsible for the evil. Far be it from me 
to suppose, for a moment, that my brethren of other denominations, 
generally, approve the principle of accommodation, concealment, and 
conformity to a fallible human standard, adopted by the American Bible 
Society. A portion even of their own members in the Board voted 
against the resolution ; and it is my firm conviction, that the day is near 
when the honesty, and piety, and conscience, audi honour, of those de- 
nominations, will bo aroused to a sense of this injustice and Cruelty : and 
•when that society will be compelled to abandon its principle of eaepe- 
diency, and adopt that of giving to the world, ** the Bible faithfully and 
fully translated^'* or it will find the confidence and support of those on 
whom it has relied, withdrawn. 
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you, to return my thanks for this very gratifying attention, and alsp to 
assure the Sdciety of my lively interest in the design of their (u-ganiza- 
tion. 

To present <^ the Bible translated" — the word of God undisguised and 
entire — to the intelligent mind, is the highest service that can be ren- 
dered by man to man. The work is essentially one with the mission- 
ary enterprise, and its prosecution in its distinctive form may, under 
Providence, secure the more effectually the early completion of the one 
great end.. . 

At no former period was preparation more ripe. Missionaries are 
abroad^ — the languages of the heathen have been extensively acquired, 
and the most barbarous tongues reduced to system and form,-^above 
all, the fundamental principles' of just interpretation and translation have 
been ascertained and promulged. . No obstacle is known to preclude 
the ui^iversal diffusion of the Bible, with any measure of rapidity, con- 
sistent with fidelity to its original import, to which the most geoercMis 
Christian love may prompt. 

It may be, gratifying to the Society to add, that under the direction 
of the Board of Foreign Missions, whose labours have been so largely 
befriended by the American and Foreign Bible Society, translations 
(mostly of scripture,) have been made, or are now in progress, in seven- 
teen heathen languages — languages spoken and read by half the hu- 
man race. Very respectfuUy, 

B4^PTiST Mission Rooms, > S. P£CK. 

JBoston, /an. $1, 1839. ( 



From Professor K,ifley^ of the Newton Baptist Theological Semiiuny. 

Newton Centbc, M488. Jan, 2C, 1339. 
H. J. Ripley hereby acknowledges with gratitude the mark of respect 
conferred on him by the Oliver-street Female Bible Society, in making 
him a life-member of the American and Foreign Bible Society. Ef- 
forts to spread among all nations the Word of Life translated into the 
various languages of the human family are hfeld in high estimation by 
one whose chief business is to study the lively oracles, and to lead his 
younger brethren, called to the ministry, to a knowledge of their original 
languages and to a more thorough perception of their ineaning. May 
the smiles of Heaven rest on the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
and on all societies and individuals that are aiding it^ designs. 



• 



PmLADELPHiA, March B, 1839. 
To the Secretary of the Oliver^treet Female Bible Society, New York: 

Dear Sister, — Allow me, through you, in behalf of the Managers of 
the Baptist General Tract Society, to express my thanks to the Oliver- 
street Female Bible Society for their liberal donation of one hundred 
dollars, in copies of the Testameiit pubhshed by the American and 
Foreign Bible Society. By this well-timed betve^cwvc^ you have 
a/ded at ance the fanda of t|wo kindred \tiaU\.\\Uofv'&5 vcvd V»xvi\^^ >^« 
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means ofputting into circulation a large number both of this invaluable 
book, and of the publications of the Society which I have the pleasure 
of representing. A donatibn of money to the same amount could not, 
under existing circumstances, have been so acceptable as this act, by 
which a double good will be accomplished. 

May you, and the Society with which you are connected, find, that in 
furnishing to others the bread of life, your own souls are replenished 
with grace from the great Head of the Church. 

To me, it appears that the two institutions which you have thus 
united in your regards, sustain a very near and important relation to 
each other. Both aim, untrammelled, to circulate the unadulterated 
truth of God, and his whole truth. Both have thrown off the shackles 
with which our own and other denominations had bound themselves 
in propagating the Gospel, and depend wholly upon the resources of 
their own people. Each of these societies wDl tend to strengthen the 
other ; for as the tract shall defend and enforce Bible ordinances, the 
society which circulates Bibles in which no attempt is made to obscure 
the true character of those ordinances, will rise in importance and 
receive its due regard. While, on the other hand, efforts to sustain a 
society which gives to the world the pure, entire word of God, will 
most assuredly make manifest the propriety of circulating as hand- 
maids to the Scripture, tracts which shall exhibit all parts of its holy 
truths and precepts. The Lord grant that the day may not be far dis- 
tant, when these Societies, and others formed on similar principles, 
shall have been made the successful instruments of publishing to all 
lands " all the counsel of God." 
Very respectfully, 

Your brother in the cause of Christ, 

I. M. ALLEN, 
General Agent of the Baptist General Tract Society 



From the President of the Columbian College^ D. C. 

College Hill, D. C. April 1st, 1839. 

Sister Garniss, — I this day received your letter, accompatiying a 
certificate of Life Membership, in the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, by virtue of a contribution to that Society of $30, by the Oliver- 
street Baptist Female Bible Society of New-York. Be assured, Ma- 
dam, that I prize it not only on account of its giving me a name in the 
Society, which I believe is destined of God to do more perhaps in 
blessing the world, than any other human association ever yet formed j 
but also on account of the grateful manner in which it was commu- 
nicated. 

Permit me to express, through you, my acknowledgments to the 
Society, of their kind favour, and assurances of high esteem and 
Christian affection. 

I am, yours, Madam, with sentiments of Christian affection^ 
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From Profetsor Maginnis^ of Hamilton. 

AHD ' 

April 26, 1839. 



Hamilton Lit. ahd Theo. Ins. } 



To the Secretary of the OHver-strect Female Bible Society j 
Dear Sister, — Permit me, through you, to express my sincere gra- 
titude to your Society for their kindness in presenting me a certificate 
of life -membership of the American and Foreign Bible Society. I do 
assure you, nothing could have been more grateful to my leelings. 
Having recently ventured to assume the duties of a most important 
and responsible station, I regard this as a disposition on your part to 
welcome me into the state as a fellow-labourer in the cause df Christ ; 
and may I not regard it also as some pledge that I shall be sustained 
by your fervent prayers to the great Head of the church, without 
whose gracious aid all our strength is weakness, all our wisdom 
folly. 

I rejoice with you in the present prospects of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, and in the success with which it has already 
been crowned. I cordially pledge to you my efforts, and whatevet in- 
fluence I am capable of exerting, to sustain it and promote its objects. 
I am well aware of the opposition against which the friends of this 
society have had to contend, especially in its first formation. Indeed, 
I was myself among the number who supposed that the objects con- 
templated by the society, could have been accomplished by the mis- 
sionary Board, without the aid of a new and distinct organization. 
The question with me related to measures ; with regard to the great 
end to be accomplished, I never had a moment's hesitation — ^never for 
a moment could I be willing that our missionaries should have been 
permitted to give the Scriptures to the heathen, without translating 
every word as plainly as language could express it. 

But I am happy to believe that every objection to the new organiza- 
tion is now fast subsiding. The Board of Missions and the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, are now seen harmoniously co-operating 
in the same glorious work of sending the pure word of God to all the 
nations and tribes of the human family. In this cause may every lover 
of our Redeemer be enlisted ; and may the prayer of the conduct, and 
the prayer of the heart, unite in the petition, " 7%y Kingdom comeJ^ 

I cannot close this communication without expressing my ardent de- 
sire, that your prayers may continue to ascend in behalf of the institu- 
tion with which I am connected. Here, you know, are many pious 
brethren, called of God to the work of the ministry, who are preparing 
to preach the gospel at home, or to go into foreign lands as mission- 
aries, and translators of the Bible. These young brethren have often 
experienced the fostering care of the Oliver-street chuich. As an in- 
stitution we are grateful for the kindness we have received from you ; 
we highly value your favour and confidence — and these, we trust, we 
shall never be permitted to forfeit. 

Very sincerely and affectionately, your brother in Christ. 

3. ^. MAlGINNIS. 
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PRotiDENCB. R. 1. AprU S9, 183^1 
To ifu Ladiei of the Oliver-street Female Bible Society : 

Dear Sisters in Christ, — It was with much pleasure that I received,- 
Hl few days ago, a certificate of life-membership of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, by virtue of thirty dollars, contributed by your' 
Society. In acknowledging with gratitude this token of your Chris- 
tian kindness and regard to myself, allow me, dear sisters, to embracer 
the present opportunity of stating the high importance I attach to the 
Parent Society of which you are so efficient an Auxiliary. I regard the 
establishment of the American and Foreign Bible Society as a most 
important era in the ecclesiastical history of the present age. Future' 
historians will point back to it, as an event worthy of being placed side 
by side with the glorious reformation from Popery at the beginning of 
the 16th century; — the carrying out to its full extent the grand and 
mighty principle, which then shook the foundations of the Vatican, 
and caused the man of sin to tremble on his throne. The principle, 
destined eventually to demolish the temple of Antichrist, and to overturn 
every system of enor, and which began at that eventful epoch to be 
boldly maintained, viz : That the Bible — and not the voice of tradition 
or the decrees of Councils, or the bulls of Popes — that the Bible, and 
that alone, is the foundation of Christian faith and practice ; or, in the 
words of Chilling worth, " The Bible, and the Bible only, is the religion 
of Protestants." This battering ram has broken down nearly all the 
pillars of Popery, — but one, though weak and crumbling, is still standing ; 
-^a pillar, built upon the same foundation of sand, and constructed of 
the same perishable materials as those which lie scattered in the dust. 
The principle which gave birth to the glorious reformation, is that upon 
which the American and Foreign Bible Society is based ; which prin- 
ciple is destined ultimately to batter down the last pillar of Popery — ' 
Infant Sprinkling. Protestantism says, " give the people the Bible." 
Popery says, " withhold it.'* Protestantism says, " tell the people what 
God says, translate his book that the people may know what he says i 
translate the whole of it, and translate it faithfully." Popery says^ 
** cover it up in an unknown tongue ; or if you translate a part of it, 
leave at least those parts untranslated, the concealing of which supports 
the tottering pillars of my temple." 

The American and Foreign Bible Society, is the only Bible Society 
on earth, except its own Auxiliaries, which boldly says NO to this 
mournful petition of Popery, and which is determined to carry out, in 
its full intent, the glorious principle upon which Protestantism is based ; 
— to give God's own book to all nations, fully and faithfully translated, 
and then say to them in reply to their inquiries, " what must we believe, 
— what must we practise ?'' You have God's own book as your ulti- 
mate appeal ; — we have endeavoured, in his fear, to give you a faithful 
translation of every word, corrupting nothing, concesding nothing ; ex- 
amine for yourselves-:— whatever God commands, believe it, practice it ; 
— whatever you cannot find there, we know nothing of — examine for 
yourselves — " The Bible, and that alone, is the religion of Protestants.'*" 
This society, and the denomination which sustains it, is therefore de- 
stined to complete the work which IheR^fotmet^X^^^ssv^'axN^'^ ^^\fifk- 
lish the only remaining pillair wluch vVioy \el\.^VMx^\Ti^* 
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Some may, perhaps, smile in derision at these predictions, but time 
vrill show how long the substitution of sprinkling for believers' immer- 
sion will stand before the burning torch of truth, and the hght of God's 
^KTord, when fully and faithfully translated ; and how long this pillar of 
sand will stand against this Protestant battering ram. It is a privilege 
to live in an age signalized by the establishment of a society based up- 
on so noble a.principle, and destined to accomplish so glorious a result ; 
it is not only a privilege, but an honour to be engaged as you are, so 
zealously and so efficiently in forwarding its noble object. Go on, dear 
sisters of Oliver-street;, continue to be a pattern to the mothers and 
sisters of our American Zion, in your self-denying and vigorous efforts to 
give the unmutilated Bible to the whole world, and the blessing of many 
shall come upon you. Jesus will look down on your exertions with 
smiles of approval, and in Heaven you will at last meet with many a 
converted Heathen, supplied with the Word of Life, instructed and 
saved, through your instrumentality. 

I remain your aflectionate brother in Christ, 

JOHN BOWLING. 



Shawnee, Ind. Tbr. April 17, 1639. 
Miss E' Gamiss, Sec- of the Oliver-st. Female Bible Soc. 

Madam< — Your communication of March 28, accompan3ring a cer- 
tificate of life-membership of the American and Foreign Bible So* 
ciety, has just been received. 

The kindness done me, by the excellent ladies of your society, is as 
grateful to my feelings as the favour was unexpected. From almost a 
youth my feeble efforts have been exerted in the missionary enterprise ; 
being only in my nineteenth year, when I commenced labouring for 
the perishing aborigines of our country. And now having laboured 
quietly and obscurely for about seventeen years, during which time f 
have, in connexion with my other labours, been made the humble in- 
strument of translating two of the Gospels* into different Indian lan- 
guages, besides separate portions of Scripture ; and when I had felt as 
though I was almost unknown, this token of '* remembrance and re- 
gard" received at your hand, from the dear sisters of your society, has 
greatly affected me. To share in the sympathies and prayers of such, 
is both gratifying and encouraging, and the assurance of it, I trust, 
will tend to increased diligence m the blessed work of extending the 
light of the Gospel among the ignorant and perishing of our race. 

To be enrolled as a life-member of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, I esteem as a high privilege — rather let my name be there, 
than among the kings of the earth. 

This society has, from its earUest developement, met my most hearty 
approbation, and enlisted my warmest desires for its success } and it has 
seemed to me, that it has more obviously grown up under the imme* 
diatc auspices of the Divine Will, than any institution of the land. 

'' One of which 13 now in the press at Shavrnce; mxkVycoia, ^'yhxIda SVawoee 
Imnguage* 
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From it, I hope for great results— ^uch as shall gladdeo a dying world, 
and impart life and light to many who sit in the gloom of spiritual 
death. 

To labour for the Lord Jesus, and under his blessing, to wrest one 
inch of ground from the prince of darkness, is worth a hfe of toil. In 
presenting salvation through a precious Redeemer, to the nations of the 
earth, may the hands of your society never tire, and may the grace of 
God, which they seek to impart to others, richly dwell in their own 
hearts. 

To the ladies oi your society, please present for me, my grateful 
acknowledgments, and accept yourself the same, under sincere assur* 
ances of the very great respect and esteem, with which I have the 
honour of subscribing myself, 

Your brother and obedient servant, 

J. LYKINS 



Bangkok, Si am, Dec 3, 1838. 

To tht Secretary of the Oliver-st, Fi^mdle Bible Society ^ N. liork. 

Though personally unknown to all of you, I have once had an oppor« 
tunity of meeting your revered Pastor in Hartford, Ct. in 1830 ; and 
have since had the privilege of some correspondence with him. A few 
weeks since, I received a certificate of Life Membership in the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society, through your instrument ality. Whe- 
ther I regard it as a mark of personal favour, or of your interest in the 
great cause of the *' Bible Translated^' into all languages, it is equally 
a matter of comfort and rejoicing. 

Although I have already commqnicated to the President and Secre- 
tary of the American and Foreign Bible Society, the general progress 
of efforts to translate the scriptures into Siamese — it may perhaps, ba 
gratifying to your society that I should, to some extent, recapitulate pre- 
vious statements. The gospel of Matthew in Siamese, was printed in 
1835, after three revisions. I have subsequently revised it with great 
care four or five times ; and it wiQ undergo another revision as it passes 
through the press. The Acts of the Apostles were printed in 1837. 
Luke and Mark and part of Romans are translated and under revision. 
My time for a year to come, will be most assiduously employed, with 
a view, if possible, to complete the translation of the New Testament ; 
but when once translated, the work of subsequent revision will be fully 
equal to that of the original translation. 

The necessary investigations for settling the meaning of difficult 
passages and rendering the whole expressive, perspicuously expressive 
of the " mind of the. Spirit," will require no trifling Amount of time and 
labour. That I may have heakh, grace, and wisdom to accomplish, a 
work so immeasurably important and responsible, I beg your earnest 
prayers, under the firmest conviction that God will •• magnify his word 
above all his name." I am, most smceteYY ^foxxi^^ 

H 
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III. 

The following document, copied from the second Annual Report of 
the Bible Society of the First Baptist Church in Troy, comprises a 
summary answer to the oft repeated interrogatories of the numerous 
correspondents of the American and Foreign Bible Society : ** What 
amount have Baptists contributed, to support the Am. B. S ?" &c. 

It has been asserted that the Baptists of the United States, when 
connected with the American Bible Society, contributed for its various 
objects more than $100,000. That assertion has been repeated in the 
coarse of a public controversy in this city, (Troy.) In both cases, 
but the latter more particularly, it was to illustrate the zeal and sincerity 
of the Baptists in the common effort to multiply and distribute copies 
of the Bible. The assertion has been contradicted, however, by many ; 
it has called forth grave denial and animadversion in " high places ;** 
and a responsible writer in one of the public journals of this city, in 
noticing it, has said, that it could not be made to appear that the Bap- 
tist denomination had ever contributed to tha; Society " any thing like 
$100,000;" that the assertion was founded on mere conjecture, and 
demands proof of the assertion ; that he believed that not one Baptist 
layman had become a Life Director ; that there was hut one Baptist 
minister entitled to that distinction, and that was conferred on him by a 
^Presbyterian elder ; that the number of Baptist ministers and laymen 
entitled to Life Membership was very limited ; and that the amount of 
Baptist legacies did not exceed $17,000. 

1 shall here take the liberty to say, that the claim needs no proof 
among gentlemen really conversant with the details of that Society's 
business ; yet I am persuaded that the number of such persons is, 
comparatively, small : and while, under the circumstances of the case, 
I feel called upon to attempt the proof demanded, I yield to that de- 
mand with great reluctance, lest it should be construed into evidence of 
a mercenary spirit. This I entirely disclaim. I attempt it only be- 
cause it is demanded. 

I also wish not to be understood as contending that the Baptists, by 
the amount of their subscriptions, have done all their duty while co- 
operating with the A. B. S. Had they contributed double the amount, 
their labour would not have been in vain. 

Before entering upon the specifications of the proof demanded, I 
deem it proper to say that, the manner in which contributions are made 
to the A. B. S. renders it extremely difficult to arrive at much positive 
evidence in the case. So far as Baptists are concerned, until 1836, 1 
believe they never maintained any separate organizations for Bible ope- 
rations, but acted indiscriminately with the other denominations. Con- 
tributions from all sources have been deposited in one common trea- 
sury, and have frequently passed through the treasuries of one or two 
auxiliary societies previous to reaching their final destination in New- 
York, in the form of contributions from the last auxiliary, thus render- 
ing it impossible to ascertain with certainty the personal sources from 
whence they were derived. Again, large sutwWv^ioviXidvhftir way 
^oUf the treasury of the A. B. S. in vte ioim oi caiiVnXi\iV\oTi% Vdk&nvDk 
cJjurcheB where different denominalkOBB 'wen ^Aii^mV^ft^ tei >^ ^^- 
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pose of contributing. How Urge a proportion of these sums was given 
by any denomination, none can know. But in some sections of the 
country the Baptists are the prevalent denomination ; in those sections 
such operations have taken place extensively, and the known wealth 
and liberality of Baptists occupying them leaves no room for doubt that 
a large proportion of those funds were derived from them. Further, 
the Annual Reports of the Society contain the names of many Baptist 
Life Directors and Members, but in a denomination enumerating about 
5000 ministers, half a million of communicants, and a population of 
four millions, what man could select <dl the Baptist names which are 
entitled to those distinctions ? Or, what Congregationalist, or Presby- 
terian, or Episcopalian, having much less difficulty to encounter from 
numbers, could select all the names thus distinguished in their respec- 
tive sects ? I venture to say, there is not one. My own knowledge 
of Baptist names falls far short of many others, and my means of in- 
formation respecting their local benevolent operations are very imper- 
fect ; but with such as they are, I have arrived at certain conclusions 
which will do something towards proving the assertion in question, and 
showing the incorrectness of the statements to which I have alluded. 

The Annual Reports of the A. B. S. from 1829 to 1836, acknow- 
ledge the receipt of $1277,95 in subscriptions and contributions from 
sources which I recognise as Baptist. I possess other means, per^ 
fectly accurate, however, of pointing out $2664,58, which were con- 
tributed in the same foims from Baptists also. From the same reports 
I have ascertained that there are, at least five laymen who are Life Di- 
rectors, by the payment of $1600 ; five ministers, also, Life Directors, 
by the payment of $750 ; 46 laymen and females, Life Members, by 
the payment of $1665 ; and 140 clerical Life Members by. the pay* 
ment of $4260, all of whom are Baptists. Here then are $12,217,53;. 

While upon this subject it may not be amiss for me to remark that, 
while the above proves the incorrectness of the assertion that *' there 
is only one Baptist minister a Life Director ,'' it is only true in part that 
the one alluded to, was constituted such by a Presbyterian elder. That 
minister was a Life Member by the payment of $30^ but the Presby- 
terian elder subsequently made a large donation to the society, and 
availed himself of the constitutional privilege of nominating a number 
of his personal friends as Life Directors and Members ; of this num- 
ber the minister in question was one, by the addition of $120 to the 
previous subscription. Here, also, I think it proper to notice an asser- 
tion that one person, at least, has been very forward to use as an ar*> 
gument to prove the unprofitableness of the Baptists as " partners in 
the joint concern" of the A. B. S,, that is, that they have but few 
names on the lists of directors and members. Now, those lists are 
swelled to a great length w^th names which appear there, not always 
upon the credit of their own subscriptions, but of large donations or 
legacies of other individuals. One instance of which I have named^ 
and I could name others. Indeed, but few such donations have been: 
made by Paedobaptists without claiming the utmost privilege of that 
sort to which they were entitled ; while on the other hand, the Baptists,, 
who either did not understand the advanl^^^ ol ^xxOsv ^Sc^vci^^ ^\ N?«t^ 
entirely indifferent to them, gave their money Te^dSiy, y\>Jcvft^ .^^^k^% 
May other benefit by it thaw .that of bteaamj \5wa .^oxVl V>2i^'^^^^'^ 
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of God. I know of nearly $20,000 being contributed by Baptists in 
heavy sums, who, so far as I can learn, did not confer the privilege of 
directorship or membership upon a single person. And the church of 
which the minister just alluded to, is pastor,* has contributed to the 
funds of the society enough to constitute him and many others, life 
directors, if they had chosen to do so. — Therefore, although I have 
shown that the Baptists present a respectable number of names whom 
I recognise as enjoying the privilege spoken of, (and I presume there 
are many more whose names I never heard,) yet, had the liberal bene- 
factors to whom I have alluded, chosen to avail themselves of the con- 
stitutional right of nominating, the Baptist list of directors and mem- 
bers would have outnumbered those of any other denomination. 

But to return to my specifications. The Annual Reports of the A. 
B. S. give the Baptists credit for $18,000, instead of $17,000, in lega- 
cies from three persons ; and the board of Managers have known se- 
veral yeats past, that one of those legators, after bequeathing the So- 
ciety $10,000 (which has been paid them) constituted them a Resi- 
duary Legatee, and they know also that the residuum to which they 
are entitled, amounts, at this day, to but little, if any, short of $30,000, 
which is constantly increasing by compound interest. Here then, ac- 
cording to their own books, are acknowledgments, including the sum 
previously named, after deducting the second item — $2664,58 of 
$27,552,95, and a publicly known residuary balance in their favour of 
$30,000 more ; which together make $57,552,95. As I can show 
that the $2664,58 were given by Baptists, the sum most be $60,217,53. 
This, we might think something " like the amount" claimed by the Bap- 
lists to have been paid that society — certainly more than half. 

The remainder of the specifications, because they are more circum- 
stantial, may, to some persons, be less satisfactory. But I shall try to 
be reasonable. 

In several of the United States the Baptists predominate, or are 
very numerous, wealthy and liberal. Among these are the Southern 
states, and I am assured by the most unexceptionable authority, that 
one-third of the amount received by the A. B. S. through its aux- 
iliaries in those states, up to 1836, originated from Baptists. If this 
is a correct estimate of the proportion of funds derived from those 
sources, the Society's Annual Reports show that the amount must 
have been, during the eight years specified, $22,036,77. 

* S. H. Cone, Pastor of the Oliveivstreet Baptist Church, New-York, is the indivi- 
dual thus distinguished ; and the $120 were paid by Arthur Tappan, Esq. As the mild 
and candid correspondent of the Troy Morning Mail has thought proper to bring this 
subject before the public, we have deemed it due to truth and justice to state the fol- 
lowing facts. In 1830, a legacy of $7000, left by John Withington, a Deacon of Oliver- 
street church, was paid to the treasurer of the A. B. S. In 1833, a legacy of $300 
to the same society, was bequeated by Mrs. Abijah Marshall, a member of the same 
church. From 1830 to 1835 inclusive, the Oliver-street Female Bible Society, being a 
branch of the New-York Female Bible Society, auxiliary to the American Bible So- 
ciety, paid in like manner $786 72. This sum was of course credited to the New- York 
Female Bible Society, and Peedobaptists, at a distance, would never dream that the 
money had been given by Baptists. This is a single instance of Baptist co-operation 
with the A. B. S. in former years. How many similar cases exist, we have not the 
means of ascertaining ; but enough is certainly knovm to convince every unprejudiced 
Jnimi, that the single Baptist minister in question mi^x. W^e «u^o^ei \)b!&\iQTvQi<QS( c£ 
being a L. D, of the A. B. S. without the intervenxioTi o^ foxev^^aA.*, ^xA ificax^W 
^uado/iM about Baptists being ''unprofitable peitaera Va x)bft ^omx tatiwni;'' wc^ >^^ 
ragTMe and unfounded to be safely reiterated. . 
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But this estimate ma^^ not be received by all parties, and I therefore 
redtice it. In doing this, I present a fact that has come to my know- 
ledge for my guide, and it will furnish what, I suppose, will be admitted 
to be a fair standard of proportioning the receipts of the society. In 
the year 1836, the Baptists in Virginia seceded from the Bible Society 
of that state ; at which time that society returned to them one quarter of 
the funds on hand, admitting that they had contributed that proportion. 
Taking this admission of other denominations as our guide in ascer- 
taining the amount paid by Virginia Baptists during the last eight years 
of their co-operation with the A. B. S. and we find the sum to be 
08778,86, which, added to the total amounts previously stated, make 
$68,996,39. Allowing this to be 'the standard for the whole of the 
nine states south of the Potomac and Ohio rivers, the sum paid by 
Baptists during the same periods, will be found to be $16,640,18. Add 
to this the previously named $60,217,53, and the sum is $76,757,71. 

But the Southern sta^.es are by no means the only ones where Bap- 
tists predominate, or are very numerous. In some of the New-En- 
gland states ; generally in the Western states, and western part of New- 
York, they are equally so. Now, the amount received by the parent 
society from all its auxiliaries can bo easily ascertained ; and if any 
proportion can be fixed upon as the amount paid by that people, we 
can satisfactorily dispose of the question at issue. 

It has been asserted that of the denominations co-operating in the A. 
B. S. up to 1836, " the Baptists constituted a fourth, or at least a fifth 
part." Now, although the denominations united under the constitution 
exceeded that number, it is well known, that till that time, some of them 
contributed but little to its treasuiy. Among these, some of the most 
numerous might be mentioned. Still, I am willing, for the jsake of esta- 
blishing some proportion for the Baptists, that they should be allowed 
credit for only one-seventli part of the amount received by the Society ; 
which IS less than half of what is claimed for the southern states by seve- 
ral well-informed men among them, and only about half of what the Vir- 
ginia Bible Society allowed them in that state ; and we shall see, even 
then, that the whole claim is sustained. 

The Annual Reports of the A. B. S. show, that, during the period 
already mentioned, the receipts into their treasury from auxiliary and 
independent societies, congregational contributions and subscriptions 
for general and specific distribution, amounted to $320,206,31. One 
seventh of this sum is $45,743,76, which, added to that derived from 
directorships, memberships and legacies, $56,275, will aUow the Bap- 
tists the Credit of $102,018,76 ; for only eight years of their co-opera- 
tion with the Society. 

Here let it be remembered, that I have reduced the acknowledged 
proportion of the Baptists in certain sections of the country about one 
half ; I have allowed them but one-seventh of the contributions for Bar- 
man and other specific distributions, which emanated in all probability 
chiefly from them ; I have inoluded only such directorships, member- 
ships, and direct subscriptions, as I could recognise as belonging to 
them ; I have omitted contributions, &c., since the beginning of 18E^^ 
though they are considerable, merely becaws^ \ Yc^Wtt^^ Vi \^0b5«^ns^ 
to the orgaaizaiioa of the American, aud Totev^'^M^ ^otsss^v.^ \ "^^^J^ 
being destitute of the Reports for tho ^tat VwAn© •^^axa^\>K«'^^^^*****^ 
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a4arge amount thai, to a moral certainty, must have been contiibuted by 
theim. Besides -which, these are the investigations of but one individual, 
having but limited means of information. Were the measure n^cessa- 
Iry or desirable, and were there but six individuals, differently located in 
the United States, who would devote one week each in investigating 
this subject, I have no doubt that positive proof could easily be pro- 
duced of a much larger sum having been paid by Baptists than they 
ever claimed. 

( have seen it stated that the whole amount received by the society 
since its organization, is $1,600,000. If so, one-seventh would allow 
the Baptists more than $228,000 as their proportion, and were that 
proportion reduced again one-half, even then a fourteenth part would 
give them $114,000. The appropriations for their particular purposes 
were only about $27,000. 

After examining the subject somewhat attentively, my own opinion 
is that they have contributed to that society not far from $170,000. My 
sincere, and only, wish respecting it is, that both those who have given 
and those who have received it, may be blessed of God with that sal- 
vation which it was iaitended to promulgate. 

BENJAMIN M. HILL. 



TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 



Moneys received by William Colqat^, Treasurer of the " American and Foreign 
Bible Society y'* from April 27, 1838, to April 20, 1839. 



Balance of account - . 

Olive St. John, per L. W. Webster 

Baptist church, Reading, Pennsylvania 
per Rev. £.M. Barker 

Baptist church, Richmond city, Ohio, 
per W. H. Byron . • 

Bap. eh. Kirtland, Geauga co. per do 

St Lawrence county Bible Society, per 
W. E. Looke, Treasurer . 

Rev. Archibald Maclay, being balance 
of his collections at the South . 

BiUe Society of Meigs' Creek Associ- 
ation, per H. W. Graham, Treasurer 

John M. Taylor, Cincinnati, a Life 
Member, per W. H. Brisbane . 

B. T. D. Lawton, per do 

Rer. D. Williams, annual subscription 

Accomack Bible Society, Virginia per 
G. Warner 

Shaftsbury Centre Bible Society, Vir- 
ffinia, per N. H. Bottom 

Bible Society of First church, Shafts- 
bury, per Isaac Dyer, Treasurer 

Madison County Bible Society, per L 
BfcKerson, Treasurer 

A ftiend in the Great Valley Baptist 
church, Pennsylvania, per I. M.Allen 

Delaware and Foreign Bible Society, 
to make W. G. Jones a Life Member, 
per Rev. C. W. Dennison . 

Mrs. C. S. Stokes, per Rev. S. H. Cone 

Beiuamin Gibbs, Lawrence county, 
Ilunois, to make Daniel Gibbs a Lift 
Member, per Rev. J. M. Peck . 

/I. D. Fomworth, St Albans, per Rev 
L. Crawford . ' . 

A. P* Lacoste, Cheraw, on account of 
Rev. A. Maday's collections 

W. H. WbnrUokf Tuscumbia, on ae- 

couai of Rer, A. Maday's collections 

^ per 8. A A Lmw, Philadelpkia 

GrmarUle Bible 8oe*T, per J. Averill, 

^toaake Tmman Mmetm • Lift Mem. 

yinia^^ead Fonigu JUUe floeieuJ 

per J, aimer Treemrer 



19078 05 New-Hampshire and Foreign Bible 

3 00 Society,^ per John A. G«ul, Treasurer 

$30 of which to make Rev. D. D. 
10 00 Pratt a Life Member 

Alleghany and Cataraugus co. Bible 
21 00 Society, per N. McCall, Treasurer— 

4 00 Contributed by Rushford ch. to 

make Rev. A. Minor a L. M. $30 00 
80 00 Almond Church, to make Rev. 

V. Bemis a Life Member HO 00 

609 90 Hinsdale Church 12 12 

Female Working Society 5 00 

50 00 Friendship Church 10 00 

First Otto Fem. Benevolent Soe*7 9 48 

30 00 Farmersville do do 5 00 

5 00 Caroline Peet 1 QO 
3 00 Greenwood and Andoverchurches 3 75 

New-Hudson do 

31 00 Freedom Church 

Isaac Rowley of Freedom ch. 
25 00 T. N. Hoskins, Independence ch. 

Other brethren in do 

24 00 Collection at Anniversary 

T. M'Call & Son 
293 00 

Georgia Baptist Gen. Convention. Cfd. 
5 00 A. James, Treas. per W. H. Turpin 
Rey. Archibald Maclay on account of 
his collections in Virginia . 

32 00 Baptist Female Bible Society of Har- 
10 00 vard, Massachusetts, to make Rev. 

Moses Curtis a Life Member . 
Bible Society of Caukill, to make Ja- 
40 00 cob C. Hoagland a Life Member 

Westkill Bapt ch. Lexington. N. T. 
10 00 Joeeph Reynolds, Pbila. a Life Mem- 
ber, per I. M. Allen . 
333 33 Rev. John Smith, Delaware, O. a L.M. 
Amite County Bible Soc'y, Missiarippi 
\\ perl. lenVLvus^ Treasurer . . . 
454 50 l\ Oneida county NV«\c\v ^w^\«t 'fiStW 
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1 63 


200 


. 5 00 


200 


4 es 


275 



S00 80 



\\ 8ocvety«v«tB.«^.'¥.'BL<jiMtu , 
M 60 W 8\x moTiXJhir lnteT«ift. ouVmd «a^ x 
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1S6 48 

650 31 

40 00 



3S00 

33 00 
756 

30 00 
30 00 

300 00 
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Charlei Harrington, Gritfgfville, |11. 
Female Sevriny Society of Milesburg, 

Pennsylvania, per I. M. Allen 
Bible Society of Milesburir. Pa J. Miles 

Treasurer, per I. M. Allen 
Kev. R. F. Young, Ctiesnut Hill, Pens.' 

per I. M. Allen . * . . 
Otoego BMe Society, per P. Eaton, Tr 
Mrs. Levering, Baltimore, per A. 

Maclay $3 00 

Br. Toy, Norfolk, per A. Maclay 10 79 
Br. Hume, Portsmouth, do 
Three brethren at do do 

Dr. J. T. Temple, Chicago do 
Females at Ballston do 

Bible department, Saratoga do 
Individuals at Saratoga do 

Subscription at Schenectady do 
Proceeds ot Jewelry do 



17 
11 
50 

2 
111 

2 



00 
00 
00 
00 
31 
75 
8 25 
12 00 



Deduct previously paid in 



$227 06 
40 00 



Talladega Co. Bible Society, Alabama, 

per Charles 6. Sommers 
Grand River Bible Society, per G. 

Brown, Treasurer 
Baptist church at Cashee, North Caro- 
lina, per S. I. Wheeler 
Baptist church, Massillon, Ohio, per C. 

W.Sage 

Bennctuville Bible Society, per H. B. 

Thomas, Treasurer 
Robert King, annual subscription 
'Otsego Bible Society, per P. Eaton 
F. Waylaad, sen. per Archibald Maclay 
Joshua Fletcher, Saratoga do 

Mrs. Stewart do do 

Baptist Church, Milton do 

Chenango Association Bible Society, 

per R. Main, Treasurer 
Samptown Baptist church, per P. Bro 

kaw. Treasurer .... 
Bible Society of Broadalbau, Upper 

Canada,per W. Frasier . 
J. D. Rawlings, Illinois . 
Wayne Co. Bible So. pr R.C. Jackson 
Monongahela Association Bible Socie 

ty, per A Shallcnbeyer 
Geauga Bap. Associa'n pr W. H Byron 
Jefferson Bible Society, A. Shelden, 

Treasurer, per Rev. J- Smitzer 
Black River Bible Society, N. Van Nest 

Treasurer, per do . . 
Walter Reed, Oswego, per do 
Newbury Baptist Bible Society, S. C 

per I. S Car wile. Treasurer 
Baptise church at Stillwater, Saratoga 

county, per Archibald Maclay, . 
Munroe Association, New- York, per 

O. Sage, Treasurer . 
Stephentown Association, per G. W. 

Glass, Treasurer . . 
Virginia and Foreign Baptist Bible So- 
ciety, per J. Sieer, Treasurer . 
Eufus C. Eaton, Springville, N. Y. 
Chautauque County Bible Soc'y, per J. 

Moore, Treasurer . . 
Courtland Association Bible Society, 

per J. Osborn, Treasurer . 
Uniou Association of Churchea io New 

York and Conn, per J.G. Collom, Tr. 
Mrs. Ann Fuller, per Spencer H. Cone 
Mrs. Sarah Sadgeoury do 

Elizabeth Atkins do 

Iiawrence Hann do 

Rutland County Bible Society, pr S. 

Griggs, TreasOrer 
Nathaniel Post, Herkimer county 
HMiaden Co. Bible Society prS. Root, 

T^eesarer 



$5 80 

SO 00 

7 74 

340 
102 00 



French Creek Asso. Bible See. per 1. 8. 

Caoneld, Sec ai^d Treasurer 
Portage Association Akron, Ohio, per 

Rev. S. Austin 
St Lawrence Co. ^ble Society per E. 

Villas, Treasurer 
Stanton-street Bible Society, N. York, 

per David Ludlsm, Treasurer 
Bridgewater Associa., pr M. 8. Wilton, 

Treasurer . 
Bradford do do 

Abington Bapt. Asso. Bible Soc. per 

Rufus Grinnell, Treasurer 
Franklin BapL Association, per M 

Jackson, Treasurer 
Protracted Meeting in Utica, per 

Bonnet St Bright : 
I. Vauuers, Vernon Centre, $ 50 
Mrs. Hannah Kenyon, BoonviUe 10 00 
Titus Post, Marshall, 4 00 

Individuals in Bapt Ch. Floyd 6 85 
First Bapt. Ch. Brookfield 35 00 

Jewelry 



187 06 
SO 00 
70 83 

15 00 

16 00 

150 00 

3 00 

150 00 

20 00 

21 00 

1 00 
15 75 

120 00 

45 50 

32 00 
10 00 

46 13 

100 00 
9 06 

50 82 

15 00 
5 00 

50 00 

2 50 
497 00 

22 00 

3000 00 
30 00 

170 00 

35 00 

Bapt. Convention, Geo. per Col. Ab- 

7 75 salom Janes, Tr. 

30 00 Esekiel Archer, Newark, 

30 00 Berkshire Co. Bible Soc per Austin 

3 00 Hayden, Treasurer 
1 00 Bapt ch. Shouldera' Hill, Nansemond 

Co. Virginia, per Rev. A. Maclay 
180 00 Illinois Bap. Conven. pr J. BL Pock^Tt . 
30 00 Jasou CoTumg , pet 'VLr. CvcVat 

\l Rev. A, l&acVa^ « Itqiu CvncVoMS^ 
IQI 00 " Int. o« Boud tAd'VkAtXsiML^ . 



Savannah Ri^r Baptist Aseoeiation, 
per A.G. Lawton, Treasurer,,throttgh 
H. Lincoln • . '. 5 50 

R. Island Bapt. State Convention, 

per V. I. Bates, Treasurer. 14 00 
H. W- Cogswell, Taunton, per 

Rev. H. Clark . . . 4 87 
Julia Ann Clark, of do. per W. A. 

Ticknor . . . 1 00 

Collected in two donations, per 

Rev. A. Webb . «7 19 

D«a. Isaac Woodbdry . . 1 00 
Miss M. Hemenway • . . 1 00 
Rev. E. Andrews, Snnderlaad 50 

Jesse Whitner do . . 1 00 

Vincent Bibl6 Society, Pa. . 19 00 
Windsor do do . . 5 78 

baptist church and society in Fe- 
deral-street, Boston . . 125 91 

Rocky River Aisociation Bible llociety 

per H. Halger, Treaanrer . 
Vermont Bibfo Soc P. Skinner, Treaa. 

per E. Hutchinson 
Bitptist chttrch and society, Brist'd, 

Conn, per W. Smith, Jun. . 
By Rev. A. Maclay, Rochester, per 

Bro, Sage ..... 
Steuben Baptist Association, per Abuer 

Webb 

Oneida Co. Bible Soc pr U. Hobby, Tr 
2d Baptist church, Newport, at the 

Warren Asso. per A. Maclay, 49 16 
J. W. Allen, N. Kingston, do. 3 00 
2d Bapt ch. Providence, do. 11 73 
Ladies of 1st Bap. ch. Bopton, do.lOd 00 
1st Bap. ch. Hartford, Ct do. 43 39 
Bapt ch. Suffield, do. do. 24 54 
DaaielBestor, do. do. do. 10 00 
T. L Bestor, do. do. do. Sf 00 
H.Kendall, do. do. do. 2 00 
J.S. Shailer, do. do. do. 3 00 
Mrs. E. Kendall, do. do. 1 00 
Eider Meech, ann. sub. do. 5 00 

F. King, Suffield, Conn, dc 3 00 
New-Haven Asso. MiddleCon,dc 20 38 



190 90 


S07 00 


99 00 


60 00 


35 00 
10 00 


88 05 


27 78 



55 79 



900 68 
6100 

194 98 
45 79 

495 00 

74 31 
419 89 



386 10 

96S99 
20 00 

89 94 

86 00 
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Le Grange BapL Ch. Londn Co. 

Ohiis per Spencer If. Coae 30 00 
Le Gnnge Fern. Ben£oc pr do 83 39 



Francis R. Potta, Phil*, per I. M. Allen 
Weiffh Neck Amo. Cheraw, (). C. per 

Jno. F. Wilton .... 
Olhrer-atreet Bapt. Female Bible Soc 

per Min Emma Garniss, Tr, . 
North Carolina State Bible Soc. Aux. 

per Alfred Porkery, Treasurer . 
Carmel Female Miva. Soc Putnam Co. 

Ne^r-York, per Wm. Clawson . 
Salem Aaeo. at NasbTiUe, Tenn. per 

idbn Wiseman . . . 

Centre Aasa Penn. per Joaeph Milea 
Mrs. Deborah Ward, PheniXYille, Pa. 

per D. A. Nichols 
Two Individuals in PhiladeliUiia, per 

Rev. R. Babcock, Jun. 
George Bryant, New- York City . 
Holland Purchase Miss. Soc B. H. 

C<dgrove, Treasurer . 
Stamford Bible Society, for Books 
Cash 'Sales of New I'estamentat the 

Depository, No. 6 Dutch-street 
A Gentleman of Mount Holly, per 

Rev. Samuel Cornelius 
Illinois Baptist Convention, per J. M. 

Peck, Treasurer 
Bowling Green Bible Society, per J. 

E. Tyler, Louisville . 

Rev. A. Maclay, Louisville, per do 
Youth's Bunnan Bible Society, New 

York, per Geo. L. Newton, Trees. 
Bible Society of the Ist Baptist church, 

New-York, per Wm. Durbrow, Tr. 
Laurens-st Bible Soc per Luke Barker 
Oliver-street Female Bapt. Bible Soc 

per Emma Gamiss, Treasurer, . 
Washington Union Asso. from South 

Hartford Baptist church, per H. F. 

Baldwin 

Virginia and Foreign Bapt. Bible Soc 

per James Sizer, Trees. . 
Oxford Bapt. Asso. Hebron, Me. per 

Rev. John Trippe 
Oneida County Bible Society, per 

Uriah Hobby, Treasurer . . 
Youth's Burman Bible Society, N. Y. 

i>er S. H. Cone, for Books . 
Vf. M. Henry, New-Brunswick, pr do 
A friend In Oliver-street Church, pr do 
Cash sales of New Testament, at the 

Depositpry, No 6 Dutch-st. for Jan. 
Rev. Wm. H. Murch, Presideal of 

Stepney College, London, per Rev. 

C. u. Sommers, 10 Sovereigns . 
Rev. A. Maclay, New Orleans 
N. Y. Young Men's City Bible Soc. for 

books, S. Raynor, Tr. 
A Friend in Oliver-street church, . 
Aimwell Sewing Soc of 1st Baptist 

Church, Washington, per S. H. Cone 
Bethel Bap. Bible Soc per J. E. Tyler 
Edgefield Bapt. Bible Society, Charles- 
ton, S. C. for Books, per Wm. B. 

Johnson, senior President . 
Bath Bapt. Female Bible Society, Bath. 

Me per Mrs. Mary Stearns, Tr. 
Cash sales of New Testament this 

month, at the repository. No. 6 

Dutch-street «... 
Little Rock, Arkansas, Bible Society, 
Mary C. GriAn, Perry Co. Alabama 
Julia A. Barron of do do 

Bible Society of Society Hill, 

Cheraw, S.C., T. P. Lkle, Sec 

ihroufb J. r. WUmo, by J. 



$53 32 
30 00 

345 51 

400 00 

115 10 

35 00 

65 00 

36 62 

500 

160 00 
500 

300 00 
13 00 

13 30 

100 00 

II 00 

100 00 
465 00 

60 00 



200 
30 



00 
00 



60.00 



30 00 

1200 00 

24 00 

186 92 

20 25 
5 00 
2 00 

26 98 



48 50 
520 00 

37 50 
10 00 



30 
138 



00 
00 



47 15 
20 00 



1 95 

10 00 

150 00 

150 00 



1 127 50 \\ 



Bible Society for Albany eoonty and 
vicinity, per Wm. SenJdai, Tr. viz. 
1st Baptist Church, Albany, per 

Wm. Sottlden 10 00 

Martha K.Pohlman . 90 OP 

Elizabeth Brooks 1 00 

Isaac Courtney 50 

Bern and Knox church, viz. 
By the Church cdlections 16 31 

Harriet Clark, of Burn ville 100 

Dr. Adam Clark 10 00 

Rnnsselaerville and Bern Chttrch« 

viz. by Church Collecticms 17 44 
Westerloo First Baptist Church II 35 
Schenectady Churcn, viz. 
Julius Bowles 1.00 

Collections 2 69 

N.Brunswick Bib. Bo.pr.A.FJEtand<riph 
Ist Bap. ch. N. Y. per W. Duibrow, Tr 
Cash Sales of Books • 

G. W., Russelville, Kentucky 
A. F. Long do do , . 

Rensselaer counts Bible Society, per 

£. Ostrander, Treasurer • 
Mrs. Stillson Prall, Carver, Maas. per 

H. Lincoln . ... 

Bap. Ch. and Soc. of Charlestown, do 
Rev. George W. Keely, BaverhJU, do 
Baptist State Convention, S. C. do 
Moriah Association, S. Carolina, do 
Worcester Bapt. Association, Mass. do 
Miss Mary H. Quinsey, Washington, 

District Columbia, per do 
Sunday School Box, do 
Ontario county Association Bible So- 
ciety, per Tiiomas Ottley, Treasurer 
William R. Seagrave, Sidem, New- 
Jersey, per L M. Allen 
Baptist ch. Phenixville, per do 
Young Men's City Bible s^ocieiy, per 

Samuel Raynor, Treasurer 
Bowling Green Bible SocieQr, per 

Richard Curd, Treasurer 
Otsego Bible Society, pr T. Eaton, Tr. 
Alvin Bennett, SouUi Wilbraham 
Trumansburg Baptist Church 
Catlin Church .... 
Painted Post Church . . . 
Mary P. FolweU, of Romulus church 
Peach Orchard Church 
Aaron Hauley, Hector church . 
Deacon L. Porter, Covert Church 
Worcester Baptist Association Bible 

Society, per Asa Butler, Treasurer 
New-Hampshire Foreign Bible Soc'y, 

per John A. Gault, Treasurer 
Mrs. G. Smith . . . 
Reed Peck . . 
Nathan Peck .... 
Campbell R. Peck 
Abijah Peck 
Cayuga Bible Soc'y, pr Alfred Benn«t 
A Sister in Oliver-st. ch. N. Y. $20 00 
Mrs. Hetty At well do 10 00 

Wm. WUIiams, per S. H. Cone 30 00 

Courtland County Asso. Bible Society, 
per C. P. Jacobs, Treasurer, part of 
which for Bibles and Testaments 

Interest on Mortgage, per S. B. Munn 
December 3, 1838 . ? 

Bible Society of the North Bap. church 
in N. Y. pr I. H. Townsend, Trees. 

Franklin 'Association Bible Society, 
per Medad Jackson, Treasurer 

Bible Society of the South Baptiat 
Church, per William Tracy, Treaa. 

Stephen R. Thorn, per 8. H. Cone 



TtM\ 



9n» 

75 00 
'8SO0O 

86 0$ 
500 
500 

348 00 

SO 
75 00 
880 
34 70 
41 18 
38 87 

300 
350 

16100 

100 
10 06 

300 00 

40 00 

411 00 

30 00 

3100 

500 

886 

100 

700 

1 00 

100 

iiaoo 

300 00 
30 011 
30 00 
30 00 
90 60 
10 00 

181 » 



60 00 

850 00 
50 64 
4000 

131 77 

143 00 
30 00 



Vsesam 
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Mofuys received since the 

Toong Men's City Bible Society, S 

Ruynor, Treasurer, for books . 
Chas. Higby» uf West Turin, county 

of Louis, per Daniel Hasicall . . 
Sussex Association, New-Jersey, per 

J. C. Murphy . . * . 
Connecticut Baptist Bible Society, 

Joseph B. Gilbert, Treasurer, through 

Mr. Caufield .... 
Talladega County Bible Society, per 

Samuel G. Darden, Cor. Secretary 
Rev. A. Maclay, New-Orleans 
Oneida Bible Society, Jas. Francis, Tr 
Bible Society of Newport and vicinity, 

por Jeremiah Kelly, Cor. Secretary 
Madison Bible Society, James Nicker 



Tretuturer^s account wa$ auiiUd. 



son, Treasurer 
Grnovillc Bible Society, per G. SI. 

Barker, Treasurer 
Courtland County Auo. Bible Society. 

per Simon Kirkpatrlck 
Abraham Everett, Massachusetts, per 

C. O. Kimball .... 
Church at Salem, N. J. per S. Smith 
Bethesda Church. Chester co. Pa. per 

Rev. J. S. Jenkins 
Lower Providence Church, do per do 
Sixteenth -street Baptist Church, N. Y. 

per Samuel Smith, Secretary 
Bible Soc of 1st Baptist ch. Piscata- 

way, N. J, per Rev. G. S. Webb 
Samuel Brooks, We<it Boylston, Mass. 
Cedarville Female Bible Society, N. J. 

per Mrs. E. P. Fendall, Cor. See'y 
Rev. C Bartolett, Flemington, N. J. 
Baltimore Baptist Bible Society, per 

Wm. R. Mayberry, Treasurer 
Church and Congregation of Lower 

Dublin, Pa. per Enoch Wright . 
Milesburg Church Bible Society, Penn- 
sylvania, per Joseph Miles, Treas 
Burlington Bible Society, New-Jersey, 

per David Oliver, Treasurer 
Female Baptist Bible Society, Lower 

Dublin, per Rev. John P. Walter 
Famale Bible Society of the Baptist 

Church at Pembertou, pr J. Gaskill 
Baptist Church at Morristown, New 

Jersey, per Rev. William Sym 
Airs. F. £. Aikmau, Burlington, N. J. 



$195 00 

aooo 

18 00 



753 00 



95 

1225 

109 



00 
00 

18 



60 00 



195 00 
51 00 
156 25 



3 
24 

6 
20 



00 
75 

50 
76 



30 00 



78 
5 

7 
8 



42 
00 

08 
25 



100 00 
25 00 
12 00 
69 55 
30 00 
3150 



10 
30 



00 
00 



Accomac Bible Sooicty.i Mr. Sfevage, 
Treasurer, per Rev. Joeeph Walker, 
Virginia ..... 

Delaware and Foreign Bible Society, 
per Wm. G. Jones, Treasurer . 

Blockley Bible Society^ Pennsylvania, 
per A. I. Van Tuyl, Treasurer . 

Baptist Church, Chesnut Hill, per 
Rev. William Shadrack . 

Female Bible Society of 1st Chureh, 
Newark, Mrs. Charlotte Vanderpool, 
Treasurer, per Rev. William Sym . 

Baptist church, Stateo Island, per Rev. 
Saraael White .... 

Woodstown Female Bible Soc. N. J. 

Pittsburgh Bible Sociefy, Win. Lip- 
pincott, Treasurer, per S. Williams 

Miss G. Tappan, Poughkeepsie, per 
Rev. Thomas W9ks 

Philadelphia City and County Bible 
Society, Joseph Taylor, Treasurer, 
per George Swope . . » 

Joseph llarnhurst, Philadelphia . 

Mrs. Priscilla Barnhurst, do 

Wwhington Bible Society, Samuel 
Grubb, Treas. per S. Chapin, D. C. 

John L. Smith, Philadelphia 

Mrs. Hiles do 

Miss Francis Smith do 

Mrs. Hannah B. Rawlings do 

Thomas Rawlings do 

Alleghany town Bible Society connect- 
ed with Ist Baptist churoh 

A fViend 

Black Riv-er Home Missionary Society, 
per D. W. Rickerson 

Brown and Tiogar Bible Society, per 
Asa Wootverton 

Rev. James Paiterson, Germantown, 
per J. C. Marphy 

A. Cobb, per Dr. Barker 

Female Burman Bible Soc. of Spruce- 
street, Phila per Rev. S. H. Cone 

Mrs. Abigail Hunt, Sharon, Ct. per do 

Baptist «hurch at Washington, Pena. 
per Daniel Moore, Esq. . 

Michigan Baptist Convention, per W. 
A.Crocker 



130 7S 

20 00 

30 Ot 

769 



60 00 

6 OO 
30 00 

90 oe 

5 00 



85 
5 
5 



15 

00 
00 



80 00 



1 
1 

5 
3 



00 
00 
50 
00 
00 



90 00 
50 

30 00 

218 00 

30 00 
2 50 

80 00 
5 00 

52 50 

SOO 00 



1$4553 83 



SOCIETIES AUXILIARY 



TO THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETT 



Oliver-Street Female Bible Society, . . . 

Upper Freehold Bible Society, . . 

Valley Falls Bible Society, R. I. 

Raisin River Bible Society, Michigan, .... 

Connecticut State Bible Society, . . , . 

Bible Society of the Baptist Church, Hamilton, 

Louisville Bible Society, Kentucky, 

Stamford Bible Society, Connecticut, .... 

Stanton-street Bible Society, New- York City, 

Laurens-street Bible Society, do. . . ' . 

Bible Society of the Eastern Shore, Virginia, 

Orleans County Bible Society, ..... 

Bible Society of the Madison Baptist Association, 

Half Moon Bible Society, 

Annsville Bible Society, 

Westchester County Bible Society, .... 
Bible Society of the Bridgev^ater AssociatI(», 

do do Pearl-street Baptist Churoh, Albwi^, 



Recognised, May 18, 1836 

Aug. 3 
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do 

do 
Sept. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Oct. i 

do 

do 

do 
Nov. S 

^^ 
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Bible Society of the Grand River Associatioii, . . . Recognised Nov. 2 

Otsego Bible Society, . . " do 

Hudson Bible Society, . . . . . . . . " Dec. 7 

Lexington Bible Society, Kentucky, " Jan. 4, 1837 

Bible Society of the South Baptist Church, New-York City, . " do 

Cedarville Female Bible Society, ** do 

Wayne County Bible Society, " Feb. 1 

Ontario Association Bible Society, ** do 

Bible Society of the Saratc^ Association, ....** do 

Cattskill Bible Society, . . " do 

Troy Baptbt Bible Society ......." do 

Worcester Association Bible Society, " do 

Alabama Be^tist Bible Society, . . . . . . . " do 

Rensselaer County Bible Society, " March 1 

Bible Society of the Seneca Baptist Association, . . . . " do 

St. Lawrence County Bible Society, " do 

Northern Baptist Association Bible Society, . . . • " do 

Ashtabula County Bible Society, Grand River Association, . *' do 

Courtland Association Bible Societv, '' do 

Cayuga County Bible Society, . k . . . . " do 

Bible Society of the North Baptist Church, ....** do 

Elizabethtown Bible Society, ** do 

Union Bible Society of the Beaufort District, . . . . . ** do 

Livonia Bible Society, *^ Apr. 5 

Chenango do ** do 

York Bible Society, " do 

AUeghanytown apd Pittsburgh Union Bible Society, Pennsylvania . " do 

Bible Society of the North Beriah Church and Cong. New- York City, " do 

Female Bible Society do do . . . * . " do 

Bible Society of Burnt Hills, New-York, " do 

Bible Society of the 2d Baptist Church, Middletown, New-Jersey ** do 

Beech Wood Bible Society, Pennsylvania, ^* -do 

Bible Society of the Baptist Church Morristown, New-Jersey, . ** do 

Elim Bible Society, Somh Carolina, " do 

Passumsic Bible Society, '' do 

Bowling Green Bible Soc'iety, Kentucky, ** do 

Bible Society of Hamilton Institution, ** do 

Oneida Welsh Baptist Bible Society, ** Apr. 22 

Delaware and Foreign do '* do 

Bible Society of the Otsego Association, ....." do 

Shaftsbury Centre Bible Society, " do 

Baptist Youth's Burman Bible Society, Oliver-street, New- York City, " do 

Bible Society of the Ist Baptist Ch. and Cong. Macedon, New- York, ** do 

Bible Society of the Baptist Ch. and Cong. Whitesboro', New-York, " do 

Athens Bible Society, New-York, ^ " do 

Massillon Bible Society, Ohio, " May S 

Jefferson Bible Society, . ** do 

Onondaga Bible Society, " do 

Bethel Bible Society, Kentucky, " do 

Bible Society of North Adams, Massachusetts, . . . . " do 

Great Valley Bible Society, Pennsylvania, . . . . " do 

Bible Society of the Baptist Church, Dexter, Michigan, . . " June 7 

Noise Creek Bible Society, " July 5 

Monongahela Association Bible Society, " do 

Baptist Female Bible Association, Philadelphia, ..." do 

Albany County Bible Society, " do 

Virginia and Foreign Baptist Bible Society, . . . . " do 

Edwardsville Baptist Association Bible Society, Illinois, . . " Aug. 2 

Green River Baptist Society, Kentucky, . . . . " Sept. 6 

Shaftsbury Association Bible Society, " Oct. 4 

Philadelphia City and County Bible Society. . . . . " do 

Bible Society of the First Baptist Church, New-Yock, . " Nov. 1 

Berkshire County Bible Society, MassachvseUs, . . " do 

Baltimore Baptist Bible Society, ** ^ 

Fnnldin County Association Bible Society, . . . . " ^ 



6T 



Centre Baptist Association Bible Society, Pennsylvania, 

Society Hill Bible Society, South Carolina, 

Hampden County Bible Society, MassachusetU, 

Vermont State Bible Society, 

New-Hampshire and* Foreign Bible Society, 

Holland Purchase Yearly Meeting Bible Society, 

Columbia County Bible Society, New*York, 

Broome and Tioga Bible Society, New-York, 

Natchez and Adams County Bible Society, 

Bible Society of Piscataway, New-Jersey, 

Accomack Bible Society, Virginia^ , . . . 

Connelsville Bible Society, Pennsylvania, 

Columbia Bible Society, South Carolina, 

Bible Society of the Sixteenth Baptist Church, New-York, 

Washington Bible Society, District Columbia, . 

Green River Bible Society, Muhlenburgh, Kentucky, 

The Young Men's New-York City Bible Society, ... 

Talladega County Bible Society, Alabama, " 

Bible Society of Amite County, Mi. 

Little Rock Bible Society, Arkansas, 

Bible Society of Newport ajid vicinity, ** 



Recognised Nov. 1 
Dec. 6 
Jan. 3, 1838 
do 
do 
do 
March 7 
May 2 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Aug, 1 
do 

Oct. 3 
Mar. 6, 1839 
Apr. 20 
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MINISTERS DIRECTORS FOR LIFE, 

BT A CONTKIBUTIOIf 07 ONB HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Allen, Ira M., New*York eity 
Allen, L. W., Virginia 
Benedict, Creorge, New- York city 
Bernard, David, Norristown, Pa. 
Buck, W. C, Louisville, Kentucky 
Barker, Luke, New- York city 
Bennett, Alfired, Homer, New-York 
Bolles, Lucius, D. D., Boston 
Baker, J. S., M. D., Norfolk, Virginia 
Brisbane, W. H. , Cincinnati 
Burrows, Roswell, Connecticut 
Broaddus, Andrew, Va. 
Bcd>cock, Rufiis, jr. Philadelphia 
Cone, Spencer H., New-York city 
*Covell, A. L., Albany, New-York 
Cushman, R. W., Philadelphia 
Cook, J. B., Cincinnati 
Cook, Benajah, Connecticut 
Chaplin, Jeremiah, D. D„ do. 
Culpepper, John, jr., S. C. 
Chapin, Stephen, D. D., Washington 
Dunbar, Duncan, New- York city 
Dagg, John L., Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Drake, Simeon I., Rahway 
Dyer, John, London, Grreat Britain 
Dodge, Daniel, Philadelphia 
Denison, Wm., Connecticut 
Fuller, Richard, Beaufort, S. C. 
Oillett, A. D., Philadelphia 
Grenell, Z., N. Y. city 
Howard, Leland, Newport 
Howell, R. B. C, Nashville, Ten. 
Hill, Benj. M., Troy 
Haswell, James M., Burmah 
Hume, Thomas, Portsmouth, Va. 
Heafyf John, Balthnoie 



Hard, , Augusta, Greo. 

Jackson, Henry, New Bedford 
Judson, A., Virginia 
Kennard, J. H., Philadelphia 
Kendrick, Nath. D. D., Hamilton 
Knapp, Henry R., Connecticut 
Keach, Israel, Hoosack 
Knapp, Henry K., Connecticut 
Lynde, S. W., Cincinnati 
Lumpkin, Jack, Antioch, Greo. 
Mason, Thomas, South Carolina 
Miller, Wm. G., New-York city 
Malcom, Howard, Boston 
Meach, Levi, Connecticut 
Neal, R. H., Boston 
Purrinton, Thos., Trenton, New- York 
Parkinson, William, New-York city 
Pendleton, Jas. M., Kentucky 
Reynolds, J. L., Columbia^ S. Carolina 
Sonmiers, Charles Q., New-York 
Sage, O. P., Massillon, Ohio 
Stow, Baron, Boston 
Sanders, B. M., Georgia 
Steward, Ira R., Connecticut 
Smith, Howell 
Southwood, Wm., Virginia 
Tumbuli, Robert, Hartford, Ct. 
Taggart, W., Josmh, Courdand county 
*Vauglm, Ashley, Washington, Miss 
Welch, Barth. T., Albany, New-York 
Webster, Lnman W., Armenia, Dutches* 

county, New-York 
Woolsey, J. J.,We8t Philadelphia 
Wame, Jos. A., Philadelphia 
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OTHER DIRECTORS FOR LIFE, 

BY 4 CONTRIBUTION OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Adams, WiUiam, Albany, New-York 

Bleecker, Grarrat N., New-York city 

Boardman, W. G., Albany, New- York 

Burk, T. A. do 

Colgate, William, New-York city 

Colgate, Bowles, do 

Colgate, Greorge, do 

Colgate, John, do 

Cone, Edw. W., do 

Clapp, R., Albany, New-York 

Crane, William, Baltimore 

Colgrove, Doct. Bela H., 

Davies, Luke, New- York city 

Demarest, Samuel C, Boston 

Devan, T., M. D., New-York 

Fitch, William, do 

Fletcher, Joseph, London, Great Britain 

Fripp, Willian^, Beaufort, South Carolina 

Francis, Robei-t, Esq., Connecticut 

Humphrey, Friend, Albany, New-York 

Harris, Ira, Albany, , do 



I Jacobs, Charles P., Paterson, N. Jersey 
LaCoste, Augustus, P., Cheraw, S. C. 
Lockett, Jas., Clinton, Georgia 
Munn, Stephen B., New-York city 
Munn, Stephen B., jr. do 

Munn, Wm. Henry, do 

Noble, L. P., Albany, New-York 
Pegg, Roger, New-York city 
Purser, Thomas, do 
Perry, Eli, Albany, New-York 
Prothero, Ezekiel D. Edgefield, S. C, 
Ring, Zebedee, New- York city 
Smith, Edward, do 

Sheldon, Gaylor, Albany, N. Y. 
Stocks, Thos. Greensboro*, Georgia 
Treat, H. H. Albany, N. York 
Tracy, Wm., South Bap. ch. N. Y. 
Turpin, W. H. Augusta, Georgia 
Withers, John, Alexandria, D. C. 
Withington, Elijah, New-York city 
Walker, Charles, Burlington Flats, N. Y. 



FEMALE DIRECTORS FOR LIFE, 
Barron, Julia A., Perry county, Alabama | GriflBn, Mary C, Perrj* count}*, Alabama 

FEMALE MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 

BY A CONTRIBUTION OP THIRTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Anthony, Nancy, Washington, Georgia 
Allen, Eliza C, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Aikman, Mrs. F, E., Burlington, N. J. 
Atwell, Hetty 

Barker, Mrs. Luke, New-York city 
Bishop, Mrs. do 

Bleecker, Mrs. G. N., do 
Bennett, Stella K., Burmah 
Butler, Frances, Washington, Georgia 
Benedict, Mrs. George, N. Y. 
Beach, Tempa F., Newport, R. I. 
Cobb, Mrs. Sarah R., Athens, Gfa. 
Cone, Mrs. Sally Wallace, New-York 
Clark, Mrs. E., New-York 
Davis, Mrs. Geo. Mobile, Alabama 
Dagg, Mrs. Mary, of Tuscaloosa 
Fuller, Mrs. Ann, New-York 
Gardner, Miss Ann P., Burmah 
Gregory, Mrs. Keziah, New-York 
Griswold, Miss S. A. do 

HUl, Harriet D., Troy, N. Y. 
Haswell, Jano M., Burmah 
Jackson, Mrs. Martha J., Athens, Cra. 
Judson, Mrs. Sarah B., Burmah 
Ludlow, Ann Stewart, New- York 



Ludlow, Ann Jane, New-York 
Mcintosh, Mrs. E. C, Albany, N. Y. 
Mcintosh, Mrs. W. S., Albany, do. 
Moore, Elizabeth, Hartford, Connecticut 
Melledge, Ann, Augusta, Georgia 
Miles, Mrs. Susan, Milcsburg, Pa. 
Perkins, Mrs. Deborah, Hamilton, N. Y. 
Pierce, Mrs. Asenath, do 

Purser, Mary, New-York city 
Post, Nancy, Herkimer county 
Pohlman, Mrs. Martha K., Albany 
Reed, Mre. Ann Laura, Washington 
Reynolds, Mrs. Hannah, Granville 
Seymour, Mrs. Catharine, N. Y. 
Skelding, Mrs. R., South Bp. ch. 
Smith, Susannah, Norway 
Sadgebury, Mrs. Sarah, New-York 
Tracy, Mrs. M., South Bp. ch. N. Y. 
Wade, Mrs. Deborah, Burmah 
Warner, Mrs. Eliza, Troy, New-York 
Waterman, Mary B. A., Burlington 
Williams. Elizabeth, Society Hill, S. C. 
Wells, Rachel, Connecticut 
Wilson, Mrs. Harriet, New-Jersey 



do 



MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 

BY A CONTRIBUTION OF THIRTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Anderson, I. S., South Bp. ch. N. Y. 
Arthur, William, Perry, N. Y. 
Anderson, R. T., Kentucky 
Aaron, Samuel, Burlington, N. J. 
AUen, George, do 

BoUea, LuciuB, D. D., Boston 
Buidle, WUliam, New- York city 
Bmbcock,jr, Auftis, D. D., Philadelpbia \Btowii, 0\»iaa»!kiB.,V^%»W|^xxtsvx?j 



' Brouner, J. H., New-York city 
Blain, John, Syracuse, New- York 
Banvard, Joseph, South Bap. ch. N. Y. 
Brown, Amasa, do 

Benedict, David, Pawtucket, R. I. 
Baxto\etle, CVv-axlea, Flemington, N. J. 



\ 
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Binden, A., Philadelphia 
Baldwin, H. F., Hartford, N. Y. 
Burch, Luman, Pine Plains, N. Y. 
Beebee, T. B., Livonia, N. Y. 
Blo3s, Samuel, Annsvillo 
Backus, S., Groton 

Bishop, John F., Madison county, N. Y. 
Bennett, Ira, York, Livingston co. N. Y. 
Bennett, Cephas, Burmah 
Bacon, Joel S., Lynn, Mass. 
Baldwin, Henry F., Hartford, N. Y. ' 
Baker, Samuel, Cape GHrardeau, Mo. 
Boozer, John, Burlington, N. J. 
Baker, J. H., Connecticut 
Barker, E. M., Hohnesburg", Pa. 
Bythewood, Daniel, Beaufort, S. JC. 
Bemis, Varanes, Almond, New-York 
Beiitley, William, Connecticut 
Bolles, A., do 

Bowen, Wm. do 

Bennet, D. do 

Belcher, J. London, South Bap. ch. N.Y. 
Bridges, I. F., Hamden county 
Beman, Julius, Loraine county, Ohio 
Brown, Wm,, Newport, R. I. 
Brown, Chas. Norway, Rhode Island 
Beach, Augustus, Openheim, R. I. 
Bennett, Alvin, South Wilbraham 
Baker, I. H. Connecticut 
Bryant, Robert, Grranville 
Burbank, Daniel E., N. Y. 
Chase, Irah, Newton Centre, Mass.' 
Comstock, G. S., Missionary, Arracaft 
Colver, Nathanl., Boston 
Clarke, Richard, Madison, N. Y. 
Collom, J. G. Danbury, Connecticut 
*Crawford, Luther, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Challiss, James M., Bustleton, Pa. 
CuUer, David, Berlin, N. Y. 
Clark, J., Le Roy, N. Y. 
Culpepper, John, Cedar Creek, N. C. 
Carpenter, C. G., Ithaca, N. Y. 
Case, A. Malone, New- York 
Conant, Thos. J., Hamilton, N. Y. 
Chapin, Asa, Buffalo 
Cameron, Jas. D., Sault de St. Marie 
Capron, B. W., Marcellus, New- York 
*Cu8hman, Elisha, Hartford, Ct, 
Corwin, Danl., Westerloo 
Clark, Miner G., Connecticut 
Campbell, J. H., Clinton, Greorgia 
Cuningham, Henry, Savannah 
Curtis, Moses, Harvard, Mass. 
Comstock, O. C, Detroit 
Cornelius, Samuel, Mount Holly, N. J. 
Dean, William, Missionary, Siam 
Dye, Enoch P., Providence 
Dodge, Orrin, Sand Lake, N. York 
Denison, Charles W., Delaware 
Dana, Alfred, New-York city 
Darrow, Allen, Marietta, Ohio 
Dye, W. G., Granville 
Dudley, J. H., Sennett, N. Y. 
Dix, Levin, Virginia 
Dodge, O. A,, Lexingwn, Mass. 



}Dyc, Walter, G., Courtland, N. Y. 
Deland, Charles, Seneca, N. Y. 
Dale, John, Simpsonville, Ky. 
Denison, E., Connecticut 
Denison, Wm. do 
Dowling, John, Providence, R. I. 
Eaton, George W., Hamilton,^ N. Y. 
Eldridge, Daniel, Utica 
Field, Moses, Hudson, New-York 
Fletcher, Leonard, Grreat Valley^, Pa. 
Freeman, T. G., South Bap. ch. N. York 
Frederick, M., Roadstown, N. J, 
Fountain, Ezra, Bedford 
Finlay, John, Tennessee 
Ferguson, N., West Winfield 
Green, J. W., Coxsackie, New-York 
Going, Jonathan, D. D., Granville, Ohio 
Griswol4» — Swainsville 
Green, H. K., Burlington, New- Jersey • 
Griffiths, J. W., Middleton, New-York 
Gregory, Seth, Franklyn 
Gibbs, James, Rome, New- York 
Gillett, P. D., Schenectady, do 
Geer, Hiram, Ohio 
Going, Ezra, Ohio 
Goodman, S., Michigan 
Grreen, I. H., Parishville, New-York 
Groodale, Solomon, Bloomfield, do 
Gates, Alfred, Connecticut 
Gardner, Richard, Philadelphia 
Gregory, A., Connecticut 
Ghneen, Henry K., Germantown, Pa. 
Haven, Clemens, Grovemeur, N. York 
Hinton, Isaac T., Chicago, 111. 
Haughwout, J., South Bap. ch. N. Y. 
Hawley, E. H., do 

Huggens, S., Philadelphia 
Hartshorn, Chancellor, Waterville, N. Y. 
Healey, John, Baltimore 
Howard, I. M., Ogdensburgh, N. York 
Hall, W. S., Milestown, Pa- 
Harrington, Daniel, Greenville 
Hodge, Jas. L., Albany 
Hascall, Daniel, Vermont 
Hillyer, John F., Athens, Greorgia 
Hutchings, Stephen, Bennington, Vt. 
Hasten, Thomas, Frankfort, R. I. 
Howard, Hosea, Connecticut 
Hoe, Benaiah, New-York 
Hubbard, John R. 
Ilsley, Silas, Brooklyn 
Judson, Adoniram, Missionary, Burmah 
James, David, Newburg, New-York 
Jones, Thos. G., Wooster, Ohio 
Jackson, Timothy, Piqua, Ohio 
Jerril, Thomas, Madison county, N. Y. 
Justin, Ira, Lakeville, New-York 
Jones, John Taylor, Missionary, Siam 
Johnson, W. G., Whiting, Vt. 
Jenkins, John S., Lower Providence, Pa. 
Jones, Evans, Missionary, Cherokees 
Johnson, W. B,, D. D., Edgefield, S. C. 
Kincaid, Eugenio, Burmah 
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Keyes,' Charles B., Philadelphia 
Kingsford, Edw^, Harrisburg 
Kendrick, A. C, Hamilton 
*Knowle8, J. D., Newton 
Kingsley, A. C, Manchester, N. York 
Knowlton, Famam, Connecticut 
Ketchum, F., New-Jersey 
Laws, William, Virginia 
Linsley, James H., Stratford, Ct. 
Lamb, R. P., Clinton, N. Y. 
Locke, W. E., Massena^ New-York 
Lewis, R. G., Seneca do 

Lewis, Daniel, D., Piscataway, N. J. 
Loxley, B. R., Philadelphia 
Love, H. T., Greece, South Bp. ch. N. Y. 
Lykins, Johnson Missionary, Shawnee 
Maclay, Archibald, New-York city 
Murphy, John C, do 

Marsh, William, Upper Canada 
Miles, George I., ZanesviUe, Ohio 
McColsom, S. S., Galway, Ct. 
Miller, William G., New-York city 
Miles, Samuel, Grethsemane, Pa. 
Moore, C. Vincent, Chester county, Penn. 
MiUs, Pelatiah W., Waterville, N. Y. 
McCoy, Isaac, Missionary, Mo. 
Mason, Francis, do Tavby 

MauU, Wm., Hatborough, Pa. 
Marshall, Andrew, Savannah 
Mattan, Joseph, PiHesville, Mainland 
Minor, Absalom, Rushford, New-York 
Murch, W. H., Pres. Stepney Col. Lond. 
Maginnis, John S., Hamilton, N. Y. 
Nelson, Caleb, Caroline, New-York 
Nickerson, James, Madison county, N. Y. 
Nightingale, Samuel, New Britain, Pa. 
Otis, Nathan, Caroline, New- York 
Olmstead, John W., R. I. 
Oncken, J. G., Ger. South Bp. C, N. Y. 
Price, J., Michigan 
Peck, John, Cazenovia, New-York 
Pearce, W. H., Calcutta 
Perkins, Aaron, New-York 
Pratt, D. D., New-Hampshire 
Pomeroy, J., Clifton Park, New-York 
Purrington, D. B., Freetown 
Park, F. S., West Troy, New-York 
Proudfoot, R., Huntington county, Pa. . 
Putnam, Daniel, West Winfield, N. Y. 
Palmer, R. S., Stockholm, New-York 
Peck, I. B., Oswego 
Peck, Solomon, Boston 
Patterson, James, Germantown, Fa. 
Quin, Michael, New-York 
Raymond, J. H., Hamilton, do 

Roberts, Philip, jr. Pleasant Valley, do 
Rogers, John, Scotch Plaint, N. Jersey 
Ransted, Lewis, Macedon, New-York 
Randall, Charles, Schuyler, do 
Richardson, I. F., Hamilton 
Rockwell, A. F., Newport, New-York 
Ross, — — , Trenton, Kentucky 



Rutherford, K 

Rodger, T. S,, North Adams 

Ripley, HemyJ,, Newton Centre. Meae. \'Watta, T\ioin8A 
^aUoa, Amo§, Migtioaary, OritMi WatM.YIVIIil^ttm^ l)ViA%\cnAr3,C«kNm» 



Stetson, Nathan, Massachusetts 
Southwood, William, Petersburg, Va. 
Spencer, Wm., Jacksonville, Illinois 
Skinner, Henry C, Madison, New-York 
*Smalley, Henry, Cohansey, New-Jersey 
Spaulding, Silas, Pawtucket 
Shadrack, William, Philadelphia 
Smitzer, John, I^ton, New-York 
Stafford, Henry, Keesville, do 
Smith, Samuel, Salem, N. Jersey 
Shute, Henry, jr. Phelps, New-York 
Smith, Howell, do 

Stone, William, Columbia, Ohio 
Swick, B. R., Seneca, New-York 
Smith, A., Unadilla 
Shailer, N. £., Connecticut 
Spencer, O., do 

Shuck, J. L., China, South Bp. C, N. Y. 
Smith, John, Delaware, Ohio 
Shelden, C. P., Oneida county 
Siog, F. F., Kentucky 
Sears, Barnas, Newton Centre, Mass. 
Twiss, John S., Michigan 
Tucker, Charles, Milesburg, Pa. 
Taggart, J. W., Homer, New-Yoik 
Tandy, William, Kentucky 
Tucker, J. N. T., Madison county, N. Y. 
Trites, Daniely WiUistown, Pa. 
Taylor, Stn. W., Hamilton 
Tucker, Anson, Sardinia, N. Y. 
Townsend, 

Tinson, Joshua, Kingston, Jamaica 
Thompson, William, Salisbury 
Thomas, C. A., !Brandon, Vt. 
Thomas, I., India, South Bap. Ch., N. Y. 
Thomas, John E., Alleghanytown, Pa. 
Underbill, Charles, Yorktown 
Vinton, J. H., Burmah 
Vaughan, Elisha 

Wayland, Francis, sen., Saratoga, N. Y. 
Winslow, Octavius, Brooklyn, do 

Wilkes, Thomas, Poughkeepsie 
Wade, Jonathan, Missionary, Burmah 
Wilson, Samuel, Catskill, New-York 
Wescott, Isaac, Stillwater, do 
Winter, Thomas, Northeast, New-York 
Williams, Samuel, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Welch, James £., Burlington, N. Jersey 
Wilson, Charles E., Norristown, Pa. 
Wheelock, A., Owego, New- York 
Walker, Joseph, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
White, Samuel, Staten Island, New-York 
Woolsey, Richard, Covert, New-York 
Williams, Calvin, Sing Sing 
Webb, G. S. New Brunswick, N. J. 
Warren, George, SpringvUle 
Warren, J., Carmel, New-York 
Whitsitt, James, Tennessee 
West, Samuel, Connecticut 
Wooster, Henry, do 
Watrous, A. D., do 
Winegar, R. jr. Rensselaerville 
Walter, John P., Hatboro', Pa. 
W\iee\eT, C\ffix\e%,'NK«j^tm:k^Ti 
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OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE. 



BY A CONTRIBUTION OF THIRTY DOLLARS AND UPWARDS. 



Aycr, Samuel, Albany, New-York 
Allen, John, Kentucky 
Bancker, John, New-York city 
Bridges, Amos do 

Bamhurst, J., Philadelphia 
Brockway, Charles, Broadalbin, N. Y. 
Bolton, Daniel, Burlington, do 

Buchanan, William, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Brown, D. B., Michigan 
Bullen, John, Albany 
Booth, Gifford T., Ehnyra Village 
Beebee, A. M., TJtica 
Benton, Chester H. 
Bailey, David, New-York city 
Baker, Ambrose, Coxsackie 
Buell, Horatio, New- York 
Bevan, John, Cincinnati 
Baldwin, Robert, jr. Louisville, Ky. 
Bumam, John, do 

Baldwin, Edward, Utica 
Battle, Andrews, La Grange, Georgia 
Beaumont, I., Connecticut 
Brown, Luther, Chenango 
Cowan, James, New- York city 
Church, Origen, Burlington, N. J. 
Coolidge. William, Madison, co. N. Y. 
Caswell, Nathan, South Bp. Ch. do 
Cooper, J. P., Salem, N. Jersey 
Carpenter, Lra, Natchez 
Clark, Greorge, T. Albany, New- York] 
Cauldwell, Cornelius, New-York city 
Clay, Porter, Jacksonville, Ulinois 
Clark, Orrin, New-York 
Clark, Wm. I., New-York city 
Colby, Isaac, Cincinnati 
Carr, Walter, Kentucky 
Campbell, W. P., Tennessee 
Cheever, Ezekiol, Cummington, Mass. 
Clark, Theodore, New-York city 
Carney, Richard, Shoulder Hill, Va. 
Cooper, Thomas, Eatonton, Georgia 
Corey, J., Connecticut 
Congdon, Stephen, do 
Champlin, J., do 

Coming, Jason 

Cox, John W., Mount Holly, N. V. 
Davis, Thomas, New-York city 
Denison, Edward C, Albany, N^w-York 
Derby, Freeman, South Bp. Ch. do 
Dwinell, William, do 

Douglass, Henry, do 

Delany, James, Broadalbin 
Davie, John C, Kentucky 
Decker, Alfred, New-York city 
Edwards, Robert do 
Edwards, Benjamin F., Edwardsville, 111. 
Edmunds, James, Hamilton, New-York 
Eaton, Rufiis C, Springville, New- York 
^Idridge, Oliver, Rensselaerville 
Eetwn, Tttrby, Little Falls, Rliode Island 



Fox, Albert R., New-York 

Francis, Norman, Albany, .New-YoA 

Forsyth, Russell, do do 

Ferguson, Samuel B., Oneida co. do 

Fales, Charles, Rensselaerville do 

Gregory, Charles H., do 

Gregory, Stephen, Sand Lake 

Gamsey, Dutchess county, New-York 

Gramiss, Thomas, New-York city 

Gamiss, John P., Cincinnati 

Grano, A. G. do 

Gamett, Richard, Kentucky 

Gibbs, Daniel, Lawrence county, Illinois 

Gray, Wm. D., Little Falls, R. I. 

Grrant, Dea. H., New-Jersey 

Hopper, A., Paterson, New-Jersey 

Houghton, C. W., New-York city 

Halsted, Benjamin, do 

Houghton, G. W., do 

HiU, Hiland, CattekiU, New-York 

Harris, David T., New- York city 

Hewitt, Edmund, Galway 

Hanley, Samuel, Hector, New-York 

Haviland, John, New-York city 

Hastings, Joseph, Troy, New-York 

Hubbell, AJi'ich, Utica, do 

Holt, Greorge, Virginia 

Harland, James, Manchester, N. Y. 

Hoagland, Martin, Kentucky 

Hollmgshead, J. N., do 

Hutchins, Stephen, Bennington, Vt. 

Hascall, James Saurin, Pompey, N. Y. 

Harpell, Jonah, Philadelphia 

Hoagland, Jacob C, Cattskill 

Hann, Lawrence, New-York 

Hobby, Uriah, Oneida county 

Higby, Charles, West Turin, Lewis co. 

Ingham, Stephen, Herkimer 

Jones, James, Tennessee 

Jarman, Amos, Alabama 

Jones, John, Philadelphia 

Jones, W. G., Delaware* 

Jefiress, I. M., Virginia 

Jones, D., Camden, South Carolina 

Johnson, Elias, Rensselaerville 

Jones, H. V., Courtland co. 

King, John, Kentucky 

Linnard, James M., Philadelphia 

Ludlam, David, New-York city 

Lippincott, Jesse, AUeghanytown, Pa. 

Lippincott, William, do 

Lloyd, Jolm, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Lathrop, Daniel, Madison county, N. Y. 

Lane, Ebenezer, Oxford, Ohio 

Latimer, Stephen B., Kentucky 

Lewis, A. F., Courtland, N. York 

Lyde, D. R., Society Hill, S. C. 

Ly de , TVioTWBa Y . , ^^ 

LiOOTn\% 1., CotovettioiV. 



\' 
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McCutchen, William M., Now-York city 

Miles, Josh., Milesburg, Pa. 

Martin, R. S., New-York city 

Munroe, Daniel, do 

McLallen, James, Trumansburg, N. Y. 

Master, W. E., Virginia 

Moseley, Ebenezer, Madison co. N. Y. 

Mott, William, Mott's Comer do 

Moore, Thomas, New- York city 

Matthews, Edward, Hamilton, N. Y. 

Mclver, Thomas E., Society Hill, S. C. 

McDonald, Alexander, New-York 

Mason, Truman, Granville 

Morgan, David, AUeghanytown 

Newton, John M., Albany, New-York 

Nichols, Wm. L. S., New-York 

Olmstead, Jona. Hamilton, do 

Ostrander, Overt, Rensselaerville 

Piatt, G. W., New-York city 

Probyn, Edward, do 

Peck, Daniel, Albany, New-York 

Piatt, Nathan C, New-York city 

Peck, Montgomery, Clifton Park, N. Y. 

Parker, Richard, Greenwich, do 

Pohlman, Charles, Albany, do 

Payne, Samuel, Hamilton, do 

Payne, E., do 

Pierce, Alva, do 

Post, Nathaniel, Newport, New-York 

Post, Charles K., do 

Porter, Lewis, Covert, do 

Petit, Greorge, Fabius, do 

Park, John, Hartford 

Pyke, Samuel, Kentucky 

Pope, Henry, Antioch, Greorgia 

Potts, Francis R„ Philadelphia 

Peck, Reed, Troy 

Peck, Nathan, do 

Peck, Campbell K., Troy 

Peck, Abijah, Clifton Park 

Quarles, Roger, Kentucky 

Quirey, Charles, do 

Rathbone, Samuel, New-York city 

Rees, Captain John C. do 

Rathbone, James, Frankfort, New- York 

Reed, David, Utica, do 

Richardson, Chajdes, New- York city 

Rogers, Doctor M., Cincinnati 

Royle, James, Kentucky 

Richardson, W. H. do 

Richards, John Y., Virginia 

Richards, W. C, Bennington, Vermont 

Robinson, G., Connecticut 

Read, Gieorge, do 

Reynolds, Joseph, Philadelphia 

Rollinson, Joseph R., New-York 

Randall, Hon. Wm., Stonington, Conn. 

Sadgebury, James, New-York city 

Smith, Isaac, do 

Sutton, George, do 



Savary, Phiseos, AaiinriUe 

Shelden, A., Adams, Jefferson eo. N. Y» 

Stewart, David, Pluladdlphift 

Smith, Enra, New-York 

Soulden, William, Albany, N. Yii 

Shaw, Samuel, . do 

Smith, R. C, South Bp* ch. New-York' 

Sommers, Thomas S. do 

Smith, Wm. W., do 

Smith, John, Cincinnati 

Smith, Thomas, Kentucky 

Scanland, Robert, do 

Stephens, Lewis, Alabama 

Smith, Jacob, New-York city 

Spear, P., Hamilton 

Sterry, John H., Utica 

Sherborne, Tho. P., Philadelphia 

Sams, Lewis R., Beaufort, S. C. 

Staniels, Micajah M., New-York 

Stephens, G., Connecticut 

Sites, Greorge L., Philadelphia 

Smith, Wm., jr. Bristol, Conn. 

Sarles, John W., New-York 

Spence, Edward 

Trumbull, Chauncey 

Turk, Peter, Macedon, Wayne co. N. Y. 

Thayer, Ebenezer, West Winfield, N. Y. 

Thompson, Benjamin, New-York city 

Trevor, Samuel, Cincinnati 

Thomson, Asa, Kentucky 

Tyler, James E., Louisville, do ' 

Tweed Dale, W. A., Albany 

Thompson, Isaac, M. D., New-London 

Taylor, John M., Cincinnati 

Turner, Gabriel S., Athens, New- York 

Taylor, Joseph, Rensselaerville 

Thorn, Stephen R., New- York 

Van de Boe, Adam, Hillsdale, New-York 

Van Buskirk C, Kentucky 

Whipple, John G. 

Wellslager, John, New-York city 

White, John, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Wooden, Peter, Hannibal 

Whipple, Otis, Greenwich 

Williams, William, New-York city 

Woodruff, Halsey, Albany, do 

Warner, Calvin, Troy, do 

Winterton, Wm., New- York city 

Wyckoff, J. N. do 

Wilson, F. N., Catskill, N. Y. 

Wilson, Wm. do 

Walker, Henry, Maysville 

West, John, N. Y. city 

Wilson, James, do 

Wilson, John F., Society HUl, S. C 

Wilson, I. D., do 

Walker, Andrew, New-York 

Wilcox, T., Oneida county 

Young, Nathan, Brooklyn, New-York 

Yates, Warner M., Tennessee 




Tbe Board of Man age ra of the American and Foreign Bible Societ}', would 
expreas ttieir gratitude to God, for the siiccesa whieh has already attended 
their lafacura. Originating in the providence of God, the Institution haa thus 
far been favoured with the approbation of hia people ; and the Reports and 
Minutes from almost every Stale Convention and Asaociation throughout the 
Union, continue to furnish the most aatisfactory assurances, that the princi- 
ples of its organization and prominent objects, only require to be well under- 
Btoad, to teeure for it the undivided an-d zealous cu-operalion of the whole 
denomination. In accordance with these views, the Board has determined to 
issue Quarlerty Papers, commencing Jan, 1837 ; in which will be given 63- 
Iracts from the Correspondence of the Society, an account of all moneja 
received, and such other matters as may be deemed of importance to the 



t the meeting of the Board in July last, i 

e appropriated to aid the Baptist Missionaries in India, In giving 
the Bengalee New Testament lo the benighted millions of that dark region. 
This, it will be recollei^led, is the version which the Calcutia, the British and 
Foreign, and the Ameiican Bible Societies, refused to patronize, and which 
led to the formation of the American and Foreign Birle Sooiett. 

At a subsequent meeting, five thocbabd dollars were appropriated to the 
Baptist General Convention of the U. S. to assist in printing and circulalinf; 
the translations made by ourown beloved Missionaiiea in Asia. 

But, although it will gratify every friend of the oaose, lo learn that ont 
infant society lias thus been enabled hy the liberality of the churches, to da 
something for the diffusion of aacred truth ; and that many of our Associa- 
tions have formed Auxiliary Societies within their bounds, and in some instan- 
ces, colleciians, liberal almost Ijejond eiample, have been taken,': 



tions and pledges made ;'yet th^Board reallae that otke^ and Btill more enlarged 
efforts are demanded by the actual Bible destitution of the accessible portions, 
of the world. We do therefore fervently entreat, that the State Conventions, 
Associations, and Churches, desirous of giving to the nations the most faithful 
versions of the Sacred Scriptures that can he procured^ virill lose no time in 
forming Auxiliary Societies, so that they may, if possible, be announced in the 
first Annual Report of the Parent Institution. To secure this desirable object it 
is necessary that the Auxiliary Societies already formed, but who have not 
yet reported themselves, as Well as those which may hereafter be organized, 
should as soon as practicable, forward an aecoant of their formation to the 
Corresponding Secretary of ,the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
No. 83, Madisan-street, N, F. The following are some of the principal 
questions, which we desire yon to answer. 

1. When was your Society formed, and what is its name ? 

S. Have you adopted the Constitution recommended by the Parent Society 1 

3. Who are the officers of your Society ? 

4. What is the number of its members % 

5. What is the name and address of the Corres pond ing Secretary of yovr 
Society 1 

6. What is the aihount already subscribed, and the probkMe extent to 
which you can ohi&m funds during the current year, for the circulation of the 
Sacred Volume, throughout the world ? 

Besides the above, it will afford great pleasure to the Board, to learn any 
interesting facts which may stand connected with the origin of your Society, 
and to receive a brief statement of the opinions and feelings of its members 
in reference to the Bible cause. 

C. G. SOMMERS, 
Cor, Sec, Am. and For, Bible Soc, 



Extract of a Letter from the Secretary of the Londoti Baptist Missionary Society, 

to the President. 

London, Aug. 12, 1836. 

YxRV Dbar Brotheb — I hope that before you receive this, our good friend Mr. 
Colgate, will have received my acknowledgment of his remittance ; but having since 
held a Committee meeting, at which your liberal donation was reported, I have now 
the pleasure to hand you the following Resolutions, unanimously passed on the occa- 
sion : — 

** Resolved, That the most cordial thanks of this Committee be presented to oar 
Brethren constituting the American and Foreign Bible Society, for their liberal dona- 
tion, and for the kindness which led them to appropriate in aid of our Bengalee versioD 
of the New Testament, the first fruits of their receipts as a distinct society. 

** Resolvedf further, That a copy of each of those Oriental versions, executed un- 
der the auspices of (his Society, of which duplicates are in our possession, be for- 
warded to the American and Foreign BiMe Society, as a small token of our brotherly 
regard/* 

Of course, your principal field of distribution will be the sphere occupied by your 
own devoted missionaries. That sphere, I rejoice to perceive,, is widemnf more and 
more, and I trust you will be favoured with a succession of men, like Judson and 
Tates, endued with the requisite talents for transfusing the oracles of God into the 
languages of the heathen. I cannot but hope also that all your men of judgment and 
learning will unite, heart and hand, in the arduous and necessary labours you have un- 
dertsken. 

BeUevo me. My Dear Brolhei,Yo\ii»'mC\aU\.vu[i affection, 



\ 



BAPTIST MISSION ROOMS, 
Boston, Nov. 19, 1836. 



Rkv. Chablks G. Sommexs, Cor. Sec. Am. and For. Bible Sodttyy N. Y. 

My Dear Bbothbr — At a late meeting of the Board of Foreign Missions, I wu 
instructed to return their thanks for the very liberal donation of $5000 made by your 
Board, for the printing and circulating of versions of the Sacred Scriptures prepared 
by their missionaries. 

In discharging this welcome duty, I am happy to congratulate you on the early and 
great success of your operations, and convey my best desires for their advancement, 
till every nation shall be adequately supplied in iheir own language with the whole 
word of God. 

United with you in principle, aim, and effort, we regard your prosperity as essen- 
tially one with our own. We specially note with the liveliest satisfaction, the coinci- 
dence of your views with ours, relative to the entire and faithful translation of the 
Scriptures, as made by our missionaries ; and rejoice in the assurance we are autho- 
rized to cherish therefrom, that your co-operation with us, so promptly and efficienUj 
commenced, will be perpetual, and adequate to all our need. 

Very affectioiuitely, Yours, 

L. BOLLES, Cor. Secretary, 



BIBLE TRANSLATIONS. 

Among modem translators of the Scriptnres, the Baptist Missionariet in Asia have 
occupied a very conspicuous and important station. Having learned that " tKe King- 
dom of Christ is not of this world," they entered upon their work with a determinap 
tion to please God rather than man, and have uniformly acted upon the principle, that 
** no prospects of usefulness, and no stretch of charity, can justify a dereliction of the 
truth." No conscientious Christian, therefore, will be surprised to learn, that when, 
in/ fervent prayer and diligent study, " they had ascertained the true meaning of a 
word," they felt, " that to conceal it by non-translation, would be to come under the 
curse of those who take away from the word^ of the Prophecy of the Book.^* 

Wm. Carey, whose praise is in all the Churches of the East, after seven years dili- 
^nt study, printed the first edition of his Bengalee New Testament at Serampore ia 
1800. Soon after, he was appointed Professor of Sungskrit, Bengalee, and MahratlOf 
in the College of Fort William, and for many years enjoyed peculiar advantages in the 
'work of translation. So early as December iO, 1813, he writes, " the increasing and 
pressing demand for the Holy Scriptures is so great, that though we have ten presses 
constantly at work, the demands cannot be supplied. Besides the translations going on 
xmder our own superintendence, which are now twenty-one m number, and of which six- 
teen are in the press, we are printing a large edition of the New Testament in CAt- 
nese.** 

In 1815, Dr. Carey and his associates were employed in translating and printing 
the Scriptures into twenty-seven languages of Asia, spoken by more than haff 
the inhabitants of the globe. When we contemplate, say the missionaries, the pros- 
pect presented by the completion of the versions of the Scriptures now in a course of 
translation, what a cheering thought, that in a few years the greater part of the heathen 
vmrld, will have the word of God in their own tongue, wherein they were horn. For 
although there will then be many languages still left without it, the population through 
which they extend is so small, that they scarcely amount to a tenth of the supposed 
population of the earth. 

In addition to the labours and successes cf these noble fiionecrs in the work of Bi- 
ble translation in the East, it is now our privilege to rejoice in eflforts of a kindred 
character, made by Baptist Missionaries from the United States. Judson, Wade, 
Mason, Jones, Dean, Brown, and others, either have prepared, or arc now revising and 
perfecting, faithful versions of the Word of Life, in the Isihguages of the Burmese^ 
Karensy Siamese, Taling€f Chinese, Shyans, <fc. To print and circulate these 



versions, adequate funds have not hitherto been provided, and " since the die it caatM** 
and the Bible Societies of Asia, Europe, and America, have united in the determinatsMi 
neithtr to sanction nor patromze any version in which pawri^o is made to signify 
"immerse," what have Baptists to do but to ceme up to the help of the Lord, even to 
the help of the L(rd against the Mighty ! The work is great, but if God be for us, 
our ultimate success is secure. 



SENTIMENTS OF TRANSLATORS. 
, Wm. Tyndall, 1523. 

A thousand books had the Papists rather to be put forth against their abominable 
doings and doctrine, than that the Scripture should como tonight. For as long as they 
may keep that down, they will so darken the right way with the mist of theu: sophistry, 
and so wrest the Scripture unto their own purpose, expounding it in many senses be- 
fore the unlearned lay people ; when it hath but one simple, literal sense, whoso light 
the owls cannot abide, that though thou feelest in thine heart, and art sure, that all it 
false which they say, yet thou couidest not solve their subtilo riddles. Which thing 
only moved me to translate the Nevy Testament. Because I had perceived, by expe- 
rience, that it was impossible to establish the lay people in any truth, except the Scrip- 
tures were plaiiily laid before their eyes in their mother tongue, that they might see the 
process, order, and meaning of the text. 

In disputing with one who was accounted a learned man, being hard pressed by the 
arguments of truth, he broke out into this blasphemous expression ; " We had better 
be without God's laws than the Pope's ;" — Tyndall, filled with godly indignation, re- 
pHed ; ** I defy the Pope and all his laws !" Adding, " should God spare my life a 
few years, I will cause the boy who drives the plough to know more of the Scripture 
than you do.^* A memorable declaration, and which, blessed be God I-^was accom- 
plished. 

Mtlbs Covbrdale, 1535. 

Considering how excellent knowledge and learning an interpreter of Scripture ought 
to have in the tongues, and pondering also mine own insufficiency therein, and how 
weak I am lo perform the ofBce of a translator, I was the more loath to meddle with 
this work. Notwithstanding, when I considered how great pity it was that we should 
want it so long ; and being grieved that other nations should be more plenteously pro- 
vided for in their mother tongues than we ; therefore, when I was instantly required, 
though I could not do it so well as I would, I thought it yet my duty to do my best, 
and that with a good will. 

Seeing that this diligent exercise of translating, doth so much good, and edifieth in 
other languages, why should it do eril in ours 1 Rethinks we have great occasion to 
give thanks unto God, that he hath opened unto his Church the gift of interpretation 
and of printing — and that there are now at this time so many, who with such diligence 
and faithfulness interpret the Scripture, to the honour of God, and edifying of his peo- 
ple. Wherein, like as when many are shooting together, every one doth his best to be 
Highest the mark ; and though they cannot all attain thereto, yet one shooteth nigher 
than another, and hitteth it better than another ; yea, one can do it better than ano- 
ther. And though I have failed any where, and there is no man but he misseth in some 
thing, Christian love shall construe all to the best, without any perverse judgment. 

Howbeit, whereinsoever I can perceive by myself, or by the information of others, 
that I have failed, as it is no wonder, I shall now, by the help of God, overlook it 
better and amend it. 

William Carbv, op Serahporb.^ 

In reading the Scriptures in the original languages, and consulting them habitually, 
in availing themselves of the assistance of versions and not resting in them, but com- 
paring them with one another and with the original, the sole aim of the Serampore 
translators has been to discover the real sense of every passage, and to express it with 
clearness and precision. " We never print any translation, says Dr. Carey in 1805, 



tmtn •? erf word )im been rerised and re-reviied. Whattfrer helpe wo emplojTi I 
bave neyer yet suffered a single Word^ or a single mode of construction, to pass with" 
out examining it and seeing through it. I read every proof sheet twice or thrice my- 
self, and correct every letter with my own hand. Some mistakes may have escaped 
observation. Indeed, I never yet thought any thing perfect that I hate done. I have 
no scruple, however, in saying, that I believe every translation we have printed, to be 
a good one." And in a brief memoir of the Serampore Missionaries, printed in 1827, 
we find this remark ; — ** In one word, our sole aim has ever been, and will continue 
to be, that of presenting to the natives of India, The Word o> Life, in its nearest 
approach to the mind vf God contained in the original record.^* 

Adoniram Judson, Burmah. 

Brother Judson, in the commencement of his missionary career, expressed his cou- 
victiofl of the impropriety of transferring any portion of the Bible capable of being 
literally translated. In the sermon on Baptism preached at Calcutta, Sept. 27, IS12, 
he says — ** Had the Greek word jScTrn/o which denotes the principal action in this 
ordinance, been translated^ in the English version of the New Testament, therr. would 
probably have been, among Enghsh readers, no dispute concerning it« import. Had 
either of the English words, washf or sprinkle^ or immersCt been substituted for the 
Greek word, an English reader would instantly conceive an appropriate meaning. 
But, UNHAPPILY, our translators have retained the original word, and contented them- 
•elves with merely changing its termination." 

When the refusal of the Calcutta Bible Society, to aid in printing Yates' version of 
the Bengalee New Tesument, was coomiunicated to our missionaries in Burmah in 
1832, Brother Judson wrote as follows : 

** We are sorry that the Society is lending itself to aid a party, and taking ground 
which the increasing light of a few years will show to be untenable. The only fair 
and honourable course for them to pursue, is to afford impartial aid to all denomina- 
tions of evangelical Christians, leaving the wious translators to their own judgment 
and conscience." 



ENGLISH BIBLE. 

The reformation from Popery in England is attributable, mainly, to the translating 
and printing the English Bible ; and the names of those excellent men, who were the 
instruments of accomplishing this great work, should be had m everlasting remembrance. 
Versions of different portions of the sacred volume, were made in the Saxon tongue, at 
earlier periods, but the first complete translation of the whole Bible into English was 
accomplished by John De Wycliffe, between the years 13€0 and 1380. Many co- 
pies of this volume were made when it was completed, which was alout a century 
aefore the introduction of printing into England, several of which copies, notwith- 
■tanding the orders to burn them, are still extant. His New Testament was 
^nt printed in 1731, and again in 1810. The following extract from the Canon of 
Leicester, will show how bitterly the Clergy of the 14th century were opposed to the 
translation of the Bible. 

" Christ delivered his Gospel to the Clergy and Doctors of the Church, that the^r 
night administer to the laity and weaker persons, according to the state of the times 
and the wants of men. But this master John Wycliffe translated it out of Latin 
into English, and thus laid it more open to the laity, and to women who could read, 
than it had formerly been to the most learned of the Clergy, even to those of them who 
had the best understanding. And in this way the Gospel pearl is cast abroad, and trod- 
den under foot of swine ; and that which was before precious to both Clergy and laity, 
is rendered as it were, the common jest of both. The Jewel of the Church, is turned 
into the sport of the people, and what was hitherto the principal gift vf the Clergy and 
divines, is made frr ever commjon to the laity ^ 

Wycliffe died in 1384 ; but by ' the decree of the Council of Constance 1414 — 
1418, his memory was pronounced infamous *, his manuscripts were condemned ; his 
remains were taken from ^ the consecrated ground," and cast upon a dunghill, then 
burned, and his heretical ashes thrown into the river. The dignitaries of the Church, 
used every effort to prevent the circulation of the Scriptures in the ordinary language 
of the people ; and though the art of printing was introduced into England about 1474, 
yet no English Testament vns printed till 1586, ud then at a Foreign press. 
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Td WiLLULM Tyndall the disUiiffuruihed honour beloagt, of haMring transUted thA 
Bible into the English language. I)riv9n by persecutiou from fait own countiy, ha 
proceeded to Saxony, where he became acquainted with Luther and the Reformers, 
and finally settling in Antwerp, he completed the New Testament, and printed an 
edition of 1500 copies, in 1526. This edition was extensively circulated in England, 
and a single copy, believed to be the only one in existence, is now the property of the 
Baptist College at Bristol. He lived to complete the troMslation of the Old Testa- 
ment also, which was printed in 1532, but while engaged in preparing a second revised 
edition of the whole Bible, his cruel enemies succeeded in depriving him of his liberty 
and his life. After six months imprisonment, he was burnt for a lieretic, at Filford, 
near Antwerp, in the year 1536. His last words were — Lord open the King of En-' 
gland** eyes. 

CoVerdalb*s Bible, 1535. 

I 

This version was made by this Companion of Tyndall, not from the Hebrew and 
Greek, as his had been, but as it is expressed in the title, " out of the Latin and the 
Douche, into English, 1535." No printer's name appears in it, but it is dedicated to 
King Henry VIH. as *' the oncly Head of the Church under Christ upon earth, by your 
Majestyes lovingc subjecte and dailyc oratour, Myles Coverdale." There was ano- 
ther edition of this translation piinted in South warke, for James Nicholson, 1537. 
This was the first Bible printed in England ; a copy of it is preserved in the Baptist 
Museum at Bristol. 

Matthews's Bible, 1537. 

This was printed at Antwerp, and was nothing more than a 2d and revised edition of 
Tyndall's Bible of 1532. It was edited by Thomas Matthews, a fictitious signature 
for Ino. Rogers^ who translated the Apocrypha, and added it to Tyndall's Book. 
Had the stem reformer lived, it is not probable ho would have suffered his noble work, 
to be thus defaced and corrupted by the addition of these fabulous and erroneous 
books. 

Cbanmer's Bible, 1539. 

Strype informs us that Archbishop Cranmer, hoping to remove the prejudices which 
existed against Tyndall's Bible, adopted the expedient of dividing Tyndall's edition of 
1532, into separate parts, and giving a part to each Bishop for revisal. It is then said 
to be truly translated after the veryte of the Hebrew and Greek teztes, by the dylygent 
Mtudye of dyverse excellent learned men, experte in theforsayde tonges." 

In this Book, the Apocrypha is for the first time, called Haoiographa. 

Taverner*8 Bible, 1539. 

In this same year, 1539, there was an edition of the Bible published by Richard 
Taioemert a very learned man, and remarkable for his knowledge of the Greek tongue. 
In the title page it is said to be " newly bkcognizbd toith great dylygence after 
most faithful exemplars." 

The Bible of the Great Volumey or the Great Bible, as it was called, was printed 
in London in 1540. 
' A number of exiled ministers, who had fled upon the accession of the popish Maij 
to the throne, ultimately settled in Geneva. Here, in 1555, they undertook a new 
translation of the Bible, since called, the Geneva Bible. They published the New 
Testament in 1557, and the entire Bible in 1559 ; and this wasthe first instance of its 
being divided into numerical verses. 

The Bishops' Bible, so called, because'the translation was performed by fourteen 
dignitaries of the Church of England, most of whom were Bishops, was printed in a 
large folio volume, beautifully ornamented with maps and cuts, in the year 1568. 

It appears from " A pica for the Protestant Canon of Scripture, London, 1825," 
that m the reigns of Henry 8th, Edward 6th, and Queen Elizabeth, there wore editions 
printed of the New Testament in 1526, 1527, 1528 or 1529, 1530, throe editions m 
1534, two in 1536, another, (no date) six in 1546, five in 1548, 1550, 1552, 1553, 
1561, and 1566. 

Of the Old Testament, the Pentateuch was printed in 1530, 1534, and 1551. The 
whole Bible in 1532 — two editions in 1537, 1538, five in 1539, two in 1540, three in 
1541, six in 1549, four in 1551, three in 1553, 1562, 1566, 1568, 1569 and 1673. 



With the exception of CoTerdale's and the Genera, there is not & single edition of the 
English Bible, from Matthews's in 1537, to the present authorized yersion of 1611, but 
what should have been called Tyndall's Bible. 

The English Bible now in common use, and known as the^'* received version,** was 
first printed in I^ndon, in 1611. ^^ 

Early in the reign of James I. noJ^wvas said, by different divmes, of the imperfec- 
tions of the existing translations of^^ Scriptures. Whereupon the King expressed 
hi8 wish that *< some special pains were taken for a uniform translation, which should be 
done by the best learned in both universities, then reviewed by the Bishops, presented 
to the privy council, and, lastly, ratified by royal authority, to be read in the whole 
Church, and no other.'* In accordance with this suggestion, fifty-four individuals were 
selected, Forty-seven of whom entered upon the work in 1607, and finished it in 1611. 
To these translators, the king prescribed fifteen rulesy from which they were not at 
liberty to depart. The^.;^ ana third of these rules, read as follows. 

1. " The ordinary Bible read in the Church, commonly called the Bishops' Bible, 
to he followed, and as little altered as the original will permit " 

3. " The old ecclesiastical words to be kept, as the word church not to be translated 
Congregation." 

An edition of King James' Bible was printed in 1769, under the superintendence of 
Dr. Blayney, who bestowed great pains to render it as accurate as possible ; and for 
many years, this was looked upon as the standard edition. The editions, however, 
of Eyre 4' Strahan, printed in 1806 and 1813, and the quarto Bible printed by the 
American Bible Society in 1834, are now generally considered standard eduums of 
the English version made by King James' Forty-seven translators. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



MoneySf received by William Coloat*, Treasurer of the " American and Foreign 

Bible Society," 1836. 



itfoy, 1836. 
01iver-8t. Female Bap. Bib. Society, 
Rev. J. E. Welsh, Buiiington, N. J. 
Thomas Roberts, jr. Hiddletown • 
J. Francis, New-York, . 
Mrs. J. M. Talmadge, • . . 
Rev. L Orchard, . . •* . 
Mulberry-st. Baptist Church, 

M.G 

Mrs. S. E. Bleecker, 

J. S. Gilbert, 

M. Dodge, ..... 

Jas. Wilson, 

Frans. Secor, ... 

Children and Soldiers at the Itfission 

Station, Sault St Marie, 
Females of the 16th Bap. Ch. N. Y. 

Wm. Colgate, 

Bowles Colgate, .... 
Female Bib. Soc of the North Beriah 

Bap. Church, N.Y. . . 

Jutu. 
Geo. Colgate, . . 

John Colgate, 

Zebedee Ring 

R. Pegg . • . . . 

Luke Davies 

Rev. O. Winslow .... 
Luke Barker, M. D. ... 
A Friend in New-Jersey 
Robert Edwards .... 
A Friend in Oliver-st. to pure uid 

faichfultranslations of the Scrip. . 
Friends in the West Baptist Ch. N.Y. 
Jas. M. Linnard, Philadelphia 
Females of the Sansom-st. Baptist Ch. 

Philadelphia 

3d Bap. Ch. &, Cong. Daabury, Ct. 
Edward Probyn .... 



Dona. June, 

$420 00 Ruth Clapp . . . . . 
3 00 Ch. P. Jacobs, Patereon . 

5 00 Wm. Fitch 

5 00 Females of the South Bap. Ch. N. Y. 
5 00 Friends in the Staaton-st. Bap. Ch. 

13 00 New-York 

30 00 Jaa. Sadgebury, N. Y. . 
SO 00 Friends in the CatakiU Bap« Ch. N. T. 
5 00 Coxsackie Bap. Ch. . . * 
5 00 Sand Lake do. do. . . • 
10 00 Friends in OUver-st. Ch. N, Y. 
5 00 Albert R. Fox . . . . . 
5 00 Ch. H. Gregory, M. D. . 

Mrs. K. Gregory . . • t 

10 00 Hudson Bap. Ch 

ao 00 Westkill, do. .... 

. 150 00 Second Bap. Ch. Broome • • 

150 00 Athena, do.' . . ... 

Thos. Purser, N. Y 

180 00 Elyah Within^ton, N. Y. . . 
Friends in thq Ist Pap. Ch. Brooklyn, 

150 00 New-York 

150 00 J. 6. Whipple . . . . 
150 00 Edw. Smith, N. Y. . 

150 00 Isaac Smith, do 

150 00 Sylvia Ann Griswold, N. Y. . 
30 00 Joseph Miles, Miiesburg) Pa. . 
30 00 S. Newland, StiUwater . . 
90 00 Wm. Tracy, South Bap. Ch-. N. Y. 
100 00 Luke Davies Sen. N. Y. . • 

Calvin Wheelock, do . . . 
300 00 Jvbf. 

306 00 North East Bap. Ch. Dutchess Co. 
60 00 North Bap. Ch. N. Y. . 

'&u:atoga Baptist Association . 
150 00 Friends in the North Beriah Bap. Ch 

30 25 New-York 

30 OOJi J. Withers, ^aq. . . . • 



Dona. 

500 
150 00 
150 00 
150 00 

940 00 
30 00 

133 00 
3000 
18 00 
13 00 
30 00 

ao 00 

30 00 
'2 43 

10 75 
300 

10 00 
150 00 
150 00 

340 00 
30 00 

150 00 
30 00 
30 00 
30 00 
30 00 
30 00 
15 00 
5 00 

35 00 
30 00 

11 50 
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Julf- 
Sun. C. Denurett , ■ . ' 
aoUert King. N. V. 
BibL< Soeieiy of lbs Bbd. Cb. Vppsi 

Fr»haLd,N.J. .... 

U. C. W.uon 

BocielT nf luquiry of HuaiLIan IiuL 

G. Hunracind, Wcilpon 

I. Barubunt, Fbiladelpblo . 

M.WoWb^y '° do . ; " 
Eulem &, Weslern UL Bap. Amo. 



Hutba 1. £ck»ii, Albeni, G^ 

Jenndftb LuiklDi Berrisii. do. 

D».EbaunrH«^,gr96iiii«tt . 
Euklal Archer, N.T. . 
Couwct. SUM Bib. aocicty, pr. J. 1 



E. H. Whitfleld, 

A f>i«nd in Broiihliiran. L. L 

B«p. Ch. ud Cose, Hmfud, 

Ekaoar Garrelt. Obio . 

FeniilH oTUie Mllube. Ch-ltCoog. 

Bible Bodlety of HilBsbur 

LoBuriUaBib.Socleti' . 

Mn. Buker, pu L. Buki 

BwUR Cb. SsBsu FbUi 

FTleiul>pr.D.U. Root . 

Bible Soc. of tta« lit Biq> 



FoiDHlei of the Hamilton Cb. & Coo. 

nitiburib Bible Sncisty . 

Bqitiil Chi. of Stamford and Pine- 



al Monlbly Concert of Prayer 
Facloiy vi[[e Baplii't Ch. A Coci 



bunt Plnasoi Baptist Ch. Ps. 



.IJib.3ocialj,Ato«iir 
aaptta<l0h.UKee.e.llla,N.T. . 
arJ^jfJ^er Axo, Bap. Kib. Societ; 




LiToUaFem. Bib. Society do . 
Alabun. do N.i. do . 

Aan'i Villa 8^11411 Cburch . 
Frispdi of the Hamiibil Baptiit CI 
Ns— Torli, pr. Rev. 8. B. Cone 



BiblB Soc of tbe 2d Bap. Ch. Gdni 
Abtjab Peck, CMoo Park . . 
Tbe Gift of a Baplin ia Eniland, £30 
Rai.Rob.BoyleC.IIawelJ,l4uhiil)e 
Baptiit Churchei, at Hudie Cnek A 

Green County Bible Soeieiy, Ken. . 
EM«r Webb, Ohio .... 

Baptist Church, SprinEfield, Pa. . ' 
Samom-st. Fepi. Bib. Society, PbiL 
Fem.Mlte Society, Greenwich N. Y. 
Baptiil Church, GreeoHich, do. . 
Sabbath School attached to the Bothel 

Bnplbl Church, Damaicui, Pa. 
Hulda Gregory, Btaiutree, Pa. 

ocUand C( 





MOD 


Bap. Bib. Soc. of the' Eaii. Shore, V*. 


60 00 






Corn,CauitlwcI!,N.r.' . "^ . 


SOW 


Wffl. William.,' N r. . . . 


30 00 


B.ptl.1 Ch«rchc. of WMhlngton 






moo 






30 00 


Kbi; Soci^lT ofCbilon Park, iniiii.- 




38 00 




3D 00 






U» Rer. J. Hercar, Col. A. Jan.e.,tr 


lOSM 


Bomitledbyth. Ri,.A.M.clay.'on 




aoamul rf Collection, and Hob- 




acrlpdoiuinClncinnati 


ocnoti 


Remitted by the Rei. A. Maclay, on 
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ANNUAL MEETING. 

At [he organizUion of the Soeieljt, Maj ISIb, IH36, the following raMlo- 
tiun was Diianimouily passed, rii: 

"Rtsnhed, That the RrsC annual me«iing of the Soeiety be held in Phili- 
delphis, the U«t Wedneada j in April, 1837, and thai Ihe duinifs of this meat- 
ing and of the Socieiy be skibmitted to each Lrelhren from diSiiTenI pttna of 
the United Statei, as may ihen and there meat in Convention, Ibc the par- 
pose of securing the cenibined iind conceatrated action of lbs denomiiHttiiHi 
io the Bible cau*e." 

In Dccordimce vilb this resolution, hotici is heribt siteh, thst the Auw. 
Tiaan and Foreign Bible Sucietj will meet in Pliiliidelpbia, in the meeting 
house of the First Baptist Church, on Wednesday, April SSth, 1S37, at 3 
o'clock, P. M., when a brief ■bstrtct of (be operaiiona of ibe Societj for tha 
eunent year, will be laid before the proposed ConTention. And we do moct 
aOiict innately and eainttstly solicit all those, throughout oar cooutiy, favoai- 
■ble to the printing and circalalinn of faithful Tersions of the whole Bible, ta 
■Memble by their Delegalesj and afler free discussion and mature deliben- 
tlon, to adopt such measures, and cordially unite in such effort*, in the great 
work of Bibla diatribation, sa obTioos duty may demand. 
By order of the Board, 

CoutLsa G. SoMNiaa, Cor. See. 

Ntv)-Y»k, March IH, Ml. 
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PHILADELPHIA BIBLE CONVENTION. 

Tb« uodenigMd, appointed a ConmtttM by tl^ ConfaraBce bald in Hart* 
lbrd» April Sdth, 1836, to make the necessary arrangemeuts for a Bible Con- 
'Tention, do hereby announce to the public, tbat the proposed Convention will 
meet in the meeting house of the First Baptist Church, Philadelphia, oo 
Wednesday, April ^Oth, Ids'?, at 4 o'clock, P. M. 

The Committee, on republishing the aboye notice, take oecaaion to ebyiate 
a miaoanceptioB which, they regret to learn has, to some e^nt, prerailed. 
It has been aaid, that since the action of those who eonatitoted the -Aaoeriean 
and Foreign BiUe Society at New- York, in May last, the original parpose of 
calUog the ConTention haa been forestalled and its dntiea anticipated, and 
aoma of onr brethren have, on thia acooant, manifeated an ipdiapositlon to 
attend the ConTention. 

To eoneet thia misconception^ the Committee beg leave to atate tbair fall 
and decided conviction that the whole anbjeet of a Bible organisation for the 
Baptiat denomination, ia entirely open for the delibera^-ion and aetioftof the 
proposed Convention. They do thei^fore most cordially and earneady en- 
treat Baptist State Conventions, Associations, Chqrches, and BiUe Societies 
throoghont the Union, to send their delegates, and in free Convention at 
Philadelphia* adopt a«eh meaaures, in reference to the BiUe oauaa as ahall, aa 
eaaaultation, be deemed expedient. 

Wm. T. BaiiiTLT, 
^ Spincer H. Conc, 

Rurua Babcock, Jr. yCcmmittM- 
Jonathan Goiica, | 
Jno. L. Daoo, J 



From Mf. Dyer to tlu President, 

London, Ocroaaa S7, 1886. 

Hv Dnab BioTBsa, — I have availed myself, with much pletsnre, of this oppor- 
{«nity, by our mutual friend Mr. Tomes, to forward you a small box, contsining eo- 
Mpe of various versions of the Sacred Scriptures, which our Committee request the 
Board of the American and Foreign Bible Society to accept, as a small token of bio- 
therly and grateful esteem. 

Volumce teni. 



1 vol ito. Suncskrit historical books 
i ** 8vo. HiDueo Pentateuch, historical. 
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poetical, and prophetical books. 
8vo. Vikaneera Testament. 
Assam 
Kunkuna 
Meoltan 
Telinga 
Pushtoo 

Sungskrit prophetical books. 
Mabratta Penuteuch. 
*' historical books. 
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1 vol. 8vo. Mabratta poeticid books. 
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6 volomes, 8to. Chinese Bible. 



Ootkula poetical hooka. 

'* prophetical books. 
Bengalee New Testament. 

** Penuteuch. 

** historical books. 

" prophetical books. 
Orissa Pentateuch. 

** historical books^ 

** poetical books. 

" nrophets. 

New Testament 
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I ibAll be hftppy to hMU from you, whonever you atty hav« leitiire to writt» with ta 
tcoouBt of your ]»ogr«M; BolioTe me, my ^etr brochtr, 

Very siaeeraW yo4ira, 

JNO. DYER. 

These volames tre eabstantiallj bound, ind form the oommenoemeiit of a 
Biblical Library, which we tmet is destined to be qieedily and g/Mtly In- 
creased by the enlightened and faithful labours of Baptist Missionaricrs, in dif; 
feient parts of the world. 



W. YaUs, Baptist Misnemayt to Rco. D. Sharf. 

Calcutta, Skpt. IS, 1889. 



Mt Dsar Bbothbb, — ^I reeeifed your letter of the 5th of April on the 8th of 
month, since which I have had to prepare and preach three aermoos, besides other 
work, so that I may say I am replying to it with the least possible delaj. We are TSiy 
busy just now with our second etution of the Bengalee New Testament, wishing le 
get it through the press Ijefore the departure of our brother Pearce for £nglaiid. 

I am sorry to find that on the points you prticnlarly mention, yon have been inisii^ 
formed. Consideriojg the sources of your mformation, I do not wonder at tout reljM 
izig upon it, and feeling ceruiin that it must be correct I shall now replj to yoar 
queries, and then give you my views on the subject. 

Year first query is : Did the Serampore Missionaiios from the first, in their early 
translations of the Scriptures translate or transftr the words b^tizo, dec. 1 Tb«y 
trimslatcd them. I have seen tboir first and their last edition, and in each the wocd is 
translated. I have been a reader of their versions now for three and twenty yeaxa, 
and I have never aeen one yet in which the word ia not translated. 

Next, if they translated, was it by a word which si^ified exclusively to immerse ! 
It was. The word used by Dr. Carey was daob, which has no other meaning than 
that of dippinff. 3. Have they never varied from the first to the present time 1 I 
may confidently say, never. Attempta were made by individuals to induce Dr. Carey 
to alter and transfer the term. To whom he gave place by subjeciion, no, not for an 
hour. 

Lastly J was it a matter of controversy between them and the Episcopalians 1 Mra. 
V.ii having been at Serampore from the commencement of the miasion there, I haft 
inquired of her, and she informs me that previous to my arrival in the country, there 
were frequent discussions on the subject between them and Mr. Brown, the eleigf* 
man at the Mission Church. I am incUned, however, to think that thess discUisioiM 
were rather about translating than transferring the word, for since that time the Epis- 
copalians have tranalated the word-^Thomaaon in his Arabic, and Martin in his Hin- 
doostance and Persian versions. With the exception of one version made by a gen- 
tleman who understood neither Latin nor Greek, it ia a well known fact that every 
version, by every denomination here, had the word transUittd. With one solitary 
exception therefore, the present resolution of the Bible Society will be the undoing 
of all that has been done from the beginning by aU parties ! When I vraa in Ei^lann, 
after my visit to America, Mr. Hughea converaed with me on the subject, and wrote 
also upon it to Dr. Carey. In consequence of complainta sent home from Calcutta, 
he had come to the conclusion that it waa desirable, for the sake of peace, to trm^er 
and not translate the word baptize ; but he could not persuade either of us that it waa 
our duty to be unfaithful^ even for the aake of peace ; Dr. Carey would never listen 
for a moment to any proposals of the kind. 

From what I have aaid, I thii^ you will see that if the Bible Society at the first had 
any principle to guide thom, that principle was the liberal one of leaving to all trans- 
lators the same power over the word baptize, aa over the word biahop, elder, electiom 
6w.. While thia waa done we used each other's versions, making allowance for any 
rendering of a particular word. This appeara to me the only principle on which they 
could act consistently. If they dictate to translatora on the word baptize, they hare 
the saiiie right to dictate upon every other word— and where will thia end 1 Dispntes 
have already commenced about the term biahop, dtc., and they will have in a shoit 
time to issue an edict that none of these terms shall be tranalated, and thus the woed 
of Ood will be rendered unintelligible to the natives. As Ba^tiato^ L ihisk ^n^ xVaSL 
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be gainers by the plan they have now adopted, providing we print Toatamcnls with 
•very word translated« and they print with the same transferred. But I cleariy se« that 
all dependi on theae two points. Will the Baptists be faithful to their cause, and print 
at least the New Testament for themselves, and will the Pedobaptists be faithful m 
transfeiring the word, and not translating it 1 I have some fears on each of these 
points. My hopes prevail above my fears in regard to the Baptists, and I trust they 
will come forward with a noble determination " neither to add to nor take from'* the 
words of the book of life ; but give every word its faithful rendering. I am suro they 
ire well capable of supplying the means. You mav, perhaps, think it uncharitable iu 
me to doubt whether the Pedobaptists will be faithful in transferring the term baptixo, 
after having insisted upon it so much. I will state to you a fact, and leave you to 
judge whether there is nut some ground for suspicion, without being uncharitable. 
You know the pains they have taken to prevail on us to transfer the word, and to ao- 
oommodate them in the 6,000 copies printed for them : we agreed to do so. Well, at 
the very same time two gospeln were orduied by the committer here to be printed in 
Hindoostanee. On account of the delay which hud taken place in the first, I was 
reqaested by the committee to read the proofs of the second. When I went into their 
omco and asked for a copy of the gospel that had been printed, it was given me ; and 
I found, to my utter astonishment, that the word oapti^o had not been transferred, bat 
translated thmughout by the term gkosat, which aigfiifies to wash. I make no com* 
ment on this, but leave the fact to speak for itself. If the Episcopalians, &e. had let 
things proceed in the same maimer that they had done from the beginning, they woald 
bave been no losers. The greater number of missionaries belonging to rhora, and the 
gMater number of translations in extensive use would have been executed by men of 
Swir own views. In other cases, a plan of concession might have been adopted, a« 
in oar Bengalee version, which would have met the views of all parties-^ it woula only 
bave involved the necessity of printing in a version required by us, a few copies with 
the word translated ; but the principle now adopted, if fully acted out, will It^sd to as 
many Bible societies as there are denominations. I have no doubt what hais transpired 
will be overruled for good. In every age the church needs something to humble it; 
and something that will tend to humility in another wotld. This is the age of Chrit- 
tian liberality, and yet in this ajfo of boasted liberality it has so happened, that two of 
the largest societies in the Christian world have refused to give iheir aid to the cirtn- 
ktioo of the word of God, because one word in it was translated according to the 
original sense, which the wisest and the best of men of all denominations have attach- 
ed to it Other serious objections may exist on words of infinitely more importance, 
Iwt theae can all be covered with the mantle of forbearance, and the version enoour- 
aged, printed and published ; but to translate the word baptize to immerse, which all 
acknowledge to be its first, though not only meaning, is a crime of such magnitods 
even iu this liberal and benevolent a^e, that the Baptists who havo been guilty of ii^ 
are deemed worthy of excision ! Well may it be said, What ia man ! Cease ye from 
man whose breat)i is in his nostrils : for wherein is he to be accounted oft 

Yours afFectionatoly, 

W. YATES. 



LcUer from WUUam H. P^rtt^ to Uu EdUor of Uu Ckrutian WatrJiinan. 

Calcutta, Skpt. 10, 1636. 

Mr OBAB Christuiv Brotbsr, — I have just received your letter under date i3( 
the 14th May, and as there is a vessel advertised to sail for the United States in » d&y 
or twu, I lose nu time in replying to the query it conuina. 

Allow me then distinctly to state, and authorize you, if necessary, on my testimony, 
to assure the Christian public of America, tliat in every version of the New Tcstamoni 
which Dr. Carey translated or edited, he translated the Greek word baptizo by a word 
signifying to " dip."* He never merely transferred it. I believe, tiom his oft re^ 

* lo order to ba qmte eartain as it rsf iirds tha Bengalea version which was first execucitd, sad 
vkxh i)r. Ciiffy made the model of all his other trall^lutlOll•. I have ju»t examined all the editioas 
in my possttiMtoa. Among these is the very JursU published in 1S04, Uefurd the fonnHUoii of tha 
Ciilcutia Bible Society i the vocond, priiitod io 1813, the first he publinhfid nftor iisestJibli«hinenii 
and the Uut edKion, completed by him judt before his death, with two iniermediale ones, and find 
that ID ALL the word is fully translated by the word dauk or ** dip." It i* the ^am • iu the Hindai 
and tlie Mahratta. the only other Teri«ioiia I iiave by me for reference { sod Mr. Yates, whom I have 
Just MMta, auittv with mo in ajserting that it it the cawt in nW. 
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pCAl«<l tdtcWraUoDi, that he would bavo felt hiiuatlf criiuuial in doiag sa, wiUi tJlM 
irieivB which he entsrtained at to th< metning of the word, founded on ita iiiteqime- 
tion u ffiven in every Greek Lexicon (except in recent one*, when a natural deeiro u» 
juaufy toe preseni practice of our Pedobaptist brethren haa led to nuch interpretationa) 
on its use by Josephua,* (like the apusilea a Jew writing in the Greek language, and 
at the same period) in the tranalation of the word in the early Aaiatic Tersiona, and in 
many modern European ones, in the practice of the Greek Church from the earlieat 
periods, and in the early practice too of the church of England, and other churches 
wibrmed from the church of ilome^ — as evidenced by Urge Fonts for immeraiog in- 
fonts, and by the directiona of the rubric, as still preserved in the book of Common 
Prayer; and on the great cloud of witneaaea who, while they practsed sprinklings 
have admitted that it was a departure, though in their view an aJtUnoaJbU one, firom ths 
apostolical modc.f With views founded on these and other reasons, he waa firmly 
perauaded, that the intention of the Spirit oi Qod waa to describe and direct iimmMr' 
aaoM. And if so, why in this, any more than in the worda ** church,** ** congregation,*' 
"b:shop," '• bishopric," •' preabytcr," "deacon," *' deaconess," Ac, all equally 
affecting denominational views, and about the proper meaning of which tiiere is far 
gveater divoraitv of opinion,t should he smother the conviction; of his own minds arnl 
what he believed to be the voice of the Spirit of God 1 Mr. Chamberlain, our worthy 
Baptist brother, who translated the Now Testament into the Dcaj Bhasha dialect, •»• 
terod into the same views, and translated the word in the aame manner. Had eithsr 
of them not done so, I feel persuaded he would have felt himself exposed to the curse 
denounced against any man who ** takes away '* from the wotd of God*s prophecy, 
(Rev. 22 : 19 ) and considered himself an unfaithful and a traitorous translator. 

The same conviction of the nighty which, by the co!)stitution of the Bible Society, 
every one had to translate the Greek terms for baptism, as his conscience dictated, 
lus been emcrtainrd by eoer^ translator of tho Scriptures whom I know in this part of 
India, i^oat indeed have exercised that righL The excellent Henry Martyn, (whosA 
^induatani veraion of the N^w Teatament, waa the frst executed by a miniaisr not 
of our denomination,) translated — not /ra9ur/errei^-*the word, b th in the Hindustani 
«od Persian. So did Mr. Thomaaon, an Episcopalian clergymai;, and Secretary to the 
Oslcutts Bible Society, in his Arabic veraion ; and so haa dono Mr. Bowley, a Church 
oi England Miasiooary, in his Hindui veraion ; yea, strange to say, since tho Bibl* 
Society hern declined all aid to our Bengalee veraion, (though otherwise anxious i^ 
make use of it,) because we felt it our duty to tranalate the word by ** tmmsrse," ihtj 
have iasued a large edition of one of tho Hindustani gospels with the word translatsii 
by *' imjA," according to the views of our Pedobaptist brethren. I ;noDtifm tbiss 
»ot to blame the whole of the 0)mmittee, for many of them were ignorant of it ; 
Vat to show tho right which Mr. Bowley, who reviaed the aheeta, felt he bad, if btt 
cbose, to translate the word. 

Thfii American Bible Society, I have ever underatood, was formed on the aame 
pfinciplea aa the Britiah and Foreign Bible Society. Like it, it haa doubtless issued 
thousands of German and other Testaments, with the word translated by " immerse," 
and* a« in the former case, many of its tranalatora have felt ;hemaelvea at full liberty 
Hk translate the word according to their difierent viewa of its meaning. I had tber»- 
fofe certainly imagined, that ita managers would have moat^ cheerfully allowed th* 
Baptists to express in such copies of the Scriptures, as they required for distributioii, 
their own views of the question, leaving it to Pedobaptist translators, in the versions 
tkty required, to give what interpretation of the original word ihtir conaciencea dic- 
tated to be right But thia, I see, ia not allowed. A departure from the ordinal 
course, as underatood by many, with regard to foreign diatribution, ia now determined 
00 by the great majority. Be it ao— but aurely justice requires that aU parties should 
approve the change, or that when auch a principle ia established, those who do not 

* See Dr. Rylaad's ** Candid Statement.** 

tPor>o:i, late Professor of Greek in the Uuiveraityof Cambridgn ,and acknowledged by all com- 
petent Judfm to be the fir«t Greek scholar of hi< aire in Knrland, when asked on the meaning of the 



worU AopltM, replied, (thouih a Podobapliat,) that it would be abfurd to imHgine that it had oaj 
mtktr proper meaning thaa to '* dip enUrtly,*^ or plunge, or immerse — See Dow's Sermon on Bap 
iism, p. IS. ... 

t A was to be expected, since the Bible Society interfered about baptism, the words abo»a rs- 
ftrred to are bMome the sabjeet of dilBcuUy ( and brethren in India, iti»t«nd of transluting th» 
original terms for sU of them, are at tiiis moment about to introduce the Greek words into the na- 
tive tangoages. •• Calling,** " Election.*' " JiistificaUon,** •' Ewiomption,** &o. must in lime follow, 
and tbe ChrMtian Cbureb, in giving tlM New Testament* will tlien present to a haaihAS «>«<k^ 
altheiigh in his own language, perfectly uniotolligible to tbe beat \\xtottM^ ot ^* to«aVtT»«^ 
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«|>pr«vfi t)/ it> should be furninhed wiiU tbeir fuU compltmt&t of fiuidi, tbat t^ rnqr 
bo enabled to cany on tho work aiont. While I would not for a moment imagino tM 
decision of tho managers to be dictated by any bat the [rarest mottyea, yet it ia.cer- 
tainly open to severe animadversion. The present is but the commencement of a 
scene of interferences with the consciences of translators, which will ereotoaUy 
divide this noble specimen of Christian union, into fragments as numeroua aa there 
are denominations. This is a cause for deep regret, and on this account I deplore the 
atep now taken. On denominational grounds it gives me not the least anxioty. I 
fully believe it will be overruled for good. As one of your worthy corrcspondenta 
statea: "Tho American Baptists are o^/e to give the heathen the Scriptures traoa- 
lated in every language in the world ; " and I trust, that with the hope hereafter of 
vniitDg tlie English Baptists in the glorious work, they will at once make the attempt 
No one feels more delight than myself in union with other denominations, when it 
does not interfere with duty, but when, as in this case, our body is forbidden, uolest 
we pursue also separate measures, to exhibit, in the Scriptnres translated by ourselves, 
what we fully believe to be " tho truth as it is in Jesus,'* we have no alternative. 
Our Pedobaptist friends themselves, must expect from us, as conscientioos men, thit 
we should act in accordance with our principles ; and will venerate the self-denial and 
seal so consonant with our character aa faithful servanu of Christ, which distincK 
.^•ycrtions will elicit. I trust, therefore, you will all unite in makbg the •ffi»t, taA 
may great success attend it. Yours, 6lc. 

WILLUM H. PEARCK. 



From Afr. Malcoin to the President. 

Calcutta, OeroBsa 28, 1837. 

BcaR Bkotrsb, — I wrote you many weeks ago a full account of our printmg opera- 
tions in Bormah. Since my arrival in this city I have seen our American roligioiit 
papers, and learned the atate of the Bible question. If that letter has not yet been 
made a public use of, please consider it directed to our new society. 

Among all the argumentations and agitations of that Bible question, I am grieved and 
deeply mortified to find it continually taken for granted, that tbe Baptists, as such, have 
received aid from the American Bible Society.* The very reverse is true. All they 
have given us is little more than one-half of tbe legacies alone, left them by Baptists. 
Then add our life-memberships, and to those tbe immense sums coming into their trea- 
sury through auxiliaries, much of whose funds is from our persuasion. It is truly amas- 
ing that Baptists should so readily echo the sentiment that they had received iid from 
the American Bible Society. In withdrawing, they ought to claim a proper share of all 
the property of that society. It has been a joint-stock concern, and the capital should 
be fairly divided. The same generation is on the stage which founded the society. 
Any committee, therefore, going over the list of subscribers to the Society's house, 
life-members, directors, donors, dLC, may pick out the Baptists to a great extent. It 
ouffht to be done. 

The cause of God is certainly advancing in India, and the fruits of paat labonr begin 
to a|^ar. The number of native labourers is now very considerable. Thoueands of 

SMitb, once in our schools, despise Hindooism ; caste is every year growing weaker ; 
aropean influence is more salutary ; the English language is extendhig and opening 
our sciences to the natives — sciences which of themselves overthrow paganism. Bri- 
tish authority is spreading over tribes where hitherto missionaries dared not go. Vale- 
able books, such as Doddridge's Rise and Progress, my expurgated edition of tbe 
Imitation of Christ, Pilgrim's Progress, dec, beside many scientific works, have been 
translated into these languages ; manv little churches are formed, which we may hops 
will grow ; and other signs seen on tfic spot appear, which greatly encourage me uir 
missions. 

* It is questionable >^hether the American Bible Society ever gave any 
thing to us as Baptists; for the leading members of their Board or Managen, 
by whose influence the resolution was passed excluding our detiominatioB 
from farther participation in their funds, repeatedly declared ^* that they never 
would have appropriated a single dollar to the veraiobs made by our Minioo- 
MTJea, if th9y had known that pairn^u and its cognates had been translated.** 



16 

. I forward with thit ship a paper on ** Tfu Muiionary JUii m Bwrmaky^^ wbicb I 
hope mij be felt by our cbaicbea. It asks for oiu kumirii and Jifly num. Be u^tu- 
ed, it is a sober and very restricted application. The Lord send us energy ! 

The missionary corps here are much as usual. Mr. Pearce is about to visii 
England for his beslth. I am kept here agairwt mv will, waiting for a passage to Vizi- 
gapatam, to go to Mr. Day. My health has greatW euficrcd since arrivirig here, and 
at times have fesred I should have to take pasasge home. But I pray to be enabled to 
finii4i the work given to me to do. If so, more than a yesr Dni«t elapse before I can 
look towards home. With ^ery affectionate respect, I remain yours truly, 

HOWARD AULCOM. 



Letter from Mr. Pearce to the Preiident. 

C4LCUTTA, OCTOBBB 17, 183& 

My Dbir FatEKD and Bbothbb, — I wrote you a few days sgo in connexion with 
brother Yates, but think I may as well enclose the accompanying letter to Mr. Pac 
kard, which please to read and forward without delay. 

All information indeed must be required to steer your way wisely and triumphantly 
in your new course ; and it is not impossible that a sentiment inay be expressed, a 
fact stated, or a plan suggested in one letter, or by one correspondent, which may not 
■reach you from other sources. You will, I presume, by the time this reaches you, hvm 
seen my letter to Mr. Thresher, and in this case will notice that our excellent friend Dr. 
^harp was quite mistaken as to the plan pursued by Dr. Carey and his colleagues ; all 
of whom, as well as ourselves and almost all others in India, have trantUtled the word. 
I see in this mistake, and other circumstances, the overruling hand of the Lord, wh* 
haa permitted our brethren nnfriccdly to baptism, to carry their point, that in his own 
way he might establish and enlarge the influence of hia own blessed appointment. 
Brother Sutton is the only one with whom I am acquainted, that feela himself at 
liberty to transfer the term. His brethren take a different view of the esse ; and to 
will all who deeply consider their solemn responsibility, both as accountable for the 
tntSfk in this instance being expressed, and for not sanctioning a principle which may 
rob us of the Lord's Supper to please the Catholics, the atonement to satisfy the So* 
einians, and so reduce the Bible to a medley of unintelligible terms on all subjects of 
importance. The Lord bless you and your new institution. May all the American 
Bqitists aid its funds, and entreat for it God's blessing. May British Baptists follow 
your example ; and we shall have no reason to regret that by a rather urirgeneroos voter 
of our brethren, we were deprived of supplies from the American, as w^ll as the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society. Believe me, yours very affectionatelv, 

WM. H. PEARCE. 
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BAPTIST MISSION ROOMS, 
Boston, Mabcs 15, 1887. 



Rbv. Cbablbb G. Soxkebs, Cor. See. Am. and Por. Bible Society^ N. Y. 

Dbab Bbothbb,— The Baptist Board of Foreign Missions gratefully acknowledgt 
the additional erant of SoOOO from the Board of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, $2000 of the same bein^ appropriated for printing and circulating the Chi* 
nese scriptures ; $1000 for printmg and circulating the Karen scriptures ; $1000 for 
printing and circulatiog the Siamese scriptures, and $1000 for printing and circulating 
the Shyan scriptures. 

I need not assure yen that these appropriations will be faithfully applied, nor roquoat 
your prayers with oura, that they may greatly advance our common aim. 

In regard to China, I am happy to say the Board cordially respond to the views ex- 
pressed ni your late communication. Their attention has been for 8(>me time directed 
to that vast field for missionary effort, and measures have been put in train ior enter- 
ing into it at several distmct points. On the south at Bankok, three missionariea of 
the Board are in a course of preparation for the work, one of them already auificieotly 
familiar with the Chineae language to preach the gjomei, and to judge of the compara- 
tive faithfolneaa of the aeforal Chineae veraions ot the Scriptuxea. There is bIbo a 
Dueaionary printer, with a preiB« and other apparatua for printing in Chineia to Boch 
extent as may at preaeht be demanded, and ho time will be lost to secure ta it firoai 
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tim^ to time all requlaite eiUargemctit. The Board mdulffe the hope that in supplyhiff 
the Chinese with the preaehing of the word, and especially with copies of the sacrM 
ScripturoB on the south of China, in Siam and Cochin (Jhina, and the namexoof 
islands of the China Sea, thronged with Chinese emi^nts, they will he permitted to 
bear an e^oal part with the most favoured missionary mstitutiors. 

But it is on the southwest and western borders of -China that the Board look widi- 
peculiar interest. From the several stations in Burmah Proper, and the British Pro- 
vinces already occupied by missionaries, and from Zcuni^, and other interior logions 
of LaQd, where the Board contemplate the early establishment of others, and ttill more 
from tiie mission recently commenced in Assam, it is believed facilities exist and will 
arise for disseminating the word of God within the Chinese empire, aucb as at present 
can nowhere else be found. Whatever they may prove to bO) our reliance b on ihs 
grace of God. and the cordial co-operation of our brethren, that we shall not fail to im- 
prove them with an interest and fidelity corresponding in i6n\e measure to the blessed- 
ness of the privilege which they involve. God hath set before us an open door. Let 
it not be said that we are slow to enter in. Very afiectionately. Yours, 

L. BOLLES, Cor. Steruaay B. B, F. M, 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Mmuys r$e€i»€d 6y William Coloate, Treasurer of tke" American and Formgn 

Bible Society,'' 1837. 



Jan. 1837. 
PtaatooHit Bble Society 
Mm.G.N.filescker 
Qrleens Couuty Bible Society 
Remitted by Rev. A. Macl&y, on ac- 
count of his eolIectloDs 
OUver-tL Female Bible Society. N. Y. 
Members end Coufregation of tbs 

8aiuom-«t.Cli. Philadelphia 
Lake Barker, M. D. ... 
JL C by L. Barker .... 
Remittod by Rev. A. Maelay on ac- 

cooat of his collections 
Members of the Milesburg Ch. and 

Congregation 
Mllesbnrg Bible Society, Penn. 
Remitted by Rev. £. Kingsford, col- 

leeted from the following, viz. 
Baptist Church, Deerfield . $3 2S 
Harlow Hawley . . 1 00 

Cnnice Hawley . 1 00 

Isaac Wilson . . . 8 00 

D. Freeman . . 5 00 

Joel Bum 3 00 

Wm. Lee 1 00 

A Friend to the Bible cause . 3 00 
F. Edgbury .... 500 
A Friend to Faithful Translations 

of the Bible . . . , !i W 
Josiah Purdy . . . 5 00 

Mrs. Dorman . . fi 00 

** Rogers . . . 1 00 

Otsego Association . 494 S4 



Dtma. 
$60 00 
30 00 
174 00 

95 00 
407 00 

108 50 

120 00 

9 (JO 

965 00 

30 00 
90 00 



Wnreester Association Bible Society 

Alabama Biiile Society . 

Miss D. Cauldwill .... 

Feb. 

Rocky River and Port Associations 
Union Bible Society of the Beaufort 

District. S.C. 
Franklin Association Bible Society 
Rev. Amos Stephens . 

Wm. Lewis 

Edward Dexeter .... 
fla^hhvUle Church, by Orrin Wilbur 



537 46 
85 00 

U9 00 
10 00 

100 00 

IfiO 00 

908 75 

95 00 

500 

300 

830 



Fc». 

Mansville Church, by Orrin l^llrar 

Deacon A Sheldon do. 

Mis. a. Sheldon da 

Deacon Jouathan Webb do. 

Judson. Bible Society do. 

Bequest of Calvin Horr do. 

Livinnton Baptist Association 

Mrs. Bowen by Rey. £. Kingsford 

Joseph Hill do. 

Caroline aud fforkshire Chs. do. 

Samuel Haoley do. 

Second Bapt. Ch. Spencer do. 

Oiftbrd T. Booth do. 

Robt. C. Ellis do. 

Rev. Charles Randall de. 

Mrs. RheuaSkelding 

Remitted on account of collection by 
Rev. A. Maelay .... 

Cnurtland Asso. Bible Society 

New Jersey Bap. State Convention 

A. B. S. per G. M. Colgate 
March. 

Bible Society of the LaureDs*st Ch. 

Rev. John Blain, per L. Crawford . 

Bap. Ch. Gouverneur. p. E Kiugsi^rd 

St. Lawreuce Bible Society do. 

BaptiktCb.iii Fort Covington do. 

Rev. Edw. Kingsfoid, L. M. by W. 
H. Arvis 

Brother Humphrey, by E. Kingsford 

Deacoo Erastus Vilas, doi 

J. C. Lewis, . . .do. 

Rev. Henry Green, do. 

Edward Maddock . do. 

A Lady in Canada . do. 

Sansom-st Ch. Philadelphia • 

Deacon Wm. Mc Lellsn, pr. L. Craw- 
ford . . .... 

Baptist Ch. Mount f leaeaat, Pa. 

Bible Society, Albsny Co. and ▼!• 
cinity. bv Wm. Soulden, Trea. 

Northern Bap. Asio. Ills, per B. H 
Clift, Treaeuror .... 



t4tf 

30 01 
1.01 
501 

13 5? 
100 0» 

10 OB 
1 00 
5 00 

60 00 

aooo 

751 

30 00 

400 

a 90 

30 00 

717 30 

975 00 

69 90 

775 

30 00 
30 00 
33 81 
144 a 
15 U 



90 
I 
5 
S 
4 
1 
4 

11 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



500 
700 

900 01 

fyoi 
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WM. COLGATE, Esq. Tram§wrtr, 6 Duteh-atreM. 

Rev CHARLES O. 80MMER8, Ovrrnp^Uutg ficrftary^OOMediao»«t. M.T. 



XT "fhitf pnblleatioB is periodical, eenCaini a half sheet, tad the pellaia fer it^ Jlaih^W 
litmttea, is I l-t eante ; fer any distaooi ever 100 MlWi^ 1 M fiB» 
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Jolf, 1637. 



At the Iweoty-first anniTerBBTy, (ihe last) of the Ameriean Bible Society, 
the Hoc. John Cotton Smith, Prsflidsnl of Iha Society, beiug prersDted by 
the serere illneat of his CDnrcrt from attending the annoal meeting, Irana- 
mitted a written addreas, from which we here present an extract. The doco- 
ment, as a whole, does hoDfnir to the intelligence and piety of that diitingaished 
man, and as Baptista, we cannot but be gratified with the fnlloHing correct 
opinioLS — they are in perfect accordaace with the spirit and practice of Bap- 
liatssiDce the days of Christ, and no language could more forcibly describe 
the coarse pursued by our miaaionaries, in the woilc of iraaElating the Bible 
into tlie laoganges of heathen nationi. 

" Oar doty, my brsthim, is both imperatm uid plain. Fint, we are ' to circulate 
Ihe Holy Scriptures without note or comment,' whether in our own or a foieign 
tODgDD. We caDDOl be too particuler in idmouishing si) wlio receive our aid in lbs 
work of [rsnalstion, to conform faithfully and minutely to the onginala — to beware of 
incurring the awful guilt of adding to or tailing aught from the Divioe Word — to bear 
in mind Ihe momentona truth, that he who ia employed in tranifcrring tbe meeaagea of 
Heaven from their origiosli to anolhor language, ia bound to eierciae the aanie accU' 
"''■'■ ' inspired peni 



The following letter from a ministeiiog brother in New-Jersey, rerainda 
one of the alarm and oppoaiiion of the monks in 1474, when William Caxioii 
introduced the art of printing into England, and set up a press at Westmin- 
ster. His proceedings so much excited the fears of tbe men who had kindly 
undertaken to provide for tbe souls of all men, that they began to declaim 
against him. Their charge was, that s new language called the Greek had 
beeu discoTered, of which the people should beware, since it was that which 
produced all the heresies : that in this language was come forth a book called 
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the New Testament, M^hich was to be put into the bands of all the people ! 
And also that another language called the Hebrew bad been got up to mislead 
the souls of men. They were therefore cautioned to be on the look out, for 
" all who learnt it were turned into Hebrews." 

Cedarville, Dec. 3, 1636. 

Dear Brother — When I pioTidentially came to this place last June, I found the 
whole community in a state of extreme agitation, and the theme of all conversation 
was, the New Baptist bible ; almost every hour I was asked the question, "have you 
seen the new Baptist bible 1*' — and when I replied negatively, together with the decla- 
ration that I had not heard there was such a *' new bible," the inquirers were aMonish- 
cd to think of my coming direct from Philadelphia to this remote place, without see- 
ing ur knowing any thing of '* that sacrilegious attempt to make a new bible" — and 
that the said Baptist bible was now in circulation The effect which these, reports 
had. was of an unhappy nature. The Baptist cause was at a low ebb. The few 
Baptists themselves were almostj-etidy to believe that there was indeed a new Bible 
to be imposed upon them by a **■ Baptist ecclesiastical council," of the nature of "the 
General Assembly," or "the General Conference," so boldly were these repoits 
uttered. The friends of the Baptist cause began to regret that they had declared 
themselves friendly to such innovators ; every thing looked glottmy — and I felt that it 
was high time to examine into the thing. I asked where the reports came from, and 
they were all traced to Mr. * * *f n Methodist local preacher, who was very busy in 
riding throughout the whole country, spreading the report ; and not content with 
endeavouring to make enemies to the Baptist cause, in one instance, he went to the 
house of an old Baptist lady, who is in her dotage, and told her that the Baptists were 
making a new bible, and that they were going to take all the old ones from their mem* 
bers. This good old sister, who was very much attached to her old fashioned Baptist 
bible, was nearly frantic at the thought of losing her bible, aLd declared that they 
should never helve it ; for she "would hide it and fight for it." This is but one in* 
stance out of many of a similar kind. I sent to this " Alexander the Coppersmith,'* 
a copy of the constitution of the American and Foreign Bible Society, and positiv^y 
contradicted the reports in circulation, and scon convinced the reasonable part of the 
people of the absurdity of the thing from the nature of the Baptist churches, each 
being iNDEPL^NDKNT. Auothcr report which this man circulated, was that the Baptists 
already had a translation of the JNew Testament, which they had adopted, and that it 
was by Alexander Campbell, a Baptist preacher of Virginia. I soon let them into the 
real secret, that the honesty of such men as Drs. Campbell and Macknight, of the 
church of Scotland, would not allow them to transfer a word that could be translated. 

These statements had the desired effect ; the matter soon died away, and those 
who for a time were prevented from uniting with the Baptists by these reports, have 
since come out and jomed us. 

The community having heard so much on the subject of the " new bible," I have 
been at some pains to disseminate information on the subject of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society — and since they have an understanding of the subject, they 
have felt an anxiety to do something for the cause. Pursuant to public notice, the 
ladies in the boui^ds of this church and congregation, met on Thursday evening, De- 
cember 1st, and organized the " Cedarville Female Bible Socie^^ auxiliary to the 
American and Foreign Bible Society." 

E. D. FENDALL. 

The above communication discloses the hostility of a professed minister 
of Christ, from whom we might have hoped for better things. But this spirit 
is in perfect keeping with the opposition of the human heart to the simple 
truth of the Bible, in every age. When the celebrated Erasmus pablished 
the New Testament in its original language, the University of Cambridge 
absolutely forbad the use of it. ** These," says he, '* object to us the feigned 
Authority of Synods, and magnify the great Peril of the Christian Faith and 
the Danger ef the Church, which they pretend to support. And these Cla- 
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moars they disperse among the ignorant and saperstitioas Populaoe* with 
whom, having the Reputation of being great Divines, they are very loth to 
have their Opinions called in question, and are afraid, thai when they quote 
the Scriptures wrong, Ss they often do, that the Authority of the Greek and 
Hebrew should be cast into their teeth, and that by and by, that should appear 
to be a mere Dream, which was by them given out for an oracle.'* Accord- 
ingly, the vicar of Corydon in Surry, is said to have expressed himself to 
the following purpose, in a sermon which he preached at Paul's Cross about 
this time. " We must root out Printing, or Printing will root out i«." 
Query — Is not the course uniformly adopted by our paedobaptist friends a 
practical exemplification of the learned vicar's precautionary determination \ 
We must root out Believers* Baptisiri, or that will root out Infant sprinkling. 
Cavendo Tutus. 



OPINIONS OF BAPTISTS RESPECTING THE DtTTY OF THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN 

BIBLE SOCIETT. 

The following quotations are selected from the minutes of Baptist Associa- 
tions, as an expression of the views which are generally entertained as to the 
extent of the field of the American and Foreign Bible Society's operations. 

The Committee on Bible translation and distiibntion of the Hudson River Baptist 
Association, assembled at Mount Pleasant, June Slst,^ 1837, presented the following 
preamble and resolutions, which were adopted. 

That since the last session of this body, a numerous convention of the denomination 
assembled at Philadelphia, and after a free and full discussion of the whole subject, 
approved of the incipient organization at New- York ; and that so far as the sentiments 
of the denomination have been elicited, the American and Foreign Bible Society has 
received their cordial approbation. Therefore, 

1. Resolved^ That this association most cordially approve the acts of the late Bible 
Convention at Philadelphia, in the organisation of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, embracing the principles of the incipient organization, under the same title at 
New- York. 

2. Retolted, That in the opinion of this association, the King of Zion has already 
determined the bounds of the American and Foreign Bible Society's operations, by 
the unqualified declaration which prescribes the sphere of Christian duty, in view of the 
moral destitution of the whole human family — " The field is the world." That there 
is much cause for mutual congratulation and fervent gratitude to God, in the loud and 
cheerful response of the denomination to this call of heaven ; and that in their success- 
ful translations of the Bible, into the language of more than one half of the nations of 
the earth, we can clearly perceive the indications of that divine favour, that has in 
every age distinguished the Baptists as the advocates and defenders of the truth and 
ordinances of God. 

3. Resolved, That whereas the churches of this association did, in their session of 
1836, unanimously ** pledge the prayers and pecuniary resources of this body in sup* 
port of the American and Foreign Bible Society,'' it is earnestly hoped, that thoy will 
redeem that pledg;e, by liberally contributing as the Jjord has prospered them, to sus* 
tain that Society in its magnificent enterprise of holy benevolence. 

B. T. WELCH, CAatrman. 



Ashford Baptist Association, Connecticut. 

I. ** Resolv€d,Ths.i this Association are highly gratified to learn, that, as the 
result of the Convention recently held in Philadelphia, a society for the trans- 
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lating, printing, and circulating the Sacred Scriptures was formed, to be known 
by the name of * The American and Foreign Bible Society.* It is their fervent p^yer 
that the blessinff of Almisrhty God may rest upon the work of thoir hands. 

2. '* J^esolved, That under existing circumstances, in oar opinion, it is the duty of 
the Baptist denominatum to embrace the whole world as the field of their future ope- 
rations. 

3. ** Resohedt That we appoint J. Chaplin, D. D. Rev. H. Fitts, Rev. B. Cook, 
jnn. Re?. N. D. Benedict^ and U. Rider, Esq. to represent this body in the Convention 
to convene the last Wednesday in April, 1838, in the Oliver-atreet Church, N. Y. 

" B. COOK, Jr. ChairmoM,'* 



The following resolution was passed by the New* York Bsptist Association, at 
its late anniversary. May 30, 1837. 

Resolved^ That this association, recognising the unspeakable importance of ffiving 
to the whole world, with the least possible delay, the entire word of God, faiukfuUy 
translated, regard, with the most hvely interest, the organization of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society by the Bafitist denomination — and do most earnestly recom- 
mend to the churches of this body, and to the religious community in general, to adopt 
the most efficient means to supply the treasury of the society with ample funds, for the 
distribution of the Holy Scriptures. 



From the Minutes of the Fifth Anniversary of the Monongahela Baptist Association, 

Restdtedf That we cordially approve of the late organization of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, which we regard as cdUKtituted iiTobedience to the providence 
of God, calling our denomination to endeavour, by unfettered and untrammelled ac- 
tion, to give the Bible, in true and faithful versions, unto all the natiofis of the earth. 



\ 



Virginia and Foreign Baptist Bible Sixiety. 

This Society celebrated its anniversary in the meeting-house of the First Bap- 
tist Church, Rinhmond, June 6th, 1837. The President, Col. Alexander 
Fleet, in the Chair. An interesting report was read by Bi other Ryland, after 
which the following resolutions were passed, with a unanimity of sentiment 
and ardour of feeling, which evinced the determination of the brethren to la- 
bour efficiently in the Bible cause. 

Resolved, That we cordially approve the formation of the American and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, by the Bible Convention which met in Philadelphia, April 26, 1837, and 
that this society become auxiliary to that institution. 

Resolved, That seventeen delegates be appointed to attend the anniversary meeting 
of the American and Foreign Bible Society the last week in April, 1838, and that they 
be instructed to reconunond to the society to engage in tlie work of Home as well as 
Foreign distribution. 

The last Resolution was moved by Brother Cone, President of the Parent Society, 
who addressed the meeting upon the leading topics connected with the prmt- 
ing and circulation of the Scriptures, both at home and abroad. He dwelt particularly 
upon the fact, that the friends of the society, upon whom its responsibilities had offi- 
cially devolved, were convinced that the perpetuity and extensive usefulness of the in- 
stitution could not be reasonably anticipated, if its operations should be limited to nar- 
rower bounds than those prescribed by the God of the Bible— "The rtCLD is tbb 
Woato." 



i 
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Extract from the First Annual Report of the Stanton-street Bible Soeuty^ auxiliary 

to the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

It will doubtless be conceded by every Christian, that one grand instrument in the 
hands of God of hastening the fulfilment of the positive declarations of him who has 
spoken, and who will bring them to pass, is the printing and distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures in the various languages spoken by the inhabitants of the different parts of 
the earth, so that each one may read in his own tongue wherein he was born th« won- 
derful works of God 

And in reference to this glorious design, it appears to an attentive observer of th« 
signs of the times, that the providence of God has opened a wide field of usefulness to 
the denomination to which we are attached^ and has laid upon us a corresponding de- 
gree of responsibility and obligation to occupy till he comes. And for the pnrpose of 
cultivating this field of labour, a number of the disciples of Jesus who have hearts to 
feel for the wants of the destitute, have formed an association denominated the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society, the sole object of which is to endeavour to advance 
the interests of the Redeemer's kingdom, and to bring men to the knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus Christ. 

Immediately after the formation of this society, an auxiliary association was formed 
in this congregation, denominated the Stanton-street Baptist Bible Society, the firrt 
anniversary of which we celebrate this evening. On reviewing the operations of this 
society during the past year, wo have reason to thank God and take courage. Oar 
brethren and friends have come up promptly to our aid, and evinced a disposition to 
do what they could in this holy cause ; — and while we lament that we have done com- 
paratively so little during the year, we cannot refrain from expressing a hope, that by 
the continued blessing of him who has called us to labour in his cause, the year 
upon which we have entered, will be marked with results which will redound to the 
glory of God, and to the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom in the world. 



BUBMAH. 

in Burmah the desire for the gospel is so intense, that they oflen come forty or fifty 
miles on foot through deserts, the haunts of the tiger, to attend its ministrations. 
The missionaries on their tours, are sometimes received with songs and gladness. 
Mr. Wade, was once on entering a large village, met by a company of young maidena 
singing words to the following import : 

" The Lord his messenger has sent. 
And he himself will soon appear. 
The Burman priests— their day is spent. 
The priests of God his standard rear.^ 

Nine-tenths of the whole male population can read ; and they read with much care 
such religious books as are given them by the missionaries. One of our brethren on a 
tour to a distant part of Burmah, was told that a man had just died in great peaea^ 
trusting in a low religion. He repaired to the place, and found clasped in his hands, 
disposed on his lifeless breast, a Christian tract ; which had revealed to him a Saviour, 
and opened to his departing soul a blessed immortality. 

BIAM. 

Brother Wm. Dean writes from Bankok, on the 10th December, 1836, as follows : 
— ** The heathen are willing to receive Christian books. We have a population of 
more than five hundred thousand people, composed of Chinese, Malays. Burmese, Pe- 
guans, &c. ; and probably few among the whole would refuse a book when offered, and 
many, prompted by curiosity, are eager to obtain them. Besides these, we are annu- 
ally visited by several thousand Chinese, who come in junks from the different parts of 
China Proper, Hainam, Batavia, Singapore, &c. We also have an opportunity of 
sending books by native hosts up to luthia, (the old city) and to other places on the 
river and canals about the country." 



BIBLB S0C19TT AT FERNBT. 

A Bible Society was some years smce established at Femey, once the residence of 
Voltaire — the prince of infidels. This noble enterprise for the propagation oi the Chris- 
tian religion, is said to have been commenced by the Baron de Stael, and a few zealous 
Christians in that place. In the history of Bible Societies, this is tiolv ^ ^Q^Euanitii^ 
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event. That the antidote ihoald issue from the veiy spot whence the poison of infi- 
dehty was for so many years disseminated ; and that the advocates of Christianity 
should in that very place print and circulate the sacred volume, as a sufficient shield 
against the misrepresentations and sophistry with which he had there assailed divine re- 
velation, are events which that brilliant Frenchman would have pronounced impossible. 
" There" said a friepd, to Rev. W. Acworth, when in France, ** this is the room whore 
Voltaire's plays were acted, for the amusement of himself and his friends."— But now 
converted into a repository for Bibles. Oh * that the gifted infidel could have been 
there, to witness the result and repent of his ratiocinations respecting the downfall of 
Christianity. But, there is a point beyond which even divine forbearance does not 
extend. 



Circular of the BibU Convention^ held in Philadelphia^ to the Baptist Ckureket 

throughout the United Stout, 

Dear Brbthbbn, — At the recent Bible Convention assembled in this city, churches, 
associations, conventions, and societies of the Baptist denomination^ from twenty-thtee 
of the United States, and the District of Colombia, were represented by an ag^^[ata 
amount of numbers and intelligence, unequalled probably, in the past history of cor 
advancement After much prayerful deUberation, a very Ratifying degree of unani* 
mity was manifest in reference to the importance of a distinct Bible organization, to 
furnish the requisite means for distributing faithful translations of God's word in foreigii 
languages. 

As a matter oi comprondsey it was unanimously agreed to confine the operations <tf 
the society which has been organized by the Convention, during the ensuing year, to 
the circulation of the Sacred Scriptures in foreign tongues ; and in the mean time to 
solicit the denomination throughout our land, to send up to the first annual meeting of 
the Society in New- York, the last week in April, 1838, their views as to the dut^uf 
the society to engage in home distribution after that period. The following are the 
resolutions passed by the Convention on this subject. 

1. ** Resolved^ That under existing circumstances, it is the indispensable duty of 
the Baptist denomination in the United States, to organize a distinct society for the 
purpose of aiding in the translation, printing, and circulation of the Sacred Scriptures. 

2. ** Resolvedy That this organization be known by the name of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

3. ** Resolved^ That the society confine its efforts, during the ensuing year, to the 
circulation of the word of (lod, in foreign tongues. 

4. ** Resolved^haX the Baptist denomination in the United States be affectiooatetv 
requested to send to the society, at its annual meeting, during the last week in April, 
1838, their views as to the duty of the society to engage in the work of home distribution. 

6. ** Resolved^ That a Committee of twenty-four members, one from each state, be 
appointed to draft a constitution, and nominate a Board of officers for the ensuing year.** 

In accordance with the last of these Resolutions, a Constitution has been adopted, 
and the officers of the society for the ensuing year have been appointed. The seat of 
its operations is fixed in the city of New- York, and the undersigned, in obedience to 
the direction of the Convention, beg leave, with respectful earnestness, to call the early, 
enlightened, and candid attention of all the Baptist churches in our country, to the 
question submitted to their decision in the 4th Resolution. 

Without attempting to enumerate the reasons which require to be taken into ac- 
count in forming an accurate judgment, we may here be permitted to remark, that 
sufficient time and opportunity will be allowed to all our churches, to form and express 
such a decision as they think most in accordance with facts and duty — best adapted to 
honour God, and bless a ruined world. That you may be guided aright in this impor- 
tant question, and especially that you may not fail to send your views as above ro- 
quested, either by delegates or by letter [addressed to the Corresponding Secietary of 
the American and Foreign Bible Society, N. Y.] was the earnest desire of the Con- 
vention, by whose order and in whose behalf we beg leave affectionately to salute yon, 
as Your Brethren in Christ Jesus. 

RUFUS BABCOCK, Jr.. President. 
Baroh Stow, } Secretaries of the 
AoiEL SaKMwooD, 5 Cottvenhon. 

PkHmdeipkia, Ma^ I, 1687. 
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In tho list of Life Members published by the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
the name of Rev. Samuel Aaron, Burlington, N. J. was omitted, but it will be in- 
serted in the next Annual Report. The Bible Society for Albany County and its 
Ticinity, auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society, was not announced in 
the list of auxiliaries published in the Annual Report of the American and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, owing to an informality, in not furnishing the requisite information to the 
Corresponding Secretary. The name will be incorporated in the next report of the 
society. We would again respectfully state, that all letters relating to travelling agen- 
cies, the formation and management of Auxiliary Societies, delegations to annual meet- 
ings, requests for donations, <&c. should be directed to the Rev. Charles G. Summers, 
Corresponding Secretary of the American and Foreign Bible Society, 82 Madison- 
street, New- York. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Moneys received by William Colgate, Treasurer of the " American and Foreign 



Jpril 1837. 
Clinton Bible Society, J. Foote, Tren- 

sui'er, per E. Brisht 
O. Piatt, Adrian, At T. per E. Bright 
•ceulien Asso. A. Stanton, Tr. do . 
A. GUIett, Rote, .... 
Bible Society of Burnt Hilla, per J 

F. Kinf aley • . . . . 
Raraitted per H. Miller, Cincinnati, on 

ac*t. of coll. by Rev. A. Maclay 
Bapt YoHth's Burman Bible t'oc. con> 

neeted with the Oliver-st. Church 
Hartford Bible Soc Ind. per £. Ferria 
Gettrral Association, do do 

Lang hery Bible Soc A. Churchill, Tr. 

per E. Ferris, 
Cadarvilie Bible Soc. per C. D. Fendall 
Btt»le Soc. of Broome-st church. N. Y. 
Onttda Welsh Bapt. Bible Soc. per 

Rev. T. Roberts 
Saratoga Springs Bible So. S. Cole,Tr. 
Clifton Park Bible Soc. do 

Salem Association, Ky. by Rev. E. 

Wiseman .... 
ffible Association of the Bapti«t8 of 

Tennessee, per Rev. R. B. C. Howell 
BiAT. A. Maclay, ou ac'l of his collec- 
tions, remitted by R. B. C Howell, 
Baptist Church at Orange, N. Y. per 

W. A. Lain 

E. C. Griswold, Benton, Ohio . 
Baptist Bible Soc. Great Valley, Pa. 
. L Pugh, Treasurer . 
Bap. Church and Association, Bridge 

water, Pa. per M. S. Wilson 
Rev. A. Maclay, on ac't of his collect's 

remitted pttr J. Lacy, Tuscnloosa 
Burlinrton Bible Soc. per C. Walker 
Rev. D. Cutler, per J. Moss, by do . 
Bible Soeiety of the South Baptist ch. 

W. Tracy, Treasurer 
Northern Bapt. Association, Illinois . 
Brodolbane Bible Soeiety per Rev 

•W Eraser • . . . . 
Aikeas Bible Society 
Shaftsbury Centre Bible Society, .per 

C. G. Sommers ... 
A ftiend in the interior of N. Y. per 

Dr. Going .... 
Seneca Asso.Bib. So. pr J. M'LalIen,Tr 
Bib Soc. of the IsL Bap. ch. Hamilton, 

per Rev. A. Perkins 
3d Bap. ch. Dover, by S. Mabbath 
Albany County Kble Soc. from the 

Bapr. Ch. West Troy . 



$25 75 

3 00 

23 00 

3 00 

38 00 

900 00 



35 00 

9 75 

18 13 


40 63 
10' 00 
63 00 


42 01 
12 25 
15 05 



71 00 

36 00 

510 00 

13 50 
300 

30 00 

12 00 

270 00 

217 25 

30 00 

260 00 
16 00 

32 00 
38 70 

136 00 

10 00 
170 75 

311 00 
20 00 



Bible Society,*' 1837. 

Franklin Asso. Bib. Soc from the 

Bapt. Ch. in Butternuts, by H.Garlick 
Bib. Soc of the Hamilion Institution, 

E. P. Salisbury, Tr. 
Female Miss'y Soc of South Baptist 

Church Mrs. C- G. Sommers, Treas. 
Norriiitown Bapt. Church, Penn. 
Rev. J. J. Woolsey, by S. D. Pbillipa 
Ch. at Ballston Spa, by C. B. Keyes 
Bible Soc. of the Oatario Association, 

by Thomas Oltley, Treasurer . 
Onondaga County Baptist Bible Soc. 

M. Gilbert, Treasurer . 
Bible Soc of Tioga and Broome 

counties, A. Wonlverton, Treasurer 
Bap. Ch. Vincent, Chester county, Pa 
Pawtucket Bible Society . 
Courtlaud Asao. Bible Soc- per Rev. J. 

W. Taggart 

Oneida Co. Bible Soc per W. Hobby 

Am well Baptist Church 

Rev. A. Maclay's collect's, remitted 

per Rev. R. T. Dillon, by the hands 

of Rev. A. Bennett 
Madecon Co. Bible Soc per Rev. J. 

Niekerson .... 
Albany Co. Bible Soc contrib. by the 

Schenectady Baptist Church 
Rensselaer Co. Bible Soc contrib. by 

1st Bap. ch. Troy, E. Oatrauder, Tr. 
Eaton Bible Soc. Luzerne Cc Pa. by 

W. K Mctt .... 
Sisters Worr&ll St Skinner, Luzerne, 

by W. K. Mott, 
Bapii^t Ch. Pleasant Valley. N. Y. 
Pituburg and Alleghany town Union 

Bible Soc by Rev W. Shadrack 
Baptist church ^nd eong. Poiighkeepsle 

by Rev. E- W. Dickinson 
Great Valley Bap. ch.Pa. pr L.FIetcher 
Baptist Church, Amenia, Dutchess Co. 

per Rev. L. W. Webster 
Eliza M. Kctchum .... 
John Tubor, $3, Mrs. Jane Tabor, $1 
Females of 2d Baptist Ch. and cong. 

Wilmington, Delaware . 
Miss Hannah Nichols, Bridgeport . 
Mrs. Lydia Sherwood, Southiwrt 
Cincinnati Bap3ib. So. per J. B. Cook 
Bethel church, Hamilton Co. Ohio 
Bible Soc of Albany Co. and vicinity, 

W. SoulUen, Tn per B. Wine|ar . 
Bap. eh. and cong. at Scotch Plains . 
Bapt. Ck. in SandisfiflUi« Betka C^ , 
3a 63 I Bible 8ociB\7,Y.^Tt-m«c»., ^ 



#15 35 

190 00 

90 00 
30 00 
30 00 
19 10 

291 90 

783 7f 

111 00 
65 23 
60 00 

84 12 

85 00 
36 25 



60 00 
610 00 

90 00 
405 00 

13 03 

2 75 
90 00 

130 00 

43 00 
11 93 

180 00 
500 
400 

55 00 
90 00 
90 00 
500 
30 00 
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8 00 
30 00 
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Geoesee Co. Bible Soc. contributed by 

the Perry Bap. ch. and Le Roy Bap. 

eh. per Rev. W. Arthur 
F. A. rhenix, per do 
Mrs. Mace do 

Mias Chamberlain, We8tche.«ter, Peon. 
Oaweiro Co. Bible So pr J. Waterman 
Females of Bap ch. Marcus Hook, Pa 
Lewis Bond, Burtee Co. N. Carolina 
Bap. church, Keeseviile, Clinton Co. 
Bap. ch. Le Ray, per Kev.T.A. Warner 
1st BapL ch. Cohansey, N. J. per Rev. 

H. Smalley .... 
Cnmberlau'l-st. ch. Norfolk, Va. per 

Rev. Ja^. S. Baker . 
Sundry collections by the Rer. Thoe. 

Mason in North and South Carolina 
Rev. R. Proudfoot, by S. Williams, 

HuntiufTton Co. Pennsylvania 
Shaver's Creek Church do 
D. Williams do . 

Whipoorwill ch. Logan Co. Ky. per 

Rev. K. T.Anderson 
Sulphur Sprinifs ch. Simpson Co. do 
Hopewell ch. Robinson Co. Tenn. do 
Pleasant Grove church, Ky. per do 
K. Warden, per R. T. Anderson 

C. Owens, do 

Virginia E. Shore Bib. So. by W.Laws 
. Pittsburg and Alleghany town Union 

Bible Soc by Rev. S. Williams . 
Rev. John Thomas .... 
Rev. Samuel Love, missionary of the 
^ Tennessee Baptist Stato Convention 

May, 
Salem tiaptl^t Church, New^Jersey . 
Rev. Michael Quin .... 
First Baptu>t Church, Cape May 
Abington Baptist Asso. R. Grenell, Tr. 
Bethany Baptist ch. Pa. do 

Ce«lar Creek Bible Society, per Rev. 

L Culpepper 

Deep Creek church and cong. per do 
Washington Bible Soc. per Rev. O. B. 

Brown • . <. . 

Parkersburg Bible Society, Virginia, 

per Rpv. H. Geer . 
Rev. A. Dana . 
Marietta Baptist Church, Ohio 
Mm White. Ohio 
Roanoke AAsociat'n,Va. per J. G. Mills 
Baptist Female Uible Association, 

Philadelphia, Mrs. Jones, Treasurer 
Baptist Church. Navy Yard, Washing 

ton city, per R. P. Anderson 
Baptist Ch. in Antwerp, per E. Havens 
Munroe Co. Bible Society per E. Lyon 
A Friend in 01iver>street 
A Fiiend in Harwick, pr Rev. S. Ewer 
Missionary Bos in the Baptist church, 

Harwick. per Uev. S. Ewer 
Mr. Pearsail, Blichigan, pr Rev.J.Booth 
Rev. W. Taylor. 
H. W. Vaughan, 
Rev. S. Goodman, 

D. B. Brown, 
Rev. J. Booth, 
Rocky River Asso'n, per Cyrus Austin 
Portage Association, per do do 
8. Mulford, Salaiu, N. J. per Rev. VL 

Wilkes 

Females of the Baptist Church and 

conrrcgation, Staten Island 
Rev. Daniel Hascall, amount of his 

oollections as agent 
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do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


du 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 



$257 59 

50 

1 00 

5 00 
55 00 
30 00 
10 00 

9 75 

8 00 

89 15 
106 50 
225 34 

30 00 

6 75 
3 00 

6 75 
12 75 
14 90 
42 00 

5 00 

3 00 

60 00 

46 75 
5 00 

45 50 

62 00 
30 00 
25 87 
44 75 

7 00 

25 00 
10 00 

100 00 

30 00 
50 00 
65 50 

9 00 
129 60 

654 52 

25 00 

800 

500 00 

10 00 

5 35 

9 65 
10 00 
10 00 
10 00 
30 00 
30 00 
10 00 
136 00 
54 00 

5 00 

30 00 

579 915 



Cham plain Baptist Conventi(», by W. 

L Cutting .... 
Female Baptist Bible Society of the 

2d Baptist ch. Phila. per T. I Kitu 
Harwich, Vermont, Baptist church, 

per L. P. Prfrks 
Noise Creek Bible Soc. per G. B. Davis 
Illinois Bapt. Convention, pr J. Sweet 
Upper Alton Bible Soc. per G. Hascall 
Chautauqua County Assa pr J. Moore 
Chenango Association Bible Society, 

K. Main. Trea^urer 
Female Bible Soc Of the Ist Baptisi 

church. Newark, Mrs. Ward, Trees. 

per J. Vanderpool 
Kiogsville Baptist church, Ashtabula 

county, Ohio, per G. Brown . 
Jefferbou Bap. Church do . . 
Kliza Hollman do 

Individuals in Mecca, Trumbull County 

Ohio, per Dea. O. Brainard, per G. 

Brown 

Alrich Hulibell, Utica 
Utica Bible Society per A. Hubbell 4 
Baptist Church. Dexter, Michigan . 
Rev. J. Healey Baltimore, pr S.H Cone 
Connecticut State Bible Society, per 

J. B. Gilbert, Treasurer 
Mohecan Baptist Association. Ohioi, by 

Rev. I. G. Jones, per J. Lnrweil, Em|. 
Titus Post, Oneida Co. pr E.Kingaford 
Collection at Rome do do 

<Jollection at Waterville do 

W. Chitmpion, Oneida do 

Baptist ch. at Clinton do 

Elder Hou»ton, Frankfort do 

Elder Eaton, on acc't of N. Green, dee. 

late of Paris, Oneida Co. do 
A. M. Beebee, Utica do 

D. Bennett do do 

E. Bright, Jr. do do 
Dea. Sterry do do 
Church in Salisbury, Herkimer, do 
Do Norway do do 
Do Schuyler, additional, do 
Do Augusta, Oneida, do 
Do Macedon, Wayne Co. do 
Dea. A. Spear do do 
Female at Clinton, a gold ring do 

Jwne. 
Fredonia Baptist church, per Rev. 

B. N. Leach ..... 
A Lady, by A. M. Beebee 
2d Baptiiit Church. Middletown, N. J. 

per kuv. D. Duubar . . • 
Baptist Church, Huntington, L. L per 

Kev. D. Dunbar ... 
Stanton-st. Bap. Bible Soc D. Ladlam, 

Treasurer .... 
Beech Woods Bible Society, Pa. per 

Rev. S. Miles 

Mouongahela Bapt Association *&bl« 

Society, per B. Allen 
Plymouth Co. Mass. Bapt. Miss. Soc 

L. Peirce, Treasurer 
W. L Clark, per W. Williams 
A Sister in Moyainensing Baptist ch. 

Philadelphia, by Mrs. E. C. Alien 
Ambrose Baker, per Rev. 8. H. Cone 
Adam Van de Boe do 

Poughkeepsie Baptist Church do 
Weatkill Bap. ch. Lexington, do 

Total 



$30 82 


21 50 


25 00 

26 00 
35 00 
10 00 
73 73 



190 00 



50 00 

46 25 

10 00 

200 



10 00 
30 00 
40 00 
12 00 
30 00 

1000 00 

-11 75 

5 00 

15 00 

90 00 

500 

750 

17 50 

1»00 

90 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

70 00 

900 

ISO 

650 

30 00 

30 00 



900 
500 

17 00 

300 

60 00 
500 

90 00 

75 00 
30 00 

19 90 

30 00 

30 00 

800 

7 41 
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Rev. CHARLES G. SOBIMERS, Corresponding SecreUuy, 82 Madisoo-st N. Y. 
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PROTEST OF THE BRITISH BAPTISTS. 

In March lut, a depatation from the Londoa Board of Baptin HiniaterB 
had an interriaw with the cominiitee of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, Lord Bexley, the preaident, in ihe chair. The object of the deputatioa 
was, to preMnt a protest, signed by nearly lu: hundred Baptist Miniateist 
against the lesoktioa of the Committee, to withhold the Society's BSsietanM 
in the publication of the Baptist Missionaiiea' Bengalee lersion of the Nsw 
Testament, because they had rendered tlje word baptizo and its derivatiTSsi 
by words in that language equivalent to immerse, immersion, &c. The Rev. 
Dr. F. A. Cox assured the commitlee that be and hia brethren came, not to 
foment discord, bat to promote peace. Rev. Mr. Brandram, and Rev. John 
Clayton, Junr- interposed their objections, aod Ihe subject was adjourned to 
■ future day. At a aabaeqaest meeting of the Conamiltee (Board) of the & 
and F. B. S. the following docnroent was again submitted and read r 

PROTEST. 



tealimony agsinsl iha ReBolution of tlie Cammittee of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, rerusmg aid to ibe'Bengilee tnaalilioaaf ihs Ifsn TeHament, executed by 
theBtptist Mieaionsrie* at Calcutta, because " the imrda for baptize, &c., ue reo- 
dered bj worda signlfyittg Immertion;" ud uaderatanding that grants to aeveral of 
the Veislons prepared by ^ lata veuer^lB Dr. Carey have long bsen auspendad OQ 
the ume ground ; submit the fallowing statement to the membere of that Socien, 
and deliberatelj publish it to ^e world as an act to which tbej are impelled by ■ faillH 
ful regard for tho inlerests of truth. 

In canueaa with their feUon Cbnstisna, they have been aRcnatomed cheeifelly to 
laboDi in the ranks of the British and F«Teign.Bible Society, and will yield to none in 
sincere and aident attachment to its catholic conatitulioa uuL luhVe ^xiu^ 'V^is- 
baraiejoiEediniUpniapehtrwitfahoiMatdebcibt', haiei^wi^iSiaMiSiv" ""- ' 
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i^ith unafiected soirow ; and with lively gratitude have glorified God, because he bM 
given it the pre-eminence over all kindred institutions, and crowned its efforts with 
unexampled success. 

It is, consequently, with deep regret that they feel themselves called upon to ex^ 
press their conviction of the unsoundness pf the principles on wiiich, in the present 
instance, its Committee has acted. They would gladly have continued in quiet and 
unobtrusive co-operation with it in their respective circles, each, accoiding to his abi- 
lity, promoting its object, and all loving its unsectarian spirit. But in the present 
crisis they cannot be silent. They can be no parties to what appears to them a depart- 
ure from the original integrity of its proceedings, nor can they witness an attempt to 
evade translation, and thus to conceal from the heathen a portion of the word of God,^ 
without lifting up their solemn remonstrance against it. 

From the correspondence which has passed on this subject between the Baptist 
Missionary Committee and the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
fhey perceive that every proper method has been employed by the former, bnt em- 
ployed in vain, to prevent the conclusion which has a^ lengrth been reached ; and na 
hopo being now leu of inducing an alteration in this decision, they solemnly enter 
their proibst agdnst it. ' ^ 

First, Because in their estimation, it is the primary duty of a translator to ascer- 
tain the precise meaning of the original text, and then 40 express that meaning as 
exactly as the nature of the languaffe into which be translates it will admit. He 
is not at liberty to leave untranslated any word, the signification of which he knows,^ 
and can render by an equivalent term ; and if he should do so, he is thereby guilty 
of keeping back part of the counsel of God. Two of Archbishop Newcomers rules 
for the conduct of a translator support this reason : — 

** Rule I. The translator should express every word in the original by a 
literal rendering,, where the English idiom admits of it, and where not only 
purity, but perspicuity and dignity of expression can be preserved." 
** Rule XII. The critical sense of passages should be considered, and not the 

opinions of any denomination of Christians whatever.** 
" The translatore should bo philologists, and not controversialists.'* 

% Because it is the province of the British and Foreign Bible Society to afford im- 
partial aid to all faithful translators of the Holy Scriptures, not erecting itself into a 
tribunal of biblical criticism, nor taking upon itself, by the suppression of any part of 
inspired truth, to attempt a compromise between various denommations of Chris- 
tians. 

3. Because, the question being purely philological, a conscientious objection cannot 
be taken against the rendering given by the Missionaries, unless it be alleged that such 
rendering is unfaithful, which allegation, so far as the undersigned are aware, is not 
advanced ; but simply that it is " considered objectionable by other denominations of 
Christians composing the Bible Society.*' 

4. Because, were the principle admitted, that translators are not bound to convey 
into other tongues the true signification of words which may happen to involve contro* 
versies existing among different denominations of Christians, but in deference to the 
prevailing party may leave such words covered with a convenient, and, to all but 
learned men, an impenetrable veil, many other words immediately occur which should 
be thus treated ; while truth, conscience, and inspiration would be sacrificed at the 
shrine of secular expediency, or party discussion. 

5. Because the British and Foreign Bible Society circulates on the continent of 
Europe, and in the eastern parts of the world, several veraions of the New Testa- 
ment, in which the words now proposed to be left untranslated are translated in a simi- 
lar manner to that adopted by the Baptist Missionaries. 

6. Because the Resolution of the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, while it professes to be founded on a general principle, affects only a particular 
case, the whole Christian church b«ing on the question at issue divided but into two 
sections, those who do and those who do not baptize by immersion. By adopting ths 
course of which we complain, the Bible Society descends from its high pre-eminence 
as a Catholic Institution, ceases to be an incorporation of Christians of every commu- 
nity, and becomes essentially sectarian in its principle and practice. 

7. Because those members of the British and Foreign Bible Society who are also 
membere of the Established Church, with singular inconsistency unite in withholding 

aid for the retBon assigned, since their church baa expressly enjoined that mode of a£ 
jniniftering tbe ordinance of baptism wbich tbe tienoA «av^\Qi^«^\xi>icKt Bi.^tiat trans- 
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Ifttiont describe, and allows no other but as an exception in cases specifically men- 
tioned. 

8. Because the principle, — now, it is beliered^ for the first time laid down,— -that 
new versions, in order to obtain the support of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
must in disputed pumts conform ** to the practice resorted to in the English and other 
Versions," is fatal to that moral independence and strict fidelity which are among the 
primary qualifications of a translator of the Scriptures, and cannot, it is confidently 
presumed, be acted upon in many other instances, however readily it may be adopted 
in the present case. 

9. Because, although the Vulgate, which is followed in this instance by the English 
Version and some others in the western parts of Europe, leaves the Words in question 
untranslated, this circumstance is not attributable to any difference of opinion exist- 
ing at the time in which it first appeared, as to the true meaning of the words them* 
selves, the baptismal rite being then and for many centuries afterwards administered 
only by immersion ; in confirmation of which it may be sufficient here to cite the au- 
thority of Bussuct, the Roman Catholic, and of the Protestant Episcopalian, Whitby. 
The words of the former are as follows : 

« We are able to make it appear, by the acts of councils and by the ancient ri- 
tuals, that for TUiRTKEN HUNORED YEARS baptism was thus administered 
throughout the whole church, as far as was possible." And the following are the 
words of the latter : " And this immersion being religiously observed by all 
Christians for thirteen centuries, and approved by our church, and the cluinge 
of it inte sprinkliug, even without any allowance from the Author of this institu- 
tion, or any license fi-om any council of the church, being that which the Ro- 
manist still urgeth to justify his refusal of the cup to the laity ; it were to be 
wished that this custom might bn again of general use, and ast^ersion only per- 
mitted, as of old, in case of the clinici, or in present danger of death." 
In patting forth this protest, we do not intend to convey the idea that each and uU 
of the foregoing reasons were felt with equal force by every individual, some having 
been influenced in a greater degree by oiic, and others by another ; but they all concur 
in expressing unfeigned sorrow that the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society has, by this measure, placed that Institution on what they deem an uncon- 
. stitutional and unscriptural ground, and in bearing their deliberate and public testi- 
mony against it. 

In conclusion, they state, that they feel, as they trust, in its fuU weight, the respon- 
sibility of the position in which they place themselves by this public act, yet from that 
responsibility they do not shrink. Having thus discharged a painful but imperative 
duty, they are satisfied to leave the cause of truth, for which alone they are concerned, 
in the hands of Him, to whom it emphatically belongs, and who so works out the 
issups of all things as to promote its ultimate triumph, and therein to secure his own 
glory. 



OPINIONS OF BAPTISTS RESPECTING THE DUTY OF THE AMERICAN AND FO- 
REIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, TO GIVE THE BIBLE TO THE WHOLE WORLD. 

The following selections are made from nun^rmii communications which haoe been re- 
ceived by the Cor. Secretary. 

On the second Sabbath in May last, a Bible Society was formed in the 
town of Clinton, in the State of Loui8iana« consisting of the members and 
friends from Hephzibah and Jackson, united with those of Clinton. The 
Society and Board were organized on the following lesolutioD, offered by 
H. D. F. Roberts. 

Resohedf That we deem it expedient to form a society at Clinton, E. Feliciana, 
La., auxiliary to the '* American frad Foreign Bible Society." 

After the society was formed, the following resolution was offered by brother Smith, 
and unanimously adopted, viz. : 

Resolved^ That we highly approve of the prompt and decisive measures adopted by 
the Baptist denomination, m organizing the American and Foi<^\^\&\VA&^^casX:|^*\ix 
resisting the unconstitutional, unjust, and unkind course ^\xt%vx^a X^") v^« Kssascvcw 
Bible Society in regaid to the denomination, and iu xeao\NVa^Xo ^^^ ^•^ >(ioft\«SJ«o* 
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the pur« Word of Gtod, without tddttioii or diminutioB, •Iteration or concealment of 
one of God's words. 

Two thoulBand one hundred ind ftfty-eight dollars were subscribed while brother 
Maclay* was with as, and. aboat eleven hundred dollars in two churches in Amite 
county — of which, however^ you will have a particular account from brother Folder's 
pen. I rejoice in God that our dear brethren have taken so lively an interest in the 
foreign Bible cause. It ijB not only the cause of God, but the powerful and efficient 
means of advancing the kingdom of the dear Redeemer over all the earth. 



From the Minutes of the third Anniversary of the Blue River Baptist Asso- 

ciation, C^riggsvillet Pike county, Illinois* 

The Committee recommend the adoption of the following preamble and 
resolution. 

Whereas, in the providence of €rod. Baptists have been instrumental in translating 
the Scriptures into languages spoken by a very large portion of the population of the 
earth, the correctness of which has been acknowledged by learned men of difiorent 
denominations, which versions have been rejected from the patronage of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and the American Bible Society ; — and whereas our Bap- 
tist brethren in the old states, have formed a Bible Society to aid in printing and cir- 
culating these translations amongst the nations of the earth, called " The American 
aiid Foreign Bible Society;" — Therefore, this Association recommend to the 
Charches, m imitation of the course of the Griggsville Church, to form societies to 
aid that Society in the great and good work of supplying the inhabitants of the world 
with the word of God, in their own tongues. — After an interesting discussion it was 
unanimously adopted. 

The following is an extract from the views of the Baptist Banner, on the 
question of" home distribution,*' *' unfettered operation,'^ &c. From docnments 
in our possession, and the opinions of very judicious brethren, who are inli- 
mately acquainted with the opinions of Baptists in Kentucky, we presume 
the following sentiments to be generally entertained throaghont that State, 
and indeed thrboghout the whole South and West. 

. ** In short, and in a few words, we would have the Baptists engage in home distri- 
bution, and we would have the American and Foreign Bible Society unfettered in its 
operations : if it or its auxiliaries see a necessity for engaging in home distribution, 
let them supply themselves with Bibles for that purpose from the American Bible So- 
ciety, if they can ; if they cannot, let them make arrangements for printing them.'* 



On the 2d Saturday in July, the Green River Bible Society, (Kentucky) 

auxiliary to the A. and F. B. S. held its first annual meeting, when it was 

unanimously 

Resolved^ " That the American and Foreign Bible Society, should be untrammeUei 
and unfeltered in its operations — and that our Secretary write immediately to the Se- 
cretary of that Society, setting forth the views of this." — '* In addition to this, (the 
Secretary remarks) I would state, that the people amongst whom I labour, and indeed 
so far as my acquaintance extends in this state, seem to have but one voice amongst 
them upon this subject." 

The Grand River Baptist Association at its last annual meeting in Ashta- 
bala county, Ohio ; unanimously passed the following resolutions : 

Resolved f That the present crisis renders it expedient to organize a system of Bi- 
ble operations in the Baptist denomination. 

Resdvedf That wo folly approve of the entire translation of the pure Word of God, 
(such as have been made by Carey, Ward, Judson, and others,) into foreign lan- 
goAgee. 

jSeMoivedt Thsi this Association become avoWwri \o ^^ Kmcnt.'Ui vnd Foreisn 
BMm Society. 
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Resolveif That we earnestly Tecommend to the Churcbet af this Association, to 
raise one thousand dollars f the present year, to aid the American and Foreign BUile 
Society. 



At the last annual meeting of the Seneca Baptist Association, it was una- 
nimously 

Resolved, That we decidedly approve the formation^ name, and object of the -Ame- 
rican and Foreign Bible Society ; that we have confidence in its officers, and trusting 
its affairs will be conducted wisely, and that it will receive the unequivocal tokens of 
the Divine approbation, we pledge our co-operation 

At the meeting of the Oswego Baptist Association in June last^ it was 
unanimously voted to adopt the following resolution : 

Whereas, the Bible Convention recently held in Philadelphia, have desired an ex- 
pression from the churches, whether the American and Foreign Bible Society shall 
confine its operations to foreign distribution, or consider the whole world as the field 
of its operations, therefore 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this body that the said American and Foreign 
Bible Society should consider the world lying in wickedness and perishing for lack of 
Scriptural knowledge, as the sphere of its future operations ; and we earnestly desire 
that said Society should assume and discharge the delightful duty of home ae well ae 
foreign distribution, all that has been said to the contrary notwithstanding ; and^in 
doing so we pledge them our cordial and constant co-operation and support. 



-r ■ 



From the last Minutes of the Ontario Baptist Association, 

Viewing with heartfelt satisfaction, the existence of an American and Foreign Bible 
Society, and feeling deep solicitude for the furtherance of its noble and tru*y Chris- 
tian aims — therefore 

Resolved^ That thb Association become a Bible Society, auxiliary to the American 
and Foreign Bible Society ,^>^and wo respectfully invite all our churches, brethren, 
and friends, to co-operate in the good work. 



The following is in substance, the Report of the Bible Society of the Ha- 
milton Institution, auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society.' 
To the Bible Society of Hamilton Literary and Theological Institution. 

Your Board feel a pleasure in submitting a succinct account of their proceedings 
during the time it has been their privilege to labobr for the Society. Though 
this has been the first year of its existence, success unparalleled in the history 
of our benevolent institutions, has attended its efforts. A lively interest has been ex- 
cited, and subscriptions raised somewhat commensurate with the magnitude of its noble 
object. 

Immediately after your Board entered upon the duties of their office, in acc<Mrdance 
with the requirements of the constitution, solicitors were appointed in the several 
classes of the institution, who succeeded in obtaining subscriptions to the amount of 
nearly $250. 

In April last the sum of $150 — the amount then collected, was transmitted to the 
treasurer of the parent society, and was appropriated, as payment in pait, to consti- 
tute as life members of that society. Professors T. J. Conant, J. 8. Bacon, ii. W. Eaton, 
A. C. Kendrick, and S. W. Taylor and Son, J. F. Richardson, and P. Spear. The 
assurance was given that the members of this auxiliary regarded themselves as 
pledged to furnish soon the balance of the amount requisite to constitnte all those 
individuals hfe members. 

A sum exceeding that amount had already been subsciibed for that purpose, 
but as that balance has not been transmitted, certificates of the membership have not 
been received, nor can they be expected until such transmission be effected. 

Your Board would reconunend that no pains be spared in collecting the residue «C 
the subscriptions, and forwarding the same to the Amcncva^xi^Yoitevi^^'^^^i^ 
ciety. 



30 

In conclosion, we cannot bat express oar gntitiide to the kind Disposer of the 
hearts of men, fur the saccess which has attended not only our efforts, but those of the 
Parent Society, in obtaining means to extend the light of life to the ends of the earth, 
and we fondly hope that the success of the past year is but a prelude of what shall be 
hereafter enjoyed. In behalf of the Board, 

A. P. MASON, Secretary. 

The Sussex Baptist Association, N. J. at its annual seBsion in Jane last, 
unanimously passed the following resolution — 

Resolved, — ^That this Association, recognising the unspeakable importance of giving 
to the wfiolc worldy with the least possible delay, the entire word of God, faithfully 
translated, regard, with the most lively interest, the organization of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, and do most earnestly recommend to the churches Of this body, 
and to the religious community in general, to adof)t the most efficient means to supply 
the treasury of the Society with ample funds for the distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. . 



THE BOSTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

At the last meeting of this venerable and intelligent body in Charlestown Mass., 
on the 2Ut of September, 1837, the following preamble and resolution were unani- 
numsly passed, viz : 

Whereas, The communication of the knowledge of the true God and Jesus Chriat 
to all nations, orally and by the press, is a work of great extent, and requiring the 
hearty and v\gOTous co-operation of all the disciples of Christ ; and whereas, in the 
providence of God, the American and Foreign Bible Society has been organized for 
the express purpose of aiding in the same, by the printing and distribution of the 
Sacred Scriptures ; — 

Besolvcii, That . this Association cherish for the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, and for their Executive Board, high considerations and fraternal regard ; that we 
cordially sympathize in their design of distributing the word of God in foreign tonjpes, 
and thai in the spirit of Christian love, we fervently commend them to the Ihvine 
countenance and blessing. 

At the annual meeting of the Salem Baptist Association, in Methuen, Sept. 27tb, 
1837, the following Resolution was unanimously passed. 

** Resolvedf That wo cordially approve the organization of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society by the Bible Convention which met in Philadelphia in April, 1837 ; that 
we entertain for the Board of Managers the warmest christian affection ; and that we 
fervently commend them to the blessing of God, in their benevolent enterprise of 
printing and circulating faithful versions of the sacred scriptures among the heathen.*' 



Extract of the Report of the London Baptist Mission Society. 

" It is abready known that the Comniiitee of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
have declined to render any pecuniary aid to Mr. Yates's version, as prepared in con- 
formity with his own convictions as to the rendering of certain words describing one 
of the positive institutions of the Saviour. A few contributions have, in consequence 
of that decision, been forwarded by friends in this country with the view of making up 
the deficiency, but Providence has kindly opened a seasonable and unexpected source 
of supply in the liberal kindness of brethren, connected with our own denomination, in 
the United States of America. Having considered themselves called upon by recent 
movements on that side of the Atlantic, to form a new Bible Society, on the simple 
principle of encouraging the most faithful versions of the inspired volume that can be 
procured, they hastered to present as their first offering to the sacred cause, a generoas 
donation of 2,500 dollars, upwards of £500 sterling, in aid of our Calcutta version. 
A second donation of equal amount has been very recently voted for the same objrct. 
We feel deeply indebted to our American brethren for this unsolicited lil>erality, and 
recognise in it as well as in the great success which has attended the estabhsbment of 
their own institution — the American and Foreign Bible Society — an encouraging proof 
that God will command his blessing on a {aitbiuV ie%,«.td lo ths dictates of conscience 
/c oursLttempU to Betve Him.** 
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Extract of a letter to the Prttident, from one of the Calcutta Baptist Misswnanes, 

dated May llth, 1837. 

Though in taking up my pen to address you, my object is business, J cannot help 
prefacing what I have to say, with a few words expressive of the delight and thank- 
fulness to God, with which we heard of the formation of your new Society, and the 
vigorous measures adopted to secure its permanency and usefulness. The news 
brought relief to our minds^ encouragement to our hearts, and power to our bands. 
We had long fell the need of measures of the kind being taken, but saw nothmg to 
encourage the e^^pectation of their adoption ; the hope appeared vain. Little did wc 
think that our rejected applications to the Societies of England and America were de- 
signed to be the means of bringing into existence an institution whose declared object 
is to carry into effect pnnciplesj the practical application of which has subjected us to 
a kmd of excommumcatiou. It is truly refreshing to observe the noble stand you 
have taken, to give to the millions of Asia, translated into their various languages, the 
whole word of Qod. t rejoice not only on account of the aid we conhdentiy expect to 
derive from the new Society, but on account of the greater amount of good that will 
thus be accomplished than could possibly have been effected, had our applications for 
assistance* to the old Societies, not been rejected. We asked but for little, and but 
little would have been meted out to us. Our prospects have row brightened ', we ask 
for much, and hope we shall be enabled to print and circulate the word of God by 
thousands^ where we could not before distribute it by hundreds. 

After mentioning the Sanskrit, Hindu, Bengali^ and various other versions, with 
cost of printing, &c. the writer observes : — 

That as the Roman character is now very extensively applied to the languages of the 
country, and particularly to the Hindustani, it is highly desirable that an edition of the 
New Testament in that character and language, should be prepared as soon as practi- 
cable. We have just commenced an edition of 1000 copies, to be printed at the ex- 
pense of the translators and some other persons ; and it is expected that a part of the 
impression will be disposed of by sale. The Committee of the Calcutta Bible Society 
have resolved to print an edition of 3000 copies, and T hope their resolution will be 
soon carried into effect ; as, in addition to the increasing numbers among the natives ' 
who are capable of using the Scriptures in this dress, there are thousands of persons 
in the country who speak the Hindustani, but cannot read it in the native character, 
and who will derive much advantage from possessing the sacred volume, in a langu9go 
they understand, and in a character they know. Still, neither the one nor other 
of these versions is likely to be such as we could wish them to be. In the one, not 
only is jBaifTi^oj transferred, but also the words for Bishop, Presbyter, Deacon, &c. 

&c. so that it is likely to contain not a few unintelligible terms. I therefore think it 
very desiraiile that your Society should enable u^ to provide a version which shall be 
free from these objections. 

You will perceive from what I have stated, that here is much work to be done, and 
that your Society may now, in its very infancy, commence operations on a pretty ex- 
tensive scale. Here is an open door ! I doubt not you will boldly enter, aiid through- 
out these extensive dominions spread the sacred volume ; and thus hasten that glorious 
period wlien these vast regions " shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea." 

Praying that the blessing of God may constantly rest on the operations of the Ame- 
rican and Foreign Bible Society, 

I remain, dear sir, yours faithfully, 

L THOMAS. 



Neio-York, Sept. 14, 1887. 
DcAR Bko. Sommebb — I have carefully looked over all the reporto of cash, <&c. 
received by Bro. Kingsford, for the last year, which he forwarded to the Treasurer, 
and find all the individuals therein mentioned as being Life Directors, or Life Mem- 
bers, regularly acknowledged in the report of the Society. There are several sutns 
paid in part of Life Memberships, which will be acknowledged when the balance is 
paid, as we have never recorded persons as Life Members or Life Directors, until the 
whole amount was paid in. Affectionately, Yours, 

J. WEST, fw tU Tttojwwct . 
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APPROPRIATIONS SK^CE JUNE, 1837. 

At the meeting of the Board of Managers of the American and Foreign Bible So'* 
ciety in June last, $5,500 were appropriated for the printing ai^d distributioii of the 
Sacred Script ares, viz. 

To Rev. John G. Oncken of Hamburg, for printing and circulating the Bible 

in Germany, . . . '. . . $500 

To the Baptist Missionaries at Calcutta, for the printing and distribution of 
the Scriptures in Bengalee, and other languages of India, at the' discie^ 
tion of the Missionaries. 5,000 



$5,500 



At the meeting of the Board in August, it was further unatfimously 

BMolvedy That after a careful examination of the actual moral destitution of the 
w«rld, this JBoard feel great pleasure in being able to make an additional) appropriation 
of $5,000, for the printing and circulation of the holy volume in foreign languages ; 
and that the amount be transmitted through the American Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions, to be applied in the following manner : 



For printing and circulating the Bible in China, 
do. do. do. do. in Burmah, 

do. do. do. do. in Shyan, 

do. do. do. do. in Karen, 

do. do. do. do. in Ojibwa. 



$i,5oa 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

500 

$5,00& 



$2(>0 GO 

ir)0 00 

10 00 
3 00 



do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



30 00 

5 00 

90 00 

30 00 
30 00 
42 00 

10 00 

28 00 
5 00 

35 00 

65 00 

35 09 

11 62 
4 75 

27 50 
10 69 
1 00 
37 
00 
00 
86 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Money 9 received by William Colgate, Treasurer of the ^' American and Foreign 

Bible Society," 1837. 

JuZv,1837. 
Rev. A.Macla7, on acc't of colleot's. 
Niagara County Bible Society, per 

£. S. Faxon, Treasurer 
Rev. P. S. Gayle, Tennessee . 
Susannah Ashman, Philadelphia 

Philadelphia Female Bible Associa- 
tion, per Mrs. Jones, Treasurer. 

Edward Mesom, per Rev. I. M. Allen 

Westchester Co. Bible Association 

Bible 8oc. of Hamilton Literary and 
Theol. Ins. per D L Lloyd, Trcas. 

Thomas Garniss, New-York . 

Ist Bap. Ch. Bost.pr. J. A. C. Randall, 

Bible Soc. of Brodalban, U. C. 

Edwardsville Baptist Association, 
111. per W. Leverctt, Treas. 

Bapt. Ch. at Rock Spring. III. pr. do. 

Females of Ch. and coag. at Jackson, 
Tenn. per Rev. R. B. C. Howell 

Rav. P. S. Gayle, Toon. coll. from 
various individuals, per do. 

Collections at the Convention at 
Marietta, O., pr Rev. E. Kingsford 

Blue Rock Ch. Aluskingum Co. pr.do. 

An unknown friend at Zanesville do. 

Females of Market-st. Ch. do. do. 

Doposite Church, N.T.per 

Masonville Church 

J. Cummings 

Father Pond, Oakville 

£. Owen, Middleburg 



1 

5 

21 



Benj.F.Hays, Attica, pr E. Kingsford 
Canandaigua Ch. Elder Windsor do. 
Lucy Barrett, Jamestown do. 

Baptist Church, Maysville, do. 

September. 
Bap. Benev. So. Ind. per N.G. Chase 
Robert King, subscription 
Beaver Association, Penn. per Rev. 

S. Williams, .... 
Wm. Marsh, Harwich, Vt. per Rev. 

C. G. Sommers . • . . 
Grange Association, Ohio, per Rev. 

T. B. Stephenson 
Baptist Church, Durham, per Rev. 

H. Harvey, 

Cataraugus Association Bible Soc. 

per N. McCall, Treasurer . 
Rev. A. Maclay, on account of his 

collect's, per H.Miller, Cincinnati, 

Wm. Weeclen 

Wayne Co. Auxiliary Bible Soc 

per Robert C. Jackson, Pres. . 
Holland Purchase Foreign Bliss. 

Bible Soc. per B. H. Colegrove . 
Church and Cong, in Baldwin Place, 

Boston, to make Rev. B. Stow a 

Life Director, ... * 
Do. to make Rev. Jas. D. Knowles 

a Life Member .... 
A member of the Lexington Baptist 

Church, to make Kev. O. A« Dodge 

a Life Member .... 



25 00 
90O 
100 

18 62 


47 00 
300 


23 00 


100 


700 


15 00 


116 57 



150 00 
5 00 

85 00 

300 00 

150 00 
50 00 

90 00 



Genesee Bib. So., of Elder Smith do. 21 86 | i|1948 00 

WM. COLGATE, Esq. TVcMitrer, 6 Dutch-street 

Rev. CHARLES G. SOMMERA, Corrupvnding Secretary, 82 Madison-st. N. Y. 

£7" 7Yu0 publiealJoii if periodical, contains a half sheet, and the postage for any distance under 
JOO mtlet, is 1 1-2 eeotf ; for any dutance over 100 iDWQa,'ifc l-*i^ c^tiVA. 
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Thk doty of Cfarisiians to contend earaesilj for "tbe faith once de1ivere<t 
to the Mint*," and Tearlessly lo promulgatB the aacred pages unmutilated 
to all raaokiad, is a docliine of the Bible, and dear to the heart of ever^ 
■iocera Christiaa. In the enjoyment or this privilege Baptists never can 
■ubmit to huraan dictation, whether the inclinalion to oppress them be round 
on the side of a domineering majority, or the power be vested io legalized 
aaihoriiy. That holy and glorious cause to which they stand pledged, for- 
bids ihe coniaminBtioB of all humaa inteifereuce a* a profaaation, aor can 
conscienlious believers permit even brethren lo divert them from the tim- 
plicityoftfae gospel. 

To distribute (he word of Gad faithfully translated. Baptists claim as an 
inalienable privilege, while ihey regard it as an imperalive doty. It ws« 
this sacred right of which the American Bible Society aitempied to deptiTS 
tti by their resolution passed on the ever memorable seventeenth of Feb- 
niai;, 1S36, embracing professedlya general principle, but which, in fao^ 
could apply only to a particular case. By this act they violently sundered 
those bonds by which we had so long been ut^iled with them in harmoni- 
oiiB co-operation, and rendered our continuance in the American Bible So- 
ciety as impracticable as it would be humiliating, and in our opkioo dis- 
Bitrous to the cause of truth. As a body, therefore, the Baptists fonqd 
themsetves under the oecessity of declining all further concert with the Pa- 
rent Society; and the undersigned deemed it necessary, persoually, to re- 
mgn their offices. Their reasons far that act, are imbodied in the snb- 
joioed document, the publication of which Ihey consider due tothem^elvMi 
to the Cbriatiu commtinityTaod to the world. 

Von. J.-* 
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Concise in diction, and decided in sentiment, it embraces the dispasstooL 
ate views, not only of the few whose names are affixed, but of the Baptist 
denomination throughout the land, if we may judge from printed as well a« 
written testimony forwarded to the Corresponding Secretary of th« Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society. 



To the Managers of the American Bible Society. 

Hating had the pleaaore of acting with you as Manageris df the cottcertni of 
the American Bible Society, and feeling it to be our duty, in conseqoence of 
certain measures, which originated in this Board, and hare been sanctioned by 
the society, to resign our places as members of your body, the respect which 
is due to you, and justice to oursekcs, requhre of us a brief exposition of the 
motives by which we are actuated. We are bound, moreover, to make this 
statement of our motives, in justice to that body of ChristiaBs, whose inter- 
ests ^e, with others of our brethren, have represented here, and whose appio- 
bation of our conduct in relation to these measures, has been expressed with 
scarcely a dissenting voice. 

While, therefore, we feel ourselves impelled to speak the truth with plaiir- 
ness, it is our earnest prayer to the God of all grace, that the animadversions, 
which we may make on the proceedings of the board and of the society^ may 
bear the impress of that charity " which believeth all things, and hopeth all 
things.*^ 

It appears from the constitution of this society, that ** its sole object shall be 
to encourage a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures, without note or 
comment." The application of this primary principle is regulated by only twe 
specifications. 

1st. '* The only copies in the English language to be circulated by this so- 
ciety, shall be of the version now in common use.'* 

2dly. "The society shall, according to its ability, extend it» influence te 
other countries, whether Christian, Mahometan, or Pagan.'' 

These are the fundamental principles of the constitution. The managers' 
address, contemporaneous with the constitution, contemplates the circulation 
of the scriptures in foreign lands, ** in the received versions where they exist, 
and in the most faithful where they may be required." *' They will embrace 
with thankfulness and pleasure," is the language of the address, ^*' every oppor- 
tunity of raying out by means of the Bible, according to their ability, the light 
of life and immortality, to such parts of the world as are destitute of the bless- 
ing, and are ^vithin their reach." This address has been properly appealed to 
by all, as a fair exposition of the constitution, and the above extracts doubtless 
give a just representation of the liberal principles on which the society com- 
menced its operations. 

On these principles, the Baptists entered most heartily into the labours of 
the society. They have ever regarded this as one of the most interesting of 
the benevolent enterprises of the age, and have stood among the foremost in 
its support. 

After years of harmonious and successful co-operation on the above men- 
tioned principles, we find ourselves excluded from all further participation in 
this noble work, by a requisition unknown to the constitution under which wo 
are associated, at variance with its spirit, and with the only principles on 
which the different Christian sects can unite in the labours of this society. 
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Difieient dtnomioations of Christians have invested money to a large amonnt 
hi the foods of the society. Their sympathies have been deeply enlisted in/* 
its behalf, aod to the blessing of Heaven on their united labours and prayers, 
it owes its present prosperity. Whatever ability it now possesses, whether in 
funds, in influence, or in the confidence of the public, is therefore the common 
property of these several denominations, acquired by their united exertions, and 
guaranteed to each of them by the constitution of the society. That instru- 
ment may, indeed, according to one of its own provisions, be altered by a vote 
of the society. It will be readily conceded, however, that the society is bound 
in honour and good faith, to respect the fundamental principles of its constitu- 
tion, and never to make any change in it, except for the express purpose of 
giving full effect to these principles. It has received in trust, the bequests of 
benevolent individuals, made in reliance on the guarantee which those princi- 
ples afford. If it be said that these bequests were made in view of all the con- 
tingencies, which might arise under the provision just alluded to ; we answer, 
that we believe no considerate man would ever make a bequest subject to such 
contingencies. His action is based on the implied pledge, that the original 
principles of the constitution, will be faithfully adhered to through all vicissi- 
tudes. If they may be set aside as convenience, interest, or sectarian zeal 
may dictate, or even as the sober judgment of judicious men, honestly aiming 
to promote the interests of Christ's kingdom may deem desirable, in what 
other light can they be regarded than as a temporary lure, for which any other 
may be substituted, as soon as another more attractive can be found ? How 
many examples of such faithlessness will be necessary to destroy all confidence 
in the principles on which our benevolent institutions are conducted ! 

In regard to the measures of the Board, to which allusion has been made, 
we assert they were not adopted for the purpose of carrying these principles 
into effeet. 

We appeal to the history of the whole transaction. At a meeting of the 
Board of Managers, August 6, 1835, application was made by Mr. Pearce, a 
Baptist missionary of Calcutta, for aid in printing a Bengalee version of the 
New Testament, in which the word baptize and its cognates are translated 
according to the views and practice of the Baptist denomination. At a sub- 
sequent meeting, September 3, 1835, the committee on distribution, to whom 
the letter of Mr. Pearce had been referred, reported the following resolution, 
viz; — 

*' Resolvedt That the Committee do not deem it expedient to recommend any ap- 
propriation, until the Board settle a principle in relation to the Greek word baptize.** 

This resolution was adopted, and the subject was referred to a committee 
of seven, embracing one from each of the denominations represented in the 
Board. 

On the 1st October, this Committee reported in substance as follows, viz : 
That in the Bengalee version of the New Testament, for which the patronage 
of the society is solieited, the Greek words baptizo, baptismal and their cog- 
nates, are translated by words signifying to immerse, immersioih &c. ; that the 
same is true of the Burmese version of the New Testament, and of the other 
versions in the languages and dialects of India ; that the Calcutta Bible Socie- 
ty, and the British and Foreign Bible Society, have refused to aid in printing and 
circulating the Bengalee New Testament, on the ground of its containing the 
above mentioned translations ; that the committee were not aware nntil now 
that such translations had been made in India, or other heathen countries. 

The three following resolutions were submitted in the report. 

Ist. Resolved, That the Board deem it inexpedient to appropriate any funds belong- 
ing to the society, in aid of translating or distributing the aforesaid Bengalee New Tes- 
tament, or any other versions eontainmg the aforesaid translation, or any similar trans- 
latioD. 
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Sdly. Retohed, That the Board of Msnagtri, on xtcei? iog Mtufootoiy evidMice of 
•och corrections having been made m the aforesaid translations of the Bengalffe New 
Testament, or in other versions in other languages or dialects, as willcomport virith the 
known views of other Christian denominations, or in other words, with the obvious in- 
tention of the authorized English version, will most cheerfully *aid in the printing sad 
circnlating of said version or versions as heretofore. 

3dly. Resolved^ That all persons interested in the feregomg resolutions, be infenntd 
of their purport forthwith. 

In support of these resolatioos, the report presented several considerations; 
Yiz : that a version of the scriptures in which haptizo^ haptisma^ &c., are left 
untranslated, may be used by ministers and missionaries of all denominatiuiis, 
each explaining these words according to his own views and practice ; that 
Yersidns in which those terms are translated by words signifying to immerse^ 
immersion^ will necessarily embarrass, if not wholly exclude the operations of 
missionaries of many denominations, in countries where those versiona obtain 
circulation ; that " it is not competent fur the American Bible Society to aa« 
same any sectarian attidude, by favouring the denominational views of any 
particular church " whether at home or abroad.*' 

Thus far the measures of the Board were plain and undisguised. Their 
action was directed professedly against their Baptist brethren, and no attempt 
was made to cover the design. They were thus far willing to say in express 
terms, that they would countenance no version of the scriptures in which 5ap- 
iizQ is translated to immerse. It seems to have been felt, however, that this 
was narrow ground for this noble institution to occupy ; that there was some- 
thing incongruous in such an institution withholding for such a reason, the 
words of eternal life from millions perishing in their sins. It was therefore 
thought expedient to abandon the open and direct assault on the peculiarities 
pf a single denommaiion, and to pursue the same design under cover of a gen- 
eral principle, to which it vias represented, all should submit, and which most 
therefore be equitable, since all alike would feel its operation. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Board, November 5, 1835, the whole sub* 
ject was again referred to the above mentioned committee of seven. In their 
report submitted to the Board, November 19, this committee expressed th^ 
opinion, " that it is expedient to withdraw theirformer xe^oxionihepartiadmr 
pose, and to present the following one on the general principle,'*^ This ge- 
neral principle is expressed in the first of the two resolutions submitted in the 
report, which was as follows ; 

'* The committee to whom was recommitted the determining of a prineiple 
upon which the American Bible Society will aid in printing and distributing 
the Bible in foreign languages, beg leave to report : 

'* That they are of opinion that it is expedient to withdraw their formtr re- 
port on the particular case, and to present the following on the general pmi^ 
ciple, 

-' By the constitution of the American Bible Society, its managers are in tbt 
circulation of the Holy Scriptures, restricted to such copies as are withoot 
pote or comment, and in the English language, to the version in oommon use. 

*' The design ofthese restrictions clearly seems to have been to simplify and 
mark out the duties of the society ; so that -all the religious denominations of 
whioh it is composed, might harmoniously unite in performing those duties. 

*' As the managers are now called to aid extensively in circulating the Sacred 
Scriptures in languages other than the English, they deem it their duty, ia 
conformity with the obvious spirit of their compact, to adopt the following 
resolution, as the rule of their conduct in making appropriations for the cireu- 
lation of the scriptures in all foreign tongues, 

1st. Resolved, That in appropriating money for the translating, printing, or distribot- 
ing of the Sacred Scriptures m foreign languages, the managers feel at Uberty to 
jcoorage only such versions a$ conform in the principles of their translation to th$ 
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IMfi EngUfk virnon ; at least, to far as that all Uie religious denominations 

cd in this society, can consistently use and circulate said versions in their' seTeral 

schools and communities. 

2dly. Resolved, That a copy of the above preamble and resolution be sent to each of 
the missionary boaids, accustomed to receive pecuniary aid from the society, with a 
request that the same may bo transmitted to their respective missionary stations, where 
the scriptures may be in process of translation ; and that also the several mission boards 
be informed, that their applieations for aid must be accompanied with a declaration, 
that the versions which they propose to circulate are executed in accordance with the 
above resolution. 

We will suppose that the preamble and resolution are sent, as required, to a 
missiooary who is ignorant of the circumstances which led the Board to adopt 
them. What use could he make of this new rule by which he is to govern 
himself in the execution of his responsible task ? His version, he is told, must 
conform in the principles of its translation to the common English version. 
What principles 1 There were many by which the authors of that versioa 
were guided, some of which, it is presumed, no one would now approve. 
This requisition, vague as it is in itself, is rendered still more so by the quali- 
fication which follows. It is added, ** at least so far as that all the leligioua 
denominations represented in this society, can consistently use and circulate 
•aid versions." How far woold this be ? An honest translator might be ex- 
cased for feeling some anxiety on this point. If he were willing to yield to 
the force of circomstancrs, and to &ubmit his conscience in some points to the 
dictation of others, he would still, if any moral sensibility were left, be aolicit- 
oos to know how far these different denoramations were disposed to exact this 
criminal compliance. For criminal he must feel it to be, since just so far as 
they required him to depart from what he himself held to be just principles of 
translation, he wonld be the conscious instrument of giving to the world, as 
Divine truth, not what he believed to be the word of God, but what he knew to 
be the word of man. Or if we suppose the action of these principles to be 
wholly negative, requiring only that certain things shoulil be suppressed in the 
translation, he might still, professing to give to a heathen nation the whole 
word of God, feel some honest solicitude to know how much would remain^ 
afler seven different denominations had been allowed to abstract whatever 
each considered unfavourable to its own interests. 

• A ready answer to these questions is found in the history of the transaction, 
which led to the adoption of the resolution. No reader of that history is at a 
loss to perceive in what principles of translation conformity is required, and 
how far that conformity must extend. Had Messrs. Pearce and Yates informed 
the Board, that bapttzo and its derivatives had, in obedience to the resolution, 
been transferred into their Bengalee version of the New Testament, or had 
Mr. Judson declared the same respecting his Burmese Bible, what further 
conformity to the English version in the principles of translation would have 
been required 1 Enough ! The sole object of the resolution was to cut off 
from the patronage of the society, every translation of the scriptures in which 
haptizo is rendered to immerse* 

But if the measnre itself is objectionable, its form is equally so. So long 
as the action of the Board had respect only to ** the particular case,** it had at 
least the merit of meeting the question fairly. But the expedient of a general 
principle, ^hich never was designed to be applied beyond ** the particular 
case," was unworthy of the American Bible Society. Such an institution 
should have none but noble ends, *' and these should be attained by noble 
means.** On this period of its history, good and upright men of future 
times, will look back with pity and surprise. 

But it is our duty to present still another aspect of this resolution. The 
Baptists are accused of having acted in the discussion of this subject, under 
the Infiuence of a sectariau spirit. They have manifested, it is said, none 
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of that disposition to sacrifice denominational interest, which has charaCf 
terized the other sects represented in the society, who have freely conced- 
ed all which they require their Baptist brethren to yield, and all. which is 
necessary to secure the peace and harmonious co-operation of all parties. 

Let us briefly examine this point. 

So far as relates to the measure on which we are animadverting, there are 
but two sects in this society. One of these sects considers immersion of the 
body in water as essential to the ordinance of baptism, and this ordinance as 
essential to a profession of the Christian faith. They believe that this is all 
clearly exhibited in the original scriptures, and that a roan cannot faithfully 
translate them without making this as clear in his version as it is in the origi- 
nal. The other sect professes to regard the mode of administering this rite 
as comparatively unimportant, and not very definitely prescribed in the scrip- 
tures. They are therefore willing that the word, by which this ordinance 
is designated, should remain untranslated, i. e. be transferred into their 
versions. 

This is called concession. — It is appealed to as proof of a disposition to 
sacrifice personal interest to the general good. From this view we beg leave 
to dissent. We think our brethren very justly appreciate this spirit of con- 
cession, but are unhappily mistaken in the party to whom it belongs. 

It is well understood that your ablest scholars of every age, have on the 
question of philology, asserted the correctness of our views. Their own 
practice these scholars have defended on the ground of convenience merely, 
regarding the mode of an external rite as a matter of indifference. The 
most that they have clainied in opposition to us, is, that the rite inay not ia 
all cases during the age of the apostles, have been administered according 
to our belief. To those who cannot, as scholars, and as honest men, trans- 
late the word according to their own practice, it must be a convenience—' 
not a concession to transfer it. 

But we have not done with this claim to the spirit of concession. The 
Baptists have contributed freely to the funds of the society, without requir- 
ing that your translators should be tramelled in the execution of their sa- 
cred trust, by any reference to our views. To the great Head of the Church 
they are responsible, not to us. We only claim that those translations, for 
which we are accountable to the same i^ivine master, shall be made on prin- 
ciples for which we can answer at his bar: that we be free to discharge this 
most sacred duty according to the dictates of our conscience, not yours. 
Had this spirit of concession characterized both parties in the Board, we 
might still have laboured together in harmony. 

Our brethren who differ from us as to the mode of Baptism, have not been 
molested when they have chosen to translate haptizo in accordance with their 
own practice. We are aware that the instances are comparatively few in 
which they have availed themselves of this privilege, and that such instances 
will probably be still fewer in time to come. It is not likely they will oflen 
find a translator competent to his task, who, if required to translate the 
word, would express its meaning otherwise than is done in our versions. The 
most which he can do for his denomination is to transfer it. Thus the re- 
solution, while it wrests from the Baptists all which the other sects in the 
Board would ask them to concede, secures to that sect every right which 
they can conscientiously exercise. If this is a just representation of the 
case, we think it can no longer be a question whether the society has, in the 
adoption of these measures, totally disregarded the principles of its consti- 
tution. According to that instrument and the contemporaneous exposition 
of it, given by its first Board of managers, the society is bound to aid, to the 
extent of its ability, in circulating the scriptures among the heathen nations, 
**ia the received versions where ihey exVal^aLiid mvhe moat faithfiil where 
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they may be required.** A version of the New Testament, of acknowledged 
excellence, is presented for its patronage.* The aid solicited is refused, be- 
cause a word descriptive of an external rite is conscientiously translated hi 
accordance with the author's views, but not with those of a majority in the 
society. None of the great principles of Christianity, of the religion of ther 
Bible, are committed in this case. The way of life and salvation by Jesus 
Christ is taught with unimpeachable fidelity. But the reader of this ver- 
sion also learns that the rite by which the believer testifies his faith in Christ, 
is immersion of the body in water. A majority of the Board of the society 
believe that it may be done as well, by applying a little water to the face, or 
pouring it on the head. For this difference, the American Bible Society re- 
fuses to aid in giving the word of life to half the heathen world. 

We assert, moreover, that the society has, in these resolutions, directly 
violated its constitution, by adopting the English version as a standard in 
any sense, for foreign translations. We have already shown the actual pur- 
pose for which it was adopted. But we maintain that it cannot, consistently 
with the constitution, be assumed as a standard in any sense. The socie- 
ty is bound, according to its ability, to give to heathen nations the Word 
OF God, not of man, not adulterated by man. But by this resolution it de- 
clares its determination, never to give to any heathen nation the entire word 
of God translated. 

The principles, on which a translation of the scriptures should be made, 
have been thoroughly investigated, and he who has made them hid study, 
will seldom be at a loss for a guide which he may follow with confidence. 
Were it deemed desirable to subject them to further examination, not for 
the purpose of controlling the conscience of the translator, but to furnish a 
grateful help in his labours, the best talents and learning of the age would 
have been honoured* by being called to the service of the society. But 
rejecting all these advantages, the society adopts as its standard, a version 
executed when the science of t rauslation was imperfectly understood, by 
men who were not permitted to follow implicitly even the light of their own 
age. The plea which has been urged in favoar of this course, viz., that the 
common English yersion is by name adopted as the only one to be circalated 
in our country, is not even a plaosible defence. This is the exception, not the 
role. 

Wherever there exists a " received version,** though confessedly imperfect, 
there are many reasons why it should be circalated in preference to a new 
and improved one. But if a new version is required, there can be but one sen- 
timent in regard to it, *' Let it be faithful.*' The mind spontaneously revolts 
at any measure which would debar the translator from aiming at the highest 
attainable perfection in his holy work. How the American Bible Society 
could deem it consistent with the obligations imposed by its constitution to 
erect any such barrier, to require that the translator faithfully represent, not 
the inspired originals, but the peculiarities of King James's version, is a pro- 
blem which nothing can solve but a knowledge of the exigencies of the occa- 
sion* We commend the details of this transaction to the notice of the fatute 
historian of the church ; he might otherwise be at a loss how to answer the 
inquiry, ^* into what strait were the managers of the American Bible Society 
driven, when they found themselves compelled to adopt the English version 
as the standard for their foreign translations 1*' We respectfully ask whether 
he will be able to trace any analogy between this act of^ the society, and the 
preference given by^the church of Rome to the Latin vulgate over the same in- 
spired originais ? 

These remarks apply with equal force to the qualifying clause, " at least so 
far as that all the religious denominations represented in this society, can con- 
sistently use and tiicdate said yersiOQ." The time «xiv<Te«N«Vk«CLSx\&^0oss^5£!Gi^ 
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tiecessary to settle £ome principle on which the society will aid in pnaUiig ta^ 
distributing the Bible in foreign lanf^uages. Does it resplve, in aecordanoe 
with the character which it has hitherto sustained, and with the principles of 
its own constitution, that every translation which receives its patronage shall 
be as perfect as human indasiry and learning can produce t No! It adopts 
the prtnctpUj that it will give to heathen nations, net the word of God, bnt 
such a modification of it, as will suit the interests of each and all the various 
denominations represented in the society ! Was it possible for this institution 
with all its high and hitherto just pretensions, to assume a more hnmiliatiag 
attitude^ 

For this course there was not the plea of necessity « or even of expediency. 
No plan could be devised for foreign distribution, so favourable to the geaenl 
interests of truth, and so just to all connected with the society, as that on 
which it has hitherto acted. For multiplying versions of the scriptures, it 
must, to a great extent, be indebted to the labours of missionaries stationed 
in heathen lands. Of the fidelity with which these versions may he execut- 
ed^ satisfactory proofs can always be given. It is to be hoped that such 
proofs may generally be found, in the character of the mbsionary, and of 
those by whom he is employed. 

No other plan has yet been suggested in which different Christian sects 
can consistently unite in the distribution of the versions. In the pub« 
lication of tracts, of volumes for Sunday schools, 6cc., dififerent sects may 
unite on. the ground of mutual concession, and may properly submit to tbeif 
*^ committees of publication,^* the revision of wotks prepared by fnen .for 
the benefit of the church. But such a compromise among Christian sects, 
as that which is contemplated in the resolution, is wholly inconsistent with 
the estimation in which they profess to hold the scriptures. $ucha 
compromise is equally inconsistent with the obligations of the tmnslatot. 

He is bound to express in his version the exact sense of the original, as b« 
himself understands it. How can he do otherwise without daring impiety, 
while he professes to give God*s word to men ? We are sure that we speak 
the common sense of mankind, when we say, if he acts on any other princi- 
ple, he is a traitor to the highest trust that was ever delegated to man. It is 
not his business to judge whether God has revealed too much or too little} 
whether he has made the revelation too clearer too obscure, but to show in 
hii version just lohat is revealed, and as it is revealed. We make no dis- 
tinction here between great things and small. We contend for a scrupu- 
lous adherence to just principles, as the only ground of security. So long m 
the translator keeps within these principles, he may be safely trusted. But 
he yields every claim to our confidence, when he avows that he may in any 
thing depart from the original, whether it be to suit the errors or the capri- 
ces of those who sustain him, or the circumstances of the times, and of the 
people fur whom he translates. 

The only basis, therefore, on which dififerent sects can consistently unite 
in the distribution of new versions of the scriptures, is that of mu^uaZ oonjS- 
dence^ confidence that each will employ competent and faithful translators, 
who will *' endeavour by earnest prayer and diligent study, to ascertain the 
precise meaning of the original text, and to express that meaning as exactly, 
as the nature of the languages, into which they shall translate the Bible will 
permit." 

We cannot leave this topic whhout adverting to the fact (and we ahdl 
only advert to it) that some, at least, of the advocates of«this measure, seem 
not to have duly considered the dangerous power with which they would In- 
vest the American Bible Society. It is maintained that, in the exercise of 
this power, the society will hinder the circulation of corrupted and mutila- 
ted copies of the scriptures. One sect hat been particularly allttded la, at 
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in a peculiar sense the ** enemies of the cross of Christ/* The society, it 
is thought, will reader an important service to the cause of truth by the re- 
straints which it will impose on the operations of that sect. 

Is fhis the language of protestaots ! In a land of religious freedom are we 
fostering a NATIONAL INSTITUTION, which is to wield this tremen- 
dous power over the very sources of the religious faith of mankind; not by 
arguments addressed to the understanding and conscience, but by the de- 
crees which shall issue from its council chambers! 

With this exposition of our views of the principles on which the society 
has resolved to act in an important department of its future labours, we re- 
sign the places which we hold in this Board. We believe we have justified 
to the world the assertion which we now make, that this separation has not 
been sought by us. We are compelled to withdraw from the society, whose 
labours we should still have esteemed it a privilege, and an honour to share, 
had it continued faithful to its original principles. 

Signed, Leonard Bleeckeb, 

Wm. Colgate, 
Wm. Winterton, 
N. Yorky May, 1837. Geo. Colgate. 



In the previoas and present numbers of this paper, our readers have been 
furnished with the opinions of State Conventions, Churches, and individuals in 
nearly every State in the Union, respecting the duty of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, to engage in the work of Hrmie distribution. But, 
the acknowledged importance of this subject, demands a still further deve- 
lopement of the views of American Baptists; and it is very desirable, as far 
as possible, to obtain an expression of those views prior to the annual meeting 
in April next. We do therefore earnestly request every Baptist minister in 
the land, to forward to the Corresponding Secretary of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, as soon as practicable, the sentiments of the church 
to whom he ministers, upon this point. Let the churches unequivocally de- 
cide the question : Shall the American and Foreign Bible Society be fetter- 
ed and limited in its future operations, or like every other similar institution, 
shall it be permitted to go forth unimpeded by local restrictions, and engage 
in the glorious enterprise of giving to all nations, the W^ord of the Eternal 
God, faithfully translated ? 



CONTINUATION OF EXTRACTS, 

Exhibiting the opinions of Baptists, respecting the limits of the American and 

Foreign Bible Society^ s operations. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The following testimony, approving of the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, is selected from numerous communications sent to the Corresponding 
Secretary, by Associations, Churches, and individuals, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Westfidd Baptist Association, Massachusetts. 

1 . Resolved, That in view of the providence of God, by which such a large portion 
of the world is made dependent on tne Baptist denomination in the United States^ fot 
Vol. I.— 6. 
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a supply of the Holy S^ciiptnres, we he^tiilf approve of the formatidtt of the AxKUkciir 
AVJ> Foreign Bible Society, and recommend it to the liberal patronage of the 
churches, and benevolent individuals in the bounds of the Association. 

%. Tiiat we recommend the formation of a Bible Society, in the County of Ham^ 
den, auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bibie Society, including ako, all the 
churches of this Association. 



Wendell Baptist Association. 

Voted — That in the opinion of this Association, it is expedient for the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, to engage in the work of Home distrikutimi. 



Franklin County Baptist Association^ 

At the last meeting of this body it was unanimously 

Resolved^ That we heartily approve of the formation of the American and Foreimi 
Bible Society, and do recommend it to the prayers and liberal pktrouage of the 
churches, and benevolent individuals throughout this Association. 

Resolvedy alsOy That this Association become auxiliary to the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, and that the Clerk be directed to forward to the Corresponding 
Secretary of said Society, a copy of these resolutions, with the names of the officers 
of the Association. 

RcsolvednJurtheTf That while we consider the circulation of the Holy Scriptures in 
foreign lands, to be the nu)st important labour of the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety at present, still we believe it may be proper for the oociety to supply, with the 
current English version, such of their auxiliaries as may request Bibles in retom for 
their contributions. 



CONNECTICUT. 
The following is from the Repoit of the Committee on traB8)«tion> an^ dislri- 
bution of the Sacred Scriptures, adopted by the Coniiecticut Baptist State 
Convention in June last. 

Resolved^ That this Convention approve the decision ef the Baptist Conyenkion 
held in Philadelphia in April last, with respect to the formation of a distinct society for 
Bible distribution, especially in foreign lands. 

Resolvedy That it is our decided opinion, that the society should confine itself to no 
local and limited sphere of action^ but thai its field ought emphatically to be the vorld. 

Resolvedy That it comports with the dignity and strength of the Baptist denomina- 
tion ** to expect great things, to attempt great things," and so to constructy as well as 
to denominate the new society, as to render it competent not only to send the word of 
God to the heathen world, but if providchce should so direct, to distribute it in owr 
oien country. 

Hartford Baptist Association. 

The Committee on Bible distribution, beg leave to submit ihe following resolotioiis 
for thfe adoption of this body. 

Resolvedy That we regard the distribution of tile Sacred Scriptures, as one of the 
most important duties of the Christian church. 

Resolvedy That wo deem that organization the best for this important purpose, which 
shall enable us not only to distribute the scriptures the most extensively, bat in the 
greatest purity and perfection, among the nations of the earth ; and that on this ac- 
count we cordially approve of the constitution of the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, and pledge ourselves to its support. 

Resolved, I'hat we deem it necessary to its success, that this society should take a 
high stand, and contemplate the whole world as its field 

Resolvedy That it ought to be left to the Providence of God to determine whether 
it shall be expedient and proper for said society to distribute the common English 
version of the Sacred Scriptures in our country. 

ROBERT TURNBULL, Chmmum. 
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Netb-Haven BapHst Association. 

The Committee on the translation and distribution of the Bible, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was unanimously adopted, 

Resolved, That this Association consider the field to be occupied by the American 
«nd Foreign Bible Society, is the world ; and hence it is the duty of that society to 
engage in the distribution of the scriptures at home or abroad, as the Lord in his 
providence shall indicate that the interests of Zion demand. 



Stonington Union Baptist Association. 

ResUvedf That this Association approve of the doings of the Bible Convention in 
Philadelphia, April, 1S37, in forming a distinct organization under the name of Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society, for Bible translation and distribution And whereas, 
they request of the churches an expression of their views in relation to Home distribu- 
tion, we would in answering their request, say, that the name of the society appropri- 
ately designates their field of labour, which is the World, and as we have confidence 
in the Board, we deem it inexpedient to lay them under any restrictions in their future 
operations. 

NEW-YORK. 

New-York State Convention. 

At the meeting of this large and efiicient Convention in October last, one hundred 
and forty-one delegates, besides visiting brethren, were present. After a free ^ud full 
discussion of the nature and objects of the American and Foreign Bible Society, all 
who wore in favour of the following resolution, were requested to hso — whereupon, 
in the language of a brother who witnessed that impressive scene, the whole conven- 
tion, and indeed all in the house rose, and unanimously 

Resolved^ That in view of the moral degradation ai the heathen, as connected with 
their present and future destinies, we deeply feel the obligations which rest upon us, 
as a denomination, to employ every exertion which comes within the range of human 
efforts, to give them^ without unnecessary delay, the uncorrupted and unsuppressed 
word of life ; and in the judgment of this convention, the whole world, and uoihing 
short of the whole world, must be considered the appropriate field in which the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society should labour, until, like the levered Judson, they are 
permitted to kneel before the God of the Bible, and say, as they place the last copy in 
the hand of the last destitute child of Adam, '* Thanks be unto Uod, we can now say 
we have attained." 



Union Baptist Association. 

Resolved, That this Association approve of the decision of the Baptist Convention, 
held in Philadelphia in April last, with respect to the formation of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

Resolved, That it is our decided opinion that the society should confine itself to no 
local and limited sphere of action ; but that its field ought emphatically to be the 
world. 

Resolved, That we recommend to all the churches of this Association, to constitute 
their pastors life members of the American and Foreign Bible Society. 



Stephentown Baptist Association. 

Your Committee on Bible translation Report ; that since the last session of this body, 
a numerous convention of the denomination assembled at Philadelphia, and after a free 
and full discussion of the whole subject, approved of the incipient organization at New- 
York ; and that so far as the sentiments of the denomination have been elicited, the 
American and Foreign Bible Society has received their cordial approbation. There- 
fore 

Ist, Resolved, That this body most cordially approve the acts of the late Bible Con- 
vention, at Philadelphia, u the oxganizttion of the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. 
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2d, Resohedf That in the opinion of this Association, the King in Zion, has al- 
ready set the bounds of the American and Foreign Bible Society's operations, by the 
declaratiod which prescribes the sphere of Christian daty, in view of the moral desti- 
tution of ihe whole human family — the field is the world. 

3d, Resolvedy That this Association pledge their prayers and pecuniary resources, 
in support of the American and Foreign Bible Society. 



Chitario Baptist Association, 

At the last annual meeting of this body, it was unanimously ile^oZvci, That this As- 
sociation desire to acknowledge, with devout gratitude to God, the encouia^ng suc- 
cess with which he has already crowned the efiorts of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society in its noble determination to give a copy of the Sacred Scriptures, wncorrwpttd 
and unobscuredf to every inhabitant of the earth, within the shortest possible period. 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Association, the American and Foreign 
Bible Society should be uiu-estricted in the field of its operations. 



St. Lawrence Baptist Association. 
The Committee on benevolent institutions, reported among others, the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were unanimously passed. 

1. That the translation and distribution of the word of God, is an object of the first 
importance in Christian effort. 

2. That every translator of the Bible should prayerfully seek the will of the Holy 
Spirit in his great work, and should faithfully give the expression of that will, irre- 
spective of, and unshackled by, human opinions and prejudices. 

3. Whereas, it appears, from the last report of the American Bible Society, that 
thoii' funds have been considerably diminished during the past year, therefore 

Resolved, That this diminution clearly proves, that the Baptists have hitherto con- 
tributed latgely to said society. 

4. That we welcome to the field of Christian enterprise, the American and Foreign 
Bible Society, and bespeak for it the prayers and liberality of the churches. 

5. That, believing as we do, that "the field is the world," we think it inexpe^ 
dient for the American and Foreign Bible Society, to confine its operations to foreign, 
translation and disiribution. 

6. That in the opinion of this Association, the providence of God is now calling 
loudly upon us, and all country auxiliaries, for unusual exertions to aid the Parent So- 
ciety, in speedily giving to the world the pure word of God. 



NEW-JERSEY. 
The following is an extract from the resolutions adopted by the New-Jersey 

Baptist State Convention, in November last. 

Whereas, the American Bible Society, at its annual meeting in 1836, did refuse to 
appropriate any part of its funds to assist the Baptists, in giving the Bible faithfully 
translated to the perishing millions of India and Burmah, we believe thai a distinct or- 
ganization for printing and circulating the Sacred Scriptures was imperatively demand- 
ed, and it is therefore 

Resolved, That the New- Jersey Baptist State Convention, regards the formation of 
the American snd Foreign Bible Society, as an auspicious event m Divine Providence, 
peculiarly calculated, with the blessing of Heaven, to secure the correct translation 
and universal diffusion of the inspired volume, until every inhabitant of this revolted 
world shall read, in his owntongiu, the wonderful works of God. 

Resolved, That this Convention approves of the name and the objects of the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society, and cherisliing as we do, entire confidence in the pru- 
dence and piety of those to whom the management of its affairs is more immediately 
committed ; we unite with numerous associations, churches, and other bodies, wtio 
have already expressed their opinion, in the belief that the society should be unfettered 
in its o/>erations, and ihat it is their imperative duty, to distribute the Sacred Scripturtt 
to the greatest possible extent. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. ' 
130/A Anniversary of the Philadelphia Baptist Association. 

Whereas, the translation and diffusion of the Sacred Scriptures, among all tke na- 
tions of the earth, while it requires the vigorous co-operation of all the friends of the 
Saviour, has in the providence of God become the peculiar privilege and duty of the 
Baptist denomination, and whereas the American and Foreign Bible Society has been 
organized for the accomplishment of this most important object, therefore 

Resolved^ That this Association entirely approve the name, the nature, and the con- 
templated labours of the American and Foreign Bible Society, and while it is hoped 
that all the churches, composing this body, will liberally contribute for the support 
of this noble institution, we hereby ejcprei^s our opinion, that it should embrace the 
entire world as the appropriate field of its future labours, and every kindred, language, 
and people, whether in ttiis or other lands, as the objects of its benign regard. 

And we also efcpress the confident hope, that this society will be so guided by sound 
wisdom and discretion as to preserve the eye and heart of our now awakening com-/ 
munities to the prominent regard of the wants of the destitute heathen, thus secur- 
ing, as we trust, increasing unanimity among all true hearted Baptists in its support. 

Truly extracted, 

GEORGE M»LEOD, Clerk. 

In the evening of the same day, a large meeting of the friends of faithful versions, 
convened in the Baptist meeting-house in Sansom-street. Addresses were delivered 
by Rev. Dr. Babcock, Rev. Messrs. Cushman, AUen, Kennard, and the Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the American and Foreign Bible Society. A Bible Society for the 
city and county of Philadelphia was formed, and a liberal contribution received t» aid 
in promoting the objects of the institution. 

The following, among other resulutiors, which were unanimously passed, will serve 

to explain the views entertained by the hundreds who composed that assembly. 

Resolved, That we view the refusal of the American Bible Society to extend its aid 
to the circulation of versions of the Bible made by the Baptist Misaionaries in India, 
against the fidelity of which it has preferred no other complaint than that the word 
Bapto and its derivatives have been translated, as a virtual desertion of the principles 
^of its constitution, as sectarian and proscriptive ; and that we regard the formation of 
the American and Foreign Bible Society on the principle of full and faithful transla- 
tion and unrestricted operation, as called for by the position of the Baptist deuomioar 
tion, and by the wants of a perishing world. 



At the meeting of the Central Baptist Association held in August last, it was una-< 
nimously 

Resolved, That the conduct of the American Bible Society in refusing aid to the 
printing and distribution of the Holy Scriptures, in foreign languages, unless the 
translation be conformed to the principles of the English version, is arbitrary and un- 
just, inasm^ich as a conformity thereto, would prevent the translating of the word of 
God in heathen languages in its purity ; and by transferring, instead of translating 
words, the meaning of the scriptures, would in many instances be obscured, and hid 
from the understanding of the heathen. 

Resolved, That this Association have heard with much satisfaction of the formation 
of the American and Foreign Bible Society, at the convention held in Philadelphia ia 
April last 

Resolved, That the name of the Society as adopted, does in our view, designate its 
sphere of action, and that it is the duty of the Society to distribute the Bible, in the 
most faithful versions, wherever opportunity may offer. ** The field is the world.** 



Chester County. 

At a meeting held in the First Baptist Church in Chester, Penn. the following reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That while we regret the lectaxian detision oC thft Axosi^swgl '\M^% ^^ 
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«iety, we do now approve of, and rejoice jn, the" formation of the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, and do most cordially extend to it oar best wishes and efforts. 

Resolved^ That we regard it to be the duty of the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety to maintain a separate action in the distributioti of the present English version of 
the scriptures in our own country. 

MARYLAND, 

Maryland Baptist Union Association. 

The second meeting of this influential body met at the Union Meeting House, Bal- 
timore county, October 19, 1837. It was unanimously 

RiMolvtd, That we are highly gratified at the organization and prospects of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society ; that in our opinion the said society ought to 
operate on the broad principle, that '* the field is the world ;*' that the signs of the 
times demand of us as a denomination, a united^ vigorous, and constant effort to gife 
to the nations of the earth, the words of eternal life. 



VIRGINIA. 
Greenbrier Baptist Association. 

The Greenbrier Union Bible Society, at its annual meeting in September last, passed 
the following resolutions : 

Resolved^ That in our opinion the American and Foreign Bible Society should be 
unfettered in their operations. ' 

Resolved^ That if the Society should think it expedient to engage in the work of 
home di:itribution, the version of the scriptures now in common use, is the only ons 
we will patronise. 

James River Associaiion. 

The fifth annual session of this body was held in July last, when the following pre- 
amble and resolutions were unanimously passed. 

Whereas, by the recent proceedings of the American Bible Society, it has mani- 
festly become the duty of the Baptists to form a distinct organization to carry on Bihls 
distribution, (especially foreign ;) and whereas the Baptist Convention in Philadelphia 
have determined on a distinct organization, and have confirmed the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, which was then in its incipient state in New- York: And 
whereas thi^, by compromise, has been confined to foreign distribution fur the present 
year; therefore, 

Resolvedy That we deplore the sectarian and uncharitable course of the Americaa 
Bible Society ; yet look upon it as an opening of providence to call Baptists into 
action. 

Resolved^ That we cordially approve the proceedings of the Convention held in 
Philadelphia in April last. 



Liberty Association. 

At the fifth annual meeting of this Association in the month of August last, the 
following resolution was adopted : 

Resolvedf That this association cordially approve and recommend to the patronage 
of the churches, the objects of the American and Forei^ Bible Society, and that we 
are willing to submit the subject of home and foreign distribution entirely to the dis- 
cretion of its managers. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

At the last meeting of the North Carolina State Convention, several resolutions 
were passed, approving the formation of the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
and recommending home as well as foreign distribution. 



SOUTH CAROLINA. 
TTie Society Hill Bible Society, has for several years been an efficient auxiliaiy of 
ib0 AmericBn Bible Society ; but upon a c«itt(\A %xix!i\iA.\iQii q^ ^2&!a cQ>as«a i^uzsued 
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by that institution in oppo^fition td the truth, as believed and practised by the Baptisl«/ 
they did at their meeting in November last, resoife, that the Society Hill Bible Society 
should henceforth be auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society, and that ft 
also approves of home DisTsiBUTiOir. 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE CONVENTION. ♦ 

Extract of a letter to the Corresponding^ Secretary^ from Rev. A, JlfceZoy. 
I have juw^t returned from the Sooth Carolina State Convention. We had an inte- 
resting meeting. Resolutions in favour of the American and Foreign Bible Society 
were unanimously passed, both in favour of HOME, and Foreign distribution. 



OHIO. 

At the meeting of the Portage Baptist Association in September last, it was ona- 
nanimously 

lUsolvedt That this Association highly approve of the " American artd Foreign 
Bible Society,'* for the purpose of givmg entire and without restriction or limitation, 
The okaclks op God to the whole population op the globe, in every language 
under heaven, faithfvily translated ; and as soon as circumstances in God*s provi- 
dence will permit. 



MICHIGAN. 

The Baptist Convention of the State of Michigan, unanimously passed the follow- 
ing resolutions at their annual meeting in September. 

Resolvedf That this Convention highly approve of the recent formation of th« 
American and Foreign Bible Society, and devoutly hope that our churches will act as 
unitedly and efficiently in its suppoit, as they have spoken plainly and decidedly in its 
approval and defence. 

Resolved^ That in answer to the inquiries of the American and Foreign Bible So* 
ciety ; they should in our view, be left untrammelled by any thing in the constUtUion^ 
in giving the whole Bible to the whole world. 



Munificent Donation* 

Mr. Stephen B. Munn, welf known in this community as an enterprising and 
judicious merchant, after carefully examining the nature of our various benevolent in- 
stitutions, was brought to the conclusion, that the American and Foreign Bible So^ 
ciety merited his special patronat^e. To this Society, haying for its single object, to 
give to all mankind the whole Bible faithfully translated, Mr. Munn has granted the 
sum of EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

The Board of Managers welcome this remarkable expression of enlightened ehri** 
tian liberality as a cheering indication of Divine approbation, and they confidently be- 
lieve that when the object of the American and Foreign Bible Society shall be better 
ttcdcrstood, its claims will be generally appreciated, and, that many to whom God has 
granted the means, will be found willing to bestow their bounty upon an institution 
so obviously engaged in promoting the cause of God^ by diffusing the unmutilated 
pages of divine revelation. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

To the Baptist General Convention of the United States for missionary pnrposeSy 
$5000 for printing and circulating the sacred scripturq^ in the following languages^ viz. 

Chinese, f2000 

Burman, 1000 

New Testament m German, . 8000 



dT* Wai\t of room compels us, very reluctantlyi to omit the names of new auxilia- 
ries, life directors, and life members. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Moneys received by William Colgate, Trearurer of the ** American and Foreign 

Bible Society,'' 1837. 



$85 00 



4 62 


54 50 


1 00 


126 74 


3 00 


20 00 



73 54 
30 00 



130 00 


3 00 


100 00 


65 00 


19 40 


1 00 


42 64 


3 00 


1 00 


1 00 


1 00 


30 00 


2 00 


10 00 


37 


I 00 


1 00 


5 00 


1 18 


34 00 


1 00 


1 00 


61 90 


1 00 


10 25 


10 00 


5 00 


4 75 


325 


2 75 


1 00 


3 00 


1 00 


30 00 


9 50 


2 00 


3 00 


2 00 


1 00 


8 12 


3 00 


5 00 


1 00 


5 00 


10 00 


115 25 


1 00 


3 00 


1 12 



Oct. 1837. 
Bridgewater BapL Asso. Penn. per 

M. S. Wilsoo, Treasurer 
Collection at Mt Moriah Meeting 

Hquse, M. per J M. Peck, . 
CarrolltOQ Aux. Bible Soc. per do. . 
Henry Kinney, Lick Creek, per do. . 
Cliatauque Association, per I. Moore 
J. Mills, Venice, per Bonnet & Bright. 
Rev. B. Pierce, Wisconsin Ter. per do. 
Black River Asso. Bible Soc. N. Van 

Nest, Treasurer, per do. 
New-Brunswick Bapt. Bible Soc per 

A. F. Randolph, Tr. 
Collections per Rev. A. Maclay, re- 
mitted Crom Norfolk, Va. 
Eliza Atkins . . . . . 
Portage Asso. Ohio, per L. Austin, Tr. 
Abington Bapt. Asso. Bible Soc. per R. 

Grenel, Treasurer 
B. W. Lester, Salem, Illinois . 
A Friend, per T. Rand 
Collection at the Holland Purchase 

Association, per E. Kingsford 
Everet Fisher, Springville do. 
Anna South do. do. • 

Catherine Garinien do. do. 
P. G. Eaton, do. do. 

Feni of Springville ch. and cong., do. 
Elisha Barrett, Evans, do. 

Joseph Bennett, do. 

A friend to an uncorrupted translation 

per do. 

Joseph P. Cutler do. 

Deacon L. Lalden do. 

Josiah Andrews, Perry do. 
W. Howard, Groveland do. 
Ch. Sl Cong., Lakeville, Livingston,do. 
Sister Sheffield . . do. . 

" Halsey, Trumansburg, do. 
Steuben Co. Bible Society do. 
Joseph Quaife, Auburn do. • 
Church in Trenton Village do. 
Horace Freeman, Stockbridge, do. . 
Rev. E B. Sparks, Bainbridge, do. . 
Central Church, Green do. . 
Sun. School Coll. Smithville Flats, do. 
Conference do. do. 

Amasa Jones, Groton, do. 

Juvenile Society, do. charch,do. . 
Miss Wing do. 

Geo. Pettit. Fabius, do. 

Canton ch., Onandagua Co. do. 
Onandagua Bible SocieQr by Elder 

Bellamy, do. 

Daniel Munro, Elbridge do* 
Joel Coe. Mentz. do. 

L. H. Mills, S Venice, do. 

Cayuffa Bible Society, do. 

A. Gillett, Clyde, do. 

S. Salisbury, do. do. 

N. P. Colvin, do. do. 

Jonathan Bellamy do. 

Bap. Church Seneca Falls, do. • 
Ontario Associational B. S. do. 
Tyler Palmer, Goram, do. 

Horatio Reed, Claren4on, do. 
Cash for reports, do. 

WM. COLGATE, Esq. TVeotvrer, 6 Dutch-street. 

Rev. CHARLES G. SOMMERS, Corruponding 5e£re«ary, 82 Madiaon-it. N. Y. 
07 This publicalion is periodical, contains a sheet, and the postage for any diaCaact 
jwIm^ M i i-3 ceotf ; for ai^ diitaBce or«r 100 milea, 2 1-S oenta. 



Nov. 

•* A Disciple," .... 

Youth's Bucman B. S. in Oliver-st. ch. 
perO. N.Bleecker,Tr. . 

Contributed at Haverhill, Mas, per 
Rev. G. Kecley, .... 

Cumberland Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society, Maine. D. Trull. Tr. 

Joshua Swan, Chenango Co. . 

John K. Mcllvain, Pa., per L M. Allen, 

Bib. Soc. of 1st Baptist Chutch, New- 
York, per T. T. Devan, 

Vermont Bible Society, Skinaer, 

Treasurer, per D. Hascall, . 

Remitted per D. Hascall, 

Berkshire Bap B. S. prA. Hayden,Tr. 

Laughry B S. la. per N. W. WiUianw, 

John Hincklin, do. do. 

Collected of sundry persons by N. S. 
Johnson, Cincinnati, do. 

Carmel Female Baptist MLssion Soci- 
ety, per J. Warren 

Bap. Church, Carmel, per A. Ferris 

Union Association of Baptist churches 
in N. Y and Con. per J. G. Collom, 

Orrin N. Sage, MasiUon, Ohio. 

Missouri United Baptist Association 
per T. P. Green, .... 

Redmill Ch. Putnam Co. per L. Cole 

Rev. Karnam Knowlton, pr S. H. Cone, 

A Friend of Truth, do. 

Mission Church at Sault St. Marie, per 
C. it, Sommers, . . • « 

Maria G. Bell, for home dist« per do. 

Jesse Heud rick .... 

AlonzoHendrick, . . 

Mrs Hendrick and daughter,? . 

Stoniogton Bap. Ch. per A. G. Beebee. 

Genesoe River B. S. per E. Kingsford, 

Bib. Soc. of Bap. Ch. Livonia, do. . 

KIder Smith, Batavia, do. 

Baptist Church, Oakville, do. 

Bap. Church, Manchester, do. • 

John Bears, Bnrrington, do. 

A string of gold beads by a sister in 
Rochester, do. 

Olive F'stel. gold beads, do. 

Sister Dow, Marien. do. 

Sister Cohnan, Ogden, do. 

Sister Dawby, North Parma, do. 

Sally Hovey, do. 

Penfield Ch., Monroe Co. do. 

David R. Barton, Kochester, do. 

Rev. Dr. Comstock, do. do. 

Albert G. Smith, do. do. 

Wm Cochrane, DeRuyter,do. 

E. Kingsford, rec'd for supplying the 
Broad-iit. Baptist Church, Utica, 
December. 

Collections, per Rev. A. Maclay, rem. 
by Aug. P. liacoste, S. Carolina, 

Bible Society of the Laurens-st. Bap- 
tist Church, per Dr. Barker, 

Oliver-st. Fern. B. S. pr Eliz. Pine,Tr. 

*' A Disciple," second donation, 

Stephen B. Munn, Esq. donation 
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April, 1B38'. 



ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLB 
SOCIETY. 

A MHTiNO of fha Directors and Members or tie AmericaD anil PoreigA 
Bible SocietjwiUba held on Tuesdayfthe 34th April, 163d, at 10 A. M-ioilw 
Oliver-BtroDl Baptiat Meeting hoDse, when a Board of Manager^ for the ait- 
Buiag jear, will be elected, and snch, other buainaaa as the intereat of tM 
Society demands^ iVill be tTaoeacted. Delegates liom aoxiliaTy and olhe^ 
Societies, are requfeated to' meet at lino o'clock, in the declare Soom itt 
Oiiver-Blreet, to occupy the hoar preceding the pnblio meeting, in implorini 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and the presence and bleaNng of Go4 
daring (be anniTerearies of the Triennial MeEting of the AmerieaD Baptist 
Missionary Convention, the Ameiicaa Baptist Oanerat Tract Society, tW 
American Bapliat Home Mission Society, and t*he Ameiicaa and Foiciga 
Sible Society. 

DesiroQs of acoommodating the aereral Societies that have appointeJ thd^ 
ensuing anaiyerEaiies in New- York, the American and Foreign Bibia So- 
ciety will postpone their public anniversary meeting for the reading of the 
Annual Report of the Board of Managers, until some day that will not 
interfere with the important claims- of the Baptist Convention, or either of the 
other iostitatioDS, and Of which doe notice will be given at the ctoae of tiu/ 
ineeiiag of the American Baptiat Home Mission Society. 

CHARLES G. SOMMERSl , 
Corfeiponding Setritar^ of A. oAd T. S. S.- 
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PBirCR MEETIMO FOR THB BLBS8IN0 OF GOD UPON THE LABOITRS OF tUM 

AMiCRlOAll AUD FOREIGN BIBLE SOPXETT. 

A large assembly of the friends of this society conyened ia the meeting-' 
hoose in Oliver-street, on the evening of the 28tfa, Sept. 1837, pursuant to a 
reeommendation of the New- York Conference of Baptist Ministers. 

Brother Cone was appointed Chairman, and stated that the object of the 
meeting was, to express gratitude to God for the success which has distin^ 
gmshed the Society ; to invite increasing efforts to promote the noble work 
of giving the Bible faithfully translated to all men, and to consider the im- 
portance of fervent, uniform^ amd unceasing prayer, for Hiis benediction upon 
the future labours of the Society. 

After prayer by brother White, of Staten Island, the I9th Psalm was read 
by brother Dunbar, of this city. 

Brother A. Maclay, the agent ef the Society, presented tite following re- 
solution: 

Reatived, Th^i the soceess which has thus fsr crowned the labours of the Ameri^ 
can and Foreign Bible Society^ demands the gratitude of all who love our Lord Jesur 
Christ, and calls for increasing effort to secure the accomplishment of its contem- 
plated work, of giving the Bible faithfully translated to all the inhabitants upon tht 
globe. 

Brother Maclay sustained this resolution by appropriate remarks. He 
made an interesting statement of facts in relation to his agency, and spoke 
with peculiar effect on the precedence of our denomination oyer all others in 
tfansTating and distributing the Bible in foreign languages. He considered 
the resolution of the American Bible Society,- by which we are excliided 
from the ^e of the funds of that Society, in foreign translation and distribu- 
tion, as unconstitutional and unjust. He regarded the formation of the Ame- 
rican and* Foreign Bible Society, as decidedly the most important effort in 
which we had engaged, and believed that it would be the means of exciting 
the denomination to a holy and harmonious action, and that it would result in 
uniting them in other institutions, which would prove a blessing to America. 

Brother Maclay presented a statement of his late tour of agency, and of 
the happiness he experienced in visiting and addressing the Baptists of Mary- 
land, and of attending the Convention of Western Biiptists, at Cincinnati* 
The latter of these bodies entered most heartily and fully into the views of 
the 9ocietyras t& the principle of translation, and the organization of the 
Society ; and eahibited a laudable readiness with their counsels and their 
money, to enter upon its noble work. He proceeded to visit many of the 
most important places in the west and south, advancing as far as Tennessee 
in' the former, and- to New Orleans in the latter direction. He was, with » 
single e^eption, received with great cordiality in every place. 

He received subscriptions to the amount of ttoeniy thousand nine hundred 
and'svity-five dollars and fifty-five cents ; assisted in the formation of a num- 
ber of auxiliary societies, and preached from eight to ten times in a week, 
and in one instanoe, preached nineteen sermons in ten days. 

The agent informed us that the contributors to his subscription told him, if 
you embrace HOME DISTRIBUTION, as well as foreign, where we give 
you ten dollars now, we will give you a hundred. He closed by the expres- 
sion of his hope, that the success of the Society was an indication that God 
would bless the Bible^ translated^ without addition^ dimiimtum^ or eoneetU' 
ment. Our aim, he said, should be to give the Bible to the world, and to say 
as we commended the work to our children, in the language of the dying pa- 
triarch, " I die^but God will be with you.'' 

The above resolution was seconded by brother Luther Crawford, and ac- 
companied by remarks befitting the occasion. Speaking of the superlative 
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(excellence of that book which it t» the object of this Society to give to all 
mankiod— brother Crawford remarked, that of the Bible we might say in the 
language of Sir Isaac Newton» " There, is philosophy without admixture 
of error." Not such philosophy as was contained in his Principia, the theory 
of tides, or of attraction, or of the movement of the heavenly bodies ; bat, this 
book presents to perishing man %he philosophy of salvation. In the words of 
him who sang the course of time, this is that 

'* MMt wondrous book! bright candle of the Lord ! 
Scar of etenuty ! the only star 

By which the bark of man could navifate , « . 

The sea of life, and reach the coast of bliss 
Seenrely ; dnly star which rode on time, 
And on its dark and troubled billows, still, 
As generation drifling swiftly by 
Svoeeeded generation, threw a ray 
Of heavan's own light, and to the hills of God, 
The everlasting hJUs, pointed the sinner's eye. "J 

The following resolution presented by the Corresponding Secretary of 
the Society, was seconded by brother John Dowling, both of whom ad- 
dressed the meeting. 

Resolved, That, whereas every enterprise depends for its sacdess upon the 
blessing of God ; it is affectionately recommended to the Baptist churches through- 
out the land, and to all the friends of the Redeemer, devoutly and fervently to implore 
the continued favour of the great head of the church, upon the present and 
future labours of the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

The exercises were closed with prayer by brother John Blain, Immedi* 
ately after which brother Dunbar proposed the following resolution : 

lUadvedf That we express our grateful thanks to those brethren and other friends, 
in the west and ai the south, who so cordially received our agent, the Rev. A. Msr 
dlay, and contributed with so much Uberality to the funds of the society. 

The resolutions were severally passed with entire unanimity. 

The meeting possessed uncommon interest, the speakers were mach en- 
gaged, the prayers were distinguished by fervor and solemnity, the assembbf 
was interested, and the hearts of many felt that it was good to be diere. 

At the last meeting of the Board, Inrethren Somraers, Brouner and Wyck- 
off, were appointed a Committee of Arrangements to obtain public meetings 
in the several Baptist churches in this eity and its vicinity, with a view to 
impart correct information of the present state and prospects of the Americas 
and Foreign Bible Society. The first meeMng was held in the North Bap- 
tist Church, under the pastoral care of Rev. J. H. Bronner, the seoond u 
the church in Gold-street, under the <?are of Rev. Wm. Parkinson, and ftr* 
rangements have been made to hold similar meetings in all the Baptist 
churches in this city, and in Brooklyn- 

The meetings already held, were very Interesting, and afforded satisfactory 
evidence of the fact, that one spirit animates the bosoms of the many 
thousand who compose the host of our primitive denomination. 

The committee avail themselves of this means to urge upon onr oharehes 
throughout the land, the adoption of a similar coorse. Let each Baptist 
chorch in America hold a solemn meeting for prayer, and to spread before 
their congregations, correct information respecting the American and Foreign 
Bible Society, and we may safely prediet that oar fotare operations will be 
both harmonious and efficient. 
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OPINIONS 

or BAPTISTS IIK8PECTIN0 THB DUTT OF THE AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIBLS 
tbciETY, TO GIVE THE Bl^E TO THE WHOLE WORLD. 

The present and preceding numbers of this paper contain brief extracts se^ 
looted from letters and other documents forwarded to the Corresponding Se- 
cretary, expressing the opinions of the Baptist Denomination in the United 
/States, upon the important question — " Shall the American and Foreign Bible 
Society be restricted to the foreign field, or is it the wish of our brethren, 
that Home distribution should be included in the scope of its future opera- 
tions ?'* — To this question State Conventions, Associations, Churches, or in- 
dividuals in every state of the union, have replied in a manner that renders 
it no longer doubtful. Their answer is : " The field is the world." 

VERMONT. 

At the meeting of the Yermont Baptist Convention on the 11th October last, the 
following resolutions were unanimously passed : 

Resolvedf That we approve of the formation of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society ; and that we recommend the immediate formation of a Vermont State Bible 
Society, auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society : And that, so soon as 
possible, branch societies be formed in each Association ; and that means be adopted 
to bring all the churches and benevolent individuals to aid the Society by their contri- 
butioos. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to restrict the American and Foreign Bible Society 
tp the circulation of the Scriptures in Foreign languageis. 



RHODE ISLAND. 

' At the meeting of the' Taunton Baptist Associatioi^ in October last, it was 
unanimously 

Resohed, That this Association most heartily rejoices in the recent organization of 
the ** American and Foreign Bible Society," — that we decidedly approve both its 
name and its object ; and believe that no limitation should be given to the sphere of 
its operations, except what may be imposed by the wisdom and discretion of its Board 
of Managers. ' 

CONNECTICUT. 

At a regular meeting of the Baptist Church in Stamford, on the 3d February last. 
It was 

Resolved, That in the view of this Church, the American and Foreign Bible So- 
•iety should be left untrammelled by any thing in its constitution, in givmg the whoU 
Bible to the whole world. 



BAPTIST CHURCH IN BRIDGEPORT. 

At a regular church meeting in February last, it was 

Resolved, That as a Church we most cordially approve of the formation of the 
American and Foreign Bible Society, and consider this event as one of the most in- 
teresting in the history of our denomination in this country, and that the Baptist 
members of the Board of the American Bible Society, are entitled to our thanks fof 
j tfip able protest they presented to that hody, and also for the judicious and energetic 
eo^se which they have pursued. 

Resolved, That we consider the world to be the field for the operations of this S<>- 
•iety, and that it should circulate the Bible wherever God in his providence ahall af- 
/i>rd opportunity. 
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«APTI8T CBURCH IN MlLFORD. 



Resolvedf That wd consider the world to be the field for this Society's operations, f 
tind that our missionaries should not be restricted in giving a pure translation of the 
Bible to the heathen, neither should the Society bo restricted in giving the word of 
-God to «very family of man, as God in his providence shall furnish opportunity. 



NEW-YORK. 

LIVINGSTON BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

This Association, at its annual meeting in June last, unanimously passed the follow- 
ing resolution : , 

Resolved^ That we approve of the formation of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, and will endeavour to aid in sustaining it ; and we recommend that after 
t^is year, it engage in home distribution. 



CANISTEO ASSOCIATION. 

In the minutes of this Association we find the following : 

" Wiih regard to the question proposed to us by the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, in relation to the field of their labour, we answer, that we believe it to be, 

THE WjioLE WOELD." 



BIBLE SOCIETY FOR ALBANY COUNTY, AND ITS VICINITY. 

The Annual Meeting of this Society was held in the meeting house of the Baptist 
church in Rensselaervule, August 30, 1837. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Resolvedy That we highly approve of the organization of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society at the late Philadelphia Convention, and of the subsequent proceedings 
of the Society" formed in New-York, m 1836, by which it is merged in the former. 

Resolvedy That the American and Foreign Bible Society ought to be left unre- 
stricted as to the field of its future operations, since ** the field is the world." 

Resolvedy That the extensive field opening in divine Providence, and inviting the 
labours of the parent Society, demands of us as Christians and philanthropists, liberal 
contributions and prayers, and that we will, in our individual and associate ckpacitj, 
contribute liberally of our substance according to our ability, and will use our best 
endeavours to procure donations from others. 



NEW-JERSEY. 

CENTRAL NEW-JERSEY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

In October last this body did, at its Annual Meeting, unanimously resolve, 
*' That this Association regard with deep interest the American and Foreign BibU 
Society, as organized and approved at the late Convention in Philadelphia, and most 
earnestly request all the members of this body,, to the utmost of their ability, to aid 
their treasury, in giving the whole translated Bible to all the wocld." 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

BEAVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

Whereas, At the late Bible Convention, it was requested that the churches of the 
different Associations, should express their views in relation to the extent of the field 
which ought to be occupied by the American and Foreign Bible Society : 

Resolvedy That we consider that it would be presumptuously contravening the ex- 
press will of God, for us to limit Uie field of Bible operations, which He has mad* 
commensurate with the habitable earth, and that our will ought to be controlled aloBf 
by the Divine Law. 
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ABINOTON BAPTIST A8S0CUTI0N. 

This body, at its Annual Meeting in September last, nnanimouslj 
Resolved^ That it is the decided opinion of this body, that the iunerican and Fo- 
reign Bible Society should consider the world lying in wickedness, and perishing for 
lack of scriptural knowledge, as the sphere of its future operations ; and we earnestly 
desire that said Society should assume and discharge the delightful duty of Home as 
well as Foreign distribution, and in doing so, we pledge them our cordial co-operation 
and support. 

VIRGINIA. 

DOVER ASSOCIATIOir. 

Extract from the Minutes, 

Whereas, In pursuance of the wishes of the Baptist Denomination, a large number 
of Delegates from most of the states in the union assembled in Philadelphia, in April 
last, and formed with great unanimity a Bible Society, called the American aud Fo- 
reign Bible Society, confining its operations during the present year to the foreign dis- 
tribution of the scriptures. 

Jiesolvedf That the formation of this Society meets with oar hearty concurrence, 
and we hereby declare our determined purpose to contribute to its funds to the utmost 
extent of our ability. 

Resolvedf That the zeal and liberality manifested in behalf of this noble and impor- 
tant enterprise of supplying the heathen with the pure and unadulterated word of 
God, by our brethren in this and other states, affords us sincere pleasure, and calls for 
grateful acknowledgments to our Heavenly Father. 

Resolvedt That we have heard with much pleasure the statements of Elder Mtclay, 
on the course pursued by the Baptist Members of the Board of the American Bibis 
Society ; and we present them our thanks for the firm and manly stand thej took is 
opposing the unjust and unconstitutional course pursued toward us by that society. 

Resolvedt That we deem it expedient that the American and Foreign Bible Society 
should engage in Domestic as well as Foreign distribution. 

A true copy, 

JAMES C. CRANE, Clt 



NORTH CAROLINA. 

GOSHEN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

At the Annual Meeting in September last, this body unanimously passed the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved^ That in the opinion of this Association, it is the duty of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society to engage in the work of home as well as foreign distribu- 
tion. 



SOUTH CAROLINA. 

SOUTH CAROLINA BAPTIST CONVENTION. 

The 17th anniversary of this body was held in Edgefield, December 9th, 1887. 
From the minutes before us in the Southern Watchman^ it appears there was a nu- 
merous delegation present from Associations, Churches, Societies, and other religious 
bodies ; also, our brother A. Macla^, in behalf of tho American and Foreign Bible 
Society. Brother Maclay's communication having been referred to a committee, they 
made the following report, which was adopted : 

Tour Committee esteem the communication from the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, worthy of your most serious consideration. It mutt be apparent to all that 
the Baptist denominaiion are called upon to act, and to act unitedly ; and yoiuCom- 
mittee feel satisfied that-a separate Bible organization is the moet effsctiial tngine. 
They therefore submit the fculowing resolutions :— 

Rtiohtd, That this body approves of the present object of the.Amexican and Fo- 
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feign BibU Society, Tix : the tnnslation) printing and circulation of the facfed Sdtip* 
tures in foreign languages. 

Resdvedf That we refer to the Society itself the question of home distribution, as 
fiur as the period of commencing is concerned ; at the same time expressing our 
opinion that such a measure must ultimately he adopted, and that it will tend to unite 
the denomination, and to ensure their sympathy and liberality in a case in which all 
erur energies ought to be combined. In dispensing the Bible in our own country, we 
are assured that the Society, (should it extend its operations to this department,) wilt 
employ only the version now in use, and on this assurance we recommend domestic 
distribution. 

RiBdvedf That while we would abstain cautiously from even appearing to dictate 
to the churches and other bodies constituting this Convention, yet we affectionately 
recommend to them not only to aid the Society, but also to form Auxiliary Societies^ 
and as far as possible to make their Pastors and members life directors. 

Brother Maclay was then invited to open his book of subscriptions, when about 
$1000 were subscribed. 



OHIO. 



ORGANIZATIOir OF THE BIBLE SOCIETY OF THE UEt68 CREEK ASSOCIATION. 

Pursuant to previous notice. Delegates from different Baptist churches, within the 
bounds of the Meigs Creek Association, met in the meeting house of the Ist Bsplist 
church in this place, on Wednesday the 20th of September, for the purpose of taxinff 
into consideration the propriety of forming a Society, auxiliary to the American tnM 
Foreign Bible Society. 

The following Preamble and Resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

WiiBSBAS, The Board of Managers of the American Bible Society, did by a Re-> 
solution passed on the 17th of February, 1836, by a vote of 30 to 14, virtually cutoff 
the Baptist denomination from any future appropriation fiom the funds of that So- 
ciety, to which they were justly entitled as liberal contributors for twenty years. And 

Whebbas, The American Bible Society at its Anniversary on the 12th of May, 
same year, did sustain by an overwhelming majority this act of its managers. And/ 
further, 

Whbrbas, It is the imperative duty of the Baptist denomination throughout the 
United States to sustain their missionaries in the faithful translation of the sacred 
Scriptures into the languages and dialects of the Heathen world ; therefore, 

1 — Keeolvedy That we highly approve of the noble stand taken by the minority of the 
Board of Managers of the American Bible Society, which resulted in the separation 
of our denomination from that body. . 

2 — Resolved^ That we cordially approve of the formation of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, organized in Philadelphia, April, 1837. 

3 — Resolvedf That we do form ourselves mto a Society, by the name of the " Bible 
Society of Meigs Creek Association, Auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible 
Society." 



■Ufa 



ILLINOIS. 

NOBTtt DISTRICT BAPTIST ASSOOUTIOK. 

Resohedf fhat we rejoice in the formation of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, and that we heartily recommend the co-operation of all the churches in thie 
Association, in aiding said Society, that it may give the Bible unadulterated, to the 
worldi 

SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

At the last annual meetingr of this body the following resolution was passed : 
Resolved f That this Association cordially apfurove of the formation and objects of 
the American and Foreign Bible Society, and in the judgment of this body, the la- 
bours of that Society should not be limited by constitution, to foreign translation 
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fcnd di^ibution ; but should be at liberty to operftte at any time either in hofne ot 
foreign distribution, as Providence and the wants of the world may dictate. 

Other communications expressing similar opinions have been received firam HU" 
Aoisi and other states in the otiion, but are omitted for wa!nt of room. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETIES', 



R'fiCOGNtSED SINCE THE PUBLICATION OF THE A^NUAX REPORT, YI^. 



Bible Society of the Baptist Church Dexter, Michigan, '. 
Noise Creek Bible Society, .... 
Monongahala Association Bible Society, 
Baptist Female Bible Association, Philadelphia, 
Albany County Bible Society, .... 
Virginia and Foreign Baptist Bible Society, 
Edwards Ville Baptist Association B. S. Iflinois, 
Green River Baptist Bible Society, Kentucky, 
Shaftsbury Association Bible Society, 
Bible Society of the First Baptist Church, N^w-York, 
Berkshire County Bible Society^ Massachusetts, 
Baltimore Baptist Bible Society, .... 
Centre Baptist Association Bible Society, Pennsylvania, 
Franklyn County Association Bible Society, 
Society Hill Bible Society, South Carolina, 
Hamden County Bible Society, Massachusetts, 
Vermont State Bible Society, . ... 

New-Hampshire Bible Society, .... 
Holland Purchase Yearly Meeting Bible Society, 
Columbia County Bible Society yNew>York. 
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TREASURie^R'S REPOR'f. 

Moneys received by William Colgate, Treasurer of the " American and Foreign 

Bible Society^'' 1838. 



Jan. 183S. 

Virginia and Foreign Bap. Bib 8. per 
James ^zer, Treasurer. 

Rocky Kiver Association Bible So- 
ciety, Ohio, per H. Alger, Tr. 

Union B. S. of the Beaufort district, 
per Abr. I. Lawton, 

Ezekiol Chever, Cumington, Mass. 

Oliver-st. Fern. Bib. So- pr E.Pine, Tr. 

Baptist Church East Aron, per Rev. 
J. G. Stearns, . ... 

Alfred Decker, New-York City. . 

Bible S. of Athens, G. S. Turner, . 
_Feh. 

Elizabeth G. Moore, Hartford, per 
Rev. P. L Piatt, 

Rev. A.Maclay, on account of his col. 
per W. H. Turpin, Augusta, 



$1000 00 

140 00 

100 00 

30 00 

113 21 

30 00 
30 00 
40 00 

30 00 
1100 00 



Rev. Johof \m Di^g^ Tilsealoosa, per 

J. Lawler, ..... 
B. S. of Upper Alton Baptist Church, 

per Rev. L. Colby, 
Lady in Philadelphia, per Rev. I. M. 

Allen, 

March. 
Mrs. Mary Purser, per Thomas Pur 

i^t^ ... . . 
Edward Dexeter, per Rev. S. H. Cone 
A Widow's Mite, per do. 

Tenn. A. of U. B.per W. Billue, 
Worcester Ass. B. S., A. C.Btttler,Tr. 

by F. Snyder. , 

Youth's Burman Bible Society, cea*' 

nected with the Oliver-ct. S. S. 



50 00 

46 s:^ 

40 00 

30 00 

500 

500 

181 60 

lOtfOO 

30 00 



4106 96 



WM. COLGATE, Esq. Treasurer ^ 6 Dutch-street. 

Rev. CHARLES G. SOMMERS, Corresponding Secretary, 82 Madison-«t N. Y 
- J-^ ?****• P«Wicalion is periodical, cootaint batf a sheet, and the postage for anr distanee under 
too miles, u 1 1-2 cenu ; for a^y distanoe over 100 nrfles, 2 1-S sMitir^ «*««bw ««■* 







Tbi Amencui and Foreign Bible Societ<r colebiiied ils Uat uuuvsiurr in lb* 
msetidg hoiue of the Olirei-atreot Baptist Church, N. Y., on the S8lh of AprU, 1838, 
«t 7. P. M. 

Brolher Mason, of South Csrolina, introduced the aerrioea hj reading the Udi 
chapter of laaiah ; and fervent prayer for the bleaaiog of God upon the Societj, WM 
offered by brother B. Seara, of Mugachuaetta. 

An abatract of the Treaanrer'a account wm then read, and pieaented the cheering 
fact that Auliliaiy Societies, Aasociationa, churches, and individuala, haTe, daring 
the past year, contributed for Bible translation and diatribution, 133,389 63. 

After an appropriate addicss by the Ptsaident of the Society, the Cornwponding 
Secretary read an abstract of the Report of the Board of Managers. That documenl 
containe eitracts from the correapondence of the Society, which moat craclniiTelj 
prove that our brethren in every State m the Union, not only ipprne Ifas iutitntion, 
but wiah it to be A Bible Sooibti roa thk wsolk woild. 

The whole amount appropriated for Bible trgjulation and diatribution, Irom July, 
1836, Co May, 1S3S. ia 836,600, of which Iwcnly-fiiie tlunuand fine hundred dcdiw* 
have been contributed in aid of the Baptist General ConveHtion. 

Twenty-nine Auiiliarj Societies hare been added during the past year, nuking in 
all ninety-cighl Auxiharies, alt of nhom aie in favour of Home Dittribatiim. lie' 
Society has at present 430 Life Member*, and 9S Life Direclon — they hare already 
contributed to the publication of the Bible in seven languages — their Biblical Libnl7 
has been enhtiged by several valuable dooatiooa. and coniiita at praaent of neally 
one hundred volumes. Further cimtributioiia of old veruons of the Bible, or oIlM 
books adapted to the wants of the iostitnlion, are earnestly solicited. 

The annivetaaty waa attended by a large nnmbei ol &Aep\M %lA UiD>3 M^»n^ *& 
(be Saviour, who manifested the deepeit intereat ta tha g^«*X «AivKX c<»fi««^«M^M 
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the American and Foreign Bible Society. The epirlt of devotira, tnd nn ardent 
desire to promote the glory of God and the salvation of mankind, characterised th« 
exercises of the meetiitg, and every lip seemed to utter the prayer : " Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earih as it is done in Heaven." 

Interesting addresses were delivered by Rev. Abner Webb, Misaionaiy from Bar- 
mah. Rev. Howard Maicom, one of the Secretaries of the Baptist General Convention^ 
and Rev. J. D. Knowles, of Massachusetts. From among these we select titt brief 
address of our dear brother Knowles, who has, since that memorable evening, ascended 
to his rest in heaven. It was his last public effort in behalf of the Ameriean and 
Foreign Bible Society, which, fromits incipient organization, enjdyed the approba- 
tion of his enlightened and benevolent heart. Brother Knowles offered the fol- 
lowiiig resolution and remarks : 

Resohed, That in the amount of fiinds placed at the disposal of the Society, during 
the past year, the Society recognise the continued and special favour of the Head Sf 
the Church. 

Brother Knowles remarked ;— »It would be improper, sir, at this late hour, to detain 
the audience by an extended address. I shall merely suggest one or two thoughts, 
without attempting to illustrate and expand them. 

We must ul have been surprised, that notwithstanding the pecuniary embarrass- 
ments which have convulsed the country during the last year, so large a sum has been 
almost spontaneously contributed to the funds of the Society. For this unexpected 
liberality, we are, as the resolution intimates, indebted to the goodness of Grod. But 
as be works by instruments, we may, without impropriety, inquire for the more imme- 
diate causes. Many influences may have contributed to the result ;.but I believe, sir, 
that the t:hief cause of the success of this Society, is to be found in the great principle 
on which it rests. In order to the" accomplishment of any great moral enterprise, the 
co-operation of the mass of common men must be secured ; their understandings must 
be convinced, and their hearts moved. For this end, the enterprise must rest on 
some simple principle, which may strike the minds of the most uncultivated men like 
a flash of light, carrying with it its own evidence, needing no argument, and stirring 
the heart by its direct appeal. 

Such a principle is found in the gospel itself. The simple truth, that God sent his Son 
to die for sinners ^ contains the essence of the gospel. It imbodies, with the brevity 
of a motto — with the spirit stirring energy of a watch-word — the substance of the law 
and the prophets : It is simple, direct, powerful. The child can understand it. The 
poor Karen, is his jungle, can comprehend it ; and hence, wlierever the gospel hat 
been proclaim^, its chief triumphs have been among those, who, with no knowledge of 
criticism, or rhetoric, or logic, have been melted into penitence and love, by the sim- 
ple story of the cross. 

Sudi a principle, too, was the moving spring of the American revolution. The 
plain truth, that taxation and representation must go together ; that the people's mo- 
ney must not be taken without their own consent, was ue basis of the great struggle. 
The public mind fully and readily comprehended it. The mechanic in his shop, the 
farmer at his plough, understood and felt it, as strongly aa ihe statesman in hie cabi- 
net. It stirred the hearts of the whole nation, and roused them to a bold, resolute, 
persevering, and triumphant resistance to the miehty power of the British crown. 
In like manner, sir, this Society rests on the simple principle— that all msn 

OUGHT TO HAVE THE WORD Or GoD UNHUT1LATBD AND UNDISGUISBD. It IS bocaUSe 

the Society is founded on this principle, and had its origin in circumstances which 
seemed to put this principle in jeoparay, that ^ American Baptist churches, with » 
promptitude, zeal and unanimity, almost unexampled, have rallied round this Society. 
They will continue to sustain it, for it imbodies an indestructible principle, which 
readily allies itself with other principles* dear to every Baptist ; the mdependence of 
the churches ; unfettered liberty of conscience ; the right and the duty of every man 
to take the pure word of Grod as the onlv standard of his laith ; the guide of ku co&- 
duct ; the lamp to his feet, along the path to heaven. 
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Prom the Canada Baptist Magazine. 

The whole Bible. — A Roman Catholic Priest in Ireland, sympathizing with iht 
Vftoral condition of his parish, contrired what could he done, consistent with his own 
relijrioQs creed, to overtake the popalation with some remedul measures, and it struck 
liim that it would be well to print and circulate the epistles of St. Peter by themselves, 
In a separate tract. He did so ; but, somehow or other, they did not sell. He then 
thoBght ho had better add to the title, ** The Epiftles of St. Peter, Head jof the 
Church.** Still, however, nobody bought them. At last it suggested itself to his 
mind, that, if he placed between the title-pase and the epistles themselves, a repre- 
sentation of St. Peter*8 cathedral at Rome, Uiey would sell. He did so ; and now 
the whole edition was soon bought up. One of the copies fell into the hands of a 
man, who, having read it, went to the priest, and having ascertained that he had put 
them in circulation, said, " I have not got dl. Are there not the epistles of some 
«ther fellows V* ** What makes you tSink so V* said the priest. *' Because,'* re- 
plied the man, " I find it is written, * As our beloved brother Paul hath said.' Now, 
where are the epistles of St. Paul T* " It is even so," said the priest. The man 
never rested untu he had procured a copy of the New Testament. Havins read it, 
he came a^ain to the priest — ** Ah, I have not got it all yet," said he. *' Why not V' 
said the pnest. <* Because I read, * As it is written in the book of Psalms'—* As iris 
vrritten in the bookef Hosea'—- < As saith the prophet Jeremy'—' As saith the prophet 
fsaiah ;' " and then, with all the characteristic ardor of an Irishman, pointed out to 
the priest the noble array of finger-posts and land-marks in the New Testament, pomt- 
ing to the existence of the Old. ** Well," said the priest, ** you are right now also ; 
there is another book much larger than that which you have." '* O ! let me have it," 
said the man ; and he never rested till he was possessed of a perfect copy of the 
Scriptures. Having then penetrated, as it were, both strata — ^both hemispheres—and 
absorbed the light of both, the man went to his own priest, and applied for absolution, 
which he refused him, among other reasons, because he was a Bible reader, and that, 
therefore, there was no absolution for him. However, he so urged Ins suit, with that 
irresistible Irish force to which there is no parallel ih the universe — that the priest 
agreed to let him have absolution upon payment of a certain sum of money. The 
man then pulled out from under his coat the Bible, and said to the priest, ** I come to 
you for absolution ,* you say I must not have it because I am a Bible reader ; at last 
yon agree to give me absolution if I pay half a crown ! I do not want your absolu- 
tion i*° and opening the Bible'in the micldle, as a person in his condition would natu- 
ally do, he read, (and it was fit that such a blessed passage should be found in the 
centre of the Bible,) " l/b, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters : and he 
4hat hath no moneff ; come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and mUk, without mo- 
ney, and without price.** 



KING JAMES' ENGLISH BIBLE. 

At the annual meeting of the Society in April last, the Committee on the subject of 
Bible distribution reported, 

** That having examined a great mass of documents, containing resolutions of B^ 
•tist State Conventions, Associations, Auxiliary Bible Societies and Churches, in every 
■state of the union, they are satisfied that it is the almost unanimous desire of the de- 
iiomination, that the American and Foreign Bible Society be left unrestricted in the 
range of its operations. 

The Committee therefore recommend, that the second article of the constitution 
be altered, to read as follows, viz. 

Article 2. It shall be the object of the Society to aid in the wider circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures IN ALL LANDS. 

In reference to the work of Home distribution — the following resolntion was re- 
commended by the Committee, and unanimously passed by the Society. 

*' Resolved, That in the distribution of the Scriptures in the English language, they 
will use the commonly received version, until otherwise directed by the Society." 

In pursuance of the object contemplated by this resolution, the Board of Managers 
at their meeting on the 2d May, 1838, piissed the following resolution : 

Resolved, That an edition of the Sunday School Testament^ ba ^vsS;AviSda!^ nk>^^c!«s^ 
delay, and that the subiect be refened to the ComimXlaQ 0Tl'?^:icKvc,«^iL<QkTL voi^^x^ 

At the meeting of the Board of Maiiagexa on the %\]ii ol Hii«> V^ ^«9^ S.>Q3?^«t "oeoi 
nimoualy ^ 

Jlesolved, That in pubhshing the EoglUh Scriptuiee> \\» coxautfw^l ^^t%\^^ 
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the American and Foreign Bible Society. The epirlt of devotira, tnd nn ardent 
desire to promote the glory of God and the salvation of mankind, characterised th« 
exercises of the meetiitg, and every lip seemed to utter the prayer : ** Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earih as it is done in Heaven." 

Interesting addresses were delivered by Rev. Abner Webb, Miisionaiy from Bar- 
mah, Rev. Howard Malcom, one of the Secretaries of the Baptist General Convention^ 
and Rev. J. D. Knowles, of Massachusetts. From among these we select titt brief 
address of our dear brother Knowles, who has, since that memorable evening, ascended 
to his rest in heaven. It was his last public effort in behalf of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, which, fromits incipient organization, enjoyed the approba- 
tion of his enlightened and benevolent heart. Brother Knowles offered the fol- 
lowiiig resolution and remarks : 

Resohedf That in the amount of fiinds placed at the disposal of the Society, during 
the past year, the Society recognise the continued and special favour of the Head Sf 
the Church. 

Brother Knowles remarked ;— »It would be improper, sir, at this late hour, to detain 
the audience by an extended address. I shall merely suggest one or two thoughts, 
without attempting to illustrate and expand them. 

We must all have been surprised, that notwithstanding the pecuniary embarrass- 
ments which have convulsed the country during the last year, so large a sum has been 
almost spontaneously contributed to the funds of the Society. For this unexpected 
liberality, we are, as the resolution intimates, indebted to the goodness of Gh)d. But 
as he works by instruments, we may, without impropriety, inquire for the more imme- 
diate causes. Many influences may have contributed to the result ;. but I believe, sir, 
that the t:hief cause of the success of this Society, is to be found in the great principle 
on which it rests. In order to the^ accomplishment of any great moral enterprise, the 
co-operation of the mass of common men must be secured ; their understandings must 
be convinced, and their hearts moved. For this end, the enterprise must rest on 
some simple principle, which may strike the minds of the most uncultivated men like 
a flash of light, carrying with it its own evidence, needing no argument, and stirring 
the heart by its direct appeal. 

Such a principle is found in the gospel itself. The simple truth, that God sent his Son 
to die for sinners, contains the essence of the gospel. It imbodies, with tho brevity 
of a motto — with the spirit stirring energy of a watch-word — the substance of the law 
and the prophets : It is simple, direct, powerful. The child can understand it. The 
poor Karen, is his jungle, can comprehend it ; and hence, wlierever the gospel hae 
been proclaim^, its chief triumphs have been among those, who, with no knowledge of 
criticism, or rhetoric, or logic, have been melted into penitence and love, by the sim- 
ple story of the cross. 

Sudi a principle, too, vras the moving spring of the American revolution. The 
plain truth, that taxation and representation must go together ; that the people's mo- 
ney must not be taken without their own consent, was uie basis of the great struggle. 
The public mind fully and readily comprehended it. The mechanic in his shop, the 
farmer at his plough, understood and felt it, as strongly as ihe statesman in hie cabi- 
net. It stirred the hearts of the whole nation, and roused them to a bold, resolute, 
persevering, and triumphant resistance to the miehty power of the British crown. 
In like manner, sir, this Society rests on the simple principle— that all msn 

OUGHT TO HAVE THE WORD Or GoD UNHUTILATBD AND UNDISOUISBD. It IS bocaUSO 

the Society is founded on this principle, and had its origin in circumstances which 
seemed to put this principle in jeoparay, that tho American Baptist churches, with n 
promptitude, zeal and unanimity, almost unexampled, have rallied round this Society. 
They will continue to sustain it, for it imbodies an indestructible principle, which 
readily allies itself with other principles* dear to every Baptist ; the mdependence of 
the churches ; unfettered liberty of conscience ; the right and the duty or every man 
to take the pure word of Grod as tho onlv standwrd of his laith ; the guide of his co&- 
duct ; the lamp to his feet, along the path to heaven. 
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Prom the Canada Baptist Magazine. 

The whole Bible. — A Roman Catholic Priest in Ireland, sympathizing with the 
Vftoral condition of his parish, contrived what could be done, consistent wiu his own 
relijrioQs creed, to overtake the popalation with some remedial measures, and it struck 
liim that ft would be well to print and circulate the epistles of St. Peter by themselves. 
In a separate tract. He did so ; but, somehow or other, they did not sell. He then 
thought ho had better add to the title, « The Epiftles of St. Peter, Head jof the 
Church.** Still, however, nobody bought them. At last it suggested itself to his 
mind, that, if he placed between the title-paffe and the epistles themselves, a repre- 
sentation of St. Peter's cathedral at Rome, uiey would sell. He did so ; and now 
the whole edition was soon bought up. One of the copies fell into the hands of a 
man, who, having read it, went to the priest, and having ascertained that he had put 
them in circulation, said, " I have not ffot all. Are there not the epistles of some 
«ther fellows V* ** What makes you tSmk so V said the priest. ** Because," re- 
plied the man, " I find it is written, * As our beloved broker Paul hath said.' Now, 
where are the epistles of St. Paul V* ** It is even so,*' said the priest. The man 
never rested until he had procured a copy of the New Testament. Havins read it, 
he came a^ain to the priest — " Ah, I have not g^ot it all yet,*' said he. ** Why not 1*' 
said the pnest. *< Because I read, * As it is written in the book of Psalms'—* As itris 
vrritten in the bookef Hosea'—- < As saith the prophet Jeremy'—* As saith the prophet 
f saiah ;' " and then, with all the characteristic ardor of an Irishman, pomted out to 
the priest the noble array of finger-posts and land-marks in the New Testament, point- 
ing to the existence of the Old. ** Well," said the priest, ** you are right now also ; 
there is another book much larger than that which you have.** ** O I let me have it," 
said the man ; and he never rested till he was possessed of a perfect copy of the 
Scriptures. Having then penetrated, as it were, both strata — both hemispheres.— and 
absorbed the light of both, the man went to his own priest, and applied for absolution, 
which he refused him, among other reasons, because he was a Bible reader, and that, 
therefore, there was no absolution for him. However, he so urged his suit, with that 
irresistible Irish force to which there is no parallel in the universe — that the priest 
agreed to let him have absolution upon payment of a certain sum of money. The 
man then pulled out from under his coat the Bible, and said to the priest, ** I come to 
you for absolution ,* you say I must not have it because I am a Bible reader ; at last 
yon agree to give me absolution if I pay half a crown ! I do not want your absolu- 
tion i**^ and opening the Bible'in the middle, as a person in his condition would natu- 
ally do, he read, (and it was fit that such a blessed passage should be found in the 
centre of the Bible,) ** Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters : and he 
4hat hath no money ; come ye, buy, and eat ; yea, came, buy wine and mUk, without mo- 
ney, and without price.** 

KING JAMES' ENGLISH BIBLE. 

At the annual meeting of the Society in April last, the Committee on the subject of 
Bible distribution reported, 

** That having examined a great mass of documents, containing resolutions of B^ 
'tist State Conventions, Associations, Auxiliary Bible Societies and Churches, in every 
state of the union, they are satisfied that it is the almost unanimous desire of the de- 
fiomination, that the American and Foreign Bible Society be left unrestricted in the 
range of its operations. 

The Committee therefore recommend, that the second article of the constitution 
be altered, to read as follows, viz. 

Article 2. It shall be the object of the Society to aid in the wider circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures IN ALL LANDS. 

In reference to the work of Home distribution — the following resolntion was re- 
commended by the Committee, and unanimously passed by the Society. 

** Resolved, That in the distribution of the Scriptures in the English language, they 
will use the commonly received version, until otherwise directed by the Society." 

In pursuance of the object contemplated by this resolution, the Board of Managers 
at their meeting on the 2d May, 1838, piissed the following resolution : 

Resolved, That an edition of the Sunday School Testament^ ba ^vsS;A\s!d»^ nk>^^c!«s^ 
delay, and that the subiect be refened to the CommiXlae oTl'?^:ic^vc,«^si<(nl«xi^^'^^ 

At the meeting of the Board of Mahagexa on the %\]ii ol Hii«> V(> Hta»S.>Q3?^«t "oeoi 
nimoaaly ^ 

Jiesohed, That in publishing the EnglUh Sctiptuiee> \\» coxaiajw^l ^5«.%\^^ 
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•ion 'printed in London, in 1611, under the superintendence of the Translators, be 
earefolly followed except where typographical errors may be discovered. 

The greatest possible care will be taken to render the book aboQt to be issued by 
the American and Foreign Bible Socie^, a faithful repnnt of the first edition of the 
Fible published ^ order of King Jametf in IQll, Twbntt-fivb thousand copies 
of the liew Testament adapted to Sunday Schools, will, it is hoped, be ready for de* 
lirery about Ist November next — and every possible effort will be employed to pub- 
lish an edition of the whole BtblCf as soon as practicable. 



APPROPRIATIONS. 

At a meeting of the Board on 2d May, 183S, it was 
. JUeolved, That the sum of $5000 be appropriated and paid to the B^tist Geiaeral 
Convention in the United States, to aid in publishing ue sacred Seriptures in the 
following languages, viz.. 

In Siamese, $1000. In Burmese, |1000. In Assamese, $1000. In Karen, $1000. 
In Teloogoos, $1000. Total, $5000. 

The following is an extract from a letter acknowledging the above appropriation. 

Baptist Mies. Rooms, > 
Boston, June 13, 1838. ) 
Hbv. C. G. Soxvibrs, Cor. Sec. A. and F, B. 8. 

Mt Dbar Brother — ^Your very acceptable communication announcing the appro* 
pi^iation of $5000 by your society, to aid in printing and circulating the sacred scrip- 
iares by the missions of this Board, was laid before the Board at their last meeting; 
whereupon it was unanimously 

MesMvedf That the thanks of the Board be tendered to the American and Foreign 
JQible Society, for this renewed expression of their confidence and co-operation. 

.The promptitude with which the American and Foreign Bible Society have thus 
^ome forward to relieve the pressing exigencies of the Board, answers worthily to ^ 
pledge so cordially given at the late meeting of the General Convention, and, with 
4>ther late instances of Christian liberality, encourages us to hope that no disastrous 
4elay will be sustained, for the want of pecuniary means, in carrying forward this 
essential department of our operations. Respectfully and affectionately yours, 

S. PECK, F<n: Sec. 



BIBLICAL LIBRARY. 

Since the last annual meeting of the Society, the folio win|^ donation of books has 
been presented by Rev. Howard Malcom : viz. 



Armenian Bible, 1 

Bengali Bible, 1 

Bengali Gospels & Acts 1 



vol. 4to. 
" royal 8vo. 
" 12mo. 
" 4to. 

8vo. 

8vo. 

8vo. 

8vo. 

8vo. 

8vo. 

8vo. 

8vo. 

12mo. 

8vo. 
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Arabic Bible, 

Hindoo New Testament, 

Tamul Old Testament, 

Tamul New TesUment, 

Persian Old Testament, 

Persian New Testament, 

Arabic New Testament, 

Ps. of David in Malay, 

Jeremiah in Persian, 

Epistle to the Romans, 

O. of Mark in Hindustani, 1 

Gos. of Mark in Hindus- 
tani, printed in Roman 
characters. 

Got. of John in Japanese, 

Gos. of Mark in Bengali, 

Gos. of John in Bengali, 
LihofCbriBt in Barman, 
Two PBxbfkt9f or Boiman native books. \?«\Va Sacx%^'WnXan^% oii'^ti!«BL\*^ 



Gospel of John in Japa- 
nese, 

Acts of the Apostles in 
Siamese, 

Miracles of Christ in 
Hindustani, 

Life of Christ in Bengali, 

Ten Commandments in 
Armenian, 

Bengali Hymn Book, 

Essence of the Bible in 
Armenian, 

Karen Spelling Book, 

Pilgrim's Progress, Ben- 
gali and English, 

Baxter's Call, in Bengali 
and English, 

Ten Commandments in 
Chinese, 

Scripture Miscellany in 



vol. 4to. 



« 
« 
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The following books are donations. 
From Baptist Board Fo- vols. From Rev. N. N. 



reign Missions, New 
Testament, 3d Edi- 
tion, in Burmese, ] 
From Rev. J. L. Shuck, 
N. Testament, 2d and 3d 

Editions, in Chinese, ' 
From London B. Mission 
Society, Gospels and 
Acts, 3d Ed. Bengali, 1 
From Rev. J. L. Shuck, 
Morrison's Bible, in 
Chmese, 6 

From Rev. S. Cornelius, 
English Bible, Edition 
of 1610, 
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8vo. 



8vo. 



8vo. 



4to. 



Whi- 
ing, N. Test. Greek 
and Latin — 1572, 

From same, do. do. 
New Testament, 

From Rev. S. H. Cone, 
Ancient and Modem 
Greek N. Testament, 

From same, Luther's Ger- 
man Bible, 

From Bap. Board Foreign 
Missions, Matthew, and 
Acts in Siamese 

From London Bap. Mis. 
Soc. Periodical Mis- 
sionary Accounts. 



vols. 



i( 



Folio 



1 *< 18mo. 



It 



tt 



8 



It 



u 



8vo. 



8vo. 



4to. 



Svo. 



Young MerCs City Bible Society^ Auxiliary to the American and Foreign BihU 

Society. 

At a meetmg of the Board of Managers on the 4th April, a Committee was ap- 
pointed to adopt measures preliminary to the organization of a Young Men's Bible 
Society. A meeting of young men of. the Baptist denomination was accordingly con- 
vened on the 3d of May, and after free and dispassionate discussion, the following re- 
solution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolvedf That it is expedient to organize a Young Men's Bible Society for the city 
of New- York, Auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

A committee of eleven was then appointed to carry the above resolution into efifect» 
and to draft a constitution ; to nominate a Board of Managers, and to call a public 
meeting, with a view to the formation of a Society. 

On the evening of the 12th inst. representatives from every Baptist church in the 
city, convened at half past seven o'clock, in the meeting house of the Baptist church 
in Oliver-street. Brother Nathan Caswell was elected chairman, and H' W. Scott 
secretary. The interesting services of the evening were introduced with prayer by 
Rev. Jacob H. Brouner. After which the minutes of previous meetings and reports 
of committees were read and approved. The following Constitution was then pre- 
sented, and after a second reading, unanimously adopted. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article I. This Society shall be called the '* Yoang Men's City Bible 
Society of New- York) Auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety/' 

Art.1L The objects of this Society shall be to assist in the distribution of 
the sacred Scriptures, and to raise funds for this purpose, and! in aid of the 
funds of the parent society. ^ 

Art. IIL The Bibles and Testaments distributed by this society, shall be 
purchased of the American and Foreign Bible Society, and its surplus funds 
shall be paid over to that institution. 

Art. IV. All annual contributors to the ftinds of this society shall be 
members — and every person contributing fifteen dollars or more, at one time, 
shall be a member for life. 

Art. v. The business of the Society shall be conducted by a Board of 
Managers, consisting of a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a 
Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, and sixteen other members, 
each of whom shall be a member in good standing of a Baptist church in the 
city of New- York, and not less than eighteen, nor more than thirty-five years 
of age. 

Art. VI. The annual meeting shall take ^\ace \w \\v^ \svwv>J«v ^1 K:^x^'»'*^ 
which time the annual report shall be read, aivdi ^^.n^^^xT^iw >Xv«i «kT«N&SNSL^^'^ 
eJectgd. 



62 

Art. VII. The Board of Managers shall meet once every month ; shall 
fill their own vacancies ; make their own bylaws ; call their own meetings, 
and with a majority of two-thirds, call a special general meeting of the So- 
ciety. 

Art. VIII. Twenty members shall constitute a qoorum at any meeting of 
the Society ; and seven managers shall constitute a quorum at any meeting 
of the Board, 

Art. 9. The Board shall have the power of constituting such persons as 
they deem proper, honorary members of the Society. 

Art. X. The President of all societies auxiliary to this* shall be considered 
ez-offieio, members of the Board. 

Art. XL The constitution shall not be altered without the conoorrence of 
two-thirds of the members present, at a regular meeting of the Society. 

The following brethren were elected officers and managers of the society 
for the current year. 



William H. Wyckopf. 
Vice-Prendenti^ 

1. Thomas P. Devan, M. D. First Baptist Church in Ne w-York. 

2. N. C. Platt, Baptist Church in Oliver-street. 

3. R.. F. WiNSLow, Bethel Baptist Church. 

Thomas S- Sommers, South Baptist Church, Corresponding Secretary^ 

Samuel Ravnor, Oliver-street, Treasurer. 

G. N. Bleeckcr« do. Recording Secretary. 

nSanasren. 

benjamin Pike, jr. Oliver-st. I Robert Thompson, Laurens-st. 



Alfred Baber, do. 

George M. Colgate, Amity-st. 

J. B. Helms, McDougal-st. 

Richard C. McCormick, Broome-st. 

William H. Knapp, Stanton-st. 

John Stelle, Gold-st. 

George H. Andrews, Bethel Church, 

By order of the Committee, 



Robert C. Allen, South Church, 
I. H. Townsend, North Church, 
Peter Balen,'£ast Church, 
John Barker, South Church, 
Thomad Goadby, Mulberry-st. 
C. W. Houghton, West Church, 
H. W. Scott, do. 

H. W. SCOTT, Secretary. 



Appropriate and animating addresses were delivered by Rev. I. L. Hodge, 
Pastor of the Baptist Church in 16ih street ; and by Rev. Spencer H. Cone, 
President of the American and Foreign Bible Society. Our limits preclude 
extracts from those forcible appeals to the judgment, and to the hearts of the 
audience ; but we believe that an impression was made, which in its moral 
tendencies will survive any record we could . make, of the spirit-stinring 
remarks by which it was produced. 

AfYer taking up a collection, and subscriptions in aid of the funds of the 
new Society — ^the services were closed with prayer by the Corresponding 
. Secretary of the Parent Institution. 

INTERESTING FACT. 

A poor cripple, supported by chajrity, having saved 50 cents, travelled four milis 

to the house of a Christian man, and b&red them for a copy of the Bible. The holy 

volume was of course given to him ; and the amount, his earthly all, which he had 

tbuB employed, to gain the blessed \>oo\l cou\a\mTi<^ ^<b >u»y9tV&d»& oC aalvation, was 

promptly returned *, and silent but esmfisl \its.<<i«t "vi^a ^aSii) csSist^^^MX*'^^^ Yn^vl 

great price** might be made \us own iot cX^iiaV^. ^Viasx to» \&»6!^\a -w^ "^b^ 
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sacred book thiougb, not less than five times ; and previous to his death, which 
occurred within a year after receiving the Bible, he became deeply impressed with the 
following passage in Revelation, " Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall 
see him. Shortly after this, having obtained *' a good hope through grace,'* he termi- 
nated his earthly course in the triumphs of faith. If such be the blessed results of a 
single copy of the ■ Scriptures, when accompanied with the fervent prayers of a Chris- 
tian, what may we not hope for, when the four hundred thousand Baptists. in the 
United States shall be furnished with copies of the Bible, to be bestowed on the poor 
and destitute of our land, and the gift be accompanied with their fervent prayers 1 



$36 00 

14 75 

300 

3 00 

30 00 


17 00 


290 00 


50 00 
115 00 


30 00 
450 

29 00 
3 00 


30 00 


1050 00 
3 00 
1 00 



TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 

Moneys received by William Colgate, Treasurer of the *' American and Foreign 

Bible Society,'' 1838. 

Jpril 
Bible Society of New Market-street 

Charch, Philadelphia, per J. Jones 
Cash, Ac of J. Jones 
L KtMcUwain, Phila. per I. M. Allen 
E. Fay, annual subscription 
Fall River Bap. Bible Soc. prS. Hall 
A New-England family, being the 

product of 35 cents from each mem- 
ber of the family monthly, per M. S. 

W. Quincey, .... 
CourtUndc County Bible Society, per 

J. Osborne, Treasurer 
Female Bible Society of First Baptist 

Church, Newark 
Orleans Co. Bible Soc. W. Metcalf, Tr. 
Bible Society of the North Baptist 

Church, per W. H, Townsend, Tr. 
Interest on a Note 

Stamford Bible Soc. perC.G. Sommers 
Susannah Ashman, Phila, pr I. M. Allen 
Cape Girardean Baptist Church, per 

W.Johnson .... 
A. C. Smith of Savannah, on account 

of collections, per Rev. A. Maclay, 
Sweetwater Asso. Tenn. per S. Love 
Sarah Jordan, per do 

Collection at the Six Mile Ch* Blount 

Co. E. Tenn. per G. Snider, per du 
Bridge water Baptist Association, Penn 

aylvauia, H. S. Wilson, Treasurer 
Females of the Baptist Society, Ply 

mouth, per E. Cushman 
Wm. Williams, N.York, per S.H. Cone 
Franklyn Association Bible Society, 

per J. Howell, Treasurer . . 
Friends in the Barre Association, Ver- 
mont per S. Huntington . 
Bible Society of the First Baptist 

Church, New-York, per L T. Devan 
Amoskeag Bap. Ch. N. H. per T. Rand 
Widow Sibel Bugby, Plainfield, per do 
D. French, Nelson, do 

Seneca Bible Soc. per J. M'Lallen, Tr. 
S. Chapin, D. D. Washington 
W. D. Murphy, New-York 
Stamford Bible Society, Ct. pr H. Little 
Bethel Bible Society. Ky. pr A. Bennett 
Hopkinsville do do do 

Bowlinggreen do do do 

Pleasant Grove do do do 

Bible Society of the South Baptist 
Cfaureh, New- York, W. Tracy, Tr. 
Seneta Bible Soc. per J. M'Lallen, Tr. 
Solomon Peck .... 
Female Baptist Bible Society, Lower 

Dublin, Pennsylvania 
Burlington Bible Soc. pr Rev. 8. Aaron 
York Bible Society, LivingstonCo. N.Y. 
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30 00 
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50 
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141 00 

30 00 

500 

30 00 
90 00 
27 75 



Bible Society of Unadilla Forks and 

vicinity, J. Enos, Treasurer 
Bible Society of the Exeter Baptist 

Church, Otsego Co. per L. Raymond 
Baptist Ch. in Norway, N.Y. prM.Poet 
Collections at Prayer Meetings in the 

Flemington Baptist church, New- 
Jersey, per C. Bartolette . 
Juvenile Bible Soc. of Baptist Church 

in Alleghany town, Pa. pr A.D. Gillett 
Bible Society of Piseataway, New-Jer 

sey. per D. D. Lewis 
Widow Alice Hascal, Pompey, N. Y. 

per D. Keudrick 
Female Burman Bible Society of the 

Spruce-st. Baptist Church, Phila. 
Bible Society of Albany County and 

vicinity, per W. Soulden, Treasurer 
Bible Society of the City and County 

of Phila, I. Taylor Tr. per G. Swope 
Bible Society of Hamilton Institution 

D. L Lloyd, Treasurer 
Champlain Baptist Convention, W. I. 

Cutting, Treasurer . 
Wm. Prothero, Sen. South Carolina, 

per W. B. Johnson, D. D. 
Coun. State Bible Soc. J. B. Gilbert,Tr 
Bible Society of 16th Baptist Church 

and Cong. N. Y. per J. B. Halstead 
Baptist Church Morristown, New-Jer- 
sey, per W. Sym 
Female Bible Society of North Berlak 

Bap. ch. N. Y. Mrs. S. Chappell, Tr. 
Utica Broad-st. Bib. So. A. HubbeIl,Tr. 
New-Jersey Baptist State Convention, 

per P. P. Runyon . . . 
Baptist Church in Reading, Pennsylva 

nia, per E. M. Baker . , 
Female Friend in Dover 
Rensselaer County Bible Society, per 

E. Ostrander, Treasurer . 
Deerfield Bap. Ch. N.Y. prD. Eldridge 
Fible Society of 1st Baptist Church at 

Hamilton, by Rev. A. Wheelock 
Chenango Co. Bible Society, per do 
West Troy Bap. Ch. pr Rev. S. F.Park 
Baptist Church at Fort Ann Village, 

New-York, per J. Corning . . 
Cumberland-street Church, Norfolk, 

Virginia, per Rev. T, Hume 
Jason Corning, New-York . 
Seneca Bib. So. N.Y. pr J. M'Lallen,Tr 
Collect's in Baptist Ch Portsmouth, 

Va. by Rev. A. Maclay, pr,T. Hume 
Lower Providence Baptist Church, 

Pennsylvania, per J. S. Jenkins 
FemaleBible AsROciation,'l'hiIadeIphia 

per Mrs. Jones, Treasurer 
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Onoihlie'' CmiBir Bible Socinlr, | 



P<iiirlikHiHi«BibleSacleif,Ni«r-Yurk 

FirM Bsptirt cLiih, Kabwny, Nb*- 

Jsrat, pat Rbi. 8. J. Dt.ka . 
lfr>.A.Hua[,p(irIlBv.L.W.WBl»tBr 

B«bacu Thompian da 

Mri. Ihry Tbampimi da 

Bfn^ EhUlut 'I liumiMMi do 

Hri. Sally 6uiud!I do 
C^arlM Bibeoek, parDinlel Hucall 

E. Belden do 

Eldar Rniik do 

Eldsr Tlukbui Oo 

Hn. OMdet, of FBwnd da 

J. Pnaut, PituBKid do 

CbnreS in Hinftird, rr N, Cotvor do 
SaralDgaAiHj pr g. Coin, Ti. do 

SupbeuChipla ' do 

For Rfpnru ilo 

WoreonorA.. Ml. O.Coni8H0,Ti.Jo 

Slurbridga ia^'i'lii! L. BwM, Tr. do 
Wanaald Ako- S. Anol, Treu. da 



Bapllilehiirdi, KBHdliiB, iv pur KaT. 

Xq)liii Gbarcb,' RIchiDoad elir, Obio, 

par W. H. Byron. . 
Bu, ab.Kii^nnil, GsnuiiCo. per do. 
■flt.La>rBD» Co. Biblo ?oniaiv, per 

W. E. Lwbs, Tnuurer, . 

K». A. Hacliy, baiog bnlancs orbb 
Bible aocisly of Msigi' Cra.k Auiicin. 
Mid irTajlori C°neIoii.ll,°'^'"Li^fe 

Kn.'D.'wiIU^'unual lolwtipllor 
Auamaek Bible SqcielyT Vn. pnr G. 

Bhaftibiiry CenD-e Bible Bo^ Vl pci 



Crsutille BiblD So.>>, per J. Averil 

VlrpinLn and Foraijn Bible Soe. pet 
alzBT, Tteaiwrer 

Nso-IIainpehira nnd Forrign Bible 8i 
aielf. par Jobn A. Oault. Treuurp 



Ln^Fam.^Dai'. SmI' 



■naoRo'ley.afFeednni'ckurch SH 
W. Uoibina, IndL'pfmdnncocb. SW 

IoIIoiUdii el ADDirenarr 4 IE 

, McCull i Sol, . . 2 li 

"iouu, TrenHirrr, par W. B. Turpli 
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BspLlii Frnj. Bible SDciel/ ofHarvHrc 
al>». 10 tiiaka Rav. .Moiei Cunia t 

C. HiiiilMid a Life Member . 
,CliiFle> ifirringiea. OHsKiville. 111. 

iJoirph Rpynsldi. Pbila. o Life Hambei 

Ret. John'sniih! D'ekitire, 6. .L. H. 

J.jBnkiBi,Tte*.urer°*^'. "". ^" 

Sixmuiiibalniera.l'onboodndd mn- 
Kiya fer (MM u 1 pet cam pEr anii. 
J<mii McKiuaier.inbBcriptioD 
Famsla S»i.irg Sou')' of Mila>but(. 

Bihie SriBI J of M^oibntg, pi. J. Mile. 
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Hr.. Vlll. 



New-York. 



Oclobrr,,1838.„ 



To tie Corraponding Secretary. 

UwiMN, 6tfa Septembsr, 1638. 
My mrj detT brother: 

1 HiTi greM pteaiure in conrpjing to 7011 > eopj of tb* ReMltiiion* nnini. 
tnnutly psised by oar Coniinillee it th^ir mpeling- this dtj. [t nffiiNled ui Ktt k 
high gritiGcatian lo >eeyr>u in Ihe midaior 01, md I triiat yonr kinii riiit F<n 
do ranch to slrenglhrB and cement the binds of brnlhprlj union which connect 
UB with oar fellow ChrJitiani in. the United Statea, u well M to eilfnd ■n4 
inTigorBte the T«rioii« efforts in which we are reapfcUvely engiged for Iba 
eDlargement of our UeiTeoIy Muter'a Krogdnm. 

I icn happy that our beloved brothvr Pearce hu arrired'in town mat al Ihlf 
juncture, beeitiH he ia far more competent than tnjaeif to fnrniah fou with 
\hoaf detaila of information reapecting the progrcai of tranalatinqa wbioh jbq 
are aniioua lo obtatn. [ troat be will have no difficaltj iB nf\j]»g%o joar 
a time for the picket to-morrotr. 
Allow me to aubacribe myaelf, 
Hy dear brother, 

Yours, Tery aincerelj and rMpactfUIW, 

jRo. DnK. 



Read a letter from Wm Colgate, Esq, dated New-tork, Hih July inlro- 
ducing the EUr. Charlea G. Sonimera, and encloiW bilta, value J^IMK 14, H, 
bein^ the amount of a third donation of JioDOO frora the American (nd Fereifa 
Bible Society towirda our Tranalatlona, on whieb it waa ReMtlwd, 

That thin Cflmmittee hue much pleaatire in receiving their eiteeoied brolbef, 
the Rev. Chiriei O. Hnrnmera, accrpdilrd to thrm oa Correaponding Seerelu][ 
of the Amftican ami Foreign Bible Society, and a member of the Americaa 
board of Biplial Miaiiona, and are happy in the opportunity, through fait 
medium, to expreaii their deaire of increased friendly intercourse with thoif 
bodiea. They beg each lo accent a copy of each of the publications of thi« 
Society, to he placed in their library, and respectfully re<iu¥ it a similar, grapt 
from them. That this Coinmitt»e acknowledge, with much gratitude, .t^ 
renewed kindDess of their brethren, the Comioittet of A« fc.ia«V\c«ivi&,'^<n»>v>- 
Bible Socielj, ia forwarding 1 third Ubeia\ doaa,\laa\nii«l^^D»'\.n- *"'" 
itanjing fnwaii by oar MMottuiCB in Indw, 
9 
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Camberwili., near London*, September 6th, 1838, 

My dear Brother : /.mi 

It will doubtlesa gratify you to learn that a very extensive ran^e of Transla- 
tion is now occupied bv our brethn;n, and that in addition to the Bengali, Hin- 
dastani, Sanskrit, anci Armenian /versions, which wete before in coorse of 
execution, they are now proceeding with the Hindi (or Hindui) Gospels, trans- 
lated by the late devoted Missionary, Mr. Chamberlain, and will soon com- 
mence with the Epistles in the same language, now in course of preparation by 
our worthy brother. Mr. Leslie, of Mongliyr. While the Bengali is spoken by 
the great body of Hindus throughout the Loicer Provinces of the Bengali Presi- 
dency, the Hindoi is used by thesrme class throughout the J^orth West or Upper 
Provinces ; and while tlie Hindustani is understood by the great body of the 
Mahomedans throughout Hindustani, the Sanskrit ia the language in which are 
written the books used by the learned Hitulu4 tlirooghout the same vast extent 
of territory. Alrog#»ther the translations in progress comprehend the languages 
used by at If^Mi fifty millions of heathens or Mabomedans; so that, as completed, 
they will supply facilities for usefulness of the most extensive as well as interest- 
ing kind. - ' , 

The Armenian version, you are all i| ware, is for the use ©f the members of that 
very ancient, but now Very corrupt, branch of the Christian Church. The 
ArmeniHU nation has for many centuries possessed a version of the Scriptures, 
*^made in the days of its purer faith, and generally acknowledged to be faithlul 
and ezpressi;i^e. In tl^is version the Greek terms for baptism, &c. are translated 
by Armenian words, signifying immersion About twenty-five years a^o this 
version was reprinted in India under the patronage of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and has been extensively distributed indifferent parts of the East, 
in v*hich communities of Armenians are found scattered. A shoK time since a 
new edition i)f the Armenian Testament vas published at Moscow by the Psdo- 
baptist Missionaries stationed in Persia, in which they have omitted the Arme- 
nian words referring to baptism, and in their stead inserted the Greek words im 
Armenian letters. By such as required us to conform to the English authorized 
version, this innovation in an established version, and especially in one so aneientj 
must surely be regarded as very unwarrantable. 

Aniong the Missionaries of our Society in Calcutta is a very worthy brother, 
named Carapiet E. Aratoon, (but commonly called Carapiei only.) who was 
born of Armenian parents, and was a member of that Church until converted to a 
purer faith, through the preaching of one of the Serainpore Missionaries, thirty 
' years ago. Almost ever since that time he has been employed in proclaiming 
the Gospel to Hindus and Mahomedans in different parts of India; and in 
addition to these duties has now the oversight of the littie Church of Native 
Christians, o^ which, while in Calcutta, I acted as pastor. Our beloved friend, 
Mr. Malcom. who knows his character, may probably have informed you, that 
for the last tew years Mr. C. has felt an intense desire for the salvation of bis 
countrymen, and that in consequence he has compiled from- the Scriptures, and 
from the ancient evangelical writers of the Armenian Church, many excellent 
Tracts, some of them of considerable size. Part of these he has printed at. his 
own expense, while others have been executed at the cost of the mission. They 
have been distributed in various parts of the East, with saving benefit to some 
individuals, and with no inconsiderable ad vantage to many others, by awakening 
their attention to evangelical truth. Encouraged by this success, Mr. C is 
anxious still further to benefit his countrymen, by giving them, for the first time, 
a Testament with marginal referenceSy that they may better compare Scripture 
with Scripture, and understand the dangerous errors Into which their national 
church has fallen. So desirous is our dear friend to secure this object, that he 
has cheerfully offered towards it far more than bis circumstances will afford, and 
has now determined to insert in the volumes, at his own expense, a map of 
Canaan, to illustrate the Gospels, and of St. Paul's voyages and travels, to illus- 
trate the Acts and Epistles. In this edition he will (of course} restore iht words 
on baptism originally used and continued for so many centuries, and will alto 
substitute for words now obscure to most, through being obsolete, others, under- 
stood by all. He doubts not that the edition will be much more correct, as well 
Ma more portable, than the one before pimVed al Moscow. Although Mr. Cara- 
piet la about sixty years of age, he \s cxceedXn^X^ d«%\to\A\x» VvkvN. '^\» ^ic^xiuvr)- 
neo, penon%ily to eoovcy to i!ieia\]h« ^ox4 ^i '^^>va^^<«t«u\. ^»x.>*^^ k«tt^ 
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Africa, and Europe, and folly hopes to do so, (if, as I trust, permitted by our 
Oonifnitlee,) so soon as the Teatan'ient sliall be printed. Manj fervent prayers 
on behalf of the A. & F. B. S will, 1 am sure, be offered by our aged brothei, 
when the intelligence of your liberal donation in aid of the Armenian Scriptures 
shall reach him. 

But I must now hastily conclude. For every expression of their generous 
desire to assist us in giving to the eastern nations the volume of eternal truth, 
pray offer to the Board, and to each subscriber, the warmest thanks of my breth- 
ren and myself Aid us by your fervent prayers, that in each version we may 
be enabled to express, in every verse, the exact sentiment intended by the ^reat 
Author of Revelation, and that in the distribution of the yolume, as printed, we 
may be guided and blessed by the same Almighty Agent. 

Accept ray affectionate wishes for the perfect restoration of your health, and 
the speedy resumption of your useful labors; and with best regards to the 
Managers of your Board, believe me, 
My dear brother. 

Tours, very affectionately, in the bonds of the Gospel, 

W. H. PXABCE. 



APPROPRIATIONS. 

At a meetingr of the Board on Wednesday 4th of July, 1838, it was. 

Resolved, That the sum qf Jive thousand doUars ^e appropriated to the Lon* 
don Baptist Missionary Society, to aid in printing the Sacred Scriptures in the 
Sanskrit, Bengali, Hindustani, Armenian, and Orissa languages, by the Cal> 
cutta Baiptist Missionaries. 

This money was remitted to London in August, by the hands of our Co^ 
responding Secretary 

And at a meeting of the Bowr.d on Wednesday, 1st August, 1838, an appropri- 
ation was made to the Baptist G^eneral Convention of the United States for 
Foreign Missions, of 5000 dollars; 2000 dojiars of which to be paid to the 
Rev. J. 6. Oncken, Hamburgh, for the printing and circulating of Luther's . 
version of the German Bible; and 3000 dollars to be expended in publishing 
translations of jthe Scriptures made by the Missionaries under their patronage, 
in Asia. 

The last appropriation of the Board is thus kindly acknowledged by the Senior 
Secretary or the General Convention., 

Baptist Missionart Rooms, Boston, Aug. 13, 1838. 
Rev. S, H. Cone, Pres, rfjthe A.^ F. Bible Sooietif, 
Dear Brother : 

It affords me great pleasure to communicate to the Managers of the JSmeriam 
vnd Foreign Bible Sofieiy the thanks of the Board, of the Baptist General Con* 
vention. for their generous appropriation, nn the iirst instant, of two thousand 
dollars, for Luther^s German ^ible, per J. G, Oncken, and 3000 for the Scrip- 
tures in the East, as translated by our Missionaries. More tifuiely aid could 
scarcely have occurred in our operations. InleUigemoe had juMt reached us, 
that an edition of ten thousand copies of the entire Scriptures, and another 
edition of forty thousand copies of a Digest of Scripture, in Burmari, had been 
put to press at Maulmein ; which, with tlie Karen Scripturen and Tracts prints 
mg at Tavoy, would render an additional shipment of paper iminediately <neces> 
sary. The order was promptly executed to the amount of 3()00 reams, which 
will leave our purt for Burmah direct, the first proximo. A furtlier supply for 
the Chinese and Siamese presses at Bangkok, will, by divine leave, be despatch- 
ed in the autuma. 

May the Great Head of the Church still smile on your efforts to^iire his word 
t« all the nations. 

Most affectionately yotirs, 

L. BoLLxs, H. See'y. 

Letters and Extracts to the President, 
From the Seoretafy of the Ijondon Missionary Society. 
Dear Brother : Lokdos, JatkftQ.V.»VS5&* 

I am happj^ to say that our reoenl aTTBLt\g;^meTA,% ^\»ev^^«s>^^ ^*^J^ 
Serimpore Mtutiona, which yott kindly a\\ud« lo^ W^% ^xon^^nwj v»JfcNf^w»»^ 



68. 

India, as well aa at home. I trust that, in taking thijs atep, we were gulfed by 
ilrffih]%e w}fttfoni;'a>id it VllI turn «ul tor the furtheraifice or the Qospef, Still it 
inVoivea, aa you retiiark, a' considerable increase of expehke and responsibility. 
In prdcn ring the requialte funds, we have eminently to walk by faith, aiid not by 
Mat, 'My'n#n spirit, I acknowledge, is occasionally much depressed on this 
auDJect. Hitherto, however, we have been helped ; |ind we ought not to doiibt, 
tha^ while we are doin^ €k)d's work, in his way, He Will sustain hs. ' 

'The geneipotas help Vdur Society has afforded towards our Translation fund is 
of the highest vafue> tiete, from a variety of cii-cunislances, t^^e can do but little 
ift' that direction. ^ 

I wish we Could indulge the expectation t)f seeing you amonv as. Is ikii0 

quite a Taiti hope ? Well, whether we meet on earth or hot, I trast^ fhroti^ 

iflfinite mercy, we shallSneet ere long in a better world ; and ob ! whit a joyml 

meetinflr will that be!' £vetfastin^ praises to Hiih who has rendered i^ possible I 

IttHjiaj dttt brother, very cordially yours, in the best bonds, 

itio. Dteb. 



Calcutta^ February 24, 1838. 
Mt D£ar Brother— Your letter of thfe 11th of August. I received last week,, 
together with reports of the American and Foreign Bible Society. I need 
scarcely say that bbth gave us very great satisfaction, for you well know, * a» 
cold water* to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.* Considering 
the' commierctal distress that has prevailed, your success appears to bs unparal- 
leled. Wear* truly happy to see that you are deifermitted to use all the pacific 
me^ns in your power to bring the Baptists to co-operate in thisrioble enterprise* 
Yott have made a worthy protest against error and imposition, and a' decided 
stand far truth and independence, and the Lord has blessed you, and may he 
still Mesa you more ahd more, till many and great nations sIkiH hear you speak 
to them through the medium of translations, the wonderful works of God ia 
their own language! 

' It devolves ^ m« to relate progress in the translations ; and I shall leave it to 
Brother Thomas to state thfe amount of distribution and monies received. I ai9 
h^ppy to 1say that yesterday I completed our version of the New Testament in 
Hindustani, and we have proceeded with the printing of it to the gospel of 
John. We are rather slow in our progress in this work, as we ate printing 
three editions; one octavo, a second duodecimo, and ii third with marginal" re- 
ferences. Brother Thomas takes as great pains to secure accuracy in these 
proofs while passing through the press as Broihier Pearce did with ihOse in 
Bengali. 1 am st\f^ happy to slate that the Sanskrit version of the New Testa- 
ment is advanced as far as the Hebrews, and will certainly be ready for the 
press at or before the tittie of Brother Pearce's return. When this is com- 
pleted, I hav* determined on the revision and Completion of Chamberlain'9 
version of the New Testament in Hindu!: In the Bengali we are just about to 
commence printing our third edition of the Testament: and this will be printed 
entirely at the expeffse of your society. We were lable in the second edition to 
supply yo« with only five hundred, but in this we hope to supply yoU with' five 
thousand copies, k appears to us necessary to have a large edition this time, 
that we may not be diverted from our labours in the Old Testament, which we 
aretobegin priatiarg when Brother Pearce arrives. ' " 

We have' submitted our Hindustani as we did our Bengali versfon, to the 
most eompetent judges for examination, and are still condnaingtodd^o. A* 
far as we have gone I am rejoiced to say. the result has be^n the same. A? our 
appeal is made to men who are not of otir denomination, their testimony will 
be regarded without suspicion. I have now before me the testimonials of three 
British officers — all of them excellent Hihdu.stanI scholars-, and one of them at 
the head of the Mahomraedan College; one of them says, " It appears to me 
extremely well done." A second : ** The translation is in my opinion, idioma- 
tic, simple, and at the same time classical, and does much credit to the quarter 
whence it proceeds." A third, " I felt quite a feeling of gratitude and pleasure 
at reading many parts which seemed to come home to me as much as in our 
Elnglish version, and had missions done no more, they would have done good 
service to the Lord and this land, by calUnf^ its people to read in their own 
i€mgu9 tb9 wonderM works of Qod.**^ By lYie^ xe^^im^xA^Vs, wv^\^\\»ft V^«.\i.- 
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Hty of your Society, ve. are ^ocoaraged to ^o on with our iiroJ^^yaod to bless (he 
Lord that after many years of labour in the dark, he has>at length made our 
way plain before our face. 

I aq^ yourit in Chri;st Jesus^ 

W. YATES. 

CalcuU4i, 4prU Wh, 1838. 

Mt Dbar Sir — I have just written to the worthy Treasurer of your Society, 
i|i acknowledgment of tl^e receipt of your last liberal appropriation ; many^ 
many thanks toyouancioar other dear brethren, for this renewed proof of your 
ability and determination to^render us effectual aid, in our efibrts to communi- 
■cate the Divine word in the languages of India. 

The second appropriajLion has not yet reached us, but this is 4!)wing to the non- 
arrival of expected letters from li^gland. On referring to the date when this 
third appropriation was made, June 7th, 1837, 1 have been struck with a singu- 
lar, and to me, pleasing <;oincidence. On the 7ih June you voted 5000 dollars 
to aid us, and on the 14th of the same month I put the first form of our new Hin- 
dustani translation to press, having in concert with my brethren, determined to 
print 1000 copies of the entire Teistament with marginal references, 2000 eaeh 
of the four Grospels and Acts, and 500 entire Testaments of a smaller size, or 
in royal 12mo. th^ others being in common 8vo. This was more than we 
should have felt justified in printing, had we conRtdered merely the funds we 
had in hand, or what we had reason to expect from England ; but I thought yon 
and your esteemed associates would not blame us for our presumption in cal- 
culating on your readiness to render us all the assistance that migfit be requi- 
site to enable us to accomplish the important work we had undertaken. We 
little thought then that the Master we serve had already answered our prayers, 
^nd inclined you to place funds at our disposal sufficient not only to enable us 
locomplete this work, but to carry on with vigour others of a kindred nature. 

We have finished. Luke, and are'about half through John; of the three Gos- 
pels already completed, we have printed 1500 copies for separate distribution, 
and 500 to be bound up with the. Acts, besides 100 copies extra of the royal 
1^0. edition. As y^u have given authority to employ the arooout recently 
received in printing the sacred scriptures in any of the languages of the 
•country, we have determined to place one balf of the impression to the account 
of your society, excepting John, however, the single Gospels will not bear the 
name of your society on the title page, it having been primed, and numerous 
-topics circulated, before your last communication was received ; but as your 
object is to circulate the ^ordof God, I apprehend you will not on thisaccount 
and under the circnmsiances just mentioned, object to oUr employing the funds 
placed at our disposal ; rather you will rejoice that even before th^m<m^y reach- 
ed India, or you could have any idea of their existence, portions of the Divine, 
word were actually in cireulatioa, the cost of which in whole, or in par4, will 
no"/ be defrayed from funds furnished by your society. It is very probable that 
we shall hatre to put a second edition of the Ga<!pels to press before we get to the 
end of the Epistles, sind ve feel no. little satisfaction in the assurauce, that 
through your liberality we shall possess the means of doing this without em- 
barrassing our other operations. 

We shall now almost immediately commence two new editions in Bengali, 
and pri^ably one in Sanskrit These we jthink to print entirely at your ex- 
pense. At preisent our intentions are to execute them in the following pro- 
portions. 

la Bengali 8vo. size. 
Entire Testaments, 1500 

Four Gospels, «ach 4,500, 180OQ 

GhDfi^pels and Acts ^.ogether, ' 500 

Ht^yal 12mo. size» 
Entire Testan^ents, ^000 

^Gpspeis and Acts, 1000 

In Sanskrit, 8vo. size. 
Entire Testaments, lOOft 

Four Go^peis, each 150Q, 60(Ki . 

^ Gospelis and ActSj %ft. 

Making together 3QJi60 volwoaeSf 
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I cannot conclude my letter without expressing how cxceedirfgly delighted we 
were with the report, and with the accounts we received of tne proceedings 
which took pFace at the foi*matioQ of the society. How delightfal to think that 
■o large a number of devoted men should be called together on such an occa^ 
sion, and evince, to so great a degree, a oneness of spirit, and agreement of 
views. It may, I trust, be regarded as an omen for good, that in this great 
cause the denomination will appear and act as one. We read the report with 
unspeakable satisfaction and thankfulness to our heavenly Father, who had put 
it into the hearts of his people to unite for such a purpose, had enabled them to 
do so niuch in so short a time, and afibrdedsuch encouraging prospects of future 
prosperity and usefulness. What course our friends in England will take, we 
know not; we have heard of their appeaU to the Bible Society, but so satis^ 
fied are we here that separate efibrt will be most for our comfort iind uset\ilness, 
that we shall not regret, nay, we shall rejoice rather, to learn that the prayer of 
the appeal has been negatived, and the ilenomination thrown on its own re- 
sources. 

May the Lord direct to the adopting of those measures,. whatever they mavbe, 
which will contribute most to his own glory, and the spread of truth and noli' 
ness throughout the earth. , With earnest prayer for the prosperity of the Ame- 
rican and Foreign Bible S'ociety. 

I remain yours in Chriaitian bonds, 

J. THOMAS. 



Tavot, Nov. 6j 183T 
My Dear Brother : 

Before getting this, you will learn that there has been a civil war in Burmah, 
and the whole empire thrown into a state of extreme distraction, on which 
account it was deemed prudent to leave Ava for the present. A war between 
the new king and the Bengal government is supposed to be inevitable. The 
Burrnan monarch is apparently smitten with blindness, and so far has pursued 
a course which, if persisted in, muj*t overthrow the Burman -government, and 
convert the whole empire into a British Presidency. 

Should this be the final result, which is not improbable, from the present po« 
litical state ot 'the empire — you can hardly imagine what an immense field 
will be thrown open to 'is. Not only Burmah proper, but all the Shyan States 
from the great Cambodia river east, to the Hymela mountains on the north, 
stretching along the borders of China for 1000 mi es, — there the Ka C/tf€ns, or 
northern Kerens, are found in all the hill country, north of Ava, into Thibet, 
and throuprh every part of the Shyan states.-^Add to this, we should have ac- 
cess to China at a hundred dlfierent points. Last cold season, I travelled 
through three Shyan provinces, and about 150 miles along the borders of China ; 
preached in more than a hundred Shyan cities and villages, gave away a few 
books and tracts, and had considerable intercourse with the northern Karens; 
and also with the Chinese—a full narrative of this tour I have sent to Dr. 
Bolles. I wish you lo see it, because it will give you some idea of ojie vast field 
which the American and Foreign Bible SotieLy has to cultivate. 

May God continue to bless you in the great work of giving the Bible to the 
world ! is my earnest prayer. 

Yours ever aflectionately in the Gkrapel^ 

E. KINCAID. 



To William ColgaU, Esq. TVeasurer of the A. and P. B. S. 

Maulmein^ Dec. 30^, 1837. 
Mt Dear Brothbr — Yours and Dr Kendrick's were duly received, and 
would have been answered immediately, had I not seen in the very next nnm- 
.ber of the Baptist Magazine an article on the subject of the Shyan language, 
which doubtless corrected yqur mistake, in supposing that it was a dialect of 
the Burmese ; and I have larelv deferred writing, until I should hear the result 
of the Bible Convention in Philadelphia; but our letters are strangfely delayed, 
80 we bav* heard nothing from home since the middle of last April ! and the 
approaching close of the year reminds tne lo examine my file of ' unanswered 
letters/' and endeavour lo bring up sonw atteM^i^es. 
Aa to the Bible qaesiion, 1 am eaViTe\y ol o^\ik\au,x\i^\\\»t^ a\i^xxQ\»t ^ 
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distinct Bible organization ; but though I rejoice in what your society has done 
for the past year, 1 question whether it ought not to be so modified as fairly to 
represent and fully to meet the wishes of the whole denomination. I trust, 
however, that the united wisdom of the Convention, and the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, in answer to prayer, have prompted the adoption of the best pos- 
sible course. 

The next question, therefore, is — to what object you ought primarily to di- 
rect your eflbiis — what translations in the East claim your aid? 1st. The 
Burmese, which is the result of the labour of many successive years. It has 
been published in four vols, octavo, and we are now preparing to publish anew 
edition, in which the whole will be comprised in one volume quarto. This 
translation is read throughout Burmah and Arracan. 2d. The Peguan, which 
will he read by a population of about 100,000 Peguans in the British provinces, 
the neighbourhood of old Pegu and Siam. 3d. The Karen, by brother Mason 
of Tavoy, — a translation, which will be read by all the Karens throughout Bur- 
mah and Siam, as fast as they become a reading people. The New Testament 
is, I believe, nearly done. May the translator's life be spared to finish the 
whole Bible ! 4th. The Siamese, by Brother Jones of Bankok, which will be 
read throughout the kingdom of Siam. 5th. The Sbyan, by Brother Brown of 
Sadiya, which wiljbe read throughout all the norihe-n Shyan states. All the 
above translations are original^that i.s, made into languages, into which neither 
the Bible, nor any considerable portion of Scripture had ever been translated 
before. I may add 6ihly. The Bengali by Ikoiher Yates, which, though not 
original, having been preceded by Dr Carey's and others, is really a new 
tianslatir>n, and undoubtedly the best one ever made into that language. All 
the translators above mentioned (the present company always ejccepied,j I 
know from personal acquaintance, to' be able, competent men — philologists, 
scholar*^ — candid, iipright, conscientious searchers after truth — men, who 
would rather have their right hands cut off, than knowingly pervert a single 
panicle of the word of God — men, who are worthy the entire confidence of the 
Christian public. Now to support them and their assistatits, while perfecting 
themselves in their respective languages, completing their translations and im- 
proving them in successive editions ; to support nrinters, furnish presses, paper, 
workmen, &c sufficient to meet the increasing aeman • for the scriptures; and 
to provide means for the distribution of the books when made, throughout these 
eastern lands, require largesupplies from the chanty of the Churches. And as 
we are all sworn to give, iu our translations, to the best of our ability, the word 
of God, /Ae whole word, Sind nothing but the word, in defiance of the lady of 
Babylon and all her progeny; there is no point in the whole visible creation 
to which we can look for support, but '* The American and Foreign BiWe So- 
ciety." Here we stand; we cannot change our position ; we must not desert 
our post : God help us and you t 

In the preceding I have mentioned six translations only ; but every year will 
doubtless bring a new one. We have the Paho, the Toung-thoo and' the Kycn 
just at our door. And how many are at the doors of Penkok and Sadiya, and 
on the way to China, and in Great China, and in all Asia, and unexplored 
Africa, and the islands of the sea, what pen is competent to set f9rth 1 The An- 
gel wi'.h the everlasting gospel ha^alreaay poised his wing and commenced his 
fiight. May the prayers and the alms of the church speed him on his glorious 
career through the wide world I 

Yours faithfully, 

A JUDSON. 



BIBLICAL LIBRARY. 

7%e following additions have been made since July. 

King James* Bible, Black letter, 1st edition, 1vol. folio; printed by Robert 
Barker, London, 1611; under the superintendence of a Committeeof the Trans- 
lators. (Exceedingly scarce and valuable.^ Presented by Robert F. Winslow, 
Esq. of New-York. 

La Sainie Bible, printed at Geneva, 1705. 1 vol. quarto. Presented by S. 
H. Cone. ' 

The Calcutta Baptist Missionaries have sent se^eu co^K^^ o\ ^^'^^vik.'^jXv'^ . 
Testament, 8vo. ; besides numerous specixneiis oY \.\i^ Cjo?»^\&^\!i^ ^wt\^^V®^^^ 
together, and separately, for gratoiious dV8XtVbvxl\oT^\\iV\i<^tt«s^^^^>^^».^'^^ 
9Rd Armeajiaa lan^aagts. 
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LOSS Br Flkfi. 

On the sight of the 30th Atignst, 1838, the pfintiti^ ^tablishthetit of Brother 
Jbhn Gray, No. 229 Water-street, Nfew-Yorfc, was destrdyed by fite. By this 
proYid^htial dispehsation, the American and foreign Bible Society has sus- 
tained no little detriment. The first edition of 25,000 copies of the Scmday 
School New Testament, tHmo. printed as far as 2d Cor. wks entirely constimed, 
anddne set of stereotype plates materially injured If Will r^qdir^ nearly fif- 
teen bandred dollars td repair the damage, and will probably postpone the pub- 
lication of the Tiestament to the latter part of December Bot He who is too 
wise to err hath done it, and we believe He also will overrule it fbr good. lO'pon 
His gradiods providence, and the kind co-operatiot of otlf frfeiidsin the Bible 
cause, w^ confidently rely for the means to do par fiiil share, as Baptists and as 
Americans, in the work of Home Distribution. • . . 



ISTEW AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 

Yoting Men's New-York City Bible Society, llecogniised, August 1, 
New-Hampshire and Foreign Bible Society, . . . do. 

Talladega County Bible Society, A.abama, .. ... do. 

Amite County Bible Society, Mississippi, do. Octc^r 1st. 



1838w 
do. 
do. 
do. 



TREASURER'S ACdOtTOT. 



Mmms received by William Colgate, TVeasurer of the " Ameriain and Foreign 

Bible Society;' 1838. 



July, 1838. 
Qisipjo Bible Society, per P. Eatoo, Tr. 
Mrs. Levering, l^itltimore, pr A. Ma 

cl&y . -^. . . • 
Br. Toy, Norfolk, piir A. Maclay 
Br. Hume. Portsojoutb, do 

Three brethren at do do 

dr. J. T. Temple, Chicago, da 
Femxlea at Ballston do 

Bible departmeBt at Saratoga do 111 31 
Individuals at Saratoga ^ do 2 75 
{!uii8cript^8 at Srheuectttla c|o 8 25 
Piioceeds of Jewelry do 12 OU 



2 00 

10 75 
17 00 

11 00 
50 00 

2 (K) 



Deduct preTiously paidlip 



t^27 061 
40 00 



Talladegn Co. Bibl^ Society, Alabama, 

per C. G. SomineriB, , 

Grand River Bibie'So.pr G.Browu, Tr. 
Baptist church at Caahee, N. C. per & 

1. Wheeler. .... . 

Baptist church, Massillon, Ohio, per 

C. W. Sage 

Banuettsville Bible Society, per H. B- 

Thomas, Treasurer 
Robert King, aunual subscription 
Otsego Bible Society, per P. jQuton . 

August. 
F. VVayland, sen. per A. Maclay, 
Joshua Fletcher, Saratoga do 
Mrs. Stewart, do do .. 

Baptist churchy Milton, do . 

Chopautfo AMo<:iatioo Bible Society 

per R. Main, Treasurer . 
Chunptown Bap. ch. per P. Brokaw, Tr 



$102 00 



187 06 

80 00 
70 83 

15 00 

16 00 

150 00 

3 00 

150 00 

20 00 

21 00 
1 00 

15 75 

120 00 
45 50 



Bible Soc. Broadalbin, U. C. per W. 

Frauer . ^ , . 
J. D. RawKnge, }M , . , . » 
Wayne Co. Bible Soc, pr R. C. Jackson 
Monougahela Association Bible Society, 

per A. Shalleqbeyer 
(ieauga Bap. A^sociat'u pr W. H. Byron 
Jeflerson Bible Soc. A. Shelden, Tr. 

per Rev. J. SndtJEer ... ♦ 
Blank River Bible' Soc. Vt. Vati Nvst, 

Treasurer, per do . . 

Walter Read. Oswefo, per d9 
Newbury Bapt. Bible Soc. S. C. per 

I. S. Cafwile, Treasurer . . , . 
Baptist ch, at Stillwater, diuratoga' Co. 

per A. Maclay 
Muuroe Asaocidtion, N. Y. per O. Sage, 

Treasurer. » . .' . . , . 
Stephentown Association, pr G. W. 

Griass, Treasurer . • . 

September, 
Virginia and Foreign Baptist Bible So 

ciety, per J Sizer, Trea»ur«»r . 
Rufus C. Eaton, Spribgville. N. Y. 
ChautauquR County Bible Soc. per J. 

Moore, Treasurer .... 
Courtlaod Association Bible Soc. per J. 

Ofboni, Treasurer .... 
Union Association of cburchoa in New 

York and Conn, per J G. rolloni, Tr. 
Mrs. Ann Fuller, fJMr Speucer H. Quoe, 
Mn;. Sarah Sadgebury, do 

Elisabeth Atkina, do 

Lawrence Harm, do 



933 QO 

10 00 
46 13 

100 00 
.9 60 

50 82 

15 00 
5 00 

SO 50 

t 50 

497 00 

27 00 

3000 00 
30 00 

170 57 

25 00 

7 75 

30 00 

30 00 

3 00 

1 UO 



$5133 97 



WM. COLGATE Esq. Treasurer, 6 Dutch-street. 
Bev. CHARLES O. SOMMERS. Corretpoiuliag Secr«Ui^,mK%AVMm^tr«et, IV. T. 

ICT Thiu pttblicatioo ia periodical, contains n ha\f «He«i, atvA v\k« i^oi^»«« Vx wk) ^^wm» ^ud^wt 
ZOO milm, ukl'9 ceotc i for any dUtante ovat \W nttM>% V-^ ««i^> 



iairA.m»Bm&T VAvamso 




BBTDBII or TBB COBRESPONDIHa SeCRITHRT. 

Thrungh the ioteTpuiilion of a kind ProTidence, the Corn>Bpnnd in {; Secre- 
tary of the Aroeiican and Foreign BjIiIp Souiety, has aftain been resiured to 
hia accuBtomed duties. Coireipondenta are tbercfore Teqneslod, as hereto- 
fore, to direct their commnnicalions to him at 8S Mad iaon- street, New- 
York. With regard in Ihe object which csrrind him lo Great Britain, in July 
last, he may state, that his labonrs in behalf of the Canada Baptist Misaion 
and the cause of rainisteiial education nere blessed of God, and that having 
perfomied hi* engagements ia that quarter, he deTOttd the remaining time of. 
hiiTiait in London, principally to the ioterestsoflhe Bible Society. He was 
enabled to collect for the Biblical library, soqm rare and Taluable worka 
bearing on the subject of Bible transtalions, a list of which is givem in the 
present qnaiterl; paper. 

In addition, hs may say generally, that the British Baptists highly appraTe, 
under existing circumstaaces, of the orf^anization ofonr society, and regard the 
date of its formation, as a happy epoch in oar denominational hiatory. AI- 
thongh, as yet, no tangible manifestalion of their sentinienlt has been ntade, 
still their langiiafte to ds is, The smiles of Israel's God be apon your labonra, 
ai>dnsk»yoQabDDdantIyin«niniental in building up the waste places of Zion, 
and in ^ving to a dying world, the book of God, pare as it oamo from tfas 
foDDt of hesTen's inspinlkni' 

Vol. I. 10 
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SOCIETY'S PUBLICATIONS. 

After unforeseen and unavoidable delays, we are happy to announce to our 
auxiliaries and friends generally, that the first edition of twenty-five thousand 
copies of the New Testament, for Sunday Schools, is ready for delivery at 
12 1-2 cents per single copy, bound in cloih, and at 16 cents in sheep, let- 
tered ; the neatest and cheapest New Testament ever published in this city. 
It would have appeared sooner, but for the destruction of the. Printing Office 
by fire, on the 30th of August last ; this, with other circumstances not under 
our control, has prevented the earlier accomplishment of our wishes. God*8 
ways are not as our ways, neither are his thoughts as our thoughts. He blesses 
even when he smites. 

The Brevier 12mo New Testament, comprising two hundred and fi fly-two 
pages, will be ready for delivery in about three weeks. Both these editions 
of the inspired book, are reprints from King James* version of 1611. No al- 
terations have been made, except where the orthography required to be mo- 
dernized, including the proper use of the indefinite article. 

Orders for books, until further notice, may be sent to the Treasurer, No. 6 
Dutch-street, New- York. 

The following are specimens of the type : — 

SPECIMENS OF THE PRINTING TYPES OF THE SOCIETT's BOOKS. 

Nonpareil Sunday School Testament. 



Matthew viii. 11. Ephbsians iv. 5, 6. 

5 One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, 

6 One God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you 
all. 



11 And I say unto you, that many 
shall come from the East and West, 
and shall sit down with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heaven : 



Bremer New Testament. 



Acts v. 41, 42. Revelations xzii. 19. 

41 IT And they departed from the pre- 
sence of the Council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer shame for 
his Name. 

42 And daily in the Temple, and in 
every house, they ceased not to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ. 



19 And if any man shall take away 
fromf the words of the book of this pro- 
phecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book. 



Bfemer Bible, 12mo. now Printing, 

Exodus ziii. 21, 22. 1 Samuel zvii. 37. 

37 David said moreover, The LORD 



31 And the LORD went before them 
by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them 
the way, and by night in a pillar of fire, 
to give them light to go by day and night. 

22 He took not away the pillar of the 
cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by 
night, from before the people. 



that delivered me out of the paw of the 
Lion, and out of the paw of the Bear, 
he will deliver me out of the band of 
this Philistine. And Saul said unto Da« 
vid, Go, and the LORD be with thee. 
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EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE. 

A commanication of unasual interest has been received by the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, from Mr. Shack, oar missionary at Macao, China, which 
but for its length, is worthy of being given entire : we are compelled only to 
extract. His feelings towards the American and Foreign Bible Society, he 
thus expresses : 

" I assure you, my dear brother, that my heart greatly rejoices in the success which 
attends the Americqin and Foreign Bible Society, and I shall still more rejoice to learn 
that our whole denomination has become united in the idea of both Foreign and Home 
distribution, f cannot see why your society may not regard the erUire world, as the 
grand field ofits operations, and direct its energies accordingly. I perceive, however, 
from my latest papers, that a few of our eood brethren, in America, think differently. 
From the first agitation of the question f have had but one opinion on the subject, 
and have delighted to contemplate your new society, as in the majesty of its onward 
labours, bearing the dual motto, " the Bible translated,'* and '' the Field is the 
world." 

Again, relative to the comparative merits of the three Chinese versions of 
the Bible, Mr. S. remarks : 

'' You are aware, that there have been three distinct versions of the Bible into the 
Chinese language ; the first, by Dr. Marshman of Serampore ; the second, by Dr. 
Morrison of Macao ; and the third, by Messrs. Medhurst, Gutzlaff and others ; the old 
testament of the latter not yet quite out of press. Marshman's old testament, is 
better than Morrison's, but the new, I chink not so good. The testament by Medhurst 
and Gutzlaff, is without question, superior to cither of the other versions, being more 
idiomatic, and infinitely better understood by those for whom it was intended. By 
some of the missionaries in the Archipelago, however, it has. been objected to as being 
too free and paraphrastic ; but /, after having read every page of it, Uke it with some 
exceptions, particularly the false garb which Baptizo and its progeny are made to wear. 
Relative to the unintelligibility of Morrison's translation, I will just mention an illus- 
trative circumstance. Mr. Lay, agent for the British and Foreign Bible Society, who 
is now here, is restricted by his patrons in his Bible distribution in China, to Morrison's 
translation, and when he was leaving Singapore for China some months ago, Leang 
Afa, the Chinese evangelist, who resides at Singapore, came to him to bid him fare- 
well, and with solemn countenance addressed him thus, " I am sorry that the chris- 
tians in England are expending their money exclusively in printing and in employing 
you to circulate a book {(referring to Morrison's translation) among my countrymen, 
which my countrymen do not and cannot understand." 

Facilities for increased usefulness. — 

" Since I have been in (^hina, now about nineteen months, I have distributed a very 
great number of christian books in the streets and shops of Macao and Canton, and 
on board of the numerous Junks in the adjacent harbours. At one period, and within 
the space of two weeks, I distributed nearly thirty thousand pages of christian books, 
no man molesting me. And at this very time, there are abundant ' facilities for dis- 
tributing the scriptures and religious books in Macao, Captnn, &c.' 

" With proper encouragement from home, it would not take a very great while, by 
the blessing of the Master, to have an edition of a gospel or two, or some of the epis- 
tles ready Tor the press." 

" I am quite inclined to conclude, that it is decidedly better in the present state of 
the heathen world, to distribute the gospels and epistles separately, as in primitive 
times. After christian opinions become more prevalent, and to some extent under- 
stood, it may be proper and practicable to circulate the Bible in a collected volume, 
but at present the intellectual and physical faculties of the heathen are too blunt and* 
indolent, not to be discouraged at the size of our smallest editions of the entire testa- 
ment. They may, and indeed sometimes do, prefer receiving a large book to a small 
one, but the perusal of it is quite another thing." 

*^ By faith and prayer, and holy perseverance, much could now be accomplished 
under the divine blessing, for China Proper, and I cherish the hope, that American 
Baptists will very soon afford no small share of holy end vigorous effort cowards the 



76 

instnimental redemption of this vast portion of the promieed inherittnce of the Son of 
God. And to your society, I affectionately cummend these intezeaiing milliona, who 
are still destitute of^ the Word of Life.*' 

'* Cochin China too, affords a fine field for christian effort, but has hitherto been 
singularly neglected by protestants." 

On the subject of the Chinese Bible, published and distribated by Ming 

Ming, the King of Cochin China, Mr. S. says, 

" As you are directly engaged in endeavouring to promote the circulation of the 
book of the Lord, it may not be uninteresting for you to know, that his majesty, Ming 
Ming, the present king of Cochin China, has been for some time engaged in cir€u« 
lating throughout his dominions a Bible^ compiled by his special orders, consisting prin- 
cipally of a decalogue, with an extended commentary by himself. In theory, some of 
the commandments do pretty well, but alas ! morality in these heathen realms, exists 
only upon paper." 

The following is the decalogue referred to ; 

1st. Com. '* Preserve exactly all the social relations. 
2d Com. ** In all things have a good intention. 

3d Com. " Fulfil, with diligence, the duties of your state and condition. 
4tli Com. "Be sober in eating and drinking. 
5th Com. ** Preserve rite's and usages. 

6th Com. <' Let Fathers and Mothers bring up their children with care, and let 
older brothers do the same by their younger brothers. 
7th Com. ** Avoid evil doctrines, and study only those which are good. • 
8th Com. *' Preserve chastity and modesty. 
9th C om. " Observe exactly the laws of the kingdom. 
10th Com. ** Practise good works." 

As, however, the king himself is known habitually to violate more than one 

of his ten commandments, his work meets with bat little applause from his 

sabjects. Mr. S. affectionately concludes thus, 

" Be assured, my dear brother, that, as far as lies in my power, you shall have my 
most hearty co-operation in the great and good work, which your noble society con- 
templates. God Almighty bless the " American and Foreign Bible Society.'* 

Believe me, yours most affectionately in the Lord Jesue, 

J. LEWIS SHUCK. 



The Corresponding Secretary has also been favoured by our dear Brother 
Kincaid, with another of his fervent and encouraging epistles. Under date 
of May 28, 1838, he writes from Mergui. 

" Lasteveningt I had the pleasure of reading your kind and very welcome letter o^ 
June 25. 1837. It has been long in coming, and as the monsoons have set in, so that 
I may not have an opportunity to send again for many weeks, I write by the return 
vessel. By previous letters, you will learn the sad changes that have taken place. 
A somewhat full account has been sent to the Board, which must have been received 
long before this. When we shall be able to return to Ava, is yet uncertain, as the 
English are mustering forces on the frontiers, and the king of Ava still perrists in re- 
jecting the Yon-da-bo treaty. The whole empire is in a sute of feverish excitement. 
What will be the end we know not, but I confidently expect there will be war with the 
English, and in the end all Burmah, and all the Shan states, will be thrown open to 
our efforts. We shall then stand upon the frontiers of China, with no hostile country 
behind us. These are some of the bright pictures I see in prospect. The gospel wiU 
then ring its unearthly peals over a country of vast extent ; from Asam to Bancock, 
and from the Martaban gulph to the Himella mountains, embracing four nations, be- 
sides a few unimportant tribes. The Word of God is either translated, or in a 
course of translation, in the languages of these four nations, the Burmans, Karens, 
Sbans, and Siamese, but I have not time to say all my feelings dictate on this subject. 

Tile Report of the American and Foreign Bible Society, w a ^iiet of no ordinary 
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interest. It spjiean to me, that the Baptists were jriren oat from the old society, on- 
less they would pledge themselres to betray Christ ; onless they would barter for mo- 
ney, the great initiatory ordinance of the gospel. Why keep back from the nations 
any part of the Word of Grod % Certainly there is no more doubt about the meaning 
of Banr/^d), than there is about Apro;, and to leave either untranslated, would be evi- 
dence of Ignorance or dishonesty. The origin of the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety is a new, and in some respects, the most important era in the history of the 
Baptists. They have lived through ages of persecution, tenacious of divine authority, 
the firm and consistent supporters of religious liberty ; and now when the christian 
World had leagued together to conceal a part of the gospel, the Baptists come forward 
with the Hebrew and Greek text, and say, '* here are the original statutes of heaven ;" 
standing on Mount Olivet, they bear the last and solemn charge to the church, 
** teaching them to observe aU things whatsoever I have commanded you.'* There is 
no room for compromising, and no room for prudential maxims ; the object of the 
Baptists is to give the entire Bible to the world, and by the grace of God they will do 
it. 

When 1 have read of the almost universal distress in America, I have been afraid 
that the onward course of the church might be checked, particularly in her labours in 
foreign lands. We have undertaken a great work and must not go back ; the church 
has resources that the world knows nothing of; the walls of Jerusalem were built in 
troublous times — neither the peace and quiet of nations, nor worldly prosperity, are 
necessarily connected with the rising interests of Messiah^s reign. Our God will not 
forsake us in the hour of need. *'' Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the 
world." In the extreme of danger, when the world grows dark arouiid us, God will 
increase our faith, and come forward in new and unthought of ways to our help. He 
will put his shield around us, ** so that our poverty will be our riches, and our weak- 
ness will be our strength." 

Yours, ever affectionately in the Gospel, 

EUGENIC KINCAID. 

HSV. C. G. SOMMBRS. 



EXTRACT OP A LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT. 

! Baptist Missionary Rooms, 
Boston^ Dec. 18, 1838. 
Rev. S. H. Cone — ^My very Dear Brother, 

** There is not the slightest room to doubt that drafts will come upon us within six 
months with almost crushing weight, as in that time sixty thousand dollars must be 
provided for, and we see not where more than half of it is to come from ; while be- 
yond that period, debts are regularly contracting at the rate of more than eight thou- 
sand dollars per month. 

** I earnestly hope that all may be done for us by the American and Foreign Bible 
Society which their funds will allow, as the actual expenditures of the Board of Mis- 
sious in that department require it. A few moments of deliberate reflection and cal- 
culation will corroborate this remark. 

** The families of Messrs. Judson, Mason, Jones of Siam, and Brown of Asam, with 
Osgood, Beunett, Davenport, and Cutter, and the numerous persons employed by 
them as pundits, or as operatives in the printing establishments, all belong on those 
funds. Besides, the book binders and distributors of scriptures must not be overlooked 
in the estimate. Now it is possible that some of -our excellent brethren who do not 
call up all these various modes of expenditure, may be ready to suppose us surcharged 
by the appropriations already made. But to show still further how inadequate the re- 
ceipts are to the expenditures let me say, we have received from your society since 
the first of June last, $10,000, two of which were for Germany, and have been trans- 
mitted thither ; leaving for all the East, ^8000. Now since the 9th of August, we 
have paid for paper, types, ink, one printing press, and other articles belosffing to the 
same service, as press boards, press cloths, &.c. &c. $10,019 11 — and shipped the 
same to Burmah, Siam, and Asam ; without naming a farthing for freights and other 
incidental expenaes. You can see therefore at a glance how the balance must be. 
Thousands of dollars of expense have been incurred by us in this-line for which we 
have no funds. Would time allow I could proceed with remarks justifying the 
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dgnment of all the brethren named above to Bible funds, bat I Ibrbear, simply saying 
that a letter from brother Jodson received this day, states that ail his time for a year 
from the first of June last, will be spent in revising the eciiptures. 

The intelligence from the stations to day is of a delightful character, if we can but 
keep them up and send them the men they need. Ever most sincerely yuurs, 

. L. BOLLES. 

▲PPBOPRIATIONS. 

At the meeting of the Board January 2« 1839, the preceding letter was read. Where- 
upon, it was ymtuimously Resolvedy That Five Thousand Dollars be appropriated and. 
paid to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, to aid them in printing and circulating 
the Sacred' Scriptures in Asia. It afibrded us unspeakable pleasure to be able thus 
promptly to respond to brother Belles' communicsition ; and when the facts he hss 
so forcibly stated are laid before our friends and Auxiliaries, we trust they will 
furnish us with the means of making another appropriation to the same object, before 
tfab next anniversary of the America:f and Foreign Bible Society. 



LIST OF BOOKS 



1 

1 

1 
1 



Procured in England for the American and 

Vols. 

King James' translation of the Bible, 
folio, 1611 . . .1 

Baxter's reprint of Miles Coverdale's 
Bible, quarto 

Oxford reprint of King James' Bi 
ble, 4to .... 

Reports of the British Baptist Union 
1832 to 1837, inclusive 
do do do 1838 . 

Memoirs respecting the translation of 
the Scriptures into Oriental Ian 
guages .... 

Account of the formation of the Trini 
tarian Bible Society . 

The Turkish New Testament incapa 
pable of Defence 

Todd's Vindication of our authorized 
translation and translators of the 
Bible .... 

Defence of the Serampore Mahratta 
version of the New Testament 

** The Bible Society Question," by 
Rev. Ssmuel Chas. Wilks . 

Lewis' Complete History of the se- 
veral translations ef the Holy Bible 

Historical Sketch of the translation 
and circulation of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures 

Lee's Remarks on Henderson's Ap- 
peal to the Bible Society 

Rev. Henry Cotton, on the various 
editions of the Bible . . 

Bishop Newcomb's Historical View 
of the English Biblical translations 



1 



1 



Foreign Bible Society, hy C. G, Sommerr 

Vote* 
Englishman's Greek Concordance, 

Nos. 1 to 9, inclusive . 
Report of the Irish Bap. Soc. 1A38 
Robert Haldane^s Review of the con- 
duct of the Rev. Daniel Wilson . 
Carson's " Refutation of Henderson 

on Divine Inspiration" . 
Carson's Refutation of Wilson, Smith 

and Dick« on Divine Inspiration 
Extracts from the Correspondence of 

the Continental Society 
Six Nos. of the Eclectic Review 
Bellamy on Genesis 
Curtis on the Oxford Bible 
Reports of the Trinitarian Bib. Soc. 
Report of the Edinburgh Bible So- 
ciety 1838 

Haldane's Strictures on the conduct 

of the Bible Society . 
Complete set of the Reports of the 
Continental Society . 
Review of Scott's Apology for 
the Committee of the Bible Society. 
Statement of the Committee of the 
Edinburgh Bible Society. Vindica- 
tions of the proceedings of do. Re- 
port of an extraordinary meeting of 
do. Reports of do do. do. 

Statement of the Committee of do. 
relative to the Apocrypha. Review 
of the conduct of the Directors of the 
Bible Society. Gurnny on the Terms 
of Union with the Bible Society. Re- 
port of the Trinitarian Bible Society 



3 



1 

1 

I 

I 
1 
1 
I 
1 

1 

1 



Presented by the London Baptist Missionary Society^ to the American and Foreign 

Bible Society through C. G. Sommers. 

Vols. 



Periodical Accounts, bound 
Missionary Herald, from 1819 to 
1837, bound .... 
MiMBionary Henld for 1838, unbound 



Vols. 
9 

3 
1 



** News from Afar," being the Quar- 
terly papers of London Daptist 
Missionary Society, from IS32 to 
1838, incloflive .... 1 
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PnsMttih^au JSct. WiUutm H, Pearut to thi Anuriean mid Foriign BiUe So- 

cichfi through C. G, Sommirs. 



Vols. 
Gospel of Mark, in Hindostani . 1 
do Matthew, do . .1 
do do Armenian . 1 
do do Bengali and En- 
glish I 

Gospel of John, in Bengali 1 

New Testament do do . . .1 
Four Gospels do do . .1 

Oxford reprint of King James* Bible, 
presented by Bcnj. Pike, jr. of 
New- York .... 1 



Carapiet C. Aratoon's Armenia n'tract 
on the Divine authority of the Bible 

Topography and Statistics of Eastern 
India ..... 

Biblical Apparatus, in four parts, de- 
signed to assist in the correction of 
present and the })reparation of the 
future versions of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, by Rev. W. Yates, quarto. 

Chinese New Testament, presented 
by J. J. Roberts, Miss, to Chins 



Volsi 



Extract of a letter to the Corresponding Secretary, from Rev. J. J. Roberta, 

dated Macao, May IS, 1838. 

Dear Brother, — 

Allow me the plessure of presenting a Chmese New Testament 
through you, to the American and Foreign Bible Society. It is in four volumes, 
translated by Dr. Morrison — my health and spirits are quite good, and my progress 
in the mission is onward. 



The YotUk's Burman Bible Society of New York^ Auxiliary to the American and Fo" 

reign Bible Society ^ Instituted Oct. 1836. 

Garrat N. Bleecker, President. John N. Rusr, Secretary^ 

Alfred Barer, Vice-President. Georok L. Newton, Treasurer. 



REPO RT. 

A few of the youth connected with the Sai>Hath school of Oliver street chorch, un-* 
dfer a realizing sense of the blessings thev themselves owe to the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, and with an earnest desire that the same revealed tratiis might be en- 
joyed by their destitute fellow beings in Bnrmah, united their coonsels and prayers in 
the formation of the *< Youths' Buruian Bible Society." 

Although two years have since elapsed, the managers now present for the first time 
to their friends and patrons, a report of what has been accotnplished by this youthful 
association, tn reviewing their past efforts, they would acknowledge with gratitude 
the goodness of God in smiling upon their feeble endeavours, and succeeding them be- 
yond their most sanguine expectations. 

At the first anniversary meeting in October, 1837, the Treasurer reported having 
received 857 42 to that period, since which time there have been collected $83 40 
making the whole receipts of the society since its formation, $140 82. Although the 
amount collected has not been large, yet they trust it has been *' an odour of sweet 
smell, a sacrifice acceptaUe, well pleasing to God,*' and that it has brought a blessing 
to the heart of those who have aideu the sacred cause with their benefactions. 

The members have availed themselves of the privilcffe granted them by the consti- 
tution (of specifying the manner in which the funds shall be appropriated) by constitu- 
ting three individuals in whom they felt interested, and whose names will bo found in 
the report of the treasurer, life members of the parent society. 

They would also report that a zealous watchfulness for the welfare of the society, 
has ever been manifested by the members from its formation : and to a continuance of 
this feeling would they look for their future success. Believing that much more might 
be accomplish^ by inei eased exertions, they confidently hope that the members win 
redouble their efforts in this caCise during the coming year^ relying on the blessing of 
Him **who giveUi power to the faint, and to them that have no might increaseth 
strength.** 
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The following is extracted from a letter to the Corresponding Seeretary, by 
W. H. Murch, President of Stepney College, G. B. 

My Dear Sir, — Stepnisy College, Oct. 6, 1838. 

I beg your acceptance of the enclosed £10, ($48 75) foi the American and Fo- 
reign Bible Society. I shall feel it an honour to have my name enrolled among its Life 
Members ; — spraying for its continued prosperity, and for you, that you may be pre- 
served across the mighty waters, and that your life may be long spared for great and 
increasms usefulness in the church. I am Dear Sir, Yours truly, 

W. H. MURCH. 



TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 



Jlfon^ receivedby William Colgate, Treasurer of the ^^ American and Foreign 

Bible Society" 1838. 



Oeinher* 
Rutland County Bible Society, pr S. 

Grigtfs, Treasurer 
Nathaniel Post, HHrkimer county 
Haraden Co. Bible Society pr S. Root, 

Treasurer 

French Creek Asso. Bible 3oc per I. S. 

Caofield, Sec. and Treasurer . 
Portage Associatipii Akrou, Ohio, per 

Rev. S. Audtin .... 
St Lawrence Co Bible Society per E 

Villas, Treasurer . . 
Stanton-streec Bible Society, N York. 

per David Ludlom, Treasurer 
Bridgewuter Associa., pr M. 8. Wilson, 

Treasurer .... 
Bradford do do 

Abington Bapt. Asso. Bibia Soc. per 

Rufus Griiinell, Treasurer 
Franklin BapU A^ociatioo, per M. 

Jackson, Treasurer . 
Protracted Meeting in Utica, per 

Beiinet & Bright : 
I. Vauuers, Veruon Centre, $ 50 

Mrs. Haiinali Kenyon, Boonville 10 OU 
Tilus Poet, Mnrsball. 4 00 

Individuitls in Bapt.Ch. Floyd 6 25 
First Bapl. Ch. Brookfield 35 OU 

Jewelry 



Savannah River Baptist Association, 

Bar A.G. Lawton, Treasurer, through 
[. Lincoln . . . 5 50 

R. Islauil Bapt. State Convention, 

per V. I. Bates, Treasurer. 14 00 
H. W Cogswpll, Tauntou, per 

Rev. H. Clark 
Julia Ann Clark, of do. per W. A. 

Ticknor .... 
Collected in (wo donations, per 

Rev. A. Webb 
Dea. Isaac Wuodhury . 
Miss M. Hemenway . 
Rev. E. AnJrews, Sunderland 
Jesse Whitner do . 

Vincent Bible Society, Pa. . 
Windsor do do . . 

Baptist church and society in Fe- 

deral-street, Boston . . 185 91 



$180 00 
30 00 

101 00 
20 50 

207 00 

92 00 

60 00 

35 00 
10 00 

88 65 

27 78 



4 87 

1 00 

27 12 

1 00 

1 00 

50 

1 00 

19 OOt 

5 78 



Rocky River Association Bible Society 

per H. Halger, Treasurer . . 
Vermont Bible Soc P. Skinner, Treas. 

per E. Hutchinson 
Baptist church and society, Bristol, 

Conn, per W. Smith, Jun. . 
By Rev. A. Maclay, Rochester, per 

Bro. Sage ..... 
Steuben Baptist AMociatioa, per Abuer 

Webb 



ITov ember. 
Oneida Co. Bible Soc pr Uriah Hobby, 

SHcretiiry 

2d Biiptist church, Newport, at the 

Wwrren Asa). per A. Maclay, 49 16 
J. W. AIIru. N Kingston, do. 3 00 

-.'d Bapt. ch. Providence, do. 11 73 
Ladicii of Ui Bap. ch. Boston, do.l08 OU 
Ui Bap. ch. Hiirtford, Ct. do. 43 39 
Bapt. ch. Suifiald, do. do. 24.54 
Da ;iel Bnstor, do. dado. 10 00 
T. L Bestor, do. do. do. 2 00 

H Knndall, do. do. do. 2 00 

J. 3. ShailKr, do. do. do. 3 UO 

Mrs. E. Kendall, do. do. 1 00 

Elder MoRch. ann. sub. do. 5 00 

F. King. Suffield. Couu. do. 3 00 
New-Haven Asso. Middletou. do. 20 38 



55 75 



906 68 
61 00 

498 28 
45 75 

495 00 
74 31 



Bapt. Convention, Geo. per Col. Ab- 

snioin jHne<«, Tr. . . . 

Ezekiel Archer, Newark, 
Berkshire Co. Bi'de Soc. per Austin 

11 ay den. Treasurer 
Bapt. ch. Shoulders' Hill, Nansemond 

Co. Virginia, per Rev. A. Maclay 
Illinois Bap. Couven pr J. M. Pock, Tr. 
J.i»on Corning, per Mr. Carter 
Rev. A. Maclay. froiu Cincinnati 
Le Grange Bapt. Ch. Lorain Co. 

Ohio, per Spencer If. Cone 30 00 
Le Grange Female Benevolent 

Soc. per do. . . 23 32 



Francis R. Potts, Phils, per I. M. Allen 

Dectikher. 
Welsh Neck Asso. Cheraw, S. C. per 

Jno. F. Wilson .... 
Oliver-street Bapt. Female Bible Soc 

per Miss Emma Garniss, Tr. . 
North Carolina State Bible Soc Auz. 

per Alfred Dorkery, Treasurer . 
Carmel Female Mi«8. Soc Putnam Co. 

New-York, per Wm. Clawson . 
Salem Asso. at Nashville, Teuo. psr 

John Wiseman .... 
Centre Assc Penn. per Joseph Milsa 
Mrs. Deborah Ward, Phenizvllle, Pa. 

per D. A. Nichols 
Two Individuals in Philadelphia, per 

Rev. R. Bubcock, Jun. 
George Bryant, New-York City , . 
Holland Purchase Miss. Soc B. H. 

Golgrove, Treasurer . 
SUmford Bible Society, for Books 
Cash 'Sales of New Testament at the 

Depository, No. 6 Dutch-street 



1419 65 



286 fO 

944 07 
20 00 

8s) 94 

86 00 

14 00 

15 00 
500 00 



53 33 
30 00 



345 51 

400 00 

11510 

35 00 

05 01 
86 69 

500 

ItOOO 
500 

300 00 
19.00 

13 30 
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ANNUAL MEETING. 

Thi Third Annual Meeting of the Araetican and Foreign Bible Society 
will be celebrated on the 23d inet. at 10 o'clock, A. H. in the meeting-haDa<B 
of the First Baptist Church in Second-street, Philadelphia- 

ThB increasing reBponaibilitiea and duties of this Institatten, call tor the 
symjyaiby and prayers of all the friends of the Savioar, whose cause it !■ 
intended to promote, and they are aBectionately requested, eamestfjr to im- 
plore the gracious infloence of (he flolj Spirit, to direct the deliberationB of 
the Society at its ensuing anniversary* 

Life Directors, Life Members, Delegates, Officers of Auxiliary Societies, 
and the Mends of faithful trans! atioiis, generally, are respectfiHly inTited to 
attend a apecial meeting in the Jjecture-Roora of the Chnr.ch, one hoar (at 
nine, A. M.) preceding the public exercises of the Society, that the repre- . 
sentaliTes of our denominatioD from different parts of the land, may unite in 
prayer for the nniTeraal distribotion of faithful versioos of the Bible in au. 
luuma- Oar hopes of success in this vast enterprise, are founded upon th^ 
protniies of God, and the beljeving prayers of his people, 

CHARLES G. SOMMERS, 

Cor. Sec'y. of A- and F. B. S. 
New'Yori, Ut April, 1830. ' - 

Vol. I. 11 
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BRICr' KXTBACTB, FROM UTTIBS TO THC CORRESFORDIKe SBCRBTART. 

Brother John Taylor Jon^, of Bangkok, Siam, writes on the 20th August, 1838 : 
Your fetter of August, 1837, has come to hand, and in answer to some of your many 
questions, I would remark, that the number of Chinamen who come to this place, is 
Eibout in the proportion of one-third, and they are in the situation of the Eunuch, whbn 
Philip came up to him. Acts viii. 30, 31. The matter and manner of our sacred 
books is so different from all their previous modes of thought, that unless the distri- 
buter is also expositor, comparatively little can be expected. The whole number of 
missionaries devoted to China is so despondingly small, that they cannot do much in 
preaching. The great desideratum, therefore, at present, appears to me to be an im- 
mediate increase of missionaries, who may explain and enforce the truth as it is in 
Christ. My attention is devoted to the Siamese — ^presenting a field of nearly the same 
extent as Burmah. So soon as our types, are 'completed, we shall be prepared to print 
the New Testament as fast as the press can work them off — ^interrupted as it must be 
by tracts — several hf which will be scripture extracts, or ^riptm« stories, as the his- 
tory of Joseph, Moses, Daniel, &c. We have daily applications, which we cannot 
supply, as we have only about a hundred of the ** parables" left. Tlus is our whole 
stock in Siamese--r-I do fbel that we shall need large sums for both Siamese and Chi- 
nese scriptures; but I cannot forget our need of men' — ^itis a distressing need — God I 
'know is Almighty and Sovereign in his deeds. He can convert Siam without om: in- 
strumentality. But unless he does work wonders without human intervention, or more 
labourers arrive soon, I see not how, Siam can be saved. My sadness in view of it is 
irrepressible, except when I look away to an almighty and compassionate Saviour. 

Pray, oh ! pray for the poor Siamese, and believe me, with sincere affection to your- 
self^ and hearty interest in the (^orations of the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
^ ^ Yours in Christ, 

JOHN TAYLOR JONES. 



In July lAst, brother Dean, in an interesting communication, remarks :-^In relation 
to the Chinese around us, I would say, that we have occasion to rejoice in (rod's good- 
ness and merey to our little church in these ends of the earth, by bringing a few more 
from the ranks of heathenism, to jom us in the celebration of the Saviour's sufferings 
and death. Last Sabbath we had the pleasure of baptizing three more Chinese, and 
extending to them in the name of the Great Head of the Church, and in behalf of our 
brethren in America, the hand of Christian fellowship. Will you ask the chiurches in 
the United States to join us in prayer to the Shepherd of souls, that these lambs of the 
flock may be kept in the way, and grbw strong in the Lord ; arid that millions of th«r 
countrymen may soon be zaade to feel tiieii* sins, and a Saviour's^ love. Do pray f(Nr us 
—may your labours for the heathen not be in vain in the Lord. Yours truly, 

WILLLA.M DEAN. 



APPROPRLA.TIONS. 

At the meeting of the Board of Managers on the 6th of March, 1839, it was unani- 
mously 

Resolved f That five thousand dollars be appropriated for printing the scriptures in 
Asia, as translated by missionaries of the Board of the Baptist General Convention in 
the United States, and that the same be forwarded to their Treasurer — ^makin^ in all 
$20,000 contributed since May last, in aid of the objects of the General Convention. 

The Rev. L. Bolle8,D. D. Corresponding Secretary of the Convention, in a letter dated 
Boston, 12th March, 1839, acknowledges the receipt of the last grant, and goes on 
to say : " From my letter of the 28th ult. it will be seen that we are under heavy lia- 
bilities for scriptures now being printed in the Burman language, which the funds at 
our disposal are wholly insufficient to meet. You will readily conceive, therefore, both 
the relief and encouragement which your appropriation was calculated to give, and es- 
pecially when associated with the assurance of your continued co-operation. 

" May the blessing of Heaven attend our united efibrts to give the unadulterated woid 
cf God to all the dwellers upon earth. Very affectionately yours, 

1.. TiOlA^^S, Cor. Secy* 



83 

At the same meedng, it was uzianixnously 

Resolvedy " That one thousand copies of our Brevier New Testament be presented 
to the New England! Sabbath School Union." The following is to extract from the 
letter acknowledging the grant, and die safe arrival of the books. 

Dear Sir — ^Your letter containing a resolution of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, presenting one thousand copies of your Brevier New Testament to the New 
England Sabbath School Union, was duly received. The Testaments came safe to 
hand a few days sinc^. 

In the absence of the Corresponding Secretary, allow me, in behalf of the Board of 
our Union, to express to you, and through you to the Board of the American and Fo- 
reigii Bible Society, our acknowledgments for your very generous donation. Be as- 
sured, that this instance of your kind regard to our Institution, will long be repeinbered 
with pleasure. 

I ought to state before closing, that the mechanical execution of the Testament you 
have sent us, is, in our- opinion highly creditable to your Institution. Many have spoken 
of it with much pleasure. I have seldom seen a Testament presenting so fair and 
beautiful a page. 

Hoping that your praiseworthy Institution may be crowned with the blessing of 
heaven, and be instrumental of accomplishing great good, I am with Christian esteem, 

your obedient servant, 

H. S. WASHBOURNE, Agent of N, E. S. S. U. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 

Auxiliary Society of the South Baptist Churchy New- York, 

This Society, Auxiliary to the American and Foreign Bible Society, held its third 
anniversary, in their meeting-house in Nassau-street, on the evening of the 12th ult. 
The attendance was good, and we were happy to perceive that a growing interest ap- 
pears to be felt in the success of this, as yet feeble but interesting auxiliary. 

In the absence of the President, the chair was taken at half past 7 P. M. by the Pas- 
tor of the church. 

The Annual Report was read by the Rev. Edwin H. Hawley, from which our lindits 
permit us only to extract a few sentences in relation to the efficiency of auxiliaries, in 
which we most heartily Conpur. 

" The existence and aid of auxiliaries are by no means to be overlooked. We 
sometimes when gazing upon the bosom of a majestic river, forget the thou- 
sand brooks and rivulets which murmur down the mountain's side, or pass silent^ 
through the vale, and constantly feed the noble stream which otherwise would soon 
pass away. So in relation to the Bible Society of this church, and its numerous sis- 
ters, who biing their dollars by tens, fifiies, and hundreds, and throw them into their 
parent's lap. Though we make but little noise, we are not thence to infer that we are 
doing no good. We trust, brethren, that we have felt the grandeur of the enterprise 
in which we have embarked— >that we have counted the cost, and are willing to con- 
tinue faithful unto the end. 

" It would be entirely unnecessary to enlarge upon the excellence of our cause~-that 
of sending the word of Hfe to perishing millions — of sending the light of life to those 
who are already stumbling upon the dark mountains of sin, soon to fall, and rise no 
more — of pointing thirsty, perishing souls to the Roc^c ' whence the he&jing streams 
do flow.' 

" Here we are then, brethren — a little band, pledged to lend our influence— support, 
and prayers — ^feeble though they may be— to that noble Institution, the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, whose object is to suj^ly the world widi the tmadulterated 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 

" This Society was formed on the 17th November, 1836, since which time its success 
has been various, and we fain hope that at no time has it been, or will be, any others 
wise than encouraging. 

" During the past year, $100 have been contributed towards the funds of the Parent 
Society. 

** But millions of dollars could immediately be profitably employed in multiplying cp 
pies of the word of life. Let us then commence the work anew— 4et us cast out hvoA^ 
upon the waters, and we shall find it after mao^ dK^%,^* 
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After the acceptance of the report, the following resolution wte <^fered by the tter, 
Z. Grehell, and 8Upp9rtec[ by pertinent and interesting remarks. ^ 

RttoUd, That whereas Jehovah hscs revealed in the Bible, the guilty and 
condemned siat^ of aU mankind ' and also, ihe only remedy provided for man's salva- 
tion, by faith . in the atonement of Christ : this meeting would render devout thanks- 
giving to God, that life and immiortality are brought to light through the gospel; and 
we do now pledge ourselves^ by prayer, and ip every other practicable way^ to promote 
the distribution of the sacred Scriptures. 

" The Rev. D. Dunbar presented the 2d resolution. Which he also acc6mpamed with 
comments, in his usually pleasing manner. 

Resolved^ 2^, That 'this meeting i^ deeply impressed with gtatitude to Almighty 
God for the prosperity Md|h wluch he has crowned the efforts of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, and willingly acknowledge the proposition,, that duty to Grod 
and conpem for the spiritual interests of iliankind, demand that all who love the truth 
. as it i» ill. Christ/ should assist that Institution in prosecuting its noble design of giving 
to all nations the whole Bible faithfUlly translated. 

A collection was taken, and the following board of^ officers for the ensuing year, duly 
elected. , 

PresidtrU — ^N. Caswell. 

Vice-Presidents — Rev. John Ellis, John Speir, F. Derby, J. tt. Brundage, W. 
Sharp, S. W.' Benedict. 

Secrelarn — F. Thomas. 

Tr§€L9UTer — William Tracy. 

Managers — J. Johnson, R. Lewis, W. Hammond, R. C. Bell, H. Prowitt, R- 
Sears, B. H: Glift, G. AUen, L. C. Heath. 

The services were closed V^ a benediction from the Rev. John EHis, and singing by 
the choir, who ^iterspersed the exercises with several appropriate pieces, which re- 
fleeted equal credit upon their judgment in selection, and liieir skill in execution. 

In short, the meeting was one of interest, and all present probably left the chUh^h 
Daore deeply inlpressed with the moral grandeur of the enterprise which the Parent 
Society have Undettakeny and to the faithfiil execution of which they have most solemnly 
pledged themselves before the church, the world, and Almighty Gt)d' 



On the 5th January las(t, the Baptist Church and Congregation at Little Rock, Ar«- 
kansas Territory, Resolved to form themselves mto a Bible Society, auxiliary to the 
American and Foreign Bible Society. And they have promptly forwarded to the Parent 
Society,* the^ amount collected at the meeting, which they modestly call "a little rill 
issuing from the hiQs of Arkansad," but which we hope will yet swell into the fulness 
and power of an overflowing stream. 

Among the resoltldons unanimously passed at the meeting of this society, the follow- 
ing express the views Entertained by this new auxiliary, in Coininon with ihe denonii- 
hation in the United States. 

Resolvedy That we most heartily approve of the American and Foreign BibW Society, 
tod that it is entitled to the patronage of every believer in divine revelation. 

Resolvedf That the Corresponding Secretary - be directed to forward to the Parent 
Society, such funds as are now in the treasury, to aid them in printing thk whoijc 
Word op God. 

They have adopted the constitution printed in the Annual Report of the American 
and I'oreign Bible Socie^, and elected the following persons as officers of the socie^. 

IIev. W. W. Stevenson, President. 
Joseph Cabling, Cor. Secretary. 
Zadock Ford, Treasurer', 



Annual Meeting of the Bethel Bible Society , Trenton, Kentucky. 

The amu'versaiy of this efficient auxiliary was celebrated in the Bethel meeting-house. 
Christian County , Ky., on the Satuidvf 'pT^ceding Ooic^ \\!ti \iicyc^% ^v^^ ia. November 



Jtut, 
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In their Rep<Mrt, they acknowledge the able sexVlces, and lammit the necent death of 
their late President, Rev. William Tandy. Rev. Elitha Vaughan, one of the Vice- 
Presidents, was called to the chair. The services were highly interesting, and a feeling, 
unanimous and animated, was evinced in favour of the universal dbtribtition of faithful 
translations of the sciiptures in all lands.- 

The following officers for the ensuing year were then elected. 

Rev. Reuben Ross, President, 

" Thomas Watts, Vice-President. 

** Elisha Vaughan, do. do. 
Brother Edmund Ware, Treasurer. 

Zachajiy BiLLiNGSLEY, Cor. Secretary, 



n 



The amount collected by this society and forwarded to the treasurer of the Americav 
and Foreign Bible Society, amounted, notwithstanding the still lingering pecuniary em- 
barrassments of the community, to one hundred and thirty dollars and twenty cents. Of 
this sum a part was contributed to constitute the following, brethren Life Members of tho 
American and Foreign Bible Society. 

By the Little West York Church, « Rev. R. Ross, a Life member. 

By the Bethel Bible Society, * . Rev^ R.- Rutherford, a Life member, 

do. do. .... Rev. Thomas Watts, a Life member. - 

do. do Rev Elisha Vaue^ian , a Life member. 



Alahama Baptist Bible Society. 

This society held its second anniversary at Grant's Creek, on the 12th November 
last. A large delegation from the churches> and numerous other friends of the Bible 
dause, gave interest and efficiency to the meeting. In the absence of the President, J. 
C. Keeney, one of the Vice-Presidents, was called to the chair at half past 6 P. M. — ^ 
The following among other appropriate resolutions, was adopted. 

Resolvedj That the object of this society is highly important, and that the claimis of 
the world, demand increased effort to distribute the Word of Truth, to all those who aife 
destitute of the sacred treasure. 

"l^he society also passed a resolution to forward their funds on hand, to the trcastirer 
of the American and Foreign Bible Society. 

The following officers of diie society for the ensuing year were then elected. 

Rev. John L. Dago, President. 
" H, HoLcoMBE, Vice-President 
** P. Crawford, do. do. 
" J. C. Keenet, do. do^ 
R. S. JFosTER, Treasurer. 
A. I. HoLCOMBE, Cor. Secretary. 

From the annual report of this society, in which they speak favomtdily of the labours of 
the Parent Institution, our limits will only allow us to make a brief extract. After saying 
that from July, 1836, to May, 1838, the American and Foreign Bible Society have expend- 
ed 835 50(J for die publication ofthe Bible in seven languages, of which amount $25500 
have been contributed to aid the Baptist General Convention, they go o^ to remark : — 
" This would seem a sufficient answer to the objection, that the American and Foreign 
Bible Society would operate against the General Convention.^ It seems, indeed, that die 
society is doing much to forward the objects of the Convention, and that the two institu- 
tions are most cordially and efficiently co-operating to accomplish the great and glorious 
work of giving the Bread of Life to a perishing w'orld." 

At the close of this interesting meeting, it is gratifying to perceive the wisdom and 
enterprise of this society, in providing for the efficient prosecution of its object, by the 
appointment of twinty-one ministering brethren^ as Agents, to collect funds and to 
form auxiliary societies in every county in the state. From such enlightened zeal ia 
the Bible cause, we may confidentiy anticipate a verj iwowwiJoY^ x*«v^\.. 
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Auxiliary Society of ihe First Baptist Churehf New-York. 

The Anniversary of the Bible Society of the First Baptist Church in New-Yoxk| was 
celehrated in their meeting-house in Gold-street,' January lOth, 18^9. 

The President took the chair at 7 o'clock, and after an appropriate byoui, pray^ 
was offered by Elder Parkinson. The report of the Board m M aoai^ers lot iba past 
year, was then read by Dr. Devan. 

From that interesting document our limits will only allow us to make the following 
brief extracts: — 

" While we are mournful in view of the many opportunities to advance the cause, 
which we as individuals allow to glide by unimproved, we rejoice that aa a Board of 
Managers of the Bible Society of this church, we have been permitted through grace to 
embrace the opportunity afforded us by your contributions to do something for the king- 
dom of Jesus. We have the pleasure to announce, that your contributions for the past 
year have enabled us to transfer to the Treasury of the American and Forei^ Bible 
Society the sum of $500 ; by means of a portion of which Elders Dodge, of Newark, 
and Grenell, of Paterson, have been enrolled as Life Directors of the Pariant Institu- 
tion. There remains yet as a balance in the hands of your Treasurer, the sum of 
|83 25." 

The last named amount was obtained by the zealous co-operation of a committee of 
pious ladies attached to the church, and to whom th6 Board pay the following just and 
delicate tribute": — 

" The call of duty has been promptly and nobly responded to by the too much ne- 
glected but powerful support of femede exertion. We are rejoiced in being able to in- 
form you that the Bible committee of the ladies of this chuix;h aiid congregation have 
done the cause much service, for after your Bgard had reaped all they could into the 
granary of the Lord, the female committee gleaned the field, and added to our treasury 
the sum of $82 88, exclusive of which they added to our list several new subscribers. 
With pleasure, therefore, do we render honour to whom honour is due. Your Board 
in taking leave of them, most cordially thank them for their efforts, for we have found 
them help meets indeed." 

After the acceptance of the report, the Corresponding Secretary of the Parent So- 
ciety delivered an address, and offered the following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted : 

" Resolve ft, That it is the duty of all who believe the Bible to be a divine revelation, 
and therefore that it is our duty ; to employ all lawful means to promote the circjolation 
of the sacred Scriptures among all nations, faithfvXly translated into their respective 
languages." 

A collection was then taken to aid the funds of the Society, and the following per- 
sons were chosen as officers of the Society for the ensuing year. 

Rev. William Parkinson, President. 

William W. Todd, 1st Vice-President. 

William Hillman, 2d do. 

Thomas T. Devan, M. D. Corresponding Secretar}-. 

Sylvester Pier, Recording Secretary. 

William Durbrow, Treasurer. 



TRUTH PREVAILING IN GERMANY- 

Brother Oncken writes from Hamburg, December 8 th, 1838. — 
" Your very acceptable letter, dated October 8th, has greatly relieved me from my 
anxiety, as to the 5000 Bibles I had purchased, as friends in England and Scotland 
have declined to render me any assistance. Many thanks, therefore, to you and the 
brethren composing the Board of the American and Foreign Bible Society, for the ge- 
nerous support given; but for this aid, I should have been altogether without a Bible, 
larger than a small pocket size. One thousand copies and upwards, are already in cir- 
culation, and who knows what amount of light, life, comfort and joy they may already 
have been instrumental in imparting to dying men. 

*' From the enclosed bill of lading, you will see, that a case with Bibles has been ship- 
ped for your society ; — ^it contains 144 copies 8vo. Bibles, a small parcel for the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, and two large folio Bibles, which I wish to present to your Society. 
The Testaments and the remainder of the Bibles will be forwarded in the sprixif : 
Height, iDgurance, &c. ig so very high this tixne of the year. 
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** I made a tour to the south diis autumn, which ha» been attended by most glorious re 
suits, and has for some time occupiied the newspapers all over Germany. The blessed/ 
Lord has done great things ! and my soul magnifies his holy name. A Christian church 
has been formed ut Stuttgard, composed of twenty-two members, who were all im- 
mersed in the Neckar, by my hands ; the particulars of the circumstance that led to 
this happy result, you will learn from the brethren at Boston. Since my return, three 
candidates for immersion at the University of Marburg, have offered themselves, and 
to-day I had an interesting letter from a man in Westphalia, in which he tells me, that 
he has been compelled by convictions to espouse our cause. The work in this city is, 
thanks to God, prospering : Eight converts were immersed in the Elbe on the 5th inst. 
and several individuals have applied for admission to our communion." 

After alli^ding to the persecution whidh in various forms he is compelled to suffer, bro- 
ther Oncken goes on to remark : 

" But oh ! a faithful Grod .'—He has been my shield, and has richly compensated me 
for these little trials, in the success with which my feeble efforts here have been 
crowned. 

" I have so many things to say,, and yet I must break off, time bids me do so. A thou- 
sand thanks to you and all in America, who love us and pray for us.— -I feel we are one 
spirit with you— when a few moio fleeting hours shall have passed over us, we shall 
press each other to the heart in the immediate presence of Him who loved m», and gave 
himsetf for us,— May He keep us near his side whilst here, and present us blameless 
before our Father, with exceeding joy. In much Christian affection, yours in the gospel 
ofChyist, 

J. G. ONCKEN." 



To the Auxiliary SocietieSf and other Friends of the American and Foreign BibU 

Society, 

The Bible is the authentic testimony of God, to facts not otherwise discoverable— a 
knowledge of die truth which it reveals is necessary to the salvation of the soul. The 
prayerful perUsal of the Scriptures is therefore incumbent upon all who can procure the 
inspired volume; and to afford to all mankind, facilities for obtaining the invaluable 
treasure, is a paramount duty of the friends of Christ. The Conmiittee of Publication 
indulge the hope, that the aimlitoy societies will adopt immediate and active measures 
to circulate within their respective bounds, the Bibles and Testaments which have been 
printed since the last annual meeting of the society.— Superficial and false religion is ii|- 
dustriously propagated throughput the world by means of the press. Tares are every- 
where scattered by the agents of sin; let the servants of Christ hasten to sow the good seed 
of that Gospel by which "life and immortality are brought to light" — let them widely 
circulate the pages of that book which^ like the leaves of the tree of life, are *' for the 
healing of the nations." 

Twenty-five thousaiui copies of a nonpareil New-Testament, and five thousand of the 
brevier New Testament are ready for delivery. The whole BiUe, in brevier, is in a 
course of preparation, and will be completed in a few days. 

TERMS. 

Nonpareil Testament, 18mo. bound in cloth, per 100 copies 
Do do do in sheep ** 

Do do - do frill bound, gilt" 

Brevier New Testament, 12mo. in cloth ** 

Do do do in sheep " 

Brevier Bible, in sheep, with raised bands, not more than 

The above are the Society's lowest terms, being the actual first cost of tie books. It 
is believed that cheaper volumes, considering the superior style of execution, have not 
been presented to die public, and the Committee hope that they will be extensively cir- 
culated. , , 

The Committee earnestly recommend auxiliaiy societies to adopt the earliest and most 
effectual measures to locate a depository in Some central and convenient place, and that 
information of the fact be immediately communicated to the churches in their vicinity. — 
They frffther recommend, that orders for books be forwarded as soon as possible to ther 
Correspondkg Secretary, No. 82 Madison-street, or to Wm. Colg^ate, No^ 6 Dutch- 
street. 





. $12 50 




. : . 16 00 




. 37 50 




. . 18 75 




. ^5 00 




. 65 00 
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The Committee earnogtiy entreat that this subject may leceive immediate attentioin, 
and that the whole of the present edition of the Bible may ere long be distributed as 
** bread cast upon the watersy which shall be found after many days." Let every mi- 
nister of Christ — ^let every brother and sister in Christ, composing the seven thousand 
Baptist churches in die United States, examine into the mond wants of those around 
them — ^let no one capable of reading, continue without a Bible — let no Sunday school 
scholar be without one of our New Testaments. Is it not probable that tens of thaor 
sands might be induced to subscribe for a copy of the Bible or New Testament, if solir 
cited to do so? Let all the churches circulate subscription papers for that purpose in 
their respective congregations and neighbourhoods, and if not before, let orders for books 
be sent by delegates to the annual meeting in Philadelphia. 

The Committee respectfully soliqijt that this article may bo read from the pulpit of 
each church to which it is sent. 

On behalf of the Committee, most affectionately 

Yours in the bo.nds of the Gospel, 

CHARLES G. SOMMERS, 

Cor. Su. A. 4- F. B, 8. 

New- Y4frk, April 1, 1839. 



We are reluctantly compelled to omit the list of new Auxiliary Societies, Life direc- 
tors, and Life members, of the society ; and also the statement of additions made JU> 
the Biblical library — they will appear in the next annual report. 



TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 



Moneys received hy William Colgate, Treasurer of the " Ameriean and Foreign 

Bible Society,^^ 1839. 



Jan. 
A (Jentleman of Mount Holly, per 

Rev. Samuel Cornelius . . $100 00 
nUno'u Baptist Convention, perl. M. 

Peck, Treasurer . . . 11 00 

Bowling Green Bible Society, per .J. 

E. Tyler, Louisville ... 100 00 

Rev. A. Maclay, Louisvine,per do 465 00 

Youth's Buruian Bible Society, New- 
York, per Geo. L. Newton, Treas. 60 00 
Bible Society of the Ist Baptist church* 

New-York, per Wm. Durbrow, Tr. 200 00 
Laurens-st. Bible Soc per Luke Barker 30 00 
Oliver-street Female Bapt. Bible Soc. 

per Emma Gjumiss, Treasurer, . 60 00 

Washington Union Asso. from South 

Hartford Bapt. ch. per H. F.Baldwin 30 00 
Virginia and Foreign Bapt. Bible Soc. 

per James Sizer, Treas. . . 1200 00 

Oxford Bapt. Asso. Hebron, Me. per 

Rev. John Trippe ... 24 00 

Oneida County BiU') Society, per 

Uriah Hobby, Treasurer . . 166 92 

Youth's Burman Bible St^iety, N. Y. 

per S. H. Cone, for Books . . 20 25 

W. M.Henry, New-Brunswick, pr do 5 00 
A friend in Oliver-street Church, pr do. 2 00 
Cash sales of New Testament, at the 

Depository, Jfo 6 Dutch-st. for Jan. 26 98 
Feb. 
Rev. Wm. H. Murch, president of 

Stepney College, London, per Rev. 

C. Q. Sommers. 10 Sovereigns . 48 50 

Rev. A. Maclay. New Orleans . 520 00 

N. Y. Young Men's City Bible Soc. for 

booka. S. Ray nor, Tr. . . 37 50 

A Friend in Oliver-street church, . 10 00 

Aimwell Sewing Soc of Ist Baptist 

Church, Washington, per S. H. Cone 30 00 



Bethel Bap. Bible Soc per J. E. Tyler 
Edgefield Bapt Bible Society, Charles 

ton, 8. C. fo^ Books, per Wm. B. 

Johnson, senior President . 
Bath Bapt. Female Bible Society, Bath. 
. Me per Mr^. Mary Stearns, Tr. 
Cash sales of New Teittament this 

month, at the Depository, No. 6 

Dutch-street • . \ • 
March 
Little Kock, Arkansas, Bible Society, 
Mafy C. Griffin, Perry Co. Alabama 
Julia A. Barron of do do 

Bible Society, of Society Hill, 

Cheraw, S.C., T. P. Lide, Sec 
through J. T. Wilson, .by J. 



R. Mclver, 
Balance per Society 



100 00 
96 23 



Bible Society for Albany county and 
vicinity, per Wm. 9oulden,Tr. viz 

1st Baptfst Church, Albany, per 
Wm. Souldea 

Martha K. Pohlman 

Elizabeth Brooks 

Isaac Courtney 

Bern and Knox church, viz. 

By the Church collections 

Harriet Clark, of Burnville 

Dr. Adfuu Clark 

Rcnsselacrville and Bern Church, 
viz. by Church Collections 

Westerloo First Baptist Church 

Schenectady Church, v|z. 

Julius Bowles 

Collections 



10 00 
20 00 

1 00 
SO 

16 31 
I 00 
000^ 

17 44 

11 25 



1 00 
269 



132 00 

4715 
90 .00 

195 

10 00 
^50 00 
150 00 



126 83 



91 19 



113895 67 



WM. COLGATE Esq. TVeoMcrer, 6 Dutch-street. 

Rev. CHARLES O. SOMMERS, Oorretponding Secretary, 82 Maditoii-tCrMt, N. V. 
97 This publication is periodical, contains a half sheet, and the pottage for asy distaoea 
>XK) miles, ia 1 1-2 cents } for any distance over 100 milet, 2 1-2 eenu. 
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Tbc Society held ils last ADDivenaiy on Tuetdajr, the CSd of April, 1839, 
in the meeliog-houH of the Firat Baptist Charch in Philadelphia. 

After spcDding aa hoar in anpplicatioD for the blesaioe of God, the Chair 
waa taken at 10 o'clock, A- M. bj S. H. Cone, the Preaident of the Society- 
Brother Daniel Sharp, of Beaton, opened the Meeting, bj reading the 19th 
Paaltn. After which Brother R. Babeook, jr- of Philadelphia, addressed the 
Here; Seat. 

A CotamiUse, conaiatiug of brethren Chapin, Bennett, Sears, Baker, and 

Adams, were appointed to nominate aBoardof Manager* for the enaaing year 

An abatnot of the Treasurcr'a Report waa then preiented and aoeepled, on 

HMtioD of Brothei Daniel Dodge, of Philadelpbis, seconded bf Brother 

'WUliam Crane, of Baltimore. 

Thia Report ehoned an amoun t of raeeipta during' the year, of IS4,14& T& ' 
•ad a balance on hand of $0375 44. The President then delirered an ad- 
diMS, «hioh has been pnbliabed in eonaexiQik 'wVtK tb«Xxiua:A'%AV"^^^''^''^ 
Sotrd of Muagen, aoabalract of whioh ins naA ^^^ CtsA»»G-^«Krow* 
of yaw-York, the Corresponding Secietaiy ot thft Swaw^- 
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ABSTRACT OF THE SECOND ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Report opens with an acknowledgment of the Divine goodness, and a statement 
of the flattering prospects before the Society. 

Home DistribtUion. — The Board regard as one great source of their prosperity, 
the regularity with which the quarterly and Annual Meetings of Auxiliary Societies 
have been attended. During the year there have been published for home distributira 
25,000 copies of the New Testament for Sabbath schools, in nonpareil. 

5000 copies of the New Testament, in brevier. 

5000 copies of the Bible, m brevier, making in all 35,000 volumes. 

The Report then proceeds as follows : — 

In the regions of human policy, too much light may be as fatally overwhelming as 
too little ; but in the moral world, God has ordained the unveiled revelation of his will, 
to be at once the solace and the safeguard of mankind. In a country like this, where 
every man may adopt any creed and every creed, or no creed at all, it must be evident, 
that the extensive cfiffusion of the Bible is the only means of preventing that most fear- 
' fui of all evils, universal corruption ; the offspring of universal ignorance. The Board 
therefore contemplate the work of domestic distribution as a sacred and indispensable 
department of their labours. 

In our own land we behold an expanding field of usefulness—- ^ere the enginery of 
the press may exert its mightiest {iowers over the minds of unborn millions, in a coun- 
try exceeding the extent of the whole of Europe — here future generations will contem* 
plate a teeming population, possessing one cotnmon language, united by the bonds of 
U common brotherhood— moving and acting in a kindred mass, and amalgamated into 
one vast empirci botmdetl only by the geographical limits of the continent. Facts 
prove that the population of America, has, during the last two oenturies, doubled itself 
in periods of less than 25 years, and in another century the freemen upon this conti- 
nent, will probably outnumber the present millions of China. If the epergy of the 
human mind is here as elsewhere, to bear a proportion to the masses which prompt it 
to good or to evil ; what Will be the future condition of our country, unless the disse- 
mination of the Scriptures can be made commensurate with the increase of a nation 
who evien now claim dominion over an empire beyond the limits of Alexander's ; and 
still, pressing onward towards an ever receding horizon ? Hundreds of thousands are 
even now floating on the westward tide of emigration towards the setting sun, and the 
most powerful of all motives call on us to send with them not only our laws and civil 
' institutions, but the Bible, as the only imperishable foundation upon which the hopes of 
the present and future generations of the American republic can be consolidated — the 
only repository of those deathless truths which elevate and sanctify the human mind. 

Donations. — 1000 copies of the nonpareil New Testament have been presented to 
" the New-England Sabbath School Union." 

Foreign Distribution.'^Since the incipient organization of the Society in 1836, 
$50,500 have been appropriated to the translation of the Bible, and its foreign distri- 
bution. 

Translations made by Baptist Missionaries. — The late excellent Dr. Carey, assist- 
ed by the late Messrs. Thomas, Ward, and Felix Carey, has published the Bible in 
whole or in part, in 39 languages,— the New Testament in twerUy-three languages or 
dialects, and smaller portions of the Scriptures in nine other languages. 

To this may be added, the entire Bible, translated into the Chinese by Dr. Marsh- 
man; two editions of which have been printed and circulated. These translations, 
made by Baptist Missionaries, are entitled to respect, not only because as good proba- 
bly, as under their circmnstances could be produced by any body of translators ; but be* 

cause THEY WERE THE FIRST IN EACH lANGUAQE RESPECTIVELY, that had evcr 

been prepared for the hundreds of millions who inhabit those regions of darkness. 

The labours of this eminent brother, have been ably seconded by the late Mr. Cham- 
berlain, who translated and printed the New Testament in the BrajBhasha and Hindi 
languages, the latter having been printed as far as the epistle to the Corinthians, at the 
time of his decease. 

Mr. Amos Sutton, of Cuttack, is preparing an improved version of the Scriptures 
in the Uriya language. 

Mr. Thompson^ of Delhi, Mr. Lish, of Cherrapungi, Mr. Chater, of Colombo, ui 
CejloD, mnd air. Broucker, of SemtixaTkf in 3 vr«L,\iv;« i^t«^^, ott «x« now translftt- 
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U^ tha^whoie or parts of the Bible, into the Hindi,Jthe Khaaiya, the Cingalese, and the 
Javanese languages. 

Mr. Nathaniel M. Ward, residing at Padang, in Sumatra, completed a new version 
of the Testament in Malay, several years since. But having at the date of the last ac- 
counts, discovered about 50,000 words of this widely spoken language, hitherto quite 
unknown to Europeans, he has deemed it proper to defer its publication for the pre- 
sent. He is in the mean time engaged in preparing a translation of the Old Testament 
in the same language. 

Bengali New TestameTit, -^00 copies of this translation have been printed at the 
expense of the Society, and contains their imprint on the title page ; 8000 copies of the 
Gospels, 4000 of the Acts, and 1500 of the Epistles, have also been put to press, on 
account of the American and Foreign Bible Society. An edition of the whole Bible 
will shortly be commenced. 

Hindtutanu—^An improved version of the'New Testament in this language is now 
being printed with marginal references. 

Other TrdnsloHons.'^In the Sanskrit, improved versions of the New Testament, and 
Psalms, are nearly ready for the press. 

In Hindi, Chamberlain's New Testament is being revised by Mr. Yates, and will 
soon be printed. 

In Armenian, an improved version of the New Testament is being printed under the 
direction of Brother Carapiet C. Aratoon, a converted Armenian. 

121,810 copies of parts of the Divine revelation, havie either been or soon will be 
published by the Calcutta Baptist Missionaries. They say, ** Our dependence is chiefly 
placed, under God ; on the American and Foreign Bible Society." 

In speaking of Biblical translations, the Board feel great pleasure in recording the 
labours of American Baptist Missionaries now in the field. After scenes of suffering 
and toil, unparalleled in the history of modem missions, they either have translated, or 
are now preparing faithful versions of the whole or portionis of the Bible, in the Bur- 
mese, Karen, Siamese, Taling, Chinese, Shyan, Teloogoo, Assamese, Cherokee, Sha- 
wanoe, Delaware, Otoe, Creek, Choctaw and Ojibwa languages. To print and circu- 
late these versions among the millions, who are without God, and without hope in the 
world ; the American and ^Foreign Bible Society is left without the hope of assistance, 
save from God. ** The die is cast," and since ike Bible Societies of Europej Asid, 
and America f Have refused «f their aid^ what have Baptists to do, but ta '^ come up 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty ^^^ until the whole earth shall be filled wita 
the knowledge of his glory. 

Brother Judson completed his version of the Bible in the Burman langue^, in 1834. 
Such is the acknowledged idiomatic purity of this version, that learned Burmans have 
expressed their astonishment at the accomplishment of a work, which, by a foreigner, 
they had supposed to be impossible. 

The Press in BurmaA.— 41,902,000 pages of the sacred Scriptures and religious 
books have been printed in Burmah during the years 1836 and 1837. 

Increasing demand for Bibles in foreign ^7»<2«.— The following affecting statement 
shows, that eager multitudes crowd upon the steps of the missionary to implore that 
boon, which in thousands of instances he is unable to bestow : *^ Whilst- itinerating," 
says one, ** I have been 8urh>unded by hundreds of applicants— I could not unmoved 
hear exclamations like the fi)llowing: ''Is it then my fate not to receive a book ! The 
Sahib has no kindness towards me ; I came all this distance, and am going home without 
one.' While I proclaimed the love of Christ and the blessings of salvation, I was in- 
terrupted by the cry, * O what mercy ! what words of mercy ! we never before heard of 
such mercy! tarry with us. Sahib, and teach us more of these things!' A man nearly 
80 years of age, said, ' Sahib, I have visited nearly all the holy places in India, and 
consulted all the sages and pundits that I met; but have not found a religion on which lean 
rest my hopes for eternity. Do give me some books which will tell me more of those 
things which you have related, I will read them earnestly.' " Ah! who can tell how 
many thousands in India, may like this man, be seeking the salvation of their souls ; 
and what Christian will withhold his aid in giving the Bible to men so miserable and 
destitute 1 

Brother Amos Sutton writes: ''The last cold season, we had opportanities of ieii4« 
ing portions of the undying word through the whole extent of the uriym hill' coontrf, * 
from Cuttack to Rajmahel, and in aU m region of Qoomsur and SamUepoor, but w« 
Iiad not a single gospel to distribate.'* Fneiidf of the Bible \ Diac^ilet <ft libA Vemk^ 
lent Saviour ! Shall such an aonouneemsnt erev «|^a3Bi^ mai^Al TodoAVc v^vr^^^^rnr 
ciple of compaBtioTit love, and gratitude. 
C^tna. Mr. Shuck, the Baptist Missionary at Macao, vitwcv. ^^^V>Kvd. "^vi^ 's^w^ 
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of two weeks I have, without molestation, distributed nearly 30,000 pages of C^stinA 
books. * * * The facilities for distribution here are at present great. To your Socie^ 
I affectionately commend these interesting.millions, who are stUl destitute of the word 
of life. 

Relative to the unintelligibility of Morrison's (Peedobaptist) translation, I will just 
mention an illustrative ciricumstance. Mr. Lay, agent for the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, who is now here, i^ restricted by his patroiis in his Bible distribution in Chioa 
to Morrison's translation, and when he was leaving Singapore for China some months 
ago, Leang Afa, the Chinese evangelist, who resides at Singapore, came to him to bid 
him farewell, and with solemn countenance addressed hint thus, M am sorry that the 
Christians in England are expending their money exclusively in printing and in employ- 
ing you to circulate a book (referring to Morrison's translatimi) among my countrymen, 
which, my countrymen do not and cannot understand.' " 

Oermany* Brother Oncken writes thus from Hamburg, Decembef 8th, 1838.— 

"Your very acceptable letter, dated October 8th, has greatly relieved me from anx- 
iety, as to the 5000 Bibles I had purchased, as friends in England and Scotland have 
declined to render me any assistanpe. Many thanks, therefore, to you and the brethren 
composing the Board of the American and Foreign Bible Society, for the generous sup- 
port given ; but for this aid, I should have been altogetber without a Bible, larger than 
a small pocket size« One thousand copies and upwards, are already in circulation, and 
who knows what amount of light, life, comfort and joy, they may already have been in- 
strumental in imparting to dying men«" 

G^rcccc— 'More than 14,000 copies of the Scriptures have been distributed daring 
the past year, through various parts of this interesting kingdom. 

Other Countries.— The prospects for distribution are also unusually encouraging in 
Russia, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Switzerland, Poland^ Boh^nia^ Lithuania^ France, 
and particularly among the Jews of Bavaria* 

Amount required for Bible distribution during the current ^car.— Not less than 
$50,000 are required during the present year for printing and binding the several edi- 
' tions of the Scriptures now in course of prepaiution by Baptist Misiionaries in this, 
fend in Foreign lands. 

Life Directors and Members .•'^The present number of Life Directors is 115 ; Life 
Members, 567 ; 682 in all. 

Appropriations. — $30,125 have been appropriated to the Bible cause in various ways 
during the year past. 

Auxiliaries.-— Eight new auxiliaries hatre been added during the past year. Among 
these the Managers have recognised with pleasure the Young Meir s New- York Bible 
Society. The whole number is now 102. 

Bib licai Library.— '167 vohimes have been added to the library during the year ; 
among which are many rare and valuable works. 

Conclusion.-^The Board having thus briefly stated the prominent occurrences of the 
past year, in connexion with the American and Foreign Bible Society, close their report 
with a few reflections. 

The preservation of the sacred Books, notwithstanding the gloomy superstition, 
which, durinjf many centuries spread the Veil of moral night over die face of the earth, 
claims our devout gratitude, and can be ascribed only to the gracious interposition of 
lieaven. Assailed on every side^ and in almost every age, by the philosophy, the wit, 
and the enmity of the world, the Bible has ever3rwhere achieved a victory over the 
loftiest genius and the fiercest eneigies that have combined to obscure the glory of its 
radiance. Yes, the oracles of God survive;. not only the dispersion of the Jews, to 
whom they were first committed, but the wisdom of Jenovcdi is exhibited in making fhem 
witnesses of the authenticity and inspiration of those ver}^ pages which announced the 
birth, the death and the fesurreclion of the Messiah, whom in their blindness they per- 
secuted aud ctucified. This blessed book, which the experience of ages has identiBed 
with the best interest of mankind^ Baptists stand pledged to distribute among ail na- 
tions: But the Board wish not to conceal the fact, that, independent of that unbroken 
moral wiidei^ess which lies before us in Mohammedan and heathen lands ; much re- 
mains to be done in countries professedly Christian — many thousands even in the Unit- 
ed States are uttering the imploring cry, ** Give us the Bible — give us the Bread of Life, 
tett we perish !" 

From the just expectations awakened by the organization of this institution, and the 

AetOAl want* of mil&mt whose pierchig moan has reached us, the American and Foreiga 

Mfh Society f and the denoxranauom b^ w\i\c\i \W) «x« vcAVeiJaftdb) «xe under impcrioiw 

obJigBtionB to go forward. To tetrogrtAe, or cvcaxo y»»«»»^**^^^ ^^aw^xwa ;>jBd 

degrading. Let no one iav, the wotW \8 too c^^- " ^^^ x^bSMowiNJw^xs^Qiu'^Vas. 
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human power can cfTect, wc might indeed shrink from ifhe prospect before as ; but the 
work of Bible Societies is the work of faith ; and thew success will always bear a pro- 
portion to their fidelity. The Kingdoms oi^ this worlb shall become the 
Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ. Faithful is he who hath pronUaedy 
who also WILL do it. 

Whatever be the policy, the power, or the numbers of those who endeavour to im- 
pede the march of this institution the Board see nothing that can invalidate t^e sound- 
ness of its principles, or that should diminish their confidence in its ultknate triumph. 
The friends of this society have embarked in the enterprise, not from a love of schism, 
' but from a deep conviction of the divine origin of the Bible, and that its pages might 
be preserved from interpolation. The Bible is the source of their dearest hopes, the 
foundation of their work, and the centre of their union ; and they believe that its faith- 
ful translation and universal dissemination are imperatively demanded alike by the com- 
mand of God, and the spiritual wants of mankind. 

Und^r a grateful sense of the divine favour, and in humble reliance ppon His con- 
tinued blessing, let the American and Foreign Bible Society " gO forward ;" remember- 
ing that the finger of God upon the dial of time admonishes all his servants to ** work 
while it is day ; the night cometh, when no man can work." 

On motion of I^ev. J. B. Taylor, of Richmond, seconded by Rev. Baron Stow, of 
Boston, it was unanimously 

Rewlved, That the Report, an abstract of which has now been read, be printed and, 
circulated mider the direction of the Board of Managers. 

On motion of Rfev. R. W. Cushman, of Philadelphia, seconded by Rev. John Peck, 
of Cazenovia, New-York, it was 

Resolvedf As the sense of this meeting, that the formation of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, and its efforts to give to the nations of the earth the Bible 
translated; deserve the approval, and may justly ask the co-operation of the Christimn 
world. 

On motion of Rev. S. W. Lynd, of Cincinnati, seconded by Rev. Eli Ball, of Vir- 
ginia, it was 

Resolved, That we devoutly recognise the necessity of Divine influence, and earnestly 
implore the direction and aid of Ahnighty God, in the prosecution of our benevolent 
enterprise. 

Dr. Chapin, from the Committee of Nomination, presented a list of Officers and 
Managers for the ensuing year ; which, on motiOn,^ duly made and seconded, was unani 
mously adopted. 



SPEECH OF R. W. CUSHMAN, 

Before the American and Foreign Bible Society, on the question of a separate 
Bible organization in the Baptist denomination ; delivered in Philadelphia, 
April 22d, 1839. 



Resolved, As the sense of this meeting, that the formation of the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, and its efforts to give to the nations of the earth the Bible trans- 
lated, deserve th© approval, and may justly ask the co-operation, of the Christian 
worid. 

I am aware, Mr. President, of the engrossing scope of this resolution. I am aware, 
that it looks not only to the vindication of this Society, firom the imputation of being 
indebted for its birth and character to a parentage of sectarianism, which, from many 
christians of other denominations who have not had the means of correct information, 
it has had to bear ; but that it contemplates their support. With this design it was 
drawn up: and I ask leave to sustain it, with the hope that my christian brethren pre- 
sent, of every name, will be prepared, before I sit down, not only to justify its forma- 
tion, but to give it, henceforth, their sympathies, their prayers, and their help. 

As the resolution looks rather towards the public than ^e Society, I ask permis- 
tion ao far to depart from the nsage of anniversaries, as to look that way too ; and« to 
direct my observation^ rather to the aaftembVj,fot ^VoWk e»x,\sAwi^5, «wi «&^aft9M.\^ 
really uat^ed^ than to the chair whicli presideft oset ^QofcVoXBteiNA l«t ^^^ia^'Vi^«««- 
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In this worid, full of fallen men and fallen angels too, it ought not to be surprising 
that ^oodis evil spoken of ; that fisi^ts should be misstated, and motives misunderstood. 
The American and Foreign Bible Society had not its origin in a schismatic spirit, af 
has been widely miwepresented and believed ; not in a wish for innovation ; not in a 
disinclination of the denomination among whom it originated to co-operate with their 
brethren of other denominations ; but in circumstances which they could neither avert 
nor conlyol. The Baptists have ever deprecated the necessity of their ecclesiastical 
severance from the rest of the christian brothehrhobd ; and have ever earnestly prayed, 
and laboured, that that necessity might be done away. And when, in the institution of 
the Bible enterprise, one spot was found upon which all could meet and work together, 
they hailed it as the ** Isle of the Blest." 

Indeed, the Bible enterprise, whose grand aim has been to combine the energies of 
Christendom, owes its origin, as does the modem missionary enterprise, and the monthly 
concert of prayer, to the Baptist denomination ; and from the formation of the Ame- 
rican 3ible Society, to the fatal hour when it extinguished the lail ray of our'hope, by 
Auctioning the doings of a majority of its Board, of the memorable seventeenth of 
February, 1836, it had the warm heart and the open hand of every Baptist of influence, 
I believe, in the land. 

None, certainly, laboured more assiduously or with greater pleasure for the promo- 
tion of its interests, than did those who have been principally instrumental in the forma- 
tion of this Society : and the churches of the denomination at large had shown their 
interest in its operations, by the contribution of more than forty-five thousand dollars 
to ltd funds, in legacies alone ; probably, a much larger sum in the way of auxiliaries, 
collections, and memberships. 

So unwilling were they to be separated from the Society, that they left no means 
unemployed, whichingenuity and love could suggest, or forbearance and persoTerance 
could execute, to avert the obnoxious decision, which threw us upon the alternative, 
either to violate our convictions of duty to God, and to the millions of perishing hea- 
then, whose welfare was implicated in the decision : or, to withdraw, and provide as 
we could, to meet their wants in some other way. 

As the resolution bespeaks, a justification of the formation of the Society, it is in- 
cumbent on me to state the circumstances which led to it. The Rev. Messrs. Yates 
andPearce, English Baptist missionaries in India, having revised and improved the 
Bengali translation of the New Testament, which had been made by Dr. Carey, applied 
to the American Bible Society, for aid to publish an edition of it for distribution among 
the natives of Bengal.* This aid the American Bible Society, refused to grant.-^ 
Why ? — ^for, by tbe reason of the refusal, the refusal itself must be justified or con- 
demned, and the course which the Baptist denomination has taken, consequent on that 
refusal : — why did they deny the request 1 Was it because they had not the funds to 
spare 1 their treasury was overflowing ; and they were looking abroad on the whole 
earth as the field of their labour. 

Was it because they had already bestowed, in aid of translations made by Baptist 
missionaries, as far as the contributions of the Baptist denomination would justify ?— 
while the contributions of the Baptists had M\ea but little, if any, short of one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, the Society had appropriated to aid the translations made by 
our missionaries less than twenty-nine thousand dollars. 

Did they refuse the aid because the translation was unfaithful 1 — its fidelity was not 
disputed. Because of the unskilfulness of it ? — its philological excellence had the tes- 
timony of missionaries of every denomination ; and of ten of the most learned Pundits 
in India. Why then, you will demand again, was the request denied ? I will give 
you the reason as it came honestly out in the report of the committees to whom the 
request was referred. The first Committee reported that it would be inexpedient to 
recommend appropriations until the Board should settle a principle in relation to the 
Greek word pairrl^o. In that report the Board concurred ; and referred the subject 

* They had previously failed in an application to the British and Foreiffn Bible Society, in con- 
sequence of the interference of three Psedobaptist missionaries ; who, though appareintly on the 
most friendly terms with the Baptise missionaries, had, unknown to thdm, written to that Society, 
requesting it not to give assistance to any Indian versions, in which the word ^irri^dt was trans- 
lated, io immerse. 

What injuries are to result to the interests of Christianity, from the compliance of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society with their request} and the imiuiion of iU example by tho Amerlcf 




MMd »oiicit9d /«scJied Calcutta, tb«y ^^ •i^ ^«^ ^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^ "" '**^'^''^ "^^ "^^^^ ^^^tWia^ft 
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to a special committee to settle the principle. That committee reported, that it is in- 
expedient to appropriate funds belonging to the American Bible Society, in aid of trans- 
lating or distributing the Bengali New Testament, or any other version containing 
translations of the Greek Words /3a7rrt^6), (SaTrriafiaf and their cognates. 

The reason, then, of the refusal of the request was, that the version for the printing 
of which their aid was soticited, contained a translation of the Greek word baptize, and 
its cognates .'—they refused the aid solicited, because its translators had not given a 
part of their " glad-tidings" in Greek ! ! and that part too, by which the poor pagan waa 
to learn the first duty he was to perform after believing in Christ, and by the perform- 
ance of which he was to make a public profession of his faith, a part which enjoins the 
only act of worship which was to be performed expressly in the name of the trinity of 
the true God ; and which he finds associated with die sanctions of eternal life and death 
in the very commission by authority of which the ministers of Christ are giving him 
the Bible as a light to his path ! ! ! 

But why is this prohibition laid on the Greek word (3a7rTL^(j any more than the Greek 
word fieravoeUf or the Greek word nLfTTevo, or any other Greek word ? Why do 
they require that a foreign, unmeaning term — a barbarism — ^be obtruded upon every in- 
quiring pagan, perishmg though he be, in his ignorance of God and duty and salvation 1 
Is it because its meaning is uncertain 1 No : Peedobaptists of every denomination be- 
ing witnesses, the meaning of the word is to immerse. Professor Person, of the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, an Episcopalian, acknowledged by all competent judges to have 
been the first Greek scl^olar in England, pronounced it absurd to imagine that it had 
any other proper meaning than to dip entirely, or plunge, or immerse. Dr. CampbeU, 
late professor of Divinity in Aberdeen, a Presbyterian, the author of the translation and 
notes so well known and so often consulted by everj' Biblical student, a man, who, from 
his boyhood had united those habits of close investigation which the study of the law is 
so well adapted to give, with a diligence and a perseverance in study which found, him 
among his books firom five in the morning till twelve at night, until he had passed the 
age of seventy-years ; whose learning attracted the attention and won the respect of the 
literary men of every state in Europe ; whose understanding was too capacious and too 
acute to be fettered by human systems, and too judicious to be led astray by fanciful theo- 
ries ; whose honesty made him declare the truth, how much soever it might conflict 
with his own practices, or those of the church with which he stood connected ; and of 
whose lectures on church history Mr. Orme, the late Secretary of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, speaks in terms of commendation, which he said he could apply to 
no other work in the language ; — this sound scholar and honest man pronounces the 
propei: import of the tei^ to be, to dip or immerse. Luther, the pillar of the reformar 
tion, has translated it in his German Bible by a word signifying tx) immerse ; and Calvin, 
the doctrinal oracle of the churches reformed, though he has not translated it in his Ge- 
nevan Bible, has declared, that '' it signifies to immerse J^ 

Why then, you will demand again with amazement, do they forbid its being translated ? 
It must be, you will say, because it would have been introducing an innovation on the 
practice of the church in giving the Bible to mankind ? No : besides the fact that the 
first version of the Scriptures ever made from the Greek, and probably made under the 
direction of the Apostles themselves, or their immediate successors, and into the lan- 
guage of the people of Galilee, to whom the Saviour preached, and whom his disciples 
baptized, contains a translation of the word by a term expressive of immersion ; besides 
the fact that it was translated in the Ethiopic version, — a version early made for the 
use of tbe countrymen, if not for the converts, of the Ethiopian officer whom Philip 
baptized ; besides the fact that it is translated in every other ancient version of the 
East ; and in them all translated by a word equivalent to immerse ;— 'it is also translated 
in nearly all, if not in every modem Protestant version of the west ; the English and 
Genevan English and French versions, and those since made on their model, excepted. 

Well then, if it was not because the translation of the word was an innovation upon 
the practice of the general church, you will say it certainly must have been because it 
was contrary to the practice of the American Bible Society to aid jsuch translation.—^ 
No : strange as it may sound to many of you, we must reply, neither could that have 
been the reason ; for they have appropriated funds not only in aid of the German Bible, 
and the Dutch Bible in which the term was translated, and translated by words signify- 
ing immersion ; but also in aid of the versions in which, in defiance of all precedent, and in 
defiance of all classical usage, and in defiance of every lexicon of the Greek language, it 
was rendered by a terra equivalent to sprinkle I And wot*© "5et,\kk!B^ \\w«^ %:^-^t^"t«s«A^ 
thsir ftmdsy in ]arg« amoimts, in the face of all omt TetftOTv%traiw.«ia, \o ^e ^xM^^^.'cvKsa.^ 
Morrisoa's Chinese translation, which Leang Afa,tihev7eU\u^o^NTiC\sai^^c««N«sX>\^»- 
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nounced *^va unintelligible jargon:" of the truth of which, you can yourselves judge, when 
told that the word baptizo is there rendered by a circumlocution, the meaning of which is, 
accordingto Mr.Abeel,the American Peedobaptist Missionary to Chiiia, ''tomakea wash." 

** Well ; if it was not an act of insanity," methinks some of you are by this time 
ready to exclaim, ** for which no reason can be given, they must have forbidden its 
translation as the condition of their aid, because they had just discovered, after twen^ 
years' labour in aiding versions containing translations of the word, that they had been 
sinning against their constitution, and thought it ** inexpedient" to do so any more.— 
But I have to tell you, neither could that have been the reason of their prohibition ; for 
although they have been sinning against it almost ever since they have had existence, 
if, according to the " remarks" upon it "published by the direction ^of the Board of 
Managers, and under the direction of a Committee appointed by the same," in 1830, 
the sole object of the Society is, " the dissemination of the unadvUerated word of 
Grod ;"* yet, the constitution opposed no obstacle whatever to their aiding versions am- 
taining correct translations of die word. On the contrary, it required that they should 
extend their influence, according to their ability, to other countries, by giving dieir aid 
to "the most faithful translations," where translations were required; so that this very 
act, instead of being in cautious compliance with the requirements of the constitution, 
was, itself, according to their own published commentary on that constitution, an 
added sin. 

But I must give you their reason in their own words ; or rather, perhaps I ought to 
say, in the words of U much valued Baptist brother, who on that occasion was so pacific 
as to think it duty not merely to feed a hungering enemy, but to furnish him vnth wea- 
pons and ammunition : — whether they were made for defence or suicide, however, the 
favoured may yet have reason to question. 

After the reports of the Committees to which I have referred, and much discussion 
on the. question of expediency y the following resolution was finally passed, and was 
afterwards approved by the Society at its annual meeting : "Resolvedf That in appro- 
priating money for the translating, printing or distributing of the sacred Scriptures in 
foreign languages, the managers feel at liberty to encourage only such versions as con- 
form, in the principle of their translation, to the common English verson ; at least so 
far as that all the religious denominations represented in the Society can consistently 
use and circulate said versions in their several schools and communities." 

The reason, then, for prohibiting the translation of the words relating to baptism 
was, that although their constitution throws no obstacles in their way ; and although 
they have aided and will continue to aid those versions of Christendom which contain 
translations of the words, and which they came into existence too late to control ; yet 
they do not feel at liberty to encourage any versions which make a disclosure of their 
proper meaning, in pagan lands, where it is in their power to prevent it : and they can- 
not encourage our»«, because our missionaries who made them, unlike Luther, and Cal- 

M do not know whether the Am. B. Society "feels itself at liberty" to continue its patronafo to 
the Spanish version of the New Testament ur not ; or whether its managers are disposed to main- 
tain that.in printing and ciroulaliDg it, they are engaged in "the dissemination of the unadulterated 
word of God." But I cannot envy the perspicacity that discovers greater evil to be dreaded to th« 
cause of pure Christianity, and the salvation of souls, from the versions of Baptists, than from those 
of Roman Catholics ; from a translation of that which enjoins the ordinance of baptism, thanfrooi 
a corruption of that which commands the duty to repent: a translation, eonformity to which, at 
worst, every Protestant acknowledges to be a Bcriptura^ obedience, than from a corruption whoM 
least evil is that it leaves the perishing sinner ignorant of what he must do to be saved. Many 
who have contributed to give the lamp of life to the benighted, through the agency of th« Ameri • 
can Bible Society, will be startled to learn, that the Spanish version of the New Testament which 
they have for years been printing and circulating, is a version that was made by Roman Catholics 
firom the Latin version called the Vulgate, instead of the original Greek; and which, by traaa- 
planting a Latin idiom into the Spanish tongue, is made to enjoin the Popish imposition of pe- 
nance, instead of repentance ;— a version which follows an omission in the Vulgate to justiQr tlM 
adoration of relica and crosses, though ail authority is against the omission. The Greek of th« 
New Testament, in every manuscript known ; the Septuagint, from which St Paul quoted the 
words verbatim ; and the Hebrew,from which the Septuagint itself was translated *, the Syriac, tha 
Arabic, the Coptic, the Ethiopic ; all have the reading which is in conformity with our comoion 
Bibles,— Jacob worshipped upon the top of his staff. Yet the Spanish version follows the Vulgate 
in the omission of the preposition : Jacob adoravit fastigium virgse ejus — " Jacob adoro la altora 
de SH vara ;" Jacob adored the top of his rod ! Vara in Spanish, is the word used for the rod or 
staff, to the top of which they affix the cross ; which the Spaniard is taught never to pass withovt 
adoring ; and which, so long as he has the authority of the American Bible Society for his worakip 
we may venture to predict be never unll How much more likely he is to bo led into the trntk bj 
their aid, in respect fo repentance^ we may judge by the following incident related by tha Rev. 
JUr. MmeJky : **l once reqdestod an inteUigenl Spaniard who visited me in my study. to giva bm 
ibe ine meaning of the word substituted for repenUikce, Va \\i« ^^^vikYk 'ttCtkW \l« tv^ued, * It 
means to eat no breakfast— very little dinner— no Inas noi \.o\\«VtL\M4\k>a\<;k\i>2fiA^UMx^wai^^'^ 
^' rwJtlBf tbeactioDtotkeword,^wYiipyouK%<»Vt\\ ^^\p'5<iw*f»>$\V?^ 
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vin, and Campbell, and others whose example contradicted their interpretation, com- 
mend the authority of the ordinance by its performance ; and the pexformance of it, 
among the plain and simple hearted converts from idolatzv, in accordance with a correct 
and intelUgible version of the command, makes it vefy difficult for the missionary who 
persists in sprinkling, to use his Bible and preserve his reputation for consistency !* 

Thus is a principle adopted for their future operations in Bible translation which re- 
' quires the missionaries of the Baptist denomination, in giving light to those who are 
sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, to hold hack and cover up a part of the 
truth, as the price of the aid of that Society in disclosing the rest. And for what 7— 
that their Protestant brethren of other denominations may succeed in transplanting, 
into Asia, a Papal substitution for an ordinance of Christ, which, in Europe and Ame- 
rica, has been the prolific root of unutterable evil. This was a sacrifice of honesty and 
conscience, and of the interests of their master^s kingdom, which they could not, durst 
not make. 

In translating the Bible, they are laying the foundations upon which the churches of 
unborn miUions and distant centuries are to be reared ; and they feel it incumbent on 
them, according to the grace of God which is given to them, to lay that foundation 
wisely. It is a fundamental principle of the Baptist faith, that Christianity must 
achieve her conquests by the might of the naked truth. Our missionaries believe that 
every plant which the Father hadi not planted, though it may linger out a sickly exist- 
ence must eventually be rooted up. They know that the day is coming in which every 
man's woric shall be subjected to a severer .ordeal than a by-gone superstition ever em- 
ployed; and, that they alone ''whose work shall abide, shall receive the reward'' of 
fidelity, or success. They remember that the modem is not the first missionary enter> 
prise since the days of the Apostles, for the conversion of the nations of the east; and 
they are under the most immoveable conviction that the only hope of success to the 

S resent missionary enterprise, lies in carrying forth the gospel of Jesus Christ, the pr- 
er of his church, and the personal exemplification of Christianity, pure as they came 
from the hand of their author ; and, that until the nations of the east shall see " a holy 
ci^ coming down from God," Jerusalem, in their esteem, will be no better than Rome. 

The modem missionary enterprise was begim by the Baptist denomination on the 
vexy soil where this sacrifice wels required to be made. 

The sainted Thomas, and Carey, and Marshman, and Ward, sat down alone on the 
bank of the Ganges, encircled by the whitening bones of those who had perished in 
the delusive hope of peace and salvation from ablution in its waters : the funeral fires 
of a superstition, whose tenderest sympathies gave the widow to the flames, were burn- 
ing around them. And amid the groans of the bleeding pilgrim, and the wail of the 
dying widow ; amid the scoff of the proud Brahmin, and die frowns of those in power, 
they undertook to burst the fetters of a caste of immemorial centuries. ** An enter* 
prise of madness ! a hope of delusion !" was the outcry of the world. And so it was, 
if earthly motive were the impulse that moved, or human policy the star that was to 
guide them. But they went " to proclaim liberty to the captive ; to bind up the broken 
hearted ;" they went because the Lord had sent them. They went in simple faith in 
the power, and trust in the promise, of Jehovah ; and the very fact that all former at- 
tempts had failed, made them hold with a firmer grasp, the instrument that God had 
placed in their hands. 

Who, then, can wonder, who will dare to blame, if the successors of those apostles 
of a new Christian era, beholding the effects which the simple truth, commended by 
their piety to every man's conscience, had wrought; beholdizig chiuxhes gathered, and 
converts multiplying ; beholding India's millions waking from their long sleep of death, 

* The motive' of the Board in passingr this resolution, it sufficiently clear from the language it- 
self; but the facts which gave that motive its pow.er may need to be stated. '* The Psedobaptists,** 
•ays Mr. Maelay, ** who came into the field in the East Indies, long after our Baptist brethren, ex- 
perienced great difficulties in making converts to sprinkling, and in retaining them after they 
were made, in consequence of the word ^airrKfa being rendered by a word signifying to immerM, 
in all our versions of the sacred Scriptures. Some of their converts were unwilling to be sprink- 
led ; and others, when sprinkled, by mingling with the Baptist converts, became dissatisfied with 
this tvbtiibUt for baptism. The Biaptist converts would ask them, have you renounced idolatry 
and embraced the Gospel ? Upon being angered in the affirmative, they would fUrther inquire, 
have you been baptized ? Tes. In what manner ? By sprinkling. But sprinkling is not baptism. 
Our teacher says it is. No, replies the Baptist convert, your teacher is wrong ; examine your 
Bible and yon will see that sprinkling is not baptism. They would do so ; and, sure enough, thw 
woald ind that Uie eommission of Christ to all the teachers of his religion, was ; * Qo teaeh all 
nations, immersing them in the name of the Father, and of Ua ^"^^ vbA. ^ ^Ssk'^&sck) ^ItM^-^ 
and accordjng Jy tliey would be immersed." U waa Vbia dV!&c>a\vs iiVvOBkVGA'Qism^^^xvss^^RX^'Qa^ 
tbne PmdobaptiH missionaries before referred to. 
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and asking for light to their path ; beholding the power of Brahminism broken ; infanti- 
cide abolished, wad the funeral fires extinguished ; — who, we say, can -wonder if t^ 
successors of diose men, standing amid such scenes as these, when they were required 
to mask their light, refiised to do it ! V/ho will dare to condemn them, if they held 
their honesty too dear to be sacrificed, even on charity's altar "^ Who can censure, if, 
holding up the Bible, faithfully translated, they replied, " By this our fathers pre- 
vailed; by THIS we conquer;^* and ceasing from man, whose breath is in his nostrils, 
as not to be accounted of, or relied on, they resolved to look to God alone. 

But, it is to be borne in mind, in judging of the course which the Baptists of this 
country have taken in this matter, that the versions made by the English Baptist fliis- 
«ionarie3 in India, although they are so numerous as to embrace the languages of more 
than four hundred millions of idolaters, are not the only ones which are proscribed by 
the resolution of the American Bible Society. All the versions made by Baptist mis- 
nonaries, embracing the languages and dialects of m^re than half the heathen 
world, suffer the same proscription. Nor is this all which you must consider ;— these 
versions are the only ones, with scarcely an exception, which have been made into those 
languages : so that either they must be thrown away — as their translators toill not, dare 
not, disguise them — and the hundreds of millions for whom they were prepared must 
go into eternity unblest, while other men of more supple consciences, are preparing 
other versions on the principle of accommodation and concealment required by that so> 
ciety ; or the friends of truth and honesty in this country must provide for their circula- 
tion, just as they are, that aid which the American Bible Society refused. 

In this dilemma, their brethren in America have said to them, " Hold fast your in- 
tegrity' ; ' endeavour, by earnest prayer and diligent study, to ascertain the exact mean- 
ing of the original text ; to express that meaning as exactly as the nature of the lan- 
guages into which you translate the Bible, will permit; and transfer no words which 
are capable of being literally translated ;' and if the Bible Societies desert you for re- 
nouncing the hidden things of dishonesty, for not walking in craftiness, and refusing to 
handle the word of God deceitfully, yet will not we ; nor will He, whose commission 
you bear. Translate that commission; proclaim and fulfil it, and if they will not help 
you, we wilV^ 

Now in holding to them such language, have we done wrong 1 Have we done 
wrong ? In adopting measures to make our promise good, have we done wrong? Afler 
waiting for the action of the American Bible Society, in the hope of its reversing the 
decision of its Board, and after witnessing the confirmation of that decision by the So- 
ciety, at its annual meeting, a convention of the denomination, — the largest ever assem- 
bled in this country — on a review of all the circumstanced of our condition as a denomi- 
nation, and the pressing wants of the nations for whom we had prepared, or were pre- 
paring, versions of the Scriptures ; proceeded, with great unanimity, to the formation 
of a Society to arouse and direct the energies of our half a million of members in 
giving the Bible, so far as God might help us to do it, to the nations of the earth. 

But although it was formed by Baptists, to meet the demand of the circumstances 
into which we had been thrown, we repel the idea of subservience to party or sectarian 
purposes. The Society was formed on the broad principle of giving the Bible fully 
and faithfully translated, and leaving sect and party to God and to the force of his truth. 
Not a little has been said, and written, about sectarianism and bigotry ; about embar- 
rassing missionary operations, &c. but I thank God I have heard none of it from my 
brethren. None of them, so far as I am aware, have been guilty of advancing charges 
so heavy against those from whom we have suffered; though they have often been pained 
with having to bear them. 

The charge is indeed heavy, but against whom does it lie ? Against us, who united 
with the other denomination, — ^for let it be remembered, that with respect to this mat- 
ter, there are but two, the Baptist and the Paedobaptist — ^to print and circulate the 
Scriptures in the dress and mask which an arbitrary monarch, of Popish extraction, of 
Presbyterian education, but defender of the faith of Episcopacy, chose to give them ; 
and who carried his zeal against the translation of ecclesiastical words so far as to re- 
tain for the Jewish Passover, sacred as it was with the blood of the lamb of God, the 
substituted name of a Saxon goddess ? Does it belong to vs, who united with a deno- 
mination to suit whose practice that version was made, and poured our mites till they 
swelled to scores of thousands into their hands, to circulate that version all over our 
land, although it was perpetuating ignorance by concealment, and error by misinter- 
pretadon, on the point on which we axe at issue ? Or, does it belong to those who re- 
nue to help lu print or circulate a mD«X faithihi, M-mxn.^«w:^^^ ^xA^asfiois^eftchable ver- 
#100, in a tar distant heathen land, because vre \wA tw.'tt^'axft^ ^Ccva x^na* \^oiisccb%\j^ 
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baptism ; refused, though their treasury was full, to give us part of that money which 
, our confiding churches and our dying brethren had trusted to their stewardship, for giv- 
ing light to the perishing and sent us out penniless, with the only existing translations 
in our hands, for hundreds of millions of pagans, because we had translated a toord 
as their own best scholars tell us it should be translated,and as every version of the 
primitive a^s gives it ;* as almost every modem version of the reformed churches of 
Europe gives it ; as the practice of the churches of Western Europe, papal and anti- 
papal, for thirteen hundred years, confirms it ; as the churches of Greece, of Servia, 
Bulgaria, Wallachia, Moldavia, and even frozen Russia, explain and enforce it to the 
present day ? Against whom, I repeat, does the charge of sectarianism, of bigotry, 
and of embarrassing missionary operations, lie ? I appeal to the world — ^let the honest 
judge, and answer. 

Aldiough, as may well be supposed, I feel indignant at charges so misapplied ; and 
at the injustice of the course which has been pursued towards the Baptist denomina- 
tion, and the cruelty of it to the perishing millions of Asia, to whom, by the act of the 
American Bible Society, the Bible is denied ; I wish to say that the feeling is directed 
against those exclusively who are responsible for the evil. Far be it from me to suppose 
for a moment, that my brethren of other denominations, generally, approve the princi- 
ple of accomn^odation, concealment, and conformity to a fallible human standard, 
adopted by the American Bible Society. A portion even of their own members in the ' 
Board voted against the resolution *, and it is my firm conviction, that the day is near 
when the honest^', and piety, and conscience, and honour, of those denominations, will 
be aroused to a sense of this injustice and cruelty : and when that society will be com- 
pelled to abandon its principle of expediency , and adopt that of giving to the world, 
"the Bible faithftLlZy and fully translated" or it will find the confidence and support 
of those on whom it has reUcd, withdrawn. 

* Although I do not approve of animadversion on the " King James' Bible," as our common ver- 
sion is called, since it is the only one which is generally accessible, and for that reason in general 
use } yet, as it is now held forth by the American Bible Society as a standard for the whole pagan 
world, so sacred as to justify the extinction of existing translations in languages spoken by more 
than half the heathen on the globe, I feel it due to the cause of truth, that the world should know 
its claims to infallibility. 

It is generally.believed to be a translation which was made by men, selected for the work on ac- 
count of their skill in the languages in which the Scriptures were originally written ; and to hava 
been translated by them, out of the original tongues, according to the best of their knowledge 
and skill. 

The fiiet is, that instead of performing the work according to the best of their knowledge and 
skill, they were obliged to submit themselves, as passive instruments, to the dictation of a monarch 
noted for passion, pedantry, and self-will { and, of a cringing and worldly Archbishop, who had 
reluctantly yielded to the demands of the puritan interest in the established church, for a belter 
version than the one then in authorized use. And when some of the principal scholars of their 
body suggested, as it appears from the testimony of Dr. Cell, ehapluin to the Archbishop Abbot, 
they repeatedly did suggest, new and varying translations } they were reminded that it ** toa$ not 
the object of THOSZ who had brought them together.** 

Instead of their making anew translation, it appears from the investigations of the late Dr. Ho- 
mer, a Psedobaptist clergyman of Massachusetts, who had spent sixty years in the critical study 
of the history and character of the different versions of the Scriptures, that only about on* 
twenty-seventh part of the Old Testament, and one eighty-fourth part of the New Testament, is 
entitled to the name of a new translation. And instead of their having made even this small 
portion Arom the original tongues, Dr. Homer believes, that although they did not wholly neglect 
the Hebrew and Greek originals, they consulted the Greek of the New Testament with the aid of 
the Latin version of Erasmus interlined ; and the Hebrew of the Old Testament, with the help ot 
the interlined translation of Arius Montanus ; a translation which is so barbarously literal as com- 
pletely to sacrifice the idiom of the Latin language This Latin translation of Montanus is made 
upon ** a principle which seizes a single meaning of a word and holds to it, whatever absurdities 
it may involve, entirely disregarding the context ; a principle which, instead of giving the sense 
of the original, sometimes gives downright nonsense ; frequently, a different meaning flrom the 
original t and, not seldom, makes tho author say in another language, the reverse of what he said 
in his own."a The use of a version like that is certainly not very fhvourable to the position main- 
tained by Todd, in his Vindication of the Translators, that they were men eminently skilled in 
the Oriental and Greek languages, and fitted in every respect for the high and honourable taidc 
assigned to them by their sovereign. 

Although these facts stronffly condemn the course pursued by the American Bible Society, and 
even point to the necessity of an improved version in the English language, they need not awaken 
apprehension in the mind of the unlettered Christian : for although our common version is B«t 
sufficiently immaculate to admit the seal of infallibility, or to Justify its being made a standard ibr 
all new versions to be given to the pagan world ; yet it is not sufiElciently defectiv*^ Mcqit ia rv- 
lation to baptism and church order, to be distrusted as a guide to truth or duty. 

m Dr. CuapbtlPs strieturet oa ih» irvrvtou ot KA^uUxnloHGna* 
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EXTRACTS FROM ANNUAL REPORTS OF AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 

The Bible Society of the Hamilton Literary and Theological Seminary, remark: 
** In conclusion, we would express our fellowship with the Parent Society in all their 
plans and action hitherto for me translation and circulation of the Scriptures. We feel 
.assured that th9 great work of giving * the Bible translated/ to all the families of the 
earth, will continue to enlist the fervent prayers and devoted lives of the members of 
this institution. '' They have contributed $220 to the funds of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

The Alabama Baptist Bible Society at their meeting in November last, manifested a 
laudable zeal in the Bible cause ; the following is among the resolutions passed by that 
body: — 

. Resolvedj That the object of this Society is highly important, and that the claims of 
the world demand increased effort to spread the Word of Truth to all who are destitute 
of the sacred treasure. 

Their receipts amount to $652 00. Rev. J. L. Dagg is President, and the Rev. A. 
J. Holcombe, Corresponding Secretary of the Society. 

The Virginia and Foreign Baptist Bible Society held their second annual meeting in 
June, 1838. Brothier John Goodall, Agent of this Society, in his report, says : ** I live 
received as the fruit of my labours during eleven months, $1,414 76 in cash— -in pledges, 
$3000,making $4,414 76, with a few golden ornaments, all of which your agent has de- 
posited with the treasurer. I formed no society, but addressed the Baptist churches 
as Bible Societies, so constituted by the great Head of the church 1800 years ago; and 
if the Baptist churches, as such, were brought to act upon this principle, their action 
would be both permanent and eflBcient." 

The Stanton-street Baptist Bible Society transmitted their report in May last. They 
have paid into the treasury of the Parent Society $180. The Life Members consti- 
tuted by this Society, are Mrs. Elgreen, Miss Mary Cox, Mrs. Nancy Benedict, Ben- 
jamin M. Thompson, David Bailie, and Wm. S. S. Mikels. Rev. George Benedict is 
President, and Alexander Wiley, Secretary of the Society. 

The Oneida County Bible Society continues in a healthy states they have contributed 
upwards of $1100 to the funds of the American and Foreign Bible Society; and at 
their last ann'ual meeting, they say : — 

Resolvedj That the great unanimity of the Baptist denomination throughout the 
union, in the formation of the American and Foreign Bible Society, furnishes irresist- 
ible evidence of the Divine interposition and approval, and inasmuch as the principle 
for which it contends, viz. the faithful translation of the sacred Scriptures, can never 
be relinquished^ while fidelity to God's word, and the consideration of the condition 
and claims of the heathen are regarded, our obligations ar6 solemn and imperative to 
prosecfute the ejiterprise with untiring energy, constantly relying on the great Head of 
the church for his aid and guidance." 

A. M. Beebee is President, and D. Bennett, Secretary of the Society. 



YOUNG MEN'S CITY BIBLE SOCIETY. 

This interesting Auxiliary is a branch of great promise. In a circular prepared by 
Brother Thomas T. Devan, M. D. Chairman of the Finance Committee, they say : 
** We have been greatly instrumental in supplying Bibles and Testaments to the Sunday 
Schools of our denomination in this city and vicinity, andhave been invited to extend a giving^ 
hand to destitute schools and individuals at a distance; and as far as God has giren 
us ability, we have promptly granted the Word to these petitioners : but it not unfre- 
quendy happens that we are obliged to defer supplying such requests, fo^ want of funds. 
Among others, an urgent appeal for aid has been received from the remnant of the Mas- 
sachusetts Indians, who are several hundreds in number, and are principally Baptists. 
As no auxiliary of any Bible Society finds those ancient owners of the soil within the 
circle of its beneficence, our offer to supply destitute schools, which was originally in- 
tended to apply to our immediate vicinity, they hailed as a door of supply that Provi- 
^bsnce had laid open to them. In the distribution of the Word of Life we ask not 
* Whence come you 7' or * Of what creed are you 7'— 4)ut, Have you a copy of the 
Testament of the Grace of God 1 If not, take this — ^read, learn, and inwardly digest it, 
aad with God's blessing it may bring fonh fruita to %t«ros\\»i«v'^ 
The annual report ei thit Society, inU a;p<^«ix m vox dkm ^pv^at. 
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Extracts from the Annual Report of the Rensselaer County Bible Society. 

" The grand object of our Society is, to distribute throughout 'all lands' the sacred 
writings, faithfully translated ; so that no sentence or word in any language shall appear 
obscure, mutilated or disguised. Such an object is worthy of support from all who 
value ' the independence of the cliurches — unfettered liberty of conscience — the right 
and the duty of every man to take the pure word of God as the only standard of his 
faith — the guide of his conduct — the lamp to his feet, along the path to heaven.* 

" The rule by which every Baptist missionary labours in the translation of the sacred • 
Scriptures, is, ' that they endeavour, by earnest prayer and diligent study, to ascertain 
the exact meaning of the original text ; to express that meaning as exactly as the natm'e 
of the language into which they shall translate the Bible will permit ; and to transfer no 
words which are capable of being literally translated.* 

"This rule is sanctioned by high authority. ' The first and principal business of a 
translator,' says Bishop Lowth, ' is to give the plain literal and grammatical sense of his 
author ; the obvious meaning of his words, phrases, and sentences ; and to express 
them in the language into which he translates, as far as may be, in equivalent words, 
phrases, and sentences* — * want of fidelity admits of no excuse, and is entitled to no in- 
dulgence.* Archbishop Newcome, whose opinions are generally received with defer- 
ence by the pious and learned, when treating of the English version, says :-— ' The 
translator should express every word in the original by a literal rendering, where the 
English idiom admits of it, and where not only purity, but perspicuity and dignity of 
expression can be preserved.* Again, he says, ' The critical sense of passages should 
be considered, and not the opinions of any denomination of Christians whatever.* — 
* The translators should be philologists, and not controversialists.* 

" By such and other means of a kindred nature, the Baptists are endeavouring 
to dissipate the gross moral darkness that has covered the people. And your com- 
mittee feel that such means are essential to the perfect accomplishment of the work. 
For just in proportion as translations into any language are obscured, mutilated, or 
disguised, the mists and darkness of ignorance will rest upon the minds of the people 
who speak it. 

** The retention of the Scriptures, first entirely, and subsequently in part, in the dead 
languages, had its origin in Papal authority. It is Papal policy, therefore, to perpe- 
tuate the practice to any extent whatever. The version of Scripture used at this day 
by Roman Catholics, consisting of the Rhemish New Testament, and the Douay Old 
Testament, together known as the Douay Bible, were translated, not from the original 
languages, but from the Latin Vulgate, and is so full of foreign words and obscure ren- 
derings, that a great portion of it is incomprehensible to common readers. 

" That Roman Catholics should sustain their own policy is not to be wondered at, 
but that any Protestant sect, professing to resist the authority of the Pope in general, 
and to discountenance that policy in particular, should act upon the same principle in 
Scripture translation, is perfectly inexplicable, unless it is for a sectarian purpose. But 
such is the fact. It is the policy of the British and Foreign Bible Society ; of the 
American Bible Society, and their auxiliaries. The rule of translation adopted by the 
last named Society, in 1836, is well known. It restricts the ' appropriating of money 
for the translating, printing or distributing of the sacred Scriptures in foreign languages,* 
to such versions only as are confirmed ' in the principle of dieir translation to the com- 
mon English version; at least so far as that all the religious denominations represented 
in this society, can consistently use and circulate said versions in their several schools and 
communities.* That of the British and Foreign Bible Society is substantially the same. 
The natural effect of this rule, when acted upon, is to retain in all their translations 
' the old ecclesiastical words' which King James ordered to ' he kept* in the translation 
published by his authority in 1611. What that translation is, according to that rule, 
all others are to he. In other words. King James* version is to become the standard 
of translation. Here then, is, virtually, a decree that the English translation is The 
Bible— a decree that is perfectly analagous to that of the council of Trent, in the six- 
teenth century, which declared the Latin Vulgate the autherUic version; and com- 
manded that that alone should be read publicly, and in all sermons, expositions and 
disputations ; one effect of which was, that soon, multitudes considered it as dictated 
by the Holy Spirit; at least was providentially guarded against all error; was conse- 
quently of divine authority, and more to be regarded than even the original Hebrew and 
Ureek text. 

" It ought not to be overlooked that the advocates q1£ ^Sdaa tifira T\iSi& «e^ vctifiak% ^^ 
A. B, S. vnth a powmr that ra^ eanly prove {ftfcaSl U» iibAV««t VoSumrnkXAtll tbaa.^ ^^>va 
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of their ostensible objects is to hinder tHe circulation of corrupt and mutilated copies 
of the Scriptures, but, it has been argued by some of them, already, that it will render 
an important service to the cause of truth by the restraints which it will impose on the 
operations of one denomination, (the Baptists) which they consider, in a peculiar sense, 
* enemies of the cross of Christ.* 

** Let it be remembered that this conservative power is assumed without Divine 
warrant ; and that, according to the rule in question, it is to be exercised for the benefit 
of, not the original Scriptures, nor faithful, literal translations of them, but the common 
English version. It is, consequently, a ' tremendous power that is to be wielded over 
the very sources of the religious faith of mankind ; not by arguments addressed to the 
widerstanding and conscience, but by the decrees which shall issue from the council 
chambers* of the A. B. S.** 



PRAISEWORTHY LIBERALITY. 

The following communication, covering two fifty dollar bills, was a short time since 
sent to the Editor of the Biblical Recorder and Southern Watchman. It discovers so 
much of genuine Christian principle exemplified in acts of true beneficence, that we 
consider it due to the pious, but unknown donor, to copy his note ; and invite the atten* 
tion of our wealthy brethren throughout the land to an imitation of his generous ex- 
ample. 

Buford^s Bridget Barnwell Dittriety 
April nth, 1839. 
Brother Meredith, 

Having seen in several of your last papers strong appeals made by the American and 
Foreign Bible Society, and by the Board of the Baptist Foreign Missionary Sode^, to 
the Churches, for more aid— and feeling a deep interest in every thing tending to pros- 
per the dear Redeemer*s kingdom in this world, I have taken the liberty to trouble yoa 
with my mite, asking the favour of you to forward the same to the proper persons. One 
of the enclosed $50 bills is for the use of the American and Foreign Bible Society, the 
other for the Burman Mission. By attending to the above you will greatly oblige a 
friend to yourself, and to all who love the Lord Jesus.** 

It deserves also to be mentioned, that the Cashier of the Bank of South Carolina 
generously presented checks for the emaount without charge. — Again, the young ladies 
connected with the Atheneum Seminary, under care of Rev. John L. Dagg, (Alabama,) 
have since last May, paid over to Rev. A. Maclay, Agent of the Society, the sum of 
$140 for the Burman Mission ; and the contents of their Mission Box for the Burman 
Bible, amounting to $6, and two gold rings for the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. 



The following letter from New-Orleans will be read with pleasure by every friend 
o£ faithful translations of the Bible. 

Dear Sir — At a late sermon delivered by the Rev. Theodore Clap, Pastor of the 
First Congregational Church in this city, a collection was taken up to aid the Bible 
Society of which you are Secretary, when the sum of two hundred and six dollars was 
raised, which sum I have the pleasure to transmit to you, by Mr. Mark Walton, to be 
applied as follows, viz. : 

One hundred and fifty dollars to constitute our worthy pastor a member and Di- 
rector for Life ; and the balance to be invested in Bibles, and sent out to him, to be dis- 
tributed in this State. Very respectfully, I am. Sir, 

Your most ob*t serv't, 

JAMES W. BREEDLOVE, 

One of the Trustees. 



The names of Auxiliary Sociedes, Li£e Dit^cVsn «xA li&« 'NletoSoom, constituted 
Miace the aoonal meetings will be pubMied m oux i)«xx Q^nxvstVs "^^et* 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

May 1, 1839. To aid in printing and distributing the Scriptures translated by 

the Missionaries of the Baptist General Convention, U. S. $5000 

June 5. To the London Baptist Missionary Society for printing a faith* 

fill version of the New Testameht in Orissa, $1000 

For printing and circulating the sacred Scriptures, by the British Baptist 

Missionaries in Calcutta, 4000 

5000 



$10,000 



GENERAL AGENT AND ASSISTANT TREASURER. 

At the last annual meeting of the Society, Rev. Ira M. Allen, was unanimously 
elected General Agent and Assistant Treasurer of the American and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. He has accepted the appointment, and entered upon the responsible duties of 
his office. As a '* beloved brodier and a faithful minister and fellow servant in the 
Lord," favourably known to the denomination throughout the United States, he is affec- 
tionately commended to the regards of all who love our Lord Jesus Christ. Orders 
for book* and all remittances of money for the Society, should be directed to Rev. Ira 
M. Allen, Greneral Agent and Assistant Treasurer of the American and Foreign Bible 
Society, New>York. All other communications should be directed to the Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 

Montys receivedby William Colgate, Treasurer of the *' American and Foreign 

Bible Society,'' 1839. 

April. Cayuga Bible ?;)c'y per Alfred Bennet] $121 28 

G. W., Rasselville, Kentucky $5 00 ~ 

A F. Long do do * 5 00 



Rensselaer eoanty Bible Society, per 
£. Octrander, Treasurer . 

Mr. StiUson Prall, Carver, Massachu- 
setts, per Heman Lincoln 

Bap. ch. and soc. of Chariest own, do 

Rev. George W. Keely, Ilaverhill, do 

Baptist Sute Convention, So. Car. do 

Moriah Association, So. Carolina, do 

Worcester Bap. Association, Masssa 
cbuBett8| per do .... 

Miss Mary H. Qninsey, Washington, 
District of .Colambia, per do 

Sunday School Box, do 

Ontario county Association Bible So- 
ciety, per Thomas Ottley, Treasurer 

William R. Seagrave, Salem, New- 
Jersey, per Ira M. Allen 

BaMist church Phenixville, per Rev. I. 
M. Allen ..... 

Toong Men's City Bible Society, per 
Samuel Raynor, Trnacurer 

Bowlinff Grees Bible Society, per Ri- 
chard. Curd, Treasurer 

Otsego Bible Society, per T. Eaton, 
Treasurer ... 

Alviu Bennett, South Wilbraham 

Trumansburrh Baptist church 

Catlin church .... 

Painted Post church 

Mary P. Folwell, of Romulus church 

Peach Orchard church 

Aaron Uauley, Hector church 

JiDeacon L. Porter, Covert church . 

Worcester Baptist Association Bible 
Society, per Asa Butler, Treasurer 

New-Hampahire Foreifrn Bible Society 
per John A. Gault. Treasurer . 

Mrs. 6. Smith .... 

Reed Peck 

Nathan Peck 

CwBpben R. Peck 

AbUshPeck 

CoarUaad cmtnty Aaso. Bible Society, 
per C. P. Jacobs, TreMurer, part of 
wbhb for Bibles and Testaments 



348 00 



50 
75 00 

2 50 
34 79 
41 12 

88 27 

3 00 
3 50 

161 00 

1 00 

10 00 
300 00 

40 00 



Cayuga Bible ?;)c'y per Alfred Bennet 
A sister iu Oliver-sL ch. N. Y. $20 00 
Mrs. Hetty Atwell, do 10 00 

Wm. Williams, per S. H. Cone 30 00 



411 00 


30 00 


31 00 


5 00 


2 86 


1 00 


7 00 


I 00 


1 00 


113 00 


300 00 


30 00 


30 00 


30 00 



Interest on Mortgaffe, per S. B. Munn, 

December 3, 1838 
Bible Society of the North Bap. church 

in N. Y. pr I. H. Townsend, Trees. 
Franklin Association Bible Society, 

per Medad Jackson, Treasurer 
Bible Society of the Seuth Baptist 

Church, per William Tracy, Treas. 
Stephen R. Thorn, per S. H. Cons 
Young Men's City Bible Society, S. 

Kaynor, Treasurer, for books 
Chas. Higby, of West Turin, county 

of Louis, per Daniel Hascall 
Sussex Association, New- Jersey, per 

J. C. Murphy .... 
Connecticut Baptist Bible Society, 

Joseph B. Gilbert, Tren8urcr,through 

Mr. Canfield . 
Talladega County Bible Society, per 

Samuel G. Darden, Cor. Secretary 
Rev. Archibald Maclay, New-Orleans 
Oneida Bible Society, Jas. Francis.Tr. 
Bible Society of Newport and vicinity. 

per Jeremiah Kelly, Cor. Secretary 
Madison Bible Society, Jiimes Nicker- 

son, Treasurer .... 
Granville Bible Society, per 6. M. 

Barker, Treasurer 
Courtland County AR8nciation Bible 

Society, per Simon Kirkpatrick 
Abraham Everett, MaAsachusetts. per 

C.O.Kimball .... 
Church at Satom, N. J. per S. Smith 
Bethesda Church, Cliester co., Penu 

sylvania, per Rev. J. S. Jenkius 
Lower Providence Church, do per do 
Sixteenth-street Baptist Church, N, Y. 

Ker Samuel Smith. SectetM^ . 

10 00 1\ way , 1^ . I , v«t ^w. Q.^- ^ *>»i . 

Ced«LTv\\\% T«m«V*'K!te\* ^oc\*vj ,^;^ 
250 00 A per Mrs. K V • TaTx^i.s\\Cox3^^ 1 



60 00 



50 64 

40 00 

131 77 

143 00 
30 00 

195 00 

30 00 

18 00 



753 00 

95 00 

1400 OO 

109 18 

60 00 
195 00 

54 00 

156 25 

3 00 
24 75 

6 50 
20 76 






n. ^5^ 
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Rev. C. Bartolett, FlemingtoD, N. J. 
Baltimore Baptist Bible Society, per 

Wm. R. Mayberry, Treasurer . 
Church and Congregation uf Lower 

Dublin, Penn. per Enoch Wright 
Milesburg Church Bible Society, Penn- 
sylvania, per Joseph Miles, Treas. 
Burlington Bible Society, New- Jersey, 

per David Oliver, Treasurer 
Female Baptist Bible Society, Lower 

Dublin, per Rev. John P. Walter 
Female Bible Society of the Baptist 

Church at Pembertoc, per J. Gaskill 
Baptist Church at Morristown, New 

Jersey, per Rev. William Sym . 
Mrs. F. E. Aikman, Burlington, N. J. 
Accomac Bible Society, Mr. Savage, 

Treasarer, per Rev. J. Walker, Vk. 
Delaware and Foreign Bit le Society, 

per Wm. 6. Jones, Treasurer . 
Blockley Bibl^ Society, Pennsylvania, 

per A. L Van Tuyl, Treasurer . 
Baptist Church, ChesnutHiU, per Rev. 

William Shadrack . 
Female Bible Society of 1st Church. 

ffewark, Mrs. Charlotte Vanderpool 

Treasurer, per Rev. William Sym. 
Bap. ch. Staten Island, pr Rev. S. White 
Woodstown Female Bible Society, N.J. 
Pittsburgh Bible Society, Wm. Lip- 

pincott, Treasurer, per S. Williams 
Miss G. Tappaa, Poughkeepsie, per 

Rev. Thomas Wilks 
Philadelphia City and County Bible 

Society, Joseph Taylor, Treasyrer, 

per George Swope 
Joseph Barnhurst, Philadelphia . 
Mrs. Priscilla Barnhurst, do 
Washington Bible Society, Samuel 

Grubb, Treas. per S. Chapin, D. C. 
John L. Smith, Philadelphia . 
Mrs. Hiles do 

Miss Francis Smith, do 

Mrs. Hannah B. Rawlings do 
Thomas Rawlings do 

AUeghanytown Bible Society connect- 
ed with 1st Baptist church . 

A Friend 

Black River Home Missionary Society 

per D. W. Rickerson 
Brown and Tioga Bible Society, per 

Asa Woolverton . • 
Rev. James Patterson, Germantown, 

per J. C. Murphy 
A. Cobb, per Dr. Barker 
Female Burman Bible Soc of Spruce- 
street, Phila. per Rev. S. H. Cone 
Mrs. Abigail Hunt, Sharon, Ct. per do. 
Baptist Church at Washington, Penn. 

per Daniel Moore, Esq. 
Michigan Baptist Convention, per W. 

A. Crocker 

May. 
A Friend at BufTord's Bridge, South 

Carolina, per F. Meredith. 
Chautauque County Bible Society, per 

Josiah Moore .... 
Miss Rebecca 'Thompson, Amenia, 

per Rev. L. W. Webster . 
Baptist Female Bible Association of 

Philadelphia, per Mary Jones, Tr. 
Alabama Bapt. Bible Society, per Ro- 
bert S.Foster .... 
Onondaga County Bible Society, per 

John Blain 



18 25 


100 00 


25 00 


12 00 


69 55 


30 00 


31 50 


10 00 
30 00 


30 75 


SO 00 


30 00 


7 69 


60 00. 
600 
30 00 


90 00 


500 


85 15 
5 00 
500 


80 00 
1 00 
1 00 
50 
5 00 
3 00 


90 00 
50 


30 00 


218 00 


30 00 
2 50 


80 00 
500 


52 50 


200 00 


50 00 


125 49 


3 00 


292 52 


682 00 


90 00 



Elkton Bible Society, per Robert, 
Courtland, Treasurer . 

Grand River Foreign Bible Society, 
por George Brown, Treasurer . 

Mrs. Fanny. L. D. Townsend, N. York 

Alleghany and Cattaraugus Bible So- 
ciety, per Nelson McC^l, Treasurer 

Louisville Bible Society, Kentucky, 
per Rev. R. Morey . 

Rev. Andrew Collins, Chester co. Pa. 

Bethel Moore, Montgomery co. Penn. 

Holland Purchase Yearly Meeting of 
Free Will Baptists, per B. McKoose. 

Georgia Baptist Convention, Col. Ab 
salom Janes, Treasurer 

A Young Convert of N. Stonington, 
per Rev. Wm. Broeketti through 
Rev. C. G. Sommers . . . 

Anguila Bapt. Ch. Stonington, per L S. 
Anderson, through Rev. C. G. Som- 



mers 



Baptiat Church, Stonington Borough, 

per do throuffh C. G. Sommera . 
Cash Sales of Testaments and Bibles 

from the Depository . 

June, 
A Friend in Philadelphia, per Wm. 

Cox, through B. R. Lesley, agent of 

the Tract Society 
Welsh Baptist Church, New-York, per 

Rev; Samuel White . 
Orleans County Bible Society, per 
. Lemuel C. Paine, Sec. and Treasurer 
Green River Bible Soc. per J. E.Tyler 
R«v. A. Maclay, pr 1. LaBy,Tuscaioo«a 
Stanton-street Bible Society, per Da> 

vid Ludlam, Jun. Treasurer 
W. L Coom, Mobile, per T* P. Miller 
Black River Bap. For. Bible Soc. N. 

Yerness, Treasurer, through the 

hands of Mr. Hawks 
Greenport Bap. Ch. per Re v.Mr .Miller 
Augusta American and Foreign Bible 

Society, per Bennett Harris, Treas. 
2d Baptist church, Carravnu, Columbia 

county. New -York, per H- P. Skinner 
Mrs. Chas. Brockway, Brodalbin, New 

York, per Rev. Isaac Wescott . 
Baptist Church at Kingsbury, Indiana 
Baptist Church at Laporto Village do 
Two Ladies of llth Baptist Church, 

Phila. per Rev. A. D. Gillett, ea. ^ 
1st Baptist Church and Society, Paw- 
tucket, R. I. per Rev. Silas Spalding 
Fall River Bapt. Bible Society, Mass. 
Baptist Church Weston, Mass. pr Rev. 

Joseph Hodges 
Henry Marchant, Pawtucket, R. I. 
IndBpendent Bap. Ch. do 
Baptist Church, Swansea, Mass. . 
Miss N. Cleaves, Upper Beverly, Mass. 
Prof. H. J.Ripley, Newton Ins. Mass. 
Dea. Samnel Hill, Boston, Mass. . 
Rev. John Allen, Seekouk, Mass. 
1st Baptist Church, Philadelphia, per 

T. Rhodes, throuffh brother H. Scott 
Robert King, New-York, donation 
1st Congregational Church, New-Or- 
leans, per Mark Walton, Esq. . 
Martha Shields, Phila. per S. H. Con« 
Sunannah Bouldin, Wilmington, DeLdo 
A Lady in Troy, N. Y. per S. H. Cone 
Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor, N. Y. per do 
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QVA.oivatt^L'at iPiLipaatao 




TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS. 
Thi fnmds of die American txi Foceiga Bible Swriaiy an earanllf v 
otMerre tlis foUowuig indupeiiMble mln in conunumcitiiig b; letter with llie Board, 
IjBtlen coDtuning remicuikcet of moneT should be tddieaied to Rer. In M, AIleDt 
No. 6 Dulch-itreec ; but u the Board have only one official organ of geneni conaa- 
pottdepce, alt other anmiKiimaMoHt muBt be addreaiad to C. G. Sommen, Cenei- 
pondlng Secralaiy of (be American and Foreign Bible Society, No. 33 Madi)on«tteet, 
NewXoik. Ageou of iba SocieQ are nqoeated invariably to purme tbe aaina counr. 

INFORMATION WANTED. 
Gnat caie baa been taken to forward the aoniisl Reporti, and Qaarterly Fapen of 
the Socie^ to the Churchet and to the Life Director) and Memben of the Society, 
but in lome caws we hare unayaidably foiled for want of die Poit-OtEce addrait of 
our pacrou. Thoie who do not recBiTe our publicationt, are leqnettad to furoiah the 
Correapooding Secretaij vitb loch infonaation ai may enable him to inpply the de- 

eXTEACTS FROM THE FIRST REPORT OF " THE YOUNG MEN'S CTTY 
BIBLE SOCIETY." 

In accordance with a wih cnatom, and ai reaponiiTe to your reaionable BBticipa>. 
tjona, your ExacnUre Board present their first Annual Report. 

In doing so, it may parhapi not teem inappropriate to piemise, that oui aMOCiation 
wBi called inco heing at a peculiar era in our deoominatiDnal hiitny. 

We refer to that time when American BapUB(«, guided as they Hill believe, by oram- 
seieat wisdom, formed a distiact Bible organiiacion, under the name of tha Americaa 
and Foreign Bible SocieQ. 

At the period of which we ipeak, the yonng men of our denomination plainly saw 
Ab propriety of throwing tbeir inliuanBa into the scale together with their aeiuai \i»- 
thren, and gobg hand in hand with them in ibeir ^on W ^tv W ' ^ ~ 

a>4— fmraaait camafrna thsfoontof He&ven'i tns^n^in^ 



a.tKli^ ^» -«>«& <^ 



r<n.t. 
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Aocordingly, at a meeting of Young Men, held on the 3d of May last, it was miam- 
mously resolved, that the ** claims of the church, and the voice of duty, alike called 
upon them to form a Young Men's Bible Society, auxiliary to the American and Foreign 
Bible Society." # • * 

We pass sow to the more appropriate subjects of the Report,— to revi9w the year 
which has closed — to recount the little good which we have accon&plished — ^to point 
out as far as possible the path to more effective effort — and by exhibiting before you the 
field of our labour, its capabilities, and its difficulties, to stimulate to more ardent zeal, 
mbre earnest prayer, and more untiring exertion. 

As soon as possible, after having been intrusted with tiie interests of the Society, your 
Board commenced its operations. Naturally subject at first to tiie embarrassments of 
inexperience, we were still assured, that under the guiding eye (^ God, even our efforts 
could not be altogether fruitless. They have not been, and here would we acknowledge 
our gratitude to Him who has watcheKl over us from the beginmng, who has directed 
all our councils, animated all our labours, and as a Board* in our social capacity, brought 
MA thus far in entire harmoi^ and peace.* 

Restricted by a constitutiowl provision to the purchase of Bibles and Testaments 
from the Parent Society only, we were conseqaently unable to commrace the work of 
distribution until January last, when its publications first appeared. 

Three hundred copies of the New Testament were soon after purchased, to which 
300 Bibles were subsequently added. As yet these have been sufficient for our neces- 
sities. All applications have been promptly met, and arrangements will soon be made 
to scatter the word of God wherever the destitute are found, throughout the extent of 
our city. 

For the sake of facility in distribution, two depositories have been established in 
different sections of the city. The upper at No. 417 Houstoun, the lower at 93 Wil- 
liam-street. At both, a constant supply of Bibles and Testaments is kept, ready for 
delivery upon authorized application. 

As yet, however, it will be perceived, that from the circumstances of the case, oar 
chief obiect has been the ooliection of funds to enable us to pmniue our work with vigour 
and efficiency. 

Shonly after entering upon the performance of their duties, it became evident to the 
Board, that its operations must necessarily be crippled, if the business of collection 
was. left entirely, to the imassisted efforts of its members, whose time will not permit 
that devotion to the work which it imperatively demands. The extent of the field, 
and the claims of the cause, seemed to render it indispensable, that some one individual 
should be constantly and actively employed. #♦**♦#• 

In connexion with this subject, the Board are happy to inform you, that after expe- 
riencing more difficulty than was anticipated, they have been able to accomplish what 
has long been considered as desirable by the friends of the denomination in this city. 
A complete register has been made of the names and residences of the members of 
every Baptist church in New-York. That register is in the hands of the Recording 
Secretary, and will not only be of great service to ourselves, but we hope to others. It 
may at any time be consulted at No. 48 Franklin-street. 

Considering it as we do, an indispensable requisite to successful collection among a 
dense population, your Board would recommend that it be frequendy examined, its er- 
rors rectified, and the necessary alterations made ; as withodt this attention, your agent 
will find his operations intricate, without necessity, and laborious without efficiency. 

The collections during the year have amounted to $674 60. Of this sum $530 00 
have been received for Life Memberships. $49 50 from annual members, and $74 00 
in donations. 

The expenditures have amounted to $265 94, as will more fully appear by reference 
to the report of our Treasurer. 

Three hundred dollars have also been contributed to the funds of the Parent Societyi 
leaving on hand a balance of $108 16. 

Sixty-three Annual, and thirty-one Life Members, already constitute the Society. 
While we would affectionately invite all who can to co-operate with us by enrolling 
their names as Members for Life, we would still admire the self-denial of him who 
with limited resources ''casteth into the Lord's tresury of such as he hath." Our con- 
stitution entitles every contributor to the privileges of membership, without regard to 
the amount of subscription, preferring rather to make that a matter between the do- 
vor'a conscience and his God, than by slipuVaUtig oxcj %\xmtQ prevent a single individual 
irom enjoying with us the sacred pleasore o£ d,oVn% f^wA. 
While upon this subject, ^e wou\d advetlXo«LtBM%\.^w^u««B^^\a«2^l%:^V«^ 
prevail somewhat ; even among our tdenda. T\».\.\wc»m«b^^ %v:^\^ wstw\^^^^^^ 
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Men's Bible Soeietyi'' none save that class can properly be its members. Such is &r 
from our design. Our officers must alone be young men. No such qualification is at- 
tached to membership. The distribution of the sacred volume throughout the cities of 
New-York and Broo^yn» is an object in which all, youi^ and old, male or female, are 
alike interes^d. * * * f . 

We are to be chiefly but the active agents in the apj^cation of private beneficence. 
We are to collect the thousand rays of Christian generosity, and thixnigh the medium of 
the word of God, send them on in one broad stream of living light, into the moral wil- 
derness where sin riots, until " blossoming as the rose," it shall bear the fimits of 
righteousness and peace. And we are never to abate our ardour until that Hght in its 
bnghtness and beauty shall be reflected up to mingle its tribute with the glory which 
surrounds the throne. 

Such is the brief recapitulation of oiir labours during the first year of our existence. 

We proceed then to lay before you our plans for the future, and the present task is 
finished. 

By systematized effort vre shall attempt to give to every destitute family in the cities 
of New-York and Brookl3rn, a copy of God's revelation to perishing man. This we 
hope to do, by dividing the field into proper sections, and appropriating to each la- 
bourer his exclusive district for searching out the needy, and supplying them with the 
best of all gifts — the gift of heaven. Very many can, we know, be found beneath 
whose roof that Book was never seen, but who are willing and eager to receive it at 
our hands. 

We wish also to provide all our Sabbath schools with Bibles and Testaments so far 
as they may need. This the Socie^ regard as a duty at once primary and impera- 
tive. 

It is not. however, our design to stop here. Still wider spheres of action open to our 
view as we look abroad upon the white harvest field of our labours. * * • * We in- 
tend that no immigrant shall arrive within our borders without having a Bible presented 
to him, that when landing upon a foreign soil and among a strange people, far froia the 
home of his childhood and the graves of his fii.thers, he shall find that Christian love 
and sympathy are every where the same— that the warm gushings of holy affection are 
here full and firee towards the poor outcast and the exile, and that upon the Atlantic's 
western limit he may enjoy in fiill perfection the best boon which even liberty can give 
— " freedom to worship GJod," — ^freedom to peruse his holy book. Intellectually en- 
slaved, as many of them have been, they will with peculiar gratitude receive the volume 
which has heretofore been to them " a fountain soeded." Or, if borne again upon the 
bosom of the westward tide of emigration, the wanderer may, through your benefi- 
cence, carry with him the seeds of life and immortality— and as he bends the knee upon 
the banks of the Missouri, or reads Calvary's tale upon the hills of Or^on, he may 
gratefully lookback to your piety and your love, and call down heaven's choicest bless- 
ings to rest upon your labours. 

Those too, who ** see God's wonders in the deep," should be the objects of our pecu- 
liar care. Let us not permit a mariner to leave our port who shall not carry with 
him a copy of the sacred Scriptures. Little think we, brethren, of the good we may 
thus accomplish. Perchance God mi^*, through us, save soul»— nay, he will do so if we 
are faithful to our high and holy trust. The converted sailor may Uien virtually become 
a missionary, and whether under the burning sky of the tropics, or the ice-cliffs of the 

Soles, still may he communicate the knowledge of salvation as it is in Christ, to the 
ssotted Hottentot or the apathetic Esquimaux, imtil the sun of righteousness beaimng 
upon the heart frozen by sin, shall melt it to a fountain of love and praise. Or if he 
should perish before having such an opportunity, still shall one soul be rescued ; and 
when the howling tempest drives him on to death, he will clasp the Bible which you 
gave him, closer to his storm-beaten breast, and thank Grod for your instrumentality in 
saving him through the blood of the Lamb, from eternal shipwreck. And as he sinks 
beneath the wave, instead of the shriek of despair, the grateful hosanna to him who has 
saved us, — borne upon the wind, will ascend up to heaven, as a sweet memorial of your 
labours and your prayers. 

In carrying out our plan of operations in this-city and its vicinity, we shall not forget 
the wretched inhabitants of our prisons and asylums, where humanity feeb most the 
need of consolation. Let us give to the criminal and degraded that consolation which 
Cometh from above. Bind up the broken heart. Pour wine and oil into the wounds oi 
the distressed and despairing, and he will bless our labours, who has taught us b^ hia 
example-*^very man is chy neighbour. 
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» 

SncliavBOurplatM, inch oisr hopes^ Let as nmeiiiberf tl»t w)B ntcist JHnk iba^ iff 
the wellotpring of etenial wisdom^ or oixr plans will all be futile, and our hopes t«im 

Brethren, our Report is before you-^but we should do but feeble juMiee to ycmr foA' 
ings, or our own wiidies, were we here to close and commence the kAxfturs of anotlMf 
year. Knowing our own weakness, we would desire first to ask assistance ftam onhigfaf 
and pray our Father that be would be evsr with us to guard and to guide/ 

Our field is wide— wider then is generally supposed, and we are weak, hut**^ sh^ 
herd's boy sat upon the throne of Judah's kings/ With God's blessing we riiall seai 
the purifying and enlivening fays of piety and peace, deep into the stagnant marshes oT 
vice and impuri^, which we shedl find at almost every step throughout the length and 
breadth of our city-degrading to our character-schilling to the pious beait-^-and aar 
offence and abomination before high heaven. 

One has said, that '* the wodd is a moral hospital/' It is so. Be it our body task 
to dissipate the miasm of sin-^the cause of pestilence and death, by scattering broad- 
cast through this field of moral desolation, the wore! of the living God. To it let xxi 
bend all the energies wUch he has given us, and the band of angel-barpers who drde 
the eternal throne with their hosannas/ wfll approve our work, amd bid us in Giod'v 
name, go on. Our reward is on high* We ask none here save the reward of ai Howard 
and a Hale—'' the noble consciousness of doing good«" 

Our labours may b^ arduous, and perchanee apparently firuidess, yet ffhall we nevei^ 
regret that our hands have reared, or our alnls maintained/ " The Youi^; Men's CiiJ 
Bible Society." 

Submitted in behalf of the Board, April 18, 1839. 

THOMAS S. SOMMERS, Cor. Sec'f. 



Extract of a commumcaUon to the Corresponding Secretary of the AmeticCfn mtS 

Foreign Bible Society, 

London/ JvAy, 1839^ 

We have great pleasure in forwarding to you the following resolutions, passedl 
unanimously during the late annual session of the Baptist Union:—' 

On the motion of the Rev. J. M. Cramp^ seconded by the Rev. Charles Stovet, 

'* That a Committee of Correspondence with the American and Foreign Bible So' 
cle^ be now appointed, for thd purpose of instituting a friendly connexion between the * 
Baptist denomination in this country and that Society, with a view to the diffusion of 
information relative to the operations of the Society, and in the hope that some method 
of co-operation may hereafter be devised*" 

It was farther resolved i— 

" That the Committee consist of the following persons :— Rev. J. M. Cramp, Dr. 
Cox, C. Stovelf J. Hi Hinton, and W. Grozer, with the Treasurer and Secretaries ex 
officio i and that they report their proceedings from time to time to the General Com-' 
mittee of the Unioui ". 

The formatioti and progress of the American and Foreign Bible Society have been 
regarded with lively interest in this country. In separating firom the American Bible 
Society, and establishing an independent Institution, for the express purpose of secur- 
ing faithful version^ of the Scriptures, you have set us an example which we shall re- 
joice to imitate as soon as circumstances shall enable us to do so. It is with this end 
in view, as well as to express our hearty fellowship with you> that we invite the corres- 
pondence contemplated in the above-cited resolutions. 

Our protest against the proceedings of the British and Foreign Bible Society, in re- 
fusing to aid the Bengali and other versions of the New Testament, executed by Bap- 
tist Missionaries, and which protest was signed by 544 Baptist Ministers, has received 
only a cold and formal reply, containing a refusal to re-open the question. The Renr. 
J. H. Hinton's letter to Lord Bexley, President of the Bible Society, remains unan- 
swered. Meanwhile the Society continues to circulate versions of the New Testameat^ 
unfaithful in regard to the words relating to baptism, and our PsdobapCist brethren 
have thus an opportunity of propagating their peculiar views, under the auspices and 
at the expense of an Institution, which, of all others, ought to be free firom uie inopo* 
tation of sectarianism. By transferring the words relating to baptism, ipM*f>d of trane^ 
Imting them, and by this means introducing new words into the languages of the he*- 
tbeo, to which a definite meaning is attached \>'j lilbftVt '<wf3\^TiQ;wivYEv:^ce^ they do m 
90e6t incoicata that those wordi rooWy contxusL x)fei& \W ol v(ira&^\si%, mi 
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ytUtkk ^ believe tbey would not be bold enotfgh to iliake, were they compelled to 
tranelsle tbem. The practice of transferring instead of translating, as it is now in-* 
•istad on by the Bible Society, becomes therefore an authorized mode of propagating' 
error. It is obvious also that the same prindple may be adopted in other instanceSf 
to the manifett detriment of faithfulness and truth. 

We r^oicci dear brethren) that you have made a noble stand against such interfer- 
enee with. the conscientious translatori The success with which God has honoured 
you, may be regarded as a token of his approbation, and will encourage and stimulate 
your leal. 

Your donations to the Tranidation Fund of our Mission, have afforded most season^ 
able aidi But for your kindness, the efforts of our Missionaries in the East would 
have been circumscribed within very narrow limits, as hitherto the Translation Fund 
has been inadequately supported. 

Fully agreeing with you in the principles which have compelled you to separate from 
the American Bible Society, we are anxious to adopt a similar measure } but our chief 
object at present is to diffuse information, and employ all suitable efforts to enlighten 
die public mind. In this respect you can render us very valuable assistance ; and we 
have to request that you will kindly furnish us with copies of your publications^ and in^ 
form us from time to time of your proceedings, which wo will take care to publish, for 
die instruction and benefit of the denomination, and in the hope that ere long some more 
determinate plan of action may be devised. 

There is another point of view in which the importance of your labours will be more 
and more manifest. The baptismal controversy is attracting increased attention, and 
i« destined, as we believe, to lead the way to searching and extended Theological in-^ 
quiries. Baptists ought to present their sentiments to the world in the clearest and 
most complete manner. It is especially their duty to prevent the word of God from 
being tampered with. You are discharging that duty nobly. Assist us to do the 



We shall hope to receive an early communication from you^ and remain, on behalf 
of the Committee of Correspondence/ affectionately yours, 

W. H. MURCH, D. D. 

JOSEPH BELCHER> > Secretaries, 

EDWARD STEANE, 



Extract of a Utter to the Corresponding' Secretary* 

Gear Brother, 
The Edgefield B^p. Bible Society, at its Anniversary, held on the first day of the lasC 
month, (June) unanimously resolved to become auxiliary to the American and Foreign 
Bible Society* In obedience to this resolution^ I now write, in the name of the So- 
ciety, to request that you will lay this communication before the meeting of the Board 
of your Society, when it shall next assemble, in the hope that that body will recogniscr 
us as Auxiliary to the t*arent Institution. 

Our funds are all expended in the donation which we made some time since, and in 
the purchase «f Bibles and Testaments* With these We are vei^- much pleased. The 
books are of excellent type, and very rea«onable. The officers of the Society are W. 
B. Johnson, President, M. Minas, Vice-President, G. A. Addison, Secretary, G. L. 
Penn, Treasurer. Yours, &ci 

GEO. A. ADDISON, 
Secretary Edgefield Bible Society* 

We were originally members of the Society Auxiliary to the American Bible So- 
ciety, formed in this place in 1^26. But after the passing of the resolutions by the 
American Bible Society on the 17 th February, 1836, we withdrew ^om that body, and 
organized ourselves on the 3d September, of the same year. In withdrawing from 
our former connexion, we presented to the Society the following communication i— 

Gentlemen— The Board of the American Bible Society, on the 17th of February of 
this year, passed the following fesbltitidn, viz. " That, in appropriating money for the 
translating, printing or distributing of the sacred Scriptures in foreign languages, they 
feel at liberty to encourage only such versions as conform in the principles of their 
translation! to the common English version ; at leaat ao fex %.% ^iojaX ^ ^^» ^«ossasflS».- 
^as, represeated in the Society, can consiBteivt\^ wi© %3a!9LCw««A^\» wAx^twtfscwvvsv'CDKvx 



110 

schools and commonitios." This resolution was confirmed by the Parent Society, at 
its late Anniversary ; and its operation upon the Baptist denomination, in reference to 
foreign translations, is so inauspicious, as to render the duty of withdrawing firom your 
Society (an auxiliary of the American Bible Society) imperative upon us, who have the 
honour to belong to that denomination. ' Respect for you, gentlemen, and for ours^ves, 
requires that we assign our reasons for this measure, at some length. First th«i, 
the resolution of the Parent Society makes the imperfect translation of the Bible into 
our language, virttutUy the standard of its translation into other languages, thereby 
establishing a principle, obviously incorrect in regard to the translation of literary 
works, and absolutely inadmissible in the translation of the oracles of Divine Truth. 

2. The resolution goes to the violation of the positive instructions given to their 
missionaries by the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, the oi^gan of the denomination 
in missionary work. These instructions are contained in the following resolution, viz. 
" Resolved, That the Board feel it to be their duty to adopt all prudent measures to 
give to the Heathen the pure word of Qod in their own languages ; and to furnish 
their missionaries with all the means in their power to make their translations as exact 
a representation of the mind of the Holy Spirit as may be possible. Resolved, That 
all the missionaries of the Board, who are, or who shall be engaged in translating the 
sacred Scriptures, be instructed to endeavour by earnest prayer and diligent study to 
ascertain the precise meaning, as exactly as the nature of the languages into which 
they shall translate the Bible, will permit, and to transfer no words which are capable 
of being literally translated.'* Under these instructions our missionaries have trans- 
lated the Bible as philologists, as men of God. The term Baptize and its cognates, 
have been rendered by them in their translations, in tenus conveying the idea of tiv»- 
mersion, dipping. It was this fact, honestly stated in an application to the Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society, for aid in printing the Bengalee New Testa- 
ment, that originated a discussion in reference to the principle on which Baptize and its 
cognates should be translated, and that resulted in the adoption of the above resolution, 
which was formed by the Parent Society. That application was made and rejected 
on no other ground, than the fact of the rendering of diose words in the translation by 
terms, equivalent to the words immersey dip in the English language. According to 
our views of fidelity in translation, these words must remain unaltered in the versions 
made under our supervision. The Baptists are, therefore, cut off from all aid from the 
funds of the American Bible Society, in their translations into foreign languages. They 
are, therefore, thrown upon their own resources, and must take measures for concen- 
trating and employing them to the best advantage. 

We, the undersigned, take leave, gentlemen, for these reasons, to withdraw firom 
your body, and to ask that our names may be erased firom the list of members. You 
will do us the justice to believe, that our withdrawment proceeds not upon the prin- 
ciple of personal disregard to you as individuals, or as a body, or to any want of interest 
in the Bible cause. Respectfully, yours, &c. 

We are happy to say, that the Society from which we withdrew, acted in a becoming 
manner. They passed resolutions of a finendly character, and gave us one half of 
their books and money on handf and we have been quite friendly ever since. 



To the South Baptist Church Bible Society, New- York. 

London, July 10, 1839. 

Beloved Friends— Accept the thanks of a warm heart for the equally undeserved and 
unexpected honour you have conferred upon me, in placing my name on the list of Life 
Members of the American and Foreign Bible Society ; an institution which appears to 
me to be of all others the most honourable. Tt has made a stand for the rights of con- 
science on the part of the faithful translator of the Word of Life. It MriU not allow the 
revelation of God to be veiled before the eyes of the nations of the earth. To oor 
American Baptist belongs the honour of founding the first state, in which the righu of 
man were given to all, independently of their religious creed : and on the American 
Baptists of this day has God conferred the happiness of resolving that all lands shall 
clearly see his revealed will in all its purity. 

May it be your happiness, beloved friends, diligently and successfully to labour in 
this field ; and long may the life and health of your devoted pastor, and my estimable 
£riend, be spared to conduct its correspondence. 
Believe me, Dear Christian Friends, grateCuiW^ ^wmVaoxxt Q,QtcfiBi<(3ftt.'Locd, 



Ill 

Extract of a Letter to the Corretponding Secretary. 

HxMBURo, June 4, 1839. 

Dear Brother — Yota will I fear be displeased to hear, that the New Testament, for 
which you sent $2000 is not yet printed ; the reason for this delay will however explain, 
and I hope, satisfy you and the Board. My long absence from Hamburg, and after- 
wards the considerable portion of my time required for other works already put to press : 
ibe Memoirs of Mrs. Judson, Haldane's Exposition of the Romans, &c. made it impos- 
sible to commence the printing of the Testament, as I invariably read the proof-sheets 
myself. The work is, however, now in a state of forwardness, and will be completed in 
the course of the summer. 

The sale and distribution of the octavo Bible, to which the American and Foreign Bible 
Society gave such a noble grant, is encouraging ; 1624 copies have already left the depot, 
and my brethren embrace every opportunity of introducing the pure Scriptures, to which 
the most formidable opposition is made by the clergy ; — one of them called these Bibles, 
the Bible of the Sect. Several hundred copies of the octavo Bible, have been 
«ent to brother Lehmann at Berlin, who fully advocates the circulation of pure Scrip- 
tures, and who, in connexion with a number of young artiists, is engaged in supplying tho 
poor with the word of God. 

The general features of the mission are most encouraging, but I am so unwell to-day, 
and it is so late an hour in the evening, that I shall leave the letter to Dr. B. open for 
your perusal. Your heart I am sure will leap with joy, when I still add, that brother 
Hobner left this morning for Fuhnen and Juttland, From these parts we have had en- 
couraging accounts, from which it appears, that several hundred sinners have been, con- 
verted to the Lord Jesus, through the instrumentality of several farmers, who were 
laised i|p by the Lord to preach the Gospel. Pray for us Dear Brother that we may 
also succeed in Denmaric. All things are possible with him whom we serve. 

I am anxious to hear hew the American and Foreign Bible Society succeeds. Please 
write me soon, and do not forget to pray for your weak but happy brother. 

In the best of bonds. 

Your affectionate brother, 

J. G. ONCKEN- 



LIFE DIRECTORS. 

Rev. Daniel Bytherwood, Beaufort, S. C. by the St. Helena Baptist church. 
Rev. Theodore Clapp, by the First Congregational Church, New Orleans. 

LIFE MEMBERS. 

Rev. Greorge B. Ide, Mrs. Susan Keen, Miss Mary Hallman, Mrs. Mary Jones, Mrs. 

Mary Shadrach, Mr. John Hasaall, and Mr. James Brown, by the Baptist Female 

Bible Association of Philadelphia. 
Mrs. G. Smith, (Post-OflBce, unknown.) 
Rev. Thomas Porter, by a Friend in Philadelphia. 
William I. Coon, Mobile, Ala. by himself. 
Mrs. Charles Brockway, Broadalbin, New-York, by herself. 
John Eddy, Esq. by the Fall River Bible Society, Massachusetts. 
Henry Marchant, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, by himself. 
Miss Martha Shields, Delaware, by herself. 

Rev. Samuel Kingsbury, by the Bi^tist Church, Windham, Vermont. 
Silas Adams, by &e Baptist Church, Milton, New-York. 
Deacon Salmon, do. do. 

Thomas Turton, by Laurens-st. Baptist Church, New- York. 
James Woods, of Laurens-street Baptist Church, by himself. 
Henry B. Blair, do. do. 

Rev. John Allen, by the Seekonk Baptist Church, Massachusetts. 
Deacon Isaac Newton, by the Youth's Bible Society of the Oliver-street Chucrh. 
Anthony Lamb, by the Bible Society of the Hamilton Institution. 
Rev. M. Piatt, do. do. 

Ezekiel Archer, of the Oliver-street Church, by himself. 
Mrs. Rebecca Gibbs, of Laurence county, Illinois, by Benjamin Gibbs. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor, of Oliver-street, by herself. 
William Gould, (Post-Office, unknown) by tke Bihk t&(m»t| t)i ^% ^iw&i^ ^x;:^ 

Association. 
D: F. Newum, of Philadelphia, by himMl£. 
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Nathaniel Cowles, Claremonti New-Hampsbire, by himself. • 

Deacea Josiah Flint, Cornish Flat, New-Hampshire, by himself. 

Rev. Alexander Henderson, Belize, Bay of Honduras. 

Mrs. Lydia Sherwood, Brid|^eport, Connecticut, by donation from herself. 



APPROPRIATIONS. 

At the regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society, October 2d, 1839, it was unanimously 

Resolvedj That the sum of Five Thousand Dollars be appropriated and paid to 
the Board of Managers of the Baptist General Convention of Uie United States, to aid 
them in printing and circulating versions of the Sacred Scriptures made by our Mis- 
sionaries in Asia. 

AUXILIARIES. 

Edgefield Baptist Bible Society, August 1839. 

Newport, New^Hampshire, Baptist Association, Auxiliary Bible Society, August 1839. 



TREASURER'S ACCOUNT. 



Moneyt reedveiby William Colgate, Treasurer of the *^ American and Foreign 

Bible Society," 1839. 

July. 
Orleans couoty Bible So«. per Lemuel 

C. Paine, Treasurer 
Bible Society of the Rocky River As- 



sociation, per Henry Alger, Treas. 
Saratoga Assoeiatioa Bible Society, pi 

Rev. S. Usley .... 
Rev. Wm- Frazier, Broadalban, Upper 

Canada, per Robert Henderson 
Baptist church at St. Helena, S. Caro- 
lina, per Rev. Samuel Bytherwood 
Hudson River Associatiou, per Elijah 

Lewis, Treasurer 
^aureus-street church, per Dr. Lukf 

Barker, from which thirty dollars 

each was subscribed by Jas. Wood6 

and Henry B. Blair 
James Farquhatson, of same church, a 

donation of .... 
CharaplaJD Baptist Convention, per W 

L Cutting, Treasurer 
Hampden couaiy Bible Society, per A. 

B. Whitman, Treasurer 
First Baptist church, Philadelphia, per 

Thomas Rhodes 
Youth's Burman Bible Society, New- 
York, per G. L. Newton, Treasurer 
Rev. I. Allen, of Seekonk, Mass. per 

Rev. I. M. Allen 
Hamilton Literary and Theolog. Insti 

tution Bib. Soc per Rev. I. M. Allen 
Peacon Jonathan Olmstead, Hamilton, 

New-York, per llev. 1. M. Allen 
Samuel Garrett, Ball&ton Spa, per do 
Cash Sales of Booke at the Depository 

Ezekiel Archer, New* York, a donation 
Throngh Rev. Thomas Powell, Ver- 
milioDville, Illinois, viz. from 
C. Winter and family . . 
Misses E. & L. Winters, each $2 
Miss Lucy Gunn . 
Mrs. Beardsley 
Amos Newton and family 
Baptist church at Greenfield, Bu- 
reau county, Illinois . 
Benjamin Gibhs, Lawrence county, Il- 
linois, per J. M. Peck 
Washington Union Association, per G. 
M. Bakerf Treasurer 



$8 25 
100 00 
315 50 

10 00 
150 00 

65 15 



90 00 
6 00 
31 00 
180 00 
60 00 
30 00 
27 00 
60 50 



10 00 

1 00 

63 36 


500 


11 00 

4 00 

5 00 
1 0(1 
500 



13 75 
40 00 
50 00 



Northern Bapt Association of Illinois 
per Isaac T. Hinton, Cor. Secretary 

Amity-st. Bap.ch. from sundry persons, 

Bible Soc. of the French creek Baptist 
Asso. per S. S. Canfield, See. and Tr. 

Union Bible Soc of Beaufort district 
per Alexander I. Lawton, President 

Morgan County Bible Society, per Ed 
ward G. Minor, Corresponding Sec. 
Septewiber. 

Union Bap. Asso. of West Chester and 
Putnam cos. per Sam. M'Cord, Tr. 

Bap. cb. Lawreoceburgh, pr E. Ferris 

Female Misionary Soc. of do per do 

Collections by Rev. I. M. Allen 
Dea. Josiah Flint, Cornish Flat. N.H. 
Justus Hyatt. Brandon, Vermont 
Several friends, do do 

Thomas Stewart, Clarendon, do 
Mrs. Eliz. Kinney, Natchez, Miss. 
Jacob Button, Walliugford, Vt. 
John Wheaton, East Dorset, do 
Bap. church Saxton's iiivcr, do 
Baptist church, Rutland, do per 8. 

Griggs ... 
Nathaniel Cowlcs, Claremont, N. H. 
Mrs. Eliza Rawson. Cornish Flat, do 
John Smith, Esq. Putney, Vermont 

Virginia and Foreign Bible Society, pr 
James Sizor, Treasurer 

Abington Baptist Association Bible So- 
ciety, per Rufus Orenell, Treasurer 

Chnutauque Bible Soc pr Josiah Moore 

William B. Gurney, London, Treasurer 
of the Baptist Miss. Soc. England, 
a donation from himsell^ IQi. 10«. 

Rev. Alexander Henderson of Belize, 
per Rev. C. G. Sommers . 

Otsego Bible Society, a donation from 
Nathaniel Post .... 

Black River Bible Society, auxiliary, 
per Dea. Nehemiah Farnest, Treas. 

Cash sales of bo<iks at the Depository 

Hnrmony Association, CiMutauque Co. 
N. Y. per I. B. Burrows, Treasurer 

Mrs. Elizai»eth Taylor, New-York 

Elizabeth Atkins do . 

John MeKenzie do • 

r 



66 00 

18 75 

30 00 

100 00 

40 00 



100 


388 


21 18 


30 00 


3 00 


11 75 


500 


3 00 


5U0 


2 00 


18 11 



91 75 
5 00 
1 00 
3 00 

SOOOOO 

84 73 
18 00 



51 10 
30 60 
30 00 



38 00 
S3 64 

60 00 

20 00 

300 

300 



4084 00 



WM. COLGATE, Esq. Tre<uiirer,6I)ulch-iiTWi. ^ . _ ^ 

Rer, CHARLES G. SOMHERS, Correq^oudinff SeeTelmni,«Ll&»fiijK»^fcw«^^.X, 
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